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What did STCHS accomplish during 2023?
We kept the museum open three days a week and welcomed visitors from both near and far. 
Kathy Brown, Dave Roberts, and Paul Gibson completed an expanded exhibit on the Hetch Hetchy project.
The highlight is the beautiful door with the stained glass inset of the Hetch Hetchy railroad donated to 
STCHS by Allan Johnson.  
The Board continues to meet monthly.  We welcomed new Board member Lindsey Lorant.  
Karen Davis of our History Resource Center assisted several folks by researching for some upcoming 
development projects in the area.  We also conduct research for individuals.
We welcomed new docents: Lindsey Lorant, Susan Gaustad, and Julie Anema to our ranks and welcomed
back Ed and Marianne Quinn (but NEED MORE).
Our Wine Tasting Cruise in May was the most successful yet.  And fun.
Patricia Gibson once again chaired the Labor Day Barbecue and did a fabulous job.  It rained during set up, 
but the weather cleared in time for a record number of attendees to join the fun.  Yay Patricia!
We once again welcomed assistance from the Garden Club to tidy up, thin and weed around the iris in the
front walkway to the museum/library doors.
Kathy Brown, Scott Belser and Karen Davis provided to our local Chamber of Commerce historic articles
which they are sharing with their membership in their weekly newsletters and on their website.
Scott and Kathy presented our “Groveland and Big Oak Flat” book at the FOGL-sponsored authors’ day.  
Thirteen local authors attended.
The third room of the Cobden (yellow) house in Big Oak Flat was restored, painted, and furnished it with
a donated period bedroom set.  
Also on the Cobden House, several rotting porch boards and fascia boards were replaced, and the newly 
constructed balustrades were installed and all were painted.  Kudos to Tony Armstrong of 
Armstrong Construction for his fine work.
STCHS continues to preserve and protect the Gamble Block, the stone “Wells Fargo” building and
Cobden house.
STCHS members attended a meeting of the Gold Country Museum Alliance in Angels Camp to share insights
with other museums.
STCHS Board Member shared our local history at the swearing in of Groveland’s new Postmaster and with
employees of Moccasin.   
Karen Davis has agreed to become the STCHS Archivist.  She identified and listed in our database several
previously unrecorded artifacts.
Lindsey Lorant created and posted QR codes containing enhanced information about the museum and
several of the exhibits.
We were able to provide digital historic photos to several individuals, and with the assistance of the 
Carlo M. DeFerrari Archives, several of these photos are now framed in the lobby of the 
Groveland Community Resource Center.
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Happy New Year!
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Renewal Time

Save The 
Date

On tap for 2024
STCHS has requested bids from painting companies 
for repainting the exterior of the Cobden (yellow) 
house in Big Oak Flat.  The last paint was applied in 
2013, and is peeling in several places.  We also plan 
to use historic timbers to build an arbor along the 
eastern fence for the existing rose bushes to climb.  
Our two traditional fund-raising events 
(Wine Tasting Cruise and Labor Day BBQ) will take 
place, and an additional event or two may also help 
in raising the funds we need for the painting and 
preservation of the Cobden House.  
We have compiled a list of folks who want to volun-
teer on an occasional basis and would love to add 
your name and number.  Leave a message at the 
museum and we will call you!  Or email the museum 
at thegrovelandmuseum@gmail.com.
We hope to open at least one additional day per week 
in the spring.

•

•

•

•

What could be more fun than riding in a boat around
Pine Mountain Lake to various homes, sipping local
wines and snacking on a cracker or two?  Mark your
calendars for the 20th annual (except for one 
COVID year) WINE TASTING CRUISE on
Pine Mountain Lake.  The date is May 18, 2024.  
Announcements of ticket sales will be made in 
March. This event always sells out, so watch our 
Facebook page or Website for ticket order forms.  
Or send an email with your interest to 
winetastingcruise@gmail.com.

It’s time to renew your STCHS membership dues! 
Enclosed in this STCHS newsletter is an envelope 
that you can use to renew your STCHS membership 
for 2024.  You can renew by mailing in your dues, 
or online at www.grovelandmuseum.org, or by 
bringing your membership envelope into the museum.

Our membership categories include 
individual or family membership for $25.00, 
Supporter for $100.00, 
Sponsor (Business) for $250.00, 
Benefactor for $500.00 and Patron for $1000.00. 

Each category has special benefits so look over the 
envelope and decide which category you would like.

In addition, there is a special box that you could 
check if you wish to make an additional donation.  
Your donations are greatly appreciated!  
STCHS is a 501C3 charitable organization  

Thank you for your continued support!

Harriet Codeglia
Board President

STCHS Fundraising
As a not-for-profit organization, STCHS is always 
seeking support from the community to assure its
continued presence and active promotion of historical
preservation in southern Tuolumne County. While the
Society is financially healthy, donations are always 
welcome as a way that individuals can demonstrate 
their interest in furthering the preservation cause. 
With an entirely volunteer staff, no donations to the 
Museum or STCHS are spent on salaries.

We welcome your membership in the organization, 
and are fortunate to receive other donations: some as 
cash dropped into the donation box in the museum, 
and some as memorial donations mailed or sent via 
PayPal.  In July of 2023, two local folks hosted a 
fireworks watching dinner party with a silent auction 
in their PML home.  
The purpose was a fundraiser for STCHS!  
Here is a photograph of Wallace and Mike Boockholdt 
handing Harriet a check and making her laugh at the 
same time.  It was an unexpected and most welcome 
gift.  
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STCHS Board of Directors welcomed a new board 
member in the summer of 2023.  She is Lindsey Lorant 
and has hit the ground running (actually riding her 
bike, but that is another story and she is recovering 
well).  She immediately trained as a docent, added 
QR codes as additional information for museum 
visitors, assisted with the Labor Day Barbecue, and is 
doing research for us as well.  Lindsey is a terrific 
addition to our board.   When asked for a bio, Lindsey 
provided the following:

My profession for the past twenty-plus years has been 
traveling and working as a flight attendant, I love being 
outside in nature in the most beautiful place in the 
world, right here, with my sweet husband and highly 
remarkable tuxedo cat, in Groveland with the majestic 
Yosemite National Park in our backyard. I highly enjoy 
learning about its rich history and interacting with all 
who venture curiously into the museum, who, like me, 
are open to a story or two, hoping to grab a personal 
piece of this magnificent place and stow it away into a 
heartfelt memory.

WELCOME LINDSEY! STCHS Labor Day BBQ 
– Food for Thought

By Patricia Gibson

Southern Tuolumne County Historical Society 
(STCHS) hosted our Annual Fundraising Event last 
September at PML Stables. Two final notes of interes:

This year, as in past years, we were unable to take 
credit cards at the gate.  We welcomed a father and his 
two young sons who came unprepared for that.  He 
was perplexed and had cash to pay for one meal, but 
not the other two.  His name was Mr. Jeff Wolf.  I 
asked him “Are you an honest man?”  He replied 
“yes”.  I told him that if he signed and IOU and agreed 
to either mail a check for the $60 owed or stop by the 
museum on an upcoming weekend and paid in person 
that I’d give him the tickets. I handed him our brochure 
with the amount owed next to the museum mailing 
address. I didn’t take down any of his contact details… 
it was a straight up honesty test. I cannot tell you much 
I worried about this.  Well, it took a couple of weeks, 
but then guess what the librarian found in the book 
drop box?  It has restored our faith in humanity. Thank 
you Mr. Wolf.

Restored Railing
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The museum is currently open 
Friday, Saturday & Sunday from 10am - 2pm 

GROVELAND  YOSEMITE
GATEWAY  MUSEUM

Southern Tuolumne County Historical Society

Museum:  18990 Hwy 120 • Groveland, CA
Mailing: PO Box 180, Big Oak Flat, CA 95305

209-962-0300

Email: thegrovelandmuseum@gmail.com
Website: www.grovelandmuseum.org  
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In 2024 the History Resource Center, a division of 
Southern Tuolumne County Historical Society 
(STCHS) will focus on genealogy.  We invite people to 
contact via email at patg.stchs@gmail.com or call the 
museum at: 209-962-0300, to express your interest.  
We would like to present classes in how to get started 
on your family tree, using ancestry.com and doing 
DNA research.  This article is to gauge community 
interest.  

Another project in 2024 will be bringing the burials at 
the Divide Cemetery up to date. In 2004 STCHS 
published a book with the burials through that date.  
We are reaching out to the Oak Grove Cemetery 
District Board with a request for the burial 
information. (It is presently in storage after the devas-
tating fire at the Community Hall.) Projects will 
include:
 
• update that book to carry the burials into the present. 
• create Find-A-Grave entries for burial of the past 20    
years. 
•photograph all the headstones.
•make an up-to-date map of the cemetery. 

If anyone is interested in helping with any of these 
projects, please contact Patricia through the contact 

History Resource Center – 
Genealogy Research Assistance

By Patricia Gibson Friends of the Groveland Library recently donated 
$2,000 to Tenaya Elementary so that teachers can 
augment their classroom collections with new books 
for their students. 

In September, we hosted a meeting of the Friends of 
the Tuolumne County Library. This is a monthly 
meeting of representatives from all four libraries 
(Sonora, Groveland, Tuolumne, and Twain Harte). We 
host them at least once a year to make sure the 
branches don't get forgotten or overshadowed by 
Sonora. 

FOGL has re-started the "Bookleggers" project which 
reads to four primary grades (K, pre-K, 1 and 2) once a 
month. It only takes a half an hour and the kids love it! 
We'd like to have one or two additional volunteers for 
back-up. Please let me know if you would like to help. 
It's fun and rewarding!

Each year FOGL purchases books to be included in the 
Toys for Tots giveaway for local kids.  .  To join FOGL 
help support our library and literacy, pick up a mem-
bership form at the library or request from Virginia at 
209-962-6336.

Saturday book sales downstairs below the library are 
each Saturday from 10 am until 1 pm.  Great bargains 
can be had for gently used books, DVDs, puzzles, and 
CDs.

FOGL News
- Virginia Richmond, President 
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STCHS
PO Box 180

Big Oak Flat, CA 95305

Commemorative Patio Bricks
These personally engraved bricks are a lasting way to 
remember a birthday, anniversary, a special occasion, 
or a loved one, while showing support for the ongoing 
programs of STCHS and the Museum. They are set 
in the Memorial Patio to the right of Museum 
entrance. The patio is never closed!

Contact the museum at gygmstchs@gmail.com to 
purchase a commemorative brick, or come into the 
museum Friday, Saturday or Sunday from 10 until 2.  


