Bridge at the Lunatic Fringe --  Number 2 – 

The Counter-balancing Raise
Professor Lobochevski had developed some unusual concepts in bidding theory.  

One of these was the counter-balancing or “trap” raise, allowing that a simple raise from one to two of a major could be made on 2-card support.  Admittedly, the professor’s advocacy of this treatment was a just a little “tongue-in-cheek”.

Following the “Law of Total Tricks”, many players consider a balancing action almost mandatory when opponents stop at the two-level after finding a fit.  The counter-balancing raise was invented as an antidote to this tendency, calling into question whether an eight-card fit had in fact been found.  If opponents were lured into the auction, the raiser was often prepared to double.  
So the requirements for the counter-balancing raise were a doubleton in partner’s major, and 9-10 high card points;  a maximum hand that normal bidders would start with 1NT forcing, intending to return to partner’s major over opener’s usual 2C or 2D.  Of course, opener had to adjust his rebids, allowing for the possibility of a 2-card raise if he intended to bid on.
A typical hand for a counter-balancing raise from 1H to 2H is the North hand in the deal that follows.
Most would consider this hand not quite good enough to bid 1 NT then 2 NT.  At matchpoints, you might try a counter-balancing raise, risking a cooperative double of whatever the opponents came in with – 2 Spades or 3 of a minor.

This deal came up at the Tuesday night game at the Lunatic Fringe club – on the special Halloween game, where it seems that one or two hands always arose providing an extreme or bizarre example of a principle of play.
Professor Lobochevski (North)



S  A J 10



H  8 7


D  K J 8 7



C  6 4 3 2

Majorca (West)

Minna (East)

S  Q 7 3


S   K 8 6 5 2
H  9 5 4 3


H  J 2 

D  9 5 



D  A 6 4 3 


C  A K Q 5


C  9 7


Warren (South)

S  9 4 



H  A K Q 10 6



D  Q 10 2


C  J 10 8

Dealer: North;  Neither side vulnerable.
The bidding:

West     North   East     South


Pass     Pass     1^H      

 Pass     2H
2S
Pass     

 Pass     Dbl    All Pass 
After two passes, Warren (the professor’s regular partner) opened one heart, and the professor, shooting for a good result, raised to two—the counterbalancing raise.  He felt a little funny doing this against Minna, a former student who had only recently learned the tactics of aggressive balancing.  The raise was alerted, and explained as possibly only 2-card support.  But with no one vulnerable, Minna (even in direct seat) came in with a balancing bid of two spades.  This ran around to the professor, who doubled for penalties, and Warren left the double in, albeit uncomfortably.  (In their methods, the professor could have a 4-card spade suit.)

The two spade “balancing” bid is surely not to everyone’s liking, but it required perfect defense for the contract to be defeated.  After taking 2 rounds of Hearts, Warren shifted to a trump.   Minna won this trick with the King and led a low diamond from hand.   If she could ruff just one diamond in dummy, she had a chance to make this doubled contract.

Warren won this trick with the ten, and persisted with trumps.  Now with the AJ of trumps sitting over the Queen, the professor was able to take all the trumps off the dummy, preventing any diamond ruffs.  The professor now exited with a diamond, won by Minna with the Ace.  Needing the rest of the tricks, she led two more rounds of trumps.  Although she had not mastered squeeze play, she hoped that the defenders would err in discarding, and perhaps allow dummy’s fourth club to score a trick.  Then both her diamond losers would go away on good clubs.
Of course the professor was up to the required defense, throwing away his diamond honors in order to keep the guarded six of clubs, an extreme example of the defensive principle of maintaining equal length with dummy’s long suit…  at any cost.

However, the +100 score was hardly a triumph for the counterbalancing raise.  At several tables, North-South played 1NT, making as many as four-- two spades, five hearts, and three diamonds when the defense failed to find their club tricks in time.  
At other tables, East-West bid made two spades.  The lone gain of ½ matchpoint occured when the 2 Spade contract was defeated a trick, undoubled.
And at several tables, North-South played in 2 Hearts, making 2 (for +110) or going one down.  
To defeat two hearts, the defense starts with 4 rounds of clubs, East ruffing with the Jack (an uppercut) on the fourth round.  If declarer overruffs, West’s nine is promoted, and the defense can then come to a spade and a diamond trick (as long as they set up their spade trick in time.)   But declarer can counter this defense by refusing to overruff the fourth round of clubs, discarding a spade loser instead.
Bizarre Bridge Quiz 

Here is a quiz – not terribly difficult – in keeping with the extreme and bizarre Halloween theme:
1. What is the fewest number of high card points that a partnership can hold, and be ice-cold to make 3 NT against any distribution of the opponents cards?  The solution must describe the salient features of both hands.
2. What is the fewest number of high card points that a partnership can hold, and be ice-cold to make 3 NT due to a bizarrely favorable distribution of the opponents cards?  The solution must describe the salient features of all four hands.

E-mail solutions to alwolf@prodigy.net.   Correct solutions published in the next issue of the Kibitzer.
