Bridge at the Lunatic Fringe --  Number   8 – 

Second hand Play, Part  Five
Depriving dummy of an entry
In this article, I’ll continue with exceptions to “2nd hand low”.  In certain conditions, playing 2nd hand high can deprive the dummy (usually the dummy hand, but could be declarer’s) of an important entry.  In the following example, the proper 2nd hand high play can be recognized by an astute defender as almost surely the correct play, but that is not always the case, and at times the winning play involves considerable risk, as we shall see in a 2nd hand later in the article. 


Majorca (North)


S  A 6 3


H  Q 8 5 2


D  9 4 2


C  5 4 3
Prof. Lobochevski (West)

Warren (East)

S  7 5 4



S  void
H  K J 6 3



H  A 10 9 7 4
D  A K 7



D  Q 9 5 3  


C  9 6 2



C  K 10 8 7 
Minna (South)

S  K Q J 10 9 8 2


H  void


D  J 8 7


C  A Q J 
The bidding:

S (Minna)
W(Professor)
N(Majorca)
E(Warren)



Pass

Pass

1H
4S

Pass

Pass

Pass

After a light 3rd seat opening bid by Warren, Minna immediately took a shot at four spades, perhaps a bit overly aggressive, and this was passed around.
The professor led the Ace of Diamonds (Ace from Ace-King), and seeing his partner’s upside-down encouraging 3, continued the suit.  So the defense started by taking the first three diamond tricks.  When Warren tried to cash a heart trick, Minna carefully ruffed high.  

To make the contract, Minna needed the club finesse, and most likely she needed to take it twice.  On the hoped-for 2-1 trump split, she could manage two entries to dummy:  a high trump from hand, followed by a second high trump, overtaken with dummy’s Ace—that would be one entry, and with trumps now gone, the carefully preserved 2 to dummy’s 6 would provide the second entry.
But alas, on the first trump lead, Warren showed out.  The trumps were 3-0, with the professor having all three.  Now Minna saw a second chance for two entries to dummy.  On the second lead of the deuce of trumps toward dummy, she could take the proven finesse against the seven of trumps, winning with the six when 2nd hand played low.

Then a club finesse, and back to dummy with the Ace of trumps for a second club finesse.

Of course, the professor saw through this plan, since declarer’s trump holding was an open book.  He didn’t know exactly what the club position was, but he knew it could not be wrong to deprive declarer of a second entry to dummy.  So when Minna led the deuce toward dummy, he put up the 7 (2nd hand “high”), forcing the Ace, and blocking the second entry.  A 2nd hand high play involving the 7 as the high card certainly is rare!
Minna took the club finesse once, but in the fullness of time, still had to lose the setting trick to the King of clubs.

A more spectacular (and dangerous) variation of this kind of play occurs when dummy has the Ace Jack (and perhaps several more) of a suit, while declarer’s holding is exactly Queen doubleton.  Now if declarer leads low toward the AJ, intending to finesse the Jack, LHO can prevent a second entry by rising with the King.  Conversely, if declarer leads the Queen from hand, LHO must play low, rather than “cover an honor with an honor”.
(I believe that I’ve seen this play written up as made by a bridge expert in an actual game, but I can’t remember the details.  If any of my readers knows, please contact me.)

In any event, the professor took advantage of a similar holding to pull off a swindle, against his nemesis Cecil Horne, who was so well known for making the “expert play” at the wrong time.  A good swindle in bridge can be ever so much more gratifying than executing a very difficult technical play, like some complex squeeze.


Warren (North)



S  7 6 3



H  10 8 5 2



D  A J 7 4


C  4 3

Cecil Horne (West)


Visitor (East)

S  5




S  A 8 4
H  Q 9 6



H   J 7 4 3
D  K 8 5



D  10 9 3  


C  Q J 10 6 5 2


C  9 8 7
Professor (South)

S  K Q J 10 9 2



H  A K


D  Q 6 2



C  A K 

The bidding can best be forgotten, as the Professor and Warren had a misunderstanding, and reached an awful slam which had almost no legitimate play.
Upon winning the opening club lead, the professor saw that the best legitimate chance was to find Cecil (West) with a doubleton or singleton King of diamonds, in which case that suit could bring home three tricks without losing any.  There was also a possibility of a heart – diamond squeeze against West.  But the professor thought these chances unlikely, so he tried the effect of an immediate diamond lead toward dummy.  Tricky or deceptive plays are generally most effective when made as early in the play as possible.
Cecil eyed the two of diamonds, and went into a trance before playing to this trick.  Why was the Professor playing on diamonds first, when trumps had not yet been touched?  Ah!  He must need to lead trumps from dummy!  And without further consideration, Cecil put up the King of diamonds, thinking that declarer’s original diamond holding might be Queen doubleton.  In Cecil’s subconscious, the chance to make a brilliant, heroic play overshadowed any possible risk.    Now the professor was home free, losing only the Ace of spades, but not a diamond trick.
Once again, Cecil had made the “expert play”, handing declarer an impossible contract.

