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OFFSHORE ORIENTATION

A.
oFFSHORE WORK ENVIRONMENT

The offshore work environment has the potential to contain most of the hazards found at industrial facilities on land.

Offshore work has some hazards that are not commonly encountered on land locations, these include:

· Drowning

· Hypothermia

· Swing rope/personnel basket transfers

· Vessel collisions

· Helicopter crashes

Sometimes, the procedures for dealing with these hazards offshore differ from the procedures used on land locations.

Because of different emergency response procedures and various hazards while working offshore personnel need special training.

1. Preparing to Go Offshore

There are several things you need to do to prepare for your trip offshore, some of these include:

· Must have a valid SAFEGULF endorsed orientation card.
· Must have a valid TWIC card.
(    Have a valid state issued  DRIVERS LICENSE and or I.D.

· Packing enough clothing and personal items for the duration of your stay

· Packing all materials, tools and PPE you will need to do your job

· Check your baggage and vehicle for items that might be considered contraband

· Make sure you get enough rest and allow yourself adequate time to get to the shorebase.

2. Arrival as the Shorebase

Driving to the shorebase can be very dangerous.  Do not speed and be sure to use your seatbelts.

Try to arrive well before your designated departure time.  If you are late, they may not hold the boat or helicopter for you.

Park in the designated contractor parking area and report to the dispatcher as soon as possible.

The dispatcher will need information from you, such as:

· Your name.

· Your employer’s name.

· The name of the customer you are working for.

· The name and location of the facility you will be working on.

· Your weight and the weight of your baggage.

B.
Boarding/Disembarking a Vessel at the Dock

Before approaching the dock for boarding, don your workvest and securely fasten it.

If you are boarding a vessel by means of a gangway, check to make sure there are no obvious safety hazards, such as damaged handrails or loose materials on the walking surface.  Check the gangway to make sure that the ends are secured.

Always keep one hand free to hold on to the handrail of the gangway as you walk.

At some shorebases, you may have to transfer from the dock to the boat by climbing over the stern or the side of the vessel.  If you must do this:

· The boat must be secured to the dock

· Both hands must be free for climbing

· Your PFD must be on and properly fastened

· Always maintain three points of contact as you climb

· Select footing and handholds that are solid and secure

C.
Safety Aboard the Vessel

Once on board, there are certain rules you should follow:

· You must report to the cabin and sign the manifest as soon as you board.

· The Captain is always in command, when it comes to the safety of the passengers.

· Pay attention to the safety briefing and review the station bill.

· Avoid walking around.

· Passengers are not permitted in the wheelhouse.

· Do not leave the cabin while the vessel is underway.

If you feel sick, let someone know and you will be provided with a container.  This will make the trip much more pleasant for everyone.

D. Boarding/Disembarking at the Offshore Facility

Upon reaching the offshore facility, you will use either a swing rope or a personnel basket to board the platform.

1. To use a swing rope safely:

a) You must wear your PFD.

b) Remove any jewelry that might get caught on the swing rope.

c) Select the proper rope (inboard or outboard, depending upon direction you’re swinging)

d) Inspect the swing rope, make sure it will support your weight.

e) Test the rope by giving it several hard pulls.

f) Carefully evaluate the sea conditions before swinging.  Is it too rough?

g) Begin the swing by firmly grasping the rope with both hands and positioning them properly.

h) Position the rope to the side of your body.  Never between your legs.

i) Time your swing so that you are either taking off from the boat or landing on the boat when the boat is at the top of the swell.  Focus on the boat’s movement.

j) Once landed, help the next person who is transferring.

2. Personnel Basket

The personnel basket is another device commonly used to transfer personnel from boats to platforms.

The crane operator will play a key role in safely conducting this type of transfer.  He/She is responsible for making sure that the crane is in acceptable condition.  The crane operator or another qualified person must also inspect the personnel basket for any damage or defects, such as frayed ropes or cracks in the floatation ring.

The boat captain will also play a key role in the safe use of the personnel basket.  The captain must properly position the boat and make sure the deck area is clear.  The deck hand may serve as a helper.

To use a personnel basket safely:

a) Passengers must be positioned in an area where they will not be struck by the basket.

b) Make sure that your PFD is properly fastened.

c) Approach the basket when the deckhand signals you to approach.

d) Place your light baggage inside the netting.

e) Begin boarding the personnel basket.

f) Firmly grasp the netting on either side of the gap.

g) Make sure your hands are positioned at shoulder height or higher.

h) Place one foot on the floatation ring and the other foot on the deck.

i) Keep your knees slightly bent.

j) Maintain a tight grip and step onto the floatation ring with your other foot, as soon as the basket breaks contact with the deck.

k) Continue to hold on tightly, keep your knees flexed, and your back straight.

l) As the basket is lowered to the deck, keep your knees bent and your back straight.

m) When the floatation ring lands, step off with one foot and then the other.

n) Release the net and step back when contact is made.

o) Walk away and do not return to retrieve your baggage until you are sure the crane has stopped lowering the personnel basket and it us under control.

E.
Helicopter Transportation

If you have never flown in a helicopter or in the particular model you are boarding, let the pilot know so that they can give you a safety briefing.

The pilot is in command when it comes to the safety of the aircraft and his/her passengers.

Safety precautions necessary when approaching a helicopter include:

1. wearing hearing protection

2. securing loose items

3. stopping and making eye contact with the pilot before approaching

4. being aware of both tail and main rotors

5. keeping long items horizontal to the ground

6. securing baggage in the baggage compartment

Safety precautions necessary when inside the helicopter include:

1. sitting in the seat assigned by the pilot – this is critical to the safe operation of the aircraft

2. if you are not already wearing it, wear your hearing protection

3. wearing an inflatable lifevest and properly securing it

4. tightly fastening the safety belt during the entire flight

5. locating any emergency equipment and the emergency door release

6. close your eyes and simulate using the emergency door release and unbuckling your seat belt

7. no smoking

F.
Arrival at the Offshore Facility

After arriving at the offshore facility, take a minute to look around and identify any hazards, such as:

1. any deteriorated walking surfaces, stairways, and handrails

2. any materials in the walkways

3. any overhead work

If you must use stairs, keep one hand free to us the handrailing, many injuries have occurred offshore from falls on stairways.

Proceed to the office, if any, sign in, and participate in the facility safety orientation.  The facility safety orientation will cover the following information:

1. what to do in emergencies

2. alarm signals

3. assigned survival capsule or life raft

4. any additional safety requirements

5. any special training, such as H2S safety

G.
Emergencies Onboard Offshore Facilities

You will be required to participate in regular emergency drills – take these seriously.

Put on your Personal Floatation Device (PFD) for all emergencies.

If evacuation is necessary, avoid jumping into the water.  If you must jump into the water, jump into the water from the lowest possible level.  Always check over the side before jumping.  Make sure your life jacket is fastened.

Bodily entry into the water can be hazardous because there is always the potential for:

1. drowning

2. hypothermia

Also, lone individuals in the water are extremely difficult for rescuers to find.

Instead of jumping into the water, make use of life floats and survival capsules in emergencies whenever possible.


1
Offshore Orientation

