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STCHS and
Library News
From the President’s Desk

Harriet Codeglia

I apologize for the long delay in producing a news-
letter.  Although the museum remains closed at this 
writing, STCHS has not been idle.  In June we 
received County health department approval to 
reopen the museum but decided to delay a bit longer 
and now are once again not allowed.  We were and 
are concerned about the health and safety of our 
volunteers.  Many of our docent volunteers were 
unready to return during these uncertain times in any 
case.  

We did mask up and have a yard-cleaning day at the 
Gamble Block, and we have been planning the next 
steps in the preservation of the stone “Wells Fargo 
Building”.  The roof no longer leaks, and it may be 
time to work on a more stable floor.  Volunteers are 
always welcome – if you want to help either with 
work days, or to volunteer as a docent, send an email 
to gygmstchs@gmail.com.  We welcome new 
volunteers and members.

Both of our significant fund-raising events – the 
Wine Tasting Cruise on Pine Mountain Lake and the 
Labor Day BBQ – have been COVID cancelled.  We 
will try again in 2021.  

A wonderful bequest was received by STCHS from 
the estate of Bonnie L. Stevens, who was key in 
founding the History Resource Center in the 
museum building, and did much historic research 
and documentation for STCHS.  This bequest will 
help mitigate the cancellation of fund raising events.

After months of research, hours of editing, much 
hunting through databases and STCHS files the 
“Book” is finally about to print.  As part of Arcadia’s 
Images of America series, “Groveland and Big Oak 
Flat” will be available in September.

This book will celebrate the history of Big Oak Flat 
and Groveland from native dwellers to the present.  
Filled with stories and photos of miners, townspeo-
ple and families, this book is a must for all of us 
who love this area.  We have begun advance sales.  
An order form is within this newsletter and on our 
Facebook page.  You can order your book now and 
we will let you know when it is here and ready for 
pick up. The book was a team effort and STCHS 
sadly lost one of the key members of that team on 
July 2.  Bob Oakley volunteered with STCHS for 
many years, serving as a Board member, Board 
president, Docent, Curator, bartender, unofficial 
web and IT guru.  He and his wife Beverly volun-
teered at countless Living History Day events, fund 
raiser barbecues, and other events. “Groveland and 
Big Oak Flat” would not have been possible with-
out his expert help.  Our thoughts are with Bob’s 
wife of 61 years, Beverly, and his entire family.  
STCHS misses you and thanks you.

 
Bob and Bev Oakley in Yosemite 2016
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FOGL NEWS
Book Nook Is Open

Friends of the Groveland Library received permission 
from the County Health Department to re-open the 
Book Nook in June. As the library is not currently 
available, the Book Nook is a valuable community 
resource for everyone who needs something new to 
read! We are open every Saturday morning from 
9:00am-noon. Masks and social distancing are 
required. We are able to accept your book donations 
now as well. 

The Groveland Library is still closed. Libraries are in 
Stage Four of the State’s reopening guidance. Our 
county libraries have been facing a budget crisis as 
well as the virus threat. 

In June, after a very difficult budget process, the 
Tuolumne County Supervisors voted to keep the 
Groveland and Sonora library branches open. The fate 
of our sister branches in Tuolumne and Twain Harte 
will be determined in September. Depending on 
advice from the Health Department, After receiving 
approval from the state, Sonora main library opened 
for limited curbside service and Groveland followed 
soon after. 

For the most current information, please consider 
joining Friends of the Groveland Library by sending 
your check for $20 to FOGL, PO Box 43, Groveland, 
and be sure to include your email address for our 
frequent updates. We appreciate your support.

Sally Salinas was our first customer at the re-opened Book Nook. 

THANK YOU, 
BONNIE STEVENS

Back before there was a museum, back before there 
was STCHS, Bonnie L. Stevens was giving town 
tours, tours of the Moccasin Power House and 
helping raise money to build our museum.  She was 
an accomplished genealogist and amassed photo 
collections, met with local families and helped create 
the database for what became the HRC after the 
museum was built.  

Bonnie lived in Groveland for many years, then 
moved back to Hawaii in 2008, where she continued 
to research and add to the HRC database.

Bonnie passed away in 2016, and generously
remembered STCHS in her will.  In June of this year, 
STCHS received our bequest:  over $28,000!  This is 
such a perfect time for STCHS to receive this won-
derful donation, as our two big fundraising events 
have been cancelled for 2020.  

In recognition of Bonnie’s contributions to the 
establishment of the HRC, the Board has renamed 
the HRC as the Bonnie L. Stevens History Resource 
Center.  A plaque will be placed near the stairway up 
to the HRC in appreciation.

Memorial Contributions
January – August 2020

In Memory of Michalene Martin
Bob and Irene Shadel

In Memory of Ian Edlund
Dotty and Dick Davis

In Memory of Ray Connelly
Dotty and Dick Davis

In Memory of Karen Ireland
Dotty and Dick Davis

In Memory of Bob Oakley
Dotty and Dick Davis

Kathy Seaton & Dodie Harte
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History Resource Center (HRC)
By Patricia Gibson

STCHS Board Member

I recently completed a project of migrating the 
STCHS genealogy database from the website 
https://stchsgenealogy.com/ to ancestry.com.  (The 
program that comprises the website is no longer 
supported and as of 1/1/2020 this site will remain, 
but no longer be updated.)  This project required 
researching and restoring all female (approximately: 
5,000) subjects to their maiden names, as they had 
previously been input with only their married names.  

I also completed a project to update the 
Find-a-Grave website for the Divide Cemetery in 
Groveland, California.  (https://www.finda-
grave.com/cemetery/2140579/divide-cemetery)  

I researched and updated, when available, all maiden 
names, added links to both sets of parents, added 
plot numbers, etc.  In the end I was able to eliminate 
more than 20 duplicate memorials and make more 
than 2,700 accepted edit suggestions to improve the 
research for fellow historians.  I did this in parallel 
with the ancestry.com database bringing gravesite 
information up to date.

There is a book published by STCHS in 2005 
entitled: Oak Grove Cemetery District Divide 
Cemetery Burials to 2004, for which Bonnie P. 
Stevens was the Project Coordinator.  Denise Hen-
derson and Harold Wesley did much of the research 
and Denise provided photographs.  The History 
Resource Center (HRC) volunteers will meet and 
decide if and how to further this updating project.  
Some topics include: photographing graves, adding 
more recent burials, etc.  The HRC can assist you in 
finding information once we return from the 
Covid-19 shelter in place orders.   Feel free to reach 
out to us at: hrcgroveland@gmail.com 

The BOOK
For months, a team of dedicated STCHS volunteers 
worked on creating a pictorial history book about 
Groveland and Big Oak Flat.  Their efforts were 
accepted as part of the “Images of America” series 
published by Arcadia Publishing.and is to be deliv-
ered to STCHS in early September. 

It covers Native American culture, mining in the 
Gold Rush and “hard rock” periods, ranching and 
farming and commerce to support the miners, the 
growth of tourism to Yosemite, the Hetch Hetchy 
construction project, and the development of Pine 
Mountain Lake.  There are numerous historical 
photos of miners, townspeople and families, build-
ings in Big Oak Flat (such as the Wells Fargo Build-
ing) and Groveland (Iron Door Saloon), the Hetch 
Hetchy railroad and workers, and PML’s early days.  
Each photo is selected to “tell a story” or illustrate an 
aspect of area history.  

As publication of the book gets closer, interested 
Museum and Library members and friends may want 
to take advantage of an “advance sale” to be sure not 
to miss out on their copy.  STCHS expects that there 
will be significant demand among those interested in 
local history – whether for personal use or as a gift, 
for either personal and family reasons or business 
purposes.  Eventually the book will be available at 
the Museum store and other STCHS events, for 
$21.99 plus tax.  

Because of the continued closure of the museum due 
to COVID19 
restrictions, we 
will arrange a 
curbside pickup 
for the books 
preordered, or 
you can have your 
copy shipped to 
you.  The pre-or-
der form is in this 
newsletter.  Here 
is the image of the 
front cover:
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STCHS
PO Box 180

Big Oak Flat, CA 95305

New Photography Exhibit
in the Book Nook

August brings an exciting new photography exhibit to 
the Book Nook, downstairs at the Museum/Library 
building. 

Don French moved to Groveland in 2017 to be closer 
to his beloved Yosemite.  Don has been interested in 
photography since he was in middle school.  Don 
takes a wide variety of photographs and resists being 
labeled as a certain kind of photographer.  He prefers 
to be known as a “what pleases the eye” photographer.  
And so his portfolio contains subject matter as diverse 
as landscape, architecture, abstracts, churches and 
crosses, nature and wildlife, street people, and social 
commentary.  

Don has won a few awards and has had numerous 
shows, mostly in restaurants and coffee houses.  This 
is his first show in Groveland. Don’s work will be on 
display (and for sale) in the Groveland Book Nook, 
Saturdays from August through October. Be sure to 
take a look. 


