Bridge at the Lunatic Fringe --  Number   11 – 

Don’t draw trumps!, Part  Two
Trumps needed for entries
In this article, I’ll continue some of the more interesting reasons not to pull trumps.  Of course most of the time, the intention is only to postpone drawing trumps, so I really should say Don’t draw trumps right away!
A common reason to delay drawing trumps is that trumps are needed as entries—for finesses in a side suit, or to reach established tricks in a side suit.  The hand following illustrates both.  To start, I’ll show just the two hands.


Warren (North)


(  A J 9


(  7 3


(  10 7 4 3 


(  8 6 4 3
Minna(West)



Majorca (East)

Professor Lobochevski (South)
(  K Q 8 7 5 2


(  A K Q


(  K 9


(  Q 7
The bidding:

S (Professor)
W(Minna)
N(Warren)
E(Majorca)





Pass

3(
Dbl

Pass

3♦

Pass
3♠

Pass

4♠

All Pass

Over the 3 club preempt, the Professor was torn between an immediate overcall of 3 spades and the stronger action-- a takeout double followed by a spade bid.  The hand has19 HCP,  but the (Q is of dubious value, and so not really worth the full 19.  Even so, he chose to take the stronger action, doubling first, because he felt that there were many hands where partner would pass an immediate 3♠ overcall, and game would be missed.  For example, would partner raise to 4♠ holding only the ♦A and a modest spade fit, perhaps including the Jack?  probably not.  And if partner was able to bid NT, that might prove a superior contract, eliminating the possibility of an early club ruff.
Warren’s raise to 4♠ was quite justified, holding key honors in trumps and a possible ruffing value in hearts.  This is opposite a partner who has shown a big hand, begging for a raise to game on very little.

As West, Minna led the deuce of Hearts;  (3rd or 5th best).  As the professor considered his line of play, a couple of things were obvious.  First, Minna was surely void of clubs.  Though players sometimes preempted with a 6-card suit (especially clubs), Minna’s failure to lead the suit precluded that possibility, so the clubs were divided 0-7.
Secondly, the ♦A was surely with Minna, “off-side”.  If Majorca had held that card in addition to her strong 7-card club suit, she would have too good a hand for an opening preempt.
Prospects for making the contract were not very good, with two likely diamond losers and two club losers.  The one glimmer of hope was to develop a trick in diamonds, while keeping East (Majorca) out of the lead.  East might well have a diamond holding that included the Q or J.
So winning the heart lead, the Professor led a trump to dummy, and a diamond back, covering East’s 8 with the 9, and losing to West’s Q.  After a bit of thought, West continued with a trump, as East discarded.  The professor won this trick, and persisted with diamonds;  he was rewarded when East played the Jack perforce, and West won the Ace.  Now the professor was able to claim—making an overtrick as the 10 and 7 of diamonds were now established for discards of both club losers.  A very lucky hand!
Here are all four hands:



Warren (North)



(  A J 9



(  7 3



(  10 7 4 3 



(  8 6 4 3

Minna(West)



Majorca (East)

(  10 6 4



(  3

(  J 9 6 5 2



(  10 8 4 

(  A Q 6 5 2



(  J 8


(  Void



(  A K J 10 9 5 2

Professor Lobochevski

(  K Q 8 7 5 2



(  A K Q



(  K 9



(  Q 7

As the cards lie, with the doubleton J 8 of diamonds fortuitously in the East hand, it seems that declarer can always make 5.  But there is a defense that holds the contract to 4-- but one that would never be found at the table:
If East leads the ♦Q, declarer wins with the K, but now West’s ♦J becomes an entry to cash his two club tricks.  Ah, you say, but since this is now a double dummy problem, let’s have declarer duck the ♦Q, keeping West out of the lead as before.  But now East can cash the Ace of diamonds and lead a third round while West still has a trump.  This kills one of dummy’s diamond winners, thus allowing declarer to discard only one of his club losers.  

A strange game, this bridge.
