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HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS PROCEDURE

This standard establishes guidelines in the event of a Hurricane, Tropical Storm, Tornado, Flash Flood or Storm Surge.  It will be reviewed before the start of Hurricane Season (June 1st to November 30th), and revised if necessary. This Standard will be distributed as required, to allow for the smooth implementation of the standard’s directives.

A. TERMS TO KNOW:

1. TROPICAL CYCLONES - The term for a cyclone circulation that originates over tropical waters.  Advisories are issued at six-hour intervals.  (Midnight, 6 a.m., noon and 6 p.m. EASTERN DAYLIGHT TIME).  Each message gives the name, center (eye) position, intensity and forecast movement of the tropical cyclone.

2. TROPICAL DISTURBANCE - A moving area of thunderstorms in the Tropics that maintains its identity for 24 hours.

3. TROPICAL DEPRESSION -  A rotary circulation, with a constant wind speed of 38 miles per hour (33 knots).

4. SMALL-CRAFT WARNING - When a hurricane moves within a few hundred miles of the coast, advisories warn small-craft operators to take precautions not to venture into open water.  OUR RESPONSE WILL BE GUIDED BY THESE SMALL-CRAFT WARNINGS AND WILL DETERMINE THE TIMETABLE AND ACTION TO BE TAKEN FOR VARIOUS LOCATIONS.

5. TROPICAL STORM - A distinct rotary circulation, with constant wind speeds from 30-73 mph (34-63 knots).

6. GALE WARNING - When winds of from 39-54 mph (34-47 knots) are expected.

7. STORM WARNING - May be issued when winds of 55-73 mph (48-63 knots) are expected.

8. HURRICANE - Tropical cyclone having a pronounced rotary circulation in which the constant wind speed is 74 mph (64 knots) or more.  Positions are given by latitude and longitude.  (Hurricanes are referred to as Typhoons in the Western Pacific and Cyclones in the Indian Ocean).

9. HURRICANE WATCH - Is issued for a coastal area when there is a threat of hurricane conditions within 24-35 hours.

10. HURRICANE WARNING - Is issued when hurricane conditions are expected in a specified coastal area within 24 hours or less.

11. HURRICANE EYE - The center of a hurricane with light winds and clear to partly cloudy skies.  The deceptive calm is bordered by maximum force winds and torrential rains that may last up to 1 1/2 hours on either side of the storm.

12. FLASH FLOOD WATCH - A flash flood is possible in the area, STAY ALERT.

13. FLASH FLOOD WARNING - A flash flood is imminent, take IMMEDIATE action.

14. STORM SURGE - A great dome of water often 50 miles wide that comes sweeping across the coastline near the area where the eye of the hurricane makes landfall.  The surge acts like a giant bulldozer, sweeping everything in its path.  This is the most dangerous part of a hurricane.  Nine out of ten hurricane fatalities are caused by the storm surge.

15. TORNADOES - Spawned by hurricanes, be alert.

16. TORNADO WATCH - A tornado is possible in your area.

17. TORNADO WARNING - A tornado is imminent, take IMMEDIATE action.

B. LOCATION COORDINATES

Biloxi

-
30.24 N 88.53 W

Fourchon
-
29.07 N
90.18 W

Grand Isle
-
29.14 N
90.00 W

Houma

-
29.36 N
90.43 W

Lafayette
-
30.14 N
92.01 W

New Orleans
-
29.58 N
90.07 W

Pensacola
-
30.25 N
87.13 W

Venice

-
29.17 N
89.21 W



C. HURRICANE TYPE
WIND SPEED
STORM SURGE

a.  Category 1


74-95 mph

4-5 ft. above normal

b.  Category 2


96-110 mph

6-8 ft. above normal

c.  Category 3


111-130 mph

9-12 ft. above normal

d.  Category 4


131-155 mph

13-18 ft. above normal

e.  Category 5


Above 155 mph
Over 18 ft. above normal

D. NOAA WEATHER RADIO NETWORK

NEW ORLEANS
162.550 MHz

LAKE CHARLES
162.400 MHz

BURAS

162.475 MHz

MORGAN CITY
162.475 MHz

LAFAYETTE

162.550 MHz

E. PHASES

During hurricane season, a weather watch must be maintained for any conditions which may develop into potential hazards for personnel, facilities or equipment.

Because each storm is different, it must be determined what phase of preparation to be in.  The timetable on which the following phases of preparation are to be followed, will vary, depending on the location of the storm, its forward speed and intensity.

Phase I and Phase II will be followed regardless of hurricane

size, movement or other conditions   These two phases will not interrupt operations and do not require lead tome.

1. PREPARATION PHASES

PHASE I  - 
(Eye of the Storm is 500 miles and 33 hours away) The storm is under observation and is being plotted.  Consideration should be given to securing necessary facilities. Check operation of radios and battery-powered equipment such as flashlights.  Have radios tuned to NOAA Weather Radio or TV tuned for official bulletins.  Have a weather radio at the facility.

PHASE II - 
(Eye of the Storm 400 miles and 26 hours away) Loose equipment and drums should be secured.  Barges are to be secured leaving enough slack in lines and hoses to provide for rising water. All tanks are to be secured and topped off (with water) to prevent them from being moved in the wind.  Small craft warnings are to be observed to allow a safe return from facilities.

PHASE III -
(Eye of the Storm 300 miles and 20 hours away) All equipment is to be moved to a secure location with radiators facing, to protect them from wind debris.  House trailers or small buildings are to be tied down   Water, gas and electrical shut off before evacuation.  Materials affected by high water are to be stored and placed on at least two pallets.  All fuel tanks are to be topped off.  Radios, important paperwork and equipment should be prepared for evacuation.  Windows should be boarded up if necessary.  All buildings and equipment are to be secured to prevent theft.  Some facilities may have to be evacuated early because of potential flooding of roads that may cut off evacuation routes.  Evacuation should be made with as much daylight remaining as possible.

PHASE IV - 
(Eye of the storm 200 miles and 13 hours away) THIS IS THE EVACUATION PHASE.  All equipment should have been secured.  This would be the stage to allow personnel to take care of personal business.  Get phone numbers of personnel so that they may be reached after hurricane has passed.

PHASE V -  
(This is the return to work phase) This would take place approximately 12 hours after landfall of the hurricane.  On the return to the facility, watch for washed out roads, downed electrical lines and for flash flooding.  At the facility, watch out for snakes in buildings, shorts in electrical circuits and downed power lines.  Restore power to the facility with the aid from the utility Eagle Industrial Instrumentation.   Have a licensed electrician check all electrical circuits and equipment to make sure they are in proper working order.  Wear rubber boots and gloves when checking electrical equipment.  Assess damage to the facility, equipment and materials.  Get the facility back into operation as soon as possible.

2.
RETURN TO WORK PHASE  

a. Watch out for downed power lines, washed out roads and    flash flooding.

b. Restore power to facility with the aid of the power company.  Have a licensed electrician check all electrical circuits and equipment to make sure they are in proper working order.

c. Watch out for snakes in buildings.

d. Assess damage to facility, equipment and materials.  Get   the facility back into operation as soon as possible.

F. PREPARATION CHECKLIST

1. Check radios, flashlights and batteries.

2. Check facilities for equipment that might move in high wind and secure that equipment.

3. Top off all non-fuel tanks (with water) that might move in high wind.

4. Keep empty drum storage at a minimum at this time and secure empty drums on pallets inside buildings.

5. Store equipment so that radiators face each other to prevent damage from wind blown debris.

6. Barges are to be secured to allow for rising water.

7. Cover all exhaust stacks, air breathers, etc., on diesel engines and air intake filters with securely tied plastic.

8. Secure all items in buildings that might be stolen.

9. Shut off all electricity, gas and water at main cut off.  Shut off all electricity to each building to prevent problems when power is restored.

10. Secure all items that may be affected by rising water.

11. All fuel tanks are to be topped off.

12. Windows are to be boarded up if necessary.

13. Make sure all doors are locked and secured.

14. Leave the facility with plenty of daylight remaining and early enough to allow for safe passage past rising water.
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