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INTRODUCTION.

The facts and evidences crowded into the following
pages are such as no man can deny' without divesting
himself of every just claim to ordinary intelligence ; or
if such man asserts his intelligence, he thereby gives
up every just claim to honesty. And the picture here
presented is of such a character that every person of or-
dinary intelligence must loathe and hate it; and perhaps
none will hate it as much as will the parties involved.
Nor is it at all unlikely that they will give abundant
evidence of their hatred, both to the picture and to
those who exhibit it. This, of course, they would not
do if they did not view the picture as we do. Nor is it
matter of wonder that they should thus h.ate. He
who murders or robs his neighbor, or is guilty of other
crimes, hates to have the matter exposed, nor is he
likely to be much in love with those who make the ex-
posure. He who is higher than the highest, and whose
word is law, has long since explained all this: * Every
one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to
the light, lest his deeds should be reproved.” John

iii. 20, :

I offer the whole as a key to Masonry, and to kin-
dred secret combinations, for they all belong to one
family, the fathér of which is the devil. I providen-
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tially got hold of the principal key of the most secret
chambers of the family dwelling, and now offer it to
all who will accept of and use it. Here it is:

““ The strength of our order lies in its concealment.
Let it never appear in any place in its own name, but al-
ways covered by another name and another occupation.”

How I came by this key, and all about it, you will
learn in the body of the work. Just take the key
which I here offer and make a good wuse of it, then
you will not be deceived by the great ememy, even
when he comes with smiles and abundanee of blandish-
ments, undér cover of literature, philosophy, seiencs,
temperance, woman’s rights, Union League, benevo-
lence, Musonry, the Honorable Order of Odd-fellows,
the Bible. Use the key, I say, and you will detect
him under all these covers, just as readily as when he
comes under cover of knighthood, or under the still
more hatefual cover of the Ku-klux. This pirate
sails under cover of every flag but his own, whieh is
the black flag of the devil. But whatevér flag he may
throw to the breeze; on whatever waters he may sail,
only make a good use of the keéy here offered, and you
will detect and foil him every time. Nor will you be
less suceessful when he comes as 4 Methodist preacher,
throwing to the breeze the royal standard of Chris-
tianity, the blood-stained banner of the crass. Even
then you will detect and foil him by a right use of this
key. . Does he belong to a secret combination? Reé=
gard neither his name nor his pretensions. Does he
love darkness and hate the light? Does he refuse to
come to the light? Then Christ has put & mark upon
him which it is not possible for him to hide. He has
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branded him more deeply than he branded Cain, ZLet
him that readeth understand. Every one that doeth
evil hateth the light. From this it follows with equal
certainty, that every one thut hateth the light doeth evil.
And certainly, none hate the light more than Masons.
Let it be well observed, too, that such hatred and love
ure reciproeally proportionable. A man’s hatred of
the light is pracisely equal to his love of the darkness.
Nor let it be forgotten that to hate the light and love
the darkness is the guintessence of all that is bad in
mind. Hence the words of Jesus: “This is the con-
demnation, that men loved darkness rather than light.”
As all that is morally bad concentrates here, so all the
¢ondemnation concentrates here. Judging Masonry
by this standard, its character becomes perfectly fright-
ful; for the light which it hates is the true light, the
Uight of life; and the darkness which it loves must of
necessity be the very opposite of that light; and
moreover, to hate the one and love the other it binds
its subjects by 6aths and death-penalties, FOREVER !
Can the devil himself go farther, or desire more than
this?

Men of the apron, the sword, the gavel, the coffin,
the cross, the square, and the crown, may now fret
and chafe, laugh and frown, bluster and threatén, im-
plore help for the widow’s son, declare that all we say
is falsehood, slander, and persecution, and that we are
all insane; and their jacks, their beasts of burden,
may do their loudest braying, and pretend deep con-
cern for the church, while the men of the apron are
running away from the sanctuary which they have so
long occupied as hypocrites; they may do all this, I
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say, and much more, but it will not help their bad
cause. The exposure now made is so complete that
honest men can not be deceived by such maneuvering.
I make no pretensions to the spirit of prophecy, but I
do claim to have an ordinary share of common sense,
and to have made some observation; and with these
qualifications I do not hesitate to predict that a day
of reckoning for traitors is not far distant. My ob-
servation is, that honest American citizens may be
deceived and injured for a time; may be betrayed by
those in whom they place confidence; but when their
eyes are fully opened, and the facts clearly seen, then
they go for the traitors; and woe be to the man that -
will attempt to stop them. Several times they have
already moved in this way, and we know the result.
They will move again. And as Masonic traitors, both
in church and state, have been the vilest of all traitors,
vengeance will be taken with corresponding severity.
What I have said in the following pages, or rather
what I have there proved, I here repeat, namely,
that professed ministers of the gospel have been
among the principal supporters of this deadly con-
spiracy. By their means, their hypoerisy, multi-
tudes have been drawn into the Masonic den, who
otherwise would never have thought of entering.
And will not God visit them for these things? Indeed
he will.

That all may know how to use the key here pre-
sented, I have exposed the conspirators while working
under cover of various names and occupations, such as
the following: Masonry, Knights of the Golden Cir-
cle, Druids, Loyal Britains, Friendly Odds, Nelsonics,
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Odd-fellows, Illaminati, German Union, Latter-day
Saints, Union League, Temperance, Literary Societies,
Philosophy, Geology, the Bible, the Church, &e., &e.
And now I commend the whole to God, and to honest

men.

JOHN LEVINGTON.
BrigHTON, Michigan, April 7, 1871.






V' CHAPTER L

Commeneement and growth of Speculative, ox Symbolic Free-
masonry—A. table showing the thing at-a glance—The use
that the Atheists made of it—Identical with Illuminism—
Its connection with the French Revolution, and with the
Irish Rebellion—The action of the British Parliament with
regard to it—Proofs of its diabolieal purposes—Its Intro-
duction, doinge,progress, and designs in the United States.

I give the following' table just here, that
ancient Freemasonry may be seen at a glance.
It is the result of careful research. It must
be observed, however, that I do not profess
to give the exact date of its most incipient ex-
istence in each place, for it is always introduced
slyly and secretly. The dates, however, are suf-
ficiently correct to show the real age of the
imposture, and probably will not vary more
than a few months even from its incipient
origin in each country specified.

I give the following account of its origin by
Preston, published in 1792. I do 8o heecause
it agrees with other records, and, observe, no
Mason has even attempted to show a public
meeting of the order before the time here
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specified. It will be seen that even he does
not attempt to point out its incipient existence;
that, for obvious reasons, is hid in darkness.
For origin, he uses the word revive; and this,
too, is entirely Masonic.

“On the accession of George the I. they
resolved to unite again under a grand master,
and revive the festivities. With this view the
members met at Apple-tree Tavern, Charles
Street, Covent-Garden, London, and having
voted the oldest Master-Mason then present
into the chair, constituted themselves a grand
lodge pro tempore” It will be seen that as
yet he gives no date.

- Hegoeson: “Atan annual meeting held
on the 24th of June, the same year, [what

year we are not told!] Mr. Anthony Sayer was
* elected grand master, and had due homage paid
him by the fraternity”’ That is well put in, is
it not?

“In 1720 the fraternity sustained an irrepar-
able loss by the burning of several valuable
manuscripts concerning the lodges, regulations,
charges, - secrets, &c. This was done by
some scrupulous brethren, who were alarmed
at the publication of the Masonic constitu-
tions.”



GROWTH AND DOINGS OF MASONRY. 15

Here the fraud is too glaring to require com-
ment; but it will be observed that 1720 is the
first date that ancient Freemasonry can offer.

The facts are, that Anderson, I think a Scotchman,
and Desaguilliers, a Frenchman, probably assisted by
some others, had been engaged in planning the fraud
from about 1717.

What is called a grand lodge, and which is the ille-
gitimate bantling just weaned, was held about 1720,

Book of constitutions published about 1723,

Masonry introduced into the East Indies about 1729,

Its secrets exposed by, Pritchard (murdered soon
after), 1730.

Introduced into Ireland about 1730.

Introduced into France about 1731.

Introduced into North America, Boston, about 1733.

Introduced into Africa, Cape Coast, about 1736.

Introduced into Scotland, about 1736.

Degrees above the first three began to be added in
France about 1740.

The higher degrees introduced into America, by a
Jew, about 1760.

Kept secret for a time, the fact became apparent
about 1796.

Masonic secrets again exposed (the author missing
soon after), 1770,

First Chapter of Royal Arch Masons in the states,
founded 1787.

Masonio secrets again exposed, by Smith, who was
murdered soon after, 1798,

Troops withdrawn from Fort Niagara, May, 1826.
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Morgsn shut up there in the magasine, in Septem-
ber, 1836.

Re-garrisoned in 1828.

Query: Did not Masonry cause the withdrawal to
make way for Morgan?

Such was the origin of this huge imposture
and swindle, which soon grew into a deadly
conspiracy against all that is dear to man, and
pleasing to God—against all righteous laws
and governments, but especially against the
Christian system; and in an incredibly short
‘time it was as vast in its proportions as it was
deadly in its designs. At one time the ene-
mies of the Christian religion introduced
themselves under the attractive appellations of
philosophers, free-thinkers, deists, &. Soon
they questioned, then denied, and finally ridi-
culed everything vital in the Christian system.
At first these speculations were confined to
certain persons in what were called the upper
classes of society; but it was not long hefore
the lower classes were corrupted to an alarm-
ing extent, so that early in the eighteenth cen-
tury infidelity assumed the most formidable
proportions. But God raised up men adequate
to the occasion—men alike remarkable for
their learning, piety, and fidelity. These men
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refuted the arguments and exposed the soph-
isms of infidelity so thoroughly, that it utterly
despaired of succeeding by an open attack
upon the Christian fortress. A phalanx of its
best soldiers had tried this again and again, and
had been repulsed and utterly routed. Hence
a secret and hidden movement upon the Chris-
tian fortress was now relied upon as affording
the only hope that remained to the enemies
of the Christian system.

The first three degrees of Masonry, lately in-
vented, and now introduced into France, were
by the infidels seized with avidity, as suggest-
ing the plan of attack. Accordingly addition-
al degrees were constructed by the French
conspirators, who with deep infernal art
adapted them to the various characters and
tastes, from the prince to the peasant, whether
infidel or professing Christian, priest or prelate,
loyalist or rebel, Jew or gentile, but all ‘admi-
rably adapted to the same end, namely, the
overthrow of the Christian religion and all
legitimate governments. This end, however,
was closely concealed till the graduate had
reached a point at which they had good reason
to believe he was with themselves prepared to
to go the whole length; and such is the soul-

P .
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destroying character of the oaths, obligations,
and teachings, that the victim reaches this
point in an incredibly short time. If, however,
the secret masters have reason,to believe that
their victim will not go the whole length, they
will lead him as far as he will go, and stop
there and hold him to the obligations he has
taken, so that their safety and Ais ruin are
about alike certain. And, moreover, his influ-
ence goes in favor of the whole system, just as
really as if he had proceeded to its darkest
and most damning degrees, so long as he allows
himself to be bound by the oaths already taken ;
for they embrace the whole, whether he knows
it or not; and outsiders, too, recognize him as
indorsing the whole system.

Adam Weishaupt, professor of canon laws
in the University of Ingolstadt, Bavaria,
claimed to improve the system, and, uniting
with himself other leading infidels, he worked
the system under the title, Zlluminism. Hence
the members were called Illuminati. Just so
now, as then, Masonry professes to lead its
- votaries from darkness to light, and from one
degree of light to another, though it is blinding
them all the time.

Voltaire, who became the leading spirit in
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this conspiracy, was born in the year 1694, and
died May 30th, 1778. The degrees construct-
ed as above, produced some of their legitimate
effects about eleven years after his death, in
the French Revolution, and the reign of terror
which followed. I say legitimate effects, for
they were both designed and calculated to pro-
_ duce these very results.

In proof of the above, if proof be needed, I
will here give an extract from a very able re-
port of a committee appointed for the purpose
by the Massachusetts Antimasonry Convention,
which met in Faneuil Hall, December 30th, 31st,
1829, and January 1st, 1830.

No doubt the horrors of the French Revo-
lution, as well as what they knew of the char-
acter of Masonry, or Illuminism, led John
Robinson, professor of natural philosophy in
the University of Edinburgh, and the Abbe
Barruel, of France, to expose the secrets and
workings of the conspiracy, which they did in
works published by them simultaneously in
the year 1797, though they belonged to differ-
ent countries, and were entirely unacquainted
with each other.

“They pursued different plans,” says the
report, “but met in every essential point, and
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gave the same original letters, documents, and
watch-words; and thus gave the best possible
evidence that their developments were correct,
and might be fully relied upon. Dr. Robin-
son’s character was at once attacked, accord-
ing to the express plan of Illuminism, to
destroy his testimony. This occasioned an
inquiry into his character, which was ascer-
. tained to be most excellent in point of moral-
ity, stability, and every other excellence: and
he was indeed ranked among the first literary
dignitaries of Europe and America. Some
facts from the contents of these volumes will
now be given.”

“Voltaire, about the middle of the last cen-
tury, formed a plot to destroy the Christian
religion.” The period here specified is correct.
Voltaire took up his abode in the court of
Frederick, of Prussia, in the year 1750, and
history says, if I remember right, that he re-
mained there about three years. Now, itis well
known that this Frederick was in the conspir-
acy, as I have shown elsewhere, and as this
report shows, and it is equally well known
that this same Frederick is the veriest Solo-
mon in the Masonry of the present day. DBut
to the report:
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“Voltaire was wont to say, ‘I am weary of
hearing people repeat that twelve men estab-
lished Christianity.” ‘I will prove that one may
suffice to overthrow it!” To one who said to
him, ‘you will never overthrow Christianity,’
he replied, ‘that is what we will see.’

“To effect this object, he adopted the mask
of philosophy. [Masonry still does this.]
This he held forth as the only ‘governess of
life’ Under it he waged war with revealed
religion. Voltaire now associated with him-
gelf a number of French philosophers, who
were as much opposed to Christianity as he
was; also the celebrated Frederick of Prus-
sia, with seven other crowned heads of Europe,
of whom he was heard to boast by name; and
besides these, six or seven princes and prin-
cesses. Here were the first champions of the
plot which was formed with a most profound
depth df intrigue, and concealment. The
leaders all received fictitious names, and also
transacted their business in a language newly
invented for the purpose. Their operations
commenced, and their success in corrupt Cath-
olic regions was astonishing even to them-
selves. They soon began to boast among
themselves of the power of secret societies,
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and of the facility with which the world may
be bound with invisible hands! Among their
watch-words were the following: ‘Hurl the
javelin; but conceal the hand! ¢Crush the
wretch,” (meaning the Lord Jesus Christ!)
‘Strike deep; but hide the hand that gives the
blow?!

“The destruction of the Christian religion
was the first object of this conspiracy. But
its managers were led to associate with it the
subversion of all legitimate civil government, -
and all moral restraints upon the lusts and
passions of man.”  * * * %

The following extract demands the pro-
foundest attention:

“A candidate marked for their prey, would
have his attention arrested by some hint of
the great power and benefit of secret societies.
This would be done in his hearing by some
man of good appearance, who seemed to drop
the remark accidentallx; and farther, that
there were such societies under the direction of
the greatest and best of men, who were going
to reform the world, and render it happy.
‘Where the bait was found to be taking, the
candidate soon found himself conducted to
the avenue of this system of light and glory.
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He was here, of course, laid under the most
binding obligations of infallible secrecy, and
of obedience to the unknown leaders. Aund
he was thence led on, through rising degrees.
by some of the adepts, whose real object was to
form a full acquaintance with him, and to
erase from his mind all impressions of religion
and morality which might there be found.
He was thus led from one degree to another
as fast as that could be done without alarming

. him; and to these degrees he was admitted
with the most imposing formalities. But
where his pliancy for infidelity was doubtful,
the doubtful candidate received his sta bene,
and was carried no higher. But those who
proceeded onward were trained in a school of
infidelity, and inured to cruelty and blood, by
rites and fables the most appropriate for the
purpose.

“Their highest secret (which in the French
Revolution was thrown open without disguise)
was, ‘There is no God!” ‘Death is an eternal
sleep” Their sentiments now came to the
light in such language as the following: ¢All
ideas of justice and injustice, of virtue and
vice, and of glory and infamy, are purely ar-
bitrary’ ¢‘The man that is above law can
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commit without remorse the act that may
serve his purpose”’ ‘The fear of the Lord is
so far from being the beginning of wisdom,
that it is the beginning of folly.” ‘Modesty
is only an invention of refined voluptuousness.’
‘The God of the Jews and of the Christians is
but a chimera, a phantom. Jesus Christ is an
ilmpostor.””> This fully accounts for the delib-
erate falsehood of which Masons are so often
guilty. “The practical maxims of this system
were such as follows: ¢‘Extend and multiply
the children of light, till force and numbers
shall throw power into your hands; then hesi-
tate no longer, but begin to render yourselves
formidable.” ‘Nations must be brought back
by whatever means; peaceably if it may be;
if not, then by force. All subordination must
be made to vanish from the earth! In this
system, the words ‘reason,’” ‘toleration,’” ‘human-
ity, were used as a quietus, till they could call
to arms.”

By the artful and diabolical process above
described, the numbers of the conspirators in-
creased with amazing rapidity, so much so that
_in an incredibly short time they were prepared
to carry their diabolical purpose into effect.
Then, in the language of the report before us,
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by ¢“a nation of armed atheists the horrors of
the French Revolution burst forth like a river
of burning lava!”

“@Girtanner, in his Memoirs on the French
Revolution, says: *‘The active members of the
propagandists were, in 1791, 50,000. Their
funds were then thirty millions of livres.
They are extended over the face of the world,
having for their object the promotion of revo-
lutions, and the doctrines of atheism. And it
is a maxim in their tode that it is better to de-
fer their attempts fifty years than to fail of
success through too much precipitancy.’”

Now, the Voltairian Masonry above deline-
ated is the Maeonry of the United States to-
day, exactly. No honest man who is acquaint-
ed with the higher degrees of modern Masonry
will, after reading the above, deny this state-
ment. Indeed, the twenty-eighth degree alone
contains all the sentiments found in the above
extract. That degree is entitled, Chaos Disen-
tangled, and professes to give the Masonic
meaning of the prineipal terms in all the pre-
eeding degrees, as also .the meaning of the
symbols. Scripture terms have been used, but
you are there told that they are to be under-
stood Masonically. Hence, according to the
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interpretation there given, spirit means sulphur,
life means salt, Jehovah means nature; and as
to the big Masonic letter G, that means God, or
geometry! In short, this degree contains an
epitome of Voltairian philosophy, which is
simply atheism in its grossest form. It also
shows how the work of deception is carried on
through all the Masonic degrees, from first to
last; and Masonic deception not only swindles
the miserable dupes out of their money, but
also out of every good moral principle. Convers-
ing with a Mason of three degrees, only a few
days since, he undertook to convince me that
Masonry is a good thing, and that although he
was a Mason he was still laboring to do good.
In proof of all this he very seriously said:
“Conversing with a Mason, I asked him if he
were a professing Christian. He said, No. I
said to him, The fault is your own, for you have
the instruments in your own hands to form,
polish, and refine you!” He assured me, too,
that having asked another Mason the same
question, and having received the above an-
swer, he said the same to him also. “By in-
struments,” I said, “you mean the Masonic
instruments.” To which he replied, “Well,
never mind.” I replied, “My dear sir, you
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could not give me a worse view of your sys-
tem.” To which he simply replied, “I presume
80.” “What! substitute the Masonic instru-
ments for the entire Christian system ?” Here
the conversation ended with my Masonic friend.
And this man is a member of the Methodist
Episcopal Church. Is it not plain that this
man is awfully deceived by Voltairian Mason-
ry? If he were not, would he talk thus?

That modern Masonry is the Illuminism of
France,—the Voltairian conspiracy,—was long
since ascertained and made known. In proof
of this, I offer the following additional particu-
lars from this same report:

“First-rate Masons in our land did, many
years ago, acknowledge that Illuminism was
planted here. A grand chaplain by the name
of Ernst, of the Royal Arch Masons of New
York, twenty-eight years ago, warned his
brethren thus: “The deep designs of modern
Masons,” called the Illuminati, who have in-
undated Europe, are fast gaining ground in
America.” Again, “Grand Master Masons
have repeatedly given similar warning. A
principal officer of the order wrote to Presi-
dent Dwight thus: ¢The lodge to which you
allude was considered by me as being Illu-
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minism. Its members (in 1791) were mostly
~ French.” To the same he again wrote thus:
‘That you had good reason to suspect the de-
signs of that French lodge, I have no reason
to doubt, nor ever had.” The late Rev. Dr.
Morse, many years ago in a printed sermon,
assured the public of an official communica-
tion from the Illuminated Lodge Wisdom, of
Portsmouth, Virginia, to the Illuminated
Lodge Union. The letter was intercepted. In
it were the names of their officers, and the
number of their adepts, being then one hun-
dred, mostly French. In this letter it ap-
peared that there were thousands of such
lodges of Illuminism in the world, and many
in this western world; that this lodge Wis-
dom was a descendant of the Grand Orient of
Paris, and that the lodge Union addressed
was the fourteenth in these regions. The let-
ter contained emblems of death and carnage.
It had this motto, ‘Men believe their eyes
further than their ears. The way by precept
is long, but short and efficacious by exam-
ples.”” :
Now, here is Masonic policy exactly: here

is an exact and graphic description of the
inside of a Masonic lodge as it is to-day:
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Here, indeed, are emblems of death and carnage.
Such emblems, together with fables, abound in
the Masonic lodges of to-day, to an extent not
exceeded by the French lodges of Voltairian
times.

In 1798 President Dwight wrote: ¢Illu-
minism exists in this country, and the impious
mockery of the sacramental supper, descrlbed
by Rosinsox, is acted here.”

It is well known that “the impious mock-
ery” here referred to by Dr. Dwight, and
described by Robinson, is practiced in the Ma-
sonic lodge by the “Knights of the Rose
Cross,” and I myself witnessed a similar mock-
ery of the sacrament of baptism, at the dedi-
cation of a Masonic hall.

Once more: “A member of that lodge
“Wisdom” was heard to boast (while the
French Revolution was well thought of in
America) that he belonged to a lodge in Ger-
many, in which that revolution was planned!”

Observe, the specified objects of Masonic
Tlluminism were, to promote revolutions and prop-
agate_the doctrines of atheism! And we have
had painful evidence of the success of that
diabolical conspiracy! Observe, too, that
while Dr. Dwight and other great men of his
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time were greatly alarmed in view of the ex-
istence of & few such lodges, we have been
profoundly asleep, though the whole country
is now filled with them! And almost the en-
tire press, together with the pulpits of our
country, are profoundly silent, not daring to
utter a word of warning, though the conspira-
tors openly boast of their hundreds of thousands
of knights, armed to the teeth, and ready at a
moment’s notice! And, observe, these knights
have been trained in that same school in
which were trained the armed atheists men-
tioned above, and who burst forth upon France
like a river of burning lava! God grant that
we may awake in time to prevent such an aw-
ful surprise. To this end let no one be de-
ceived by the Masonic method now adopted to
quiet our fears, namely, that all these men are
in armed readiness simply to watch the Roman
Catholics, lest they rise and kill all the Prot-
estants! Surely, such a ridiculous pretense is
of itself sufficient ground for alarm. What!
openly acknowledge that vast and well organ-
ized armies are in our midst, and consisting of
men of all beliefs but the Christian belief,
which is strictly forbidden by a fundamental
law, and then tell us that the object of all this
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is the defense of that same Christianity thus
excluded by oathsand death-penalties! Surely,
those who are deceived by such a pretense are
already demented.

It is a mistake to suppose that the confes-
sional renders it impossible for Roman Catholics
to become Masons; not so. The Ribbonmen,
the Whiteboys, the Jesuits, and other Roman
Catholic combinations, are all oath-bound so-
cieties, and all worked exactly on the Masonic
principle. And moreover, Masonry claims to
be for men of all creeds; and it has embraced,
and still embraces, men of all creeds, from the
atheist to the professing Christian. Only let
the priests enter into it, and the secret confes-
sional is no longer in the way. But the fact
is, popish secretism and Masonic secretism, as
they now stand, are opposition coaches, each
interfering with the trade of the other. This
is the true ground of the quarrel between
them. But the devil, who is the father of
secretism, runs both machines—the one doing
his work in the Protestant world, and the
other in the Roman Catholic world! Roman
Catholic priests were among the Know-noth-
tngs; and they were substantially Masons.

In support of the above views, and for other



32 KEY TO MASONRY.

reasons sufficiently obvious, I will here give a
short extract from an argument offered by
Mr. Paine, of Boston, before the Massachu-
setts Antimasonry Convention already noticed,
in support of the report of the committee of
which he was chairman, which report prayed
for the enactment of a law prohibiting the
administration of extrajudicial oaths:

“How long shall we remain satisfied of the
iniquity of this powerful institution, and re-
frain from making any efforts for suppressing
it? How long shall we expose the lives, prop-
erty, and character, of our fellow-citizens to
the mercy of such a confederacy, without
remonstrance or complaint? How long shall
they be suffered to go on, administering oaths
to ‘derange the business,” traduce the charac-
ter, and take the lives of the citizens of this
republic? If an appeal to the legislature is
ever to be made, where can we find any suffi-
cient reason for delay? Have we not be-
come satisfied of the origin of Freemasonry?
its opposition to all other governments? its
direct agency in the revolution of France? the
rebellions it has caused in the British govern-
ment (particularly in Ireland, between 1792
and 1798,)? the- correspondence it maintained
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between the rebels of England and the revolu-
tionists of France? Robinson and Barruel
have made these things matters of history.
“Barruel shows that 283,000 of the fraternity
were orgsnized in Ireland alone, to co-operate
with France for the purpose of effecting a rev-
olution in the British government. Hence
the British parliament passed an act in 1798,
suppressing all secret societies. This act pro-
hibited the organization of any new lodges of
Freemasons, under a penalty of transportation
for seven years; forbidding likewise the re-
ceiving or administering any secret oath
unknown to the laws, or any obligation of the
nature of an oath, for the purpose of conceal-
ing truth or keeping secrets under the like
penalty of transportation. This act also pro-
hibited the meeting of any Freemasons’ lodge,
unless two of its members should go before
the clerk of the peace, before the 26th of
March in every year, and, under oath, give in
the names of all its members, their places of
abode, and their occupation; likewise the
time and place of holding each meeting of
such lodge; and any lodge was liable to be
suppressed, upon the complaint of any indi-
vidual sworn before a justice of the peace,
3
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whose duty it was to issue a warrant for its
suppression ; and if any meeting was holden
afterwards, it was to be deemed an unlawful
confedéracy, and its members were liable to
the penalty of the act.”

In this same argument Mr. Paine further
showed, that the conspiracy of Burr, in 1806,
was conducted by Masonic secrecy; that Burr
carried on his treasonable correspondence in
the cipher of the Royal Arch degree.

Such is a brief sketch of the rise, progress,
designs, and doings of that thing called spec-
ulative Freemasonry. As to its substance, it
originated with atheists; it is founded in false-
hood and conducted by deception; financially
it is a huge swindle; its grand objects are the
propagation of atheism, and the overthrow of
the Chtistian system and all legitimate gov-
ernments. In short, it is a conspiracy against
all that is dear to man. And it is not only
unprecedentedly corrupt in itself, but it is
probably the most corrupting system ever
known to man; so much so, that he who em-
braces it will soon be the advocate of every
possible violation of the moral law, “murder
and treason not excepted.” And what is still
more marvelous, such persons will still retain
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their Christian profession and their place in
the pulpit and in the pew. Here, in my judg-
ment, is an instance of corruption and decep-
tion never before paralleled. And it is thus
that we have been lulled to sleep, while the
enemy has been undermining both church and
state, and is now about ready to apply the
match for the complete destruction of both.

The following extracts from historic records,
together with our remarks thereon, bid defi-
ance to all the art and deception of the con-
spirators, and are as little affected by their
loud assertions and absurd fabricationg as are
the mighty rocks by the sea-shore when
washed by the angry waters. At the same
time, they will carry conviction to the mind of
the honest reader, and that at first glance, show-
ing also the methods that are adopted to de-
ceive outsiders, and fasten the chains upon the
dupes who are already enslaved by the con-
spirators, who are, for the most part, hidden
under cover of darkness; for the leading con-
gpirators are as really hid from the lower
orders of Masons as they are from those whom
they call cowans.



CHAPTER IIL
Truthfulness of the divulgences established by irrefrag-
able testimony.

Knowing how the conspirators deceive hon-
est and confiding but uninformed people, by
boldly asserting what is not true, and as boldly
denying what is true, I will here give testi-
mony which will satisfy all who are intelligent
and honest, and will make even Masons stand
abashed.

The following testimony was given before
the antimasonic convention which met in
Taneuil Hall, Boston, December 80th and
31st, 1829, and January 1st, 1830, by Col. Mer-
rick, of Worcester, who testified thus: “But
are these disclosures true? You have ex-
pressed, in terms which can not be mistaken,
your convictions on this subject. In the adop-
tion of the report of one of your committees
upon this subject, you have expressed that no
doubt can remain, that the institution of Free-
masonry has been fully opened to the public
gaze. It is well that you have done so0.”
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Then, after referring to the vast numbers who
had lately testified to the truthfulness of the
disclosures, and to the fact that the testators
spoke from personal knowledge, and “are
found among the educated and the humble,
the bench, the bar, the pulpit, and the field,”
he adds: “Though I know that those disclos-
ures are true, I feel how feeble must be the
testimony here of a solitary - individual like
myself, when added to that great mass of
proofs which the public already hold in their
possession. Yet I would not that this occa-
sion should pass without solemnly pledging
myself in the midst of this crowded audience,
that those disclosures are substantially correct.
Do I not know that this attestation will arouse
indignation, and create hostility, which sin-
cerity can not disarm, nor honesty of purpose
protect from rudeness, violence, and perhaps
vengeance. It will assuredly come; vindictive
adversaries will arise to impeach our motives
and to blast our reputation.” * * % «J;
too, disdain the bondage which Freemasonry
has put upon me” * * * «J with the
most conscientious confidence in the hallowed
cause, burst away forever from the bonds in
which Freemasonry has held me; and I de-
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clare that, as far as my knowledge of the in-
stitution extends, the publications which I
have seen of its secrets are substantially trne—
drawn and exhibited with a fidelity which
deserves all praise and confidence. In the
most odious characteristics of the oaths and
obligations of Freemasonry, those disclosures
are true. It is true that a Royal Arch com-
Ppanion, to which degree I have been admitted,
or as it is termed, exalted, and ‘the highest
office of which I have sustained, does swear
that he will espouse the cause of a companion
when engaged in any difficulty, so far as to
extricate him from the same, whether right
or wrong, and that he will keep his secrets
inviolable when communicated to him as such,
and he knowing them to be such, murder
and treason not excepted. I know that these
most odious and obnoxious clauses are part of
the obligation of that degree, for I believe
that I have myself received the obligation,
and I /know that I have so heard it, and, as
High Priest of a chapter, have so myself ad-
ministered it to others.”

The obligations to support the lodges which
thus bind, have never been denied. Markthat!

Avery Allyn, a Knight Templar, testified
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upon oath, before Horace Holden, in the city
of New York, on the 28th day of March, 1829,
a8 to the action which the highest authority
in Masonry took with regard to the murder of
‘William Morgan. According to his testimony,
it commanded that Morgan should be mur-
dered, and then concealed, shielded, and de-
fonded the murderers. He testified that in
his hearing, in St. John’s Hall, New York, it
was stated that “Morgan deserved death, and
that justice had overtaken him.” Further,
«that another Knight Templar told him that
he knew that Morgan was dead.” And
further, that when money was raised in the
lodge to assist the murderers, especially to
send Richard Howard to Europe, he, the said
knight, “put fifty cents into the hat that was
gent round the room for that purpose.” Yet
again: “The deponent further saith that he
conversed with a number of Masons, whose
opinions were, that in case the Masons had
killed Morgan, they had done an act which
duty imposed; and in case any Mason know-
ing who the executioners were, should expose
them to the world, he would surely be Mor-
ganized. Deponent further saith, he conversed
with another Knight Templar, who said, ‘I
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know that Richard Howard was concealed in
St. John’s Hall at the time his pursuers were
after him in this city (New York), and that
there was a good deal of money raised, and
many special meetings of the Masons on his
account, and that they sent him across the
Atlantic.’”

The following are a few brief extracts from
the renunciation and dying testimony of Gen-
eral Whittlesey, addressed to the members of
his own lodge, Middletown, Connecticut, Au-
gust 12,1830, copied from the Middletown Sen-
tinel :

“Brethren:—Feeling that the time of my
departure is at hand, and that I must soon ap-
pear at the bar of God, I deem it to be my -
duty to declare to you and to the world my
views concerning Masonry,”

“I do hereby, in the presence of MY Gop,
and I trust with his approbation, renounce my
connection with all Masonic societies, and par-
ticularly with your society, in which I was
made & Mason. _ If I know my own heart, I
do it from an overwhelming sense of duty to
my children, tosociety, and to God. My health
and strength are not at present sufficient toen-
able me to give all my reasons 'at fall length ;
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but you and the public have a right to know
what they are, if not in detail, at least in sub-
stance.” * * * * “ Call to
mind any and all things which have passed in
the lodge since you became members, and then
ask what has been done which hasbeen worthy
a rational mind. Lodges are said to be char-
itable institutions. They are so only in name.
Examine your treasurer’s account, and you will
find that little, very little, has been devoted to
charitable purposes. I am persuaded that not
one twentieth part of the funds raised has been
given to charitable purposes. If you will ex-
amine also the objects that have been aided by
your_charity, you will find, I believe, that quite
as much has been given to the unworthy as to
the virtuous and good.” Five dollars out
of the hundred, and one half of that to the un-
worthy! Here is Masonic charity! Andeven
this, I am persuaded, is an overestimate. Nay
more, I aver that thereis no charityin Masonry;
for what they give as charity, is designed to
give plausibility to the lies which they tell
about their system of fraud and false-
hood. »

But listen to the dying Mason, and mark
his views of the system in that solemn hour.
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“ Secondly. I believe Masonry to be a perni-
cious institution. * ¥ ¥ ¥ «We
know historically, that lodges have been
prostituted to the worst of purposes. The
Massonic influence has been felt, even in this
country, in the jury-box, and on the bench, to
turn justice from her course.” ¥ ox %
“Thirdly. Masonry is antirepublican in its
nature and tendency. Thesgecretinfluence which
it gives men of a certain character is perni-
cious in the extreme : it is often a subject of
great surprise, that men of feeble talents, who
are devoid of principle, are elevated to places
of trust and power. It will generally be found
that such men are of high standing in the
lodge, and exercise a great influence there;
and through that influence they are enabled to
obtain some of the first stations in the govern-
ment.” _

Mark the dying testimony of this Mason:
¢« Men of feeble talents, and devoid of princi-
ple, are elevated to places of trust and power.”
How? Simply by beingmen of high standing in
the lodge. Thus much the general knew with
regard to Masonic working in the state. But
- what would the general say if he were here
now, to behold how that same power elevates
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to places of trust and power in the church,
just such men as he describes ?

But we would have you still listen to the
dyingman. Hearhim: ¢Fourthly. Butthe
great and decisive objection to Masonry is,
that it is an antichristian system. When we
enter the lodge, the Bible is given to us as the
guide and rule of our faith. Yet the peculiar
doctrines of the Bible are banished from the
lodge. The Bible teaches that all mankind
are our brethren, and are entitled to our chari-
ties; but the charity of the lodge is limited to
Masons and-their families. The Bible says,
swear not at all ; but in the lodge, oath after
oath, of the most awful character, is unnecess-
arily administered ; and what is still worse, the
person taking these oaths is not permitted to
examine them, or to know anything which
they contain, until he has in the presence” of
God assumed the golemn vows. Though the
Bible is given us as the rule and guide of our
faith, yet the name of Christ is never heard in
the lodge. The Bible commands us to offer all
our prayers to God, in the name of Christ; but
in the lodge no prayer is offered in the name
of this oNLY MEDIATOR. The Bibie tells us
that the only way of access to the throne of
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JEHOVAH, is through the atonement of the Re-
deemer; but the Masons in the lodge madly
rush into the presence of God without an in-
tercessor. For one acquainted with Chris-
tianity to appear in the presence of God with-
out a mediator, is an abomination in the sight of
the Lord—it is as though one offered swine’s
flesh and human sacrifices upon the altar of the
Temple. God has told us there is none other
name given under heaven whereby we can be
saved, but the name of Jesus; and yet, neither
in the prayers used in the lodge, nor on public
occasions, nor at the funerals of Masons, is the
name of Christ ever heard! Call to mind
these facts—reflect upon the whole character
of your institution; and then ask, Is it, can it
be, an institution well pleasing in the sight of
God? Can those of you who are professing
Christians enter your closets, and on your
knees ask Jehovah, for Christ’s sake, to bless
the lodge—to increase and prosper it ?”

Such is the dying testimony of one who
spake from personal knowledge. And, ob-
serve, he appeals not to “cowans,” nor even
to seceding Masons, but to his own lodge-
companions, still in the lodge, and challenges
them to specify one thing done in the lodge



TESTIMONY OF MASONS. 45

“worthy of a rational mind.” He boldly as-
serts that the system is pernicious, Christless,
antirepublican, and antichristian, and that its
professed benevolence is downright fraud! It
is evident, too, that General Whittlesey had
but a limited view of the origin, design, charac-
ter, and workings of the system as a whole.
But he saw sufficient to justify those startling
utterances which come to usin solemn tones al-
most from eternity; and he intimates that he
would say much more, did time and strength
permit.

Another testimony. General Nathan Heard
and Colonel Gardner Burbank, as a committee
appointed for that purpose, applied to Pliny
Merrick, Esq., for his testimony regarding the
correctness of the Masonic degrees lately pub-
lished by seceding Masons. To thi8 request
he replied at great length; and from that reply
I give the following short extract:

“You perceive, gentlemen, that I have
spoken with great freedom of the institution
of Freemasonry. I have denied the preten-
sions to esteem which it assumes, and de-
nounced it as unworthy of being permitted to
remain as a rock of offense among us. And
you must have noticed that in doing so I have
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adverted to topics which could have been dis-
cussed only after the secret recesses of the in-
stitution had been laid open. That has
already been fully dome. It is vain, useless,
false, to deny it. The publication prepared by
William Morgan—the martyr whose life paid
the forfeit of his broken obligations—dis-
closed all that could be disclosed of the secrets
of the fraternity, as far as he wrote: and since
his immolation, the work has been pursued by
pure and able and faithful hands, until there
remains little or nothing to betold. The testi-
mony in proof of the truth of these disclosures
is a8 full as human testimony can be; and I
add in my own language to our convention,
that my own testimony can not alter it. They
who will not believe it after a full and candid
examination, would not, and could 'not, believe
me; neither would they be persuaded though
one should rise from the dead. But I shrink
not from any responsibility in this high and
solemn cause: and at whatever hazard, and in
defiance of every consequence, I affirm, that
having myself been admitted to the degree of
Royal Arch Mason, and to the several preced-
ing degrees, as far as I have heretofore ad-
vanced in the degrees of Masonry, as contained
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in the volume published by David Bernard,
entitled Light on Masonry, is true—that the
forms, ceremonies, lectures, and oaths con-
tained in that book, are substantially as I my-
gelf received them, and as I have, again and
again, seen and heard them, in the bodies of
regular lodges and chapters, communicated
and administered to others.”
WorcesTer, Deo. 17, 1829,

The Antimasonic State Convention, holden
at Montpelier, Vermont, June 23, 24, and 25,
1830, passed the following resolution:

« Resolved, That Masonry is now revealed
to the world in all its pretensions to antiquity
—its designs, its ceremonials, its oaths, its
titles, its trappings, its sanctions, its perver-
sions of sacred things, and its mummeries, is
" a cheat, and an impostor—foolish, wicked,
dangerous, corrupt and corrupting.”

‘We have only to add that this resolution
must be indorsed by every honest person who
knows what Masonry is,so far as it goes, for it
fails to come up to all the truth in this case.



CHAPTER III.

The Fort Ann Trial—Very important—Startling a.tatement!
of Griffin, & Sir Knight, who acted as lawyer on behalf
of the Morgan murderers.

The testimony of the following witnesses to
the character and doings of Masonry, is, if pos-
gible, still more startling; and it must be ac-
cepted by the fraternity, for it is Masonic
testimony.

Calvin Cook was a miller, and a seceding
Mason. Harvey Cook was an adhering Mason
of high order, and had an interest in that part
of the mill where the plaster was ground, but
now in the grain-grinding department. Har-
vey Cook, agreeably to Masonic obligations,
“used his most decided endeavors to bring”
his offending cousin “to the strictest and most
condign punishment.” To that end he repeat-
edly broke the door and machinery of poor
Calvin’s mill, and was more than once caught
in the act ; yet he persisted, and even told Cal-
vin that if he did not secede back from the
Antimasons, “he should not wonder if his
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house would burn down over his head.”
Meantime the conspirators published and cir-
culated the vilest slanders concerning poor
Calvin, especially in a Masonic paper called
the ¢“Cabbage Leaf.” At length Calvin Cook
sought justice in a civil suit against Harvey,
before Benjamin Copeland, Esq., in the town
of Fort Ann. Hence the case has been known
as the “Fort Ann trial.”
The document from which I quote is bound
up with the Antimasonic Almanac for 1831,
and is quoted from the Albany Evening Jour-
nal, which reported the proceedings in the
case. The importance of the information will
Jjustify our giving somewhatlengthy quotations.
“A jury was called, and the officer having
the venire to serve, aware of the excitement,
and wishing to avoid all imputation of blame
.and partiality, summoned a jury, a part of
whom were Masons, and a part Antimasons.
E. D. Colver was counsel for the plaintiff, and
Ilenry Thorn, Esq., for defendant. On calling
and empaneling the jury, Erastus Day, one
of the jurors called, was challenged by the
plaintiff’s counsel, for favor, on the ground of
his being a member of the Masonic institu-
tion, Ee’mg charged in the challenge with being
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under obligations to obey the signs, summons,
and tokens of a brother Mason; being sworn
to aid and assist, and to extricate from diffi-
culty, a companion Royal Arch Mason, right
or wrong; and being sworn to answer the
grand hailing sign of distress, &c., &c. The
challenge was reduced to writing, and de-
murred to by the defendant’s counsel. The
demurrer was overruled by the Court, who
therenpon proceeded to appoint Hiram Ship-
man and Perriam Thompson, triers. Erastus
Day was then sworn witness on the part of
the plaintiff. On being asked if he was a
Mason, he refused to answer, and peremptorily
told the Court and the counsel that they .
“would not be able to get anything out of him
about Masonry.” The Court decided the ques-
tion was a proper one, and that the witness
must answer it. He then reluctantly swore
that “he was a Mason; that he had taken
seventeen degrees; did not remember where
he was made a Royal Arch Mason; had sat
frequently in the Glen’s Falls Chapter.” He
was then asked if he had taken the usual
oaths or obligations from the Entered Appren-
tice to the Royal Arch? Herefused to answer.
The Court said he must; but he still refused ;
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said he considered his Masonic obligations
binding, and would not violate them for any
court. He was asked relative to obeying the
signs, summons, and tokens; also relative to
flying to the relief of the person giving the
grand hailing sign of distress; but refused to
answer, although told repeatedly by the Court,
that the questions were proper and pertinent,
and that he was bound to answer them. He
was then asked relative to the clause in the
Royal Arch oath, of aiding and assisting, and
extricating a companion from difficulty, right
or wrong? He refused to enswer; said he
could not without criminating himself. When
asked relative to being under oath to keep
the secrets of a brother, murder and treason
not excepted, he refused to answer, and at
length told the Court that he considered his
Masonic oaths superior to the oaths he had just
taken before the court.”

It will be seen, of course, that these Ma-
gonic witnesses demonstrate two things, namely :
First, that Masonic oaths have been truthfully
divalged by seceding Masons ; second, that
these oaths set at defiance the whole of the
divine moral code, as well as all of the laws of
the church and state. -



52 KEY TO MASONRY.

But we proceed with this remarkable trial.
“Sylvanus Cone was next called as a witness.
He refused to be sworn, saying to the counsel of
the plantiff, ¢ you ain’t agoin’ to git me into the
trap Mr. Day was in,’—that is, swear totell the
truth, and then find that to do so would be to
violate the Masonic oaths previously taken,—
¢you don’t catch me so? The Court and his
friends advised him to be sworn, and when re-
minded of the penalty, he at last consented.
He then swore, ‘in the presence of Almighty
God, that he would true answer maketo such
questions as should be put to him touching
the challenge in question. He was then asked
whether there were certain oaths or obliga-
tions administered to persons passing through
thedifferent degrees of Masonry? Buthe re-
fused to answer, notwithstanding he had just
sworn to ‘make true answer’ The Court
decided that he must answer. But he replied
that the Court could not extort the secrets of
Masonry from him. Dr. Bush, a member of
the fraternity, then told the witness he could
give ‘ negative answers,’ and not reveal any-
thing. A question was then put which
could easily be answered in the negative if the
clause in the Master’s degree, relative to keep-
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ing secrets, &c., were not as it was then quoted
to himword for word. But to this question he
refused to give even a negative answer. He
was then asked relative to the sign of distress,
helping out of difficulty, &c., &c., all which ques-
tions he refused to answer, though told by the
Court that they weré proper and pertinent.
‘When asked relative to the Masonic privileges
of the plaintiff and the defendant, hesaid he was
under the same moral obligations to the one as
to the other. The question was repeated,
¢Are you under the same Masonic obligations
to the one as to the other? ¢Hem—hem—I
am under the same moral obligation.” The
question was repeated but no answer given.”

Thus, this poor oath-bound slave was as fast
in the trap as was his oath-bound predecessor,
for he openly violated his civil oath, and yet
gained nothing either for himself ot Masonry,
for his refusal proved all that was claimed.
Moreover, while he acknowledged that the
moral law laid him under equal obligations to
plaintiff and defendant, he set that law at de-
fiance by his attempt to adhere to Masonic
law. And so must every one who makes the

same attempt.
«Elisha M. Forbs was called as a witness.
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‘When sworn, he said to the Court, ¢ Now T’ll
tell you anything that isn’t Masonry, but any-
thing thatis,I won’t.” Several questions were
accordingly put, which were not calculated to
border on the secrets of Masonry ; he answered
them promptly. He was then asked directly
relative to the clauses of keeping all the se-
crets ; helpingout of difficulty ; promoting the
political preferment ; obeying the signs, sum-
mons, &c. He promptly refused to answer
any of them. J. T. Cox, Lemuel T. Bush,
Samuel Cook, and Luther Blivin, were sever-
ally called as witnesses, but stubbornly re-
fused to be sworn to testify, although warned
by the Court of the consequence of such re-
fusal. And yet, these very men have the ef-
frontery to say that Masonry in no way inter-
feres with the administration of civil justice!!
The plaintiff then called upon Messrs. William
Brayton, Benjamin Seeley, and Nathaniel Col-
ver, as witnesses. They gave a full and frank
disclosure of the several objectionable points
in the Masonic obligations ; stated many ot
the clauses verbatim, as administered in the
lodge-room, together with the penalties of
some of those obligations. Some of them had
sat in lodge with the defendant, and knew him
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to be a Royal Arch Mason. Some of them rec-
ollected distinetly the points in the Royal Arch
oath, of keeping the secrets, murder and trea-
son not excepted; of belping out of difficulty,
right or wrong ; of promoting the political pre-
ferment; and all under the no less penalty
than having the skull smote off, and the brains
exposed to the scorching rays of the sun.
The points in the Master’s oath were also fully
substantiated. It being a late hour at night,
the court adjourned till eight o’clock next
morning. The secret brotherhood were much
alarmed, and during the night they had much
racing and chasing. A purse was made up by
the fraternity, and a man dispatched after
Leonard Gibbs to help out of the difficulty.
Mr. Gibbs entered the arena, fresh for the con-
test, and much to the relief of Mr. Thorn.
Mr. Gibbs was a Knight Templar ; Mr. Thorn
was one degree below the Entered Apprentice.”

The Sir Knight, alias, Lawyer Gibbs, under-
took to cover the Masonic favoritism and false
swearing, by attempting to convince his op-
ponents that the plaintiff and the defendant
were equally entitled to -Masonic privileges;
and “Mr. Cone was called to prove the point,
and went so far as to say to the defendsnt’s
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counsel, that the secession and expulsion of
the plaintiff only excluded him from sitting
in the lodge. But when the counsel asked
him whether the obeying of the signs, sum-
mons, and helping out of difficulty, &ec., did
not refer directly or exclusively to a brother
or companion of the order, he refused to
answer. He was asked if an expelled mem-
ber was considered as abrother or companion ;
but he did not like to answer. He was then
asked if he was under the same Masonic obli-
gation to the plaintiff as to the defendant ; but
he did not say.”

Now, mark these facts: Mr. Calvin Cook
renounced Masonry; and the Masons, agree-
ably to their oaths, went to work to blast his
character, derange his business, destroy his
mill, and even threatened to burn his house
over his head; and then to hide all this, they,
with true Masonic effrontery and falsehood,
undertook to prove, yea, and swear, that Ma-
sonry only denied him the privilege of sitting
in the lodge, though they knew that they
were Masonically bound by oaths and death-
penalties to cut his throat, &. But such is
Masonry. The document truly says :

“Beveral circumstances transpired during
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this trial, to illustrate the peculiar nature of
the Masonic fraternity, and its dread of inves-
tigation. Every Mason, sworn or called as
a witness, seemed unusually anxious to give
his opinion, that there was nothing wrong in
Masonry, and that there was nothing in the
obligations which ke thought ought to disqual-
ify a man from sitting as a juror; and they
seemed grieved to the heart that they should
not be allowed to crowd their opinions down
the throats of the triers, as indubitable evi-
dence. But when called upon to let the triers
have the plain undisguised facts about Ma-
sonry, or Magonic oaths, they were silent as

the grave; while on the other hand, the
other witnesses seemed unwilling to express
any opinion, but wished to state the facts, and
let the triers themselves judge of them. On
the second day, Mr. Colver was called as a wit-
ness, and cross-examined by Mr. Gibbs. He
was asked, ¢ Did you ever take an oath which
you supposed would bias you as a juror? He
replied, ‘I will tell what oath I did take, and
the triers may judge of it themselves. I took
an oath in these very words.’ Here he was
stopped by the counsel, who said, ‘I don’t want
the oath, I want your opinion, whether you
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supposed the oath would bias you as a juror.
Mr. Colver said, if the court decided that he
should give an opinion to the triers, he would
give it with pleasure, otherwise he was unwill-
ing to obtrude any opinion upon them, but
would state the facts, and the points in the
oaths, and let the triers form their own opin-
ion. But Mr. Gibbs urged the question. The
counsel for the plaintiff withdrew his objec-
tion, and Mr. Colver answered, ‘I did take an
oath, which, upon reflection, I was satisfied
was designed, and directly calculated, to set
the laws of God and man at defiance!” Mr.
Gibbs did not ask for a second question.
‘When the Masons were on the stand, testify-
ing, such was the agitation of the wounded
fraternity, that the proceedings were often in-
terrupted : the witnesses were told by the
spectators not to answer the questions, that
the Court ought to know better than to suffer
such questions to be asked, and that the Court
had no authority to make the witnesses reveal
the sccrets of Masonry. Such was the bold,
repeated, and unlawful interference of John
Doty, late sheriff of the county, that he was
sharply threatened with punishment for con-
tempt of court. He was not alone in his
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abuse of the Court. When the challenge was
made, and the question touching the secrets of
Masonry was put, a pale ferocity seemed visi-
ble on the countenances of the members of
the institution. Malignity of the most deadly
kind sat upon each brow. The counsel and
the Court were threatened with the speedy in-
dignation of the brotherhood; they grinned
horrible vengeance, while their beasts of bur-
den groaned, and cursed, and wept, and pitied,
and cried one to another, ‘Is there no help for
the widow’s son?

« After the testimony was closed, Mr. Gibbs,
on the part of the defendant, and Mr. E. D.
Colver, on the part of the plaintiff, addressed
the triers at some length. The case was then
submitted under the charge of the Court, and
after mature deliberation the triers returned
with the decision, that Erastus Day was not
indifferent. Consequently Mr. Day was re-
Jjected from the jury,” being by hlB Masomc
oaths disqualified.

Such is the way Masonry was dealt with
forty years ago, where honest freemen had
the administration of justice. And such is
the way it ever will be dealt with, wherever
honest and intelligent men occupy the seats of



60 KEY TO MASONRY.

justice. No man in his senses can accept as a
witness, a juror, or a judge, one who is known
to be bound by oaths and death-penalties to
acquit the guilty, defiant of the laws both of
God and nations. And such is the man who
is an oath-bound Mason! And, observe, this
is proved by the testimony of his own lips!
In short, till Masonry is dealt with as it was
at Fort Ann forty years ago, honest men must
still lament as did Isaiah: “Judgment is
turned away backward, and justice standeth
afar off: for truth is fallen in the street, and
equity can not enter.”

The following from the Lancaster Herald,
and published in the Antimasonic Almanac
for 1830, deserves a place beside the extracts
given above—the hero of the story being an-
another Masonic lawyer, doubtless a Sir
Knight : | ‘

“Griffin, counsel for the defendant. Griffin
remarked that if the witness, Tnrner, was com-
pelled to swear, it might lead to a train of cir-
cumstances which would ultimately cause him,
Turner, to be indicted for the murder of Mor-
gan.” * * *x «Ttgeems, from statements
which we received from a source to be relied
on, that Griffin, after having been counsel for
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the kidnapers, without compensation, during
three years, began to inquire for his pay, (his
charges amounting to about twenty thousand
dollars,) but could find none to pay. Thekid-
napers and other Masons whe employed him
to goon in defending them, were disposed to
excuse themselves from paying. And it seems
that some of them denied having ever em-
ployed him as counsel. We learn that in ref-
erence to this Griffin said, ¢ Let them make it
appear, in open court, that I was not their coun-
sel,and I wiLL TELL A TALE which they_ will not
like to hear: I WILL TELL SOME THINGS FROM WHICH
EVEN THE LIMITATION LAW WILL NOT EXONERATE
THEM! Nor will I take any of your small fel-
lows : I WILL BRING NECKS THAT WILL GRACE THE
HALTER !” ¢ The limitation law” was evidently
of Masonic origin !

So then, according to his own showing, he de-
liberately set at defiance and trampled upon the
law of God and of his country; defended mur-
derers and trampled upon the innocent,—es-
pecially the widow and orphans of the murdered
Morgan,—and that for the space of three years;
and all this for pay!—for if the pay should
not come he threatened to turn on the side of
truth! And mark with what coolness he
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makes the statement, as though it never
occurred to him that there was anything
wrong in all this. Surely such men belong to
the number who are « past feeling.” But this is
the very point to which Masonry leads, and is
designed to lead.



CHAPTER 1IV.

Additional testimony given at the Antimasonic Conven-
tion at Syracuse, Nov. 1870—An awful instance of false-
hood by & Masonic minister—Remarks upon the whole, and
upon the criminal silence of pulpit and press—Facts show
how Masonry is controlling and corrupting the churches.

On the 16th and 17th of last month, Novem-
ber, 1870, I attended an antimasonic conven-
tion at Syracuse, New York, where we had
overwhelming evidence of the truth of former
developments and revelations of Masonry,
and abundance of evidence that it is now sub-
stantially what it was in the days of Morgan,
. Robison, Barruel, Frederick, Voltaire, and
‘Weishaupt. Trifling alterations there are,
such as Boez and Jachan instead of Jachan
and Boez, a different method of fastening
the rope upon the candidate in the Master’s
degree, &c. &c., together with various tricks
and fooleries, such as asking where the Master-
Mason hangs his hat—when the fact is, he
presides with it on his head. Degrees, too,
are added from time to time; but the whole
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system 1is still, as it ever has been, thoroughly
antichristian and incredibly bad.

On the night of the 16th, Mr. Charles Blan-
chard gave the three first degrees with won-
derful accuracy, to an audience which filled
Shakspeare Hall. Abundance of the «craft”
were there, both Jews and gentiles, and they
squirmed exceedingly while the sickening
developments were being made. Meantime,
the Masonic laugh and other methods were
adopted to deceive the “cowans,” but to no

. purpose, unless to show beyond the possibility
of a mistake both the truthfulness of the
revelations and the corrupting and degrading
influence of the system.

- On the following evening the hall was again
filled. The first part of the programme for
this evening was to call upon seceding Masons,
to say whether the three first degrees had
been truthfully given on the previous evening.
Three ministers of the gospel, namely: Soper,
Rathbun, and Dunbar, testified that they were
given substantially as they had received them,
and as they had seen them administered. Mr.
Nessell gave the same testimony. Hon. Sam-
uel Green, who is eighty-two years of age, and
who belonged to the same lodge with Capt. Wil-
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liam Morgan, and who as an eye and ear wit-
ness has published the doings of the fraternity
with regard to Morgan’s revelations, and his
subsequent abduction and murder, bore a simi-
lar testimony before the house, and added
with great emphasis, “ The Mason that denies
it is a liar before God!” Now observe, four
of the above witnesses testified tothese degrees
as they were administered many years ago,
even before the Morgan murder, while Rath-
bun, who is a young man, testified to them as
he received them but a few years ago; show-
ing that they are administered now as they
were formerly, with the trifling variations
specified and indicated above. The Rev.
David Bernard, author of Light on Masonry,
and now laden with many years, and ripe in
the Christian graces, was also present, and
on the previous day gave his weighty testi-
mony. Thus God in his wisdom and mercy
has spared those men to give their extraordi-
nary testimony, and all the weight of their
wonderful experience, to assist the present
generation to put down this deadly conspiracy
against the Lord and against his anointed.

. An aged man told me, on the second day of
the c,onvgntion, that he was present on one oc-
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casion when a candidate was being initiated ;
and when the usual question was asked, “ In
whom do you put your trust ?”” the poor
blind candidate replied, “In Jesus Christ.”
Upon which the warden, who not only asks
the questions, but supplies the answers, said,
“ you must not say that.” To which the poor
fellow replied, “then what will I say?”’
“Bay in God,” was the reply. Just so
scrupulously is the name of God our Saviorex-
cluded from this idolatrous system. On the
second evening Rev. Mr. Rathbun stated the
following to a full house. Before he, Rath-
bun, had come fully out, it was whispered
round that he was opposed to Masonry, while
as yet it had not been generally known that
he had been a Mason. A minister who was a
Mason, but whom he said he would not name,
came to him and said, “I understand you are
opposed to Masonry.” Mr R. assented, and
gave some reasons. To this the other rever-
end Mason replied, “You have been deceived;
that is not Masonry.” Mr. R. then quoted
other objectionable points, upon which the
Masonic minister declared ¢“before God” that
it was not true, enforcing the solemn state-
ment by the fact, that he was a Mason and
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knew whereof he affirmed. Mr. R. now in-
formed this lying witness that he too was a
Mason, and knew whereof he affirmed. Upon
which, said Mr. R., the man turned pale and
trembled, butmade noreply. This is that Rath-
bun who, one night last summer, was roused
from his bed by a noise in his barn, and when
he went to his barn was knocked down and
choked, and then dragged to a distance from
his house under cover of night, and nearly
murdered by Masons, who threatened to com-
plete the murder at a future day, if he should
persist in exposing Masonry—for he had been
lecturing against the system. Mr. R. said he
never returned to the lodge after he was
raised to the third degrege, and that he had no
peace till he renounced the whole. No, nor
can any man have any peace except that which
is the result of a seared conscience—the peace of
death. How can he have Christian peace, who
binds himself by oaths and death-penalties to
violate the whole of the divine moral code, as
well as the laws of his country, yea, and to de-
fend every possible crime and the perpetrators
thereof? Such, it is well known, is the oath of
the Royal Arch Mason; and the previous oaths
and obligations embrace all this, though they
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do not express it in so many words. To say
that such men are Christians, implies a degree
of latitudinarianism that excludes the moral
law in toto, and, consequently, denies the very
being of its author: it is, in a word, downright
atheism, such atheism as is openly avowed in
the twenty-eighth degree of Masonry. Hence,
Jesus Christ, the only lawgiver, the true God and
eternal life, is absolutely excluded from the en-
tire system. It is necessary to bring this fea-
ture of Masonry clearly before the people, and
to keep it before them, seeing so many hesi-
tate to believe the facts which we state regard-
ing Masons and Masonry. When God and
his law are excluded, renounced, itis no longer
matter of wonder that such men will com-
mit all sorts of crime, and then screen each
other from the penalties of a law which they
have renounced ; and then tell lies to hide the
whole from their more conscientious neigh-
bors. That such are the doings of Masons is
simply matter of fact, palpable to all who will
not close their eyes and ears. Look at the
trials in our courts of justice, so called ; hear
the statements, see the tears, hear the lamen-
tations of your fellow-citizens who have been
variously injured, and have sought, vainly

-
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sought, for redress by .appealing to ecclesiasti-
cal and civil courts; and then close your eyes
and ears again, if you please; but do not deny
the facts.

But that which is the most wonderful, is
the fact that while this deadly conspiracy has
been rapidly accumulating strength, and or-
ganizing its forces; while it has been robbing
and murdering our fellow-citizens round aboyt
us; while it has been committing every kind of
outrage, and violating every righteons law,
and bidding defiance to all authority and rule,
save that which is Masonic; yea, while it has
been actually fastening its chains wpon us, and
bringing us into the most servile bondage, both
civil and religious, we have been strangely
asleep; so much 8o, that our pulpits and presses
have been like so many ‘“dumb dogs that can
not bark, sleeping, lying down, loving to
slumber.” Nay, we have been contributing of
our means to help the conspirators, and have
lent our influence to raise -them to places of
emolument and power. Does higtory record
greater infatuation than this? Nor can we now
plead ignorance, for the facts are palpable, and
the warning voiceis now being heard, yea,and
the dark dens, the bloody: cells of the.conspira-
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tors, with all their symbols of death, are laid
open to the public gaze. Hence, all who now
take sides with the conspirators, plead igno-
rance, or pretend to take neutral ground, must
be classed with the conspirators; to them the
following words of Jesus apply with all their
foree: “He that is not for us is against us,
and he that gathereth not with us scattereth.”
The nature of the struggle is such that there
can be no neutral ground: there are but two
sides, that of the conspirators, and that of the
loyalists. And such is the evidence now af-
forded to the people of this country, that therr
is really no excuse for those who take the
wrong side; nor is it possible for any one to
take both sides. While in Syracuse at the
late convention, Mr. Merrick, in whose hospi-
table dwelling Thad a home, related to me the
following incident: A certain Mason who re-
cently renounced Masonry, and sought and
found mercy, went to a former Masonic com-
panion, and said: “Which do you mean to
go with, the church or the lodge ?’ «“ What
do you mean,” said the Mason? «Well, I
mean what I say,” was the reply. “ Which do
you mean to go with, the church or the
lodge? for you can not go with both. I
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mean to go with the church.” Nothing can
be truer than this statement: no man can go
with both, unless in the sense of a hypocritical
pretension; for no two systems can be more
adverse than the Masonic lodge and the
church of Christ; and every intelligent Ma-
son knows this. Hence a high Mason, when
conversing with Rev. Dr. Blanchard, said, on
learning who he was, “ We respect such gen-
tlemen as you, for you must know that we are
disintegrating the churches.” Thus he ac-
knowledged that this is their design, and also
that they are doing so, and that every intelli-
gent man must know the fact. Masonry aims
at controlling every church organization in
the land; and if a part of a given church
should oppose such daring usurpation, disin-
tegration is the result; and then the conspira-
tors will employ all their Masonic art to at-
tach all the blame to the noble souls who op-
pose their usurpation; yea, and they will em-
ploy the same Masonic art to blast their char-
acter and derange their business, especially by
disintegrating such church: and in view of
such disintegration, many fearful souls will op-
pose their faithful brethren, and side with the
conspirators: and if the pastor is in the opposi-
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tion, he will speedily be removed, to save the
church, forsooth, and then the conspirators
will proceed with their bad work without in-
terruption: and if the pastor be with the con-
spirators, the faithful members will be driven
out of the church, of course; and thus the
work of disintegration goes on.

Now, every man in his senses must know,
however artfully the conspirators may com-
plicate such quarrels, that the members who
oppose the usurpation are in the right, for no
previous stipulation on their part binds them
to submit to it; nor can it be pretended that
the other party had any right to become Ma-
sons while professed ministers and members
of the Christian church ; much less can it be
pretended that they had a right to force Ma-
sonry upon their fellow-members. Nothing
can be more evident than that all this is a high
offense on their part, and a gross violation of
their most golemn engagements. Itis evident,
therefore, that ho sophistry can excuse those
who side with the conspirators in such cases,
for however they may pretend to be blind to
the nature and doings of Masonry, they can
not pretend thiat any man has a right t6 bring
it into the cliutch of God our Bavior, nor can
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they pretend that it is wrong for the members
of the church to resist its usurpations. But
it is not only not wrong, it is their bounden
duty so to do, in view of the antichristian
and exceedingly immoral character and tend-
ency of the system.

To prove that Masonry is essentmﬂy anti-
christian, it is only necessary to adduce the
fact, that by a fundamental law it excludes
the very name of the author and founder of
Christianity feom all that is strictly Masonic,
so much 8o to, that that sacred name, which is
above every name that is named, is not al-
lowed to be introduced either in its devotions
or lectures. - Seeing some Masons are too dis-
honest or too ignorant to admit this, while
many wha are not Masons are so ignorant of
the system that they are inclined to question
the startling fact, we will here offer the fol-
lowing Magonic testimony -in support of it;
afterward, we think, Lionest men will no more
question our testimony on this point. .

Mackey, in his Lexicon, Art. Masonry, says
the only belief required of a Mason is “the
belief in a God.” He adds, “The religion,
then, of Masonry, is pure theism; on which
it3 diffsrent members ingraft their own pecul-
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iar opinions; but they are not permitted to
introduce them into the lodge, or to connect
their truth or falsehood with the truth of
Masonry.” Now you know what Masonry is
as a religious system. But mark the following
particulars: ¢Belief in a God,” all other be-
liefs are mere “opinions,” and ‘“they are not
permitted to introduce them into the lodge,
or to connect their truth or falsehood with the
truth of Masonry.” While Masonic belief is
claimed to be ¢“truth,” it is intimated with
true Masonic craft that all other religious be-
liefs are, or at least may be, * falsehood,” or
at best, mere “sectarian points.” Just so the
old Masonic Methodist preacher, when asked
by myself why Masonry excluded Jesus
promptly replied, “That would make it a
sect!” Hence, while as a Methodist he was a
Christian, as a Mason he was an infidel!
Men may practice this cheat upon their fel-
lows, but they can not practice it upon God
Almighty! But upon this infidelity, we are
told, they may ‘“ingraft their own peculiar
opinions,” though “they are not permitted to
introduce them into the lodge, or to connect
them with the truth of Masonry.” Now, we
would like to know how they can “ingraft”
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them upon Masonic truth or falsehood while
they are absolutely forbidden to ¢introduce”
or “connect” them therewith! 'Just here we
think Masonic craft has overdone itself, But
the thing that is thus apparently permitted,
and at the same time positively denied, is in itself
tmpossible, for righteousness and unrighteous-
ness, light and darkness, Christ and Belial,
the believer and the infidel, are opposites which
can not be united—the one can not be ingrafted
upon the other. So says Paul, and so says
common sense. Masonry joins issug with both,
but the result is by no means doubiful.



CHAPTER V.

Antiohristian Character of Masonry—Bible Utterly Re-
jected by Mssonry—Christ must not be Mentioned even
in their Publioc Assemblies.

To show beyond the possibility of doubt
that Masonry is antichristian, and also that
it is right for members of the Christian church
to resist $ts usurpations, we will yet quote
Masonie sdithority on this point, although we
have abundantly proved it elsewhere.

Chase, in his Digest of Masonic Law,
declares that to require a belief in ¢ the divine
authenticity of the Bible,” or “a state of
future rewards and punishments, is a serious
innovation on the very body of Masonry.”
I quote from the Christian Cynosure, the lat-
ter quoting from page 206 of said digest.

Here it is declared, by Masonic standard
authority, that it is essentially at variance
with the_first principles of Masonry to require
any belief in the Bible more than in any other
book. Now, if this be not antichristian,
what is? And lest any one should require “a
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belief in future rewards and punishments”
independent of the Bible, that too is declared
to be positively antimasonic. Is not this the
reason why Masonic penalties are so severe,
namely, because future rewards and punish-
ments being denied, their laws can not be en-
fored by such rewards and punishments? And
from all such punishment, save that which is
purely Masonic, they are under oath to screen
each other. Are not such principles destruct-
ive in the last degree? In my judgment, these
principles fully account for those Masonic false-
hoods and murders which honest men are so
slow to believe.

To show that Masonry is, as it ever has
been, perfectly antichristian, I here give a
quotation from a recent number of the Mystic
Star, a Masonic monthly published in Chicago.
The extract is taken. from-the. Christian Cyno-
sure of November 4, 1870. v

¢ GRAND LODGE OF IOWA.”

“By the politeness of Grand Secretary Par-
vin, we have received a copy of the address
of G. M. Michel, of Iowa, and also that ot

~ Grand Orator Kending of .the same state.
They are both very able productions. We



78 KEY TO MASONRY.

regret, however, to notice a very exceptional
expression in Bro. Kending’s address. We re-
fer to the phrase, ‘earth’s Creator and man’s
Redeemer, Jesus Christ.’ This sentiment is
-purely sectarian, and as such, much at vari-
ance with Bro. Kending’s general good taste.
It is reasonable to suppose that not a tithe of
those he addressed believed in this sentiment.
[This is fairly deducible from the fact that
they were Masons!] All Universalists, all Is-
raelites, all Spiritualists, and many others, do
not believe in it at all. And were all such re-
moved from the fraternity, there would be
precious few remaining; so that it is alto-
gether out of place on such an occasion. Bro.
Kending has a perfect right to his opinions, and
to preach  them in his pulpit; but to smug-
gle them into a Masonic lodge is as inappro-
priate as it would be for a merchant brotherto
take his goods there to gell.” * * * «Djqd
we not thus protest against the introduction of
any sectarian matter in any address to the craft,
we would not do justice to our own feelings, nor
to the rights of a large majority in the order.
Besides being in execrable bad taste, the prac-
tice is utterly subversive of the harmony that
should pervade all our public gatherings. It




ANTICHRISTIAN CHARACTER OF MASONRY. 79

is not right that any man should take advantage
of his position as orator to inflict upon his au-
ditorssentiments that they do not wish to hear.”

Now, we would simply fix the reader’s at-
tention upon the following particulars. The
offense is simply this: a pastor of a Christian
church, being a Mason, and the orator at a
public Masonic gathering, used this phrase in
the course of his address to the fraternity,
“ earth’s Creator and man’s Redeemer, Jesus
Christ.” This is declared to be  very excep-
tional”’—¢ purely sectarian”—¢“at variance
with good taste”—¢altogether out of place.”
It is to “smuggle;” it is like “a merchant
brother taking his goods there to sell;” it is
“in execrable bad taste;”’ yea, “the practice
is utterly subversive of the harmony that
should pervade all our public gatherings.”

There, if that is not antichristian, I again
ask what is? Indeed, the severity of the
rebuke and the evils apprehended, would lead
one to suppose that the crime was enormous;
and yet, it merely consisted in uttering these
wordsata public meeting of Masons,—* earth’s
Creator and man’s Redeemer, Jesus Christ,”—
that is all ! Itis acknowledged, too, that the
only way that the sacred name can find its -
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way into a Masonic lodge, is by smuggling !
And this statement is true enough, for to bring
it in is contrary to Masonic law. And yet Ma-
sons will prate to us about the unparalleled
goodness of theirsystem ; aboutits “friendship,
morality, and brotherly love;” about its being
“the handmaid of religion;” and just so ig-
norant are they, as to assume that morality and
love are different things, and that all these are
no part of religion, but that these and lother
Masonic excellencies together make up a kind
of “handmaid” for religion. They tell us,
too, that everything in their system is from
the Bible, and then exclaim, “Masonry di-
vine!” Yet, according to their own acknowl-
edgment, it is so perfectly antichristian that the
name of Him who is the author of Chris-
tianity must not be uttered before a Masonic
assembly; nor can it find its way into a Ma-
sonic lodge save by a process of smuggling!
Nor is a professed minister of Christ allowed
to introduce a jot or tittle of Christianity at a
public meeting of Masons, though his Chris-
tian commission, if he has any, binds him to
«preach the gospel to every creature.” But
_ it would seem that Masons are not creatures,
\ for we are told that the gospel must not be
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preached to them as Masons. Well, they will
find out, sooner or later, that they are crea-
tures, and accountable creatures too; and ter-
rible will be their reckoning if they continue
to reject Him who is “earth’s Creator and
man’s Redeemer.” And if that same Ken-
ding, who is thus publicly reproved for utter-
ing these words of truth, will persist in adher-
ing to and supporting this antichristian sys-
tem, his final reckoning will be terrible in the
extreme. He would do well to ponder those
words of Him whom Masonry rejects,—
“Whosoever denieth me before men, him will
I also deny before my Father and his holy an-
gels.” “But those mine enemies, who would
not that I should reign over them, bring
hither, and slay them before me.”

Finally, we simply beg that Masons, and
especially Methodist Masons, will no longer
insult our intelligence by telling us that their
Christless system is a Christian system.
Neither let them tell us that it makes no pro-
fession of religion, while it has its ritual, its
worship, and its priests, and professes to raise
its members to moral perfection here, and to
heaven hereafter, as we have shown elsewhere.

And we further ask, aresshe oath-bound mem-
. 6 \
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bers and advocates of this antichristian system
fit persons to rule God’s people? and should
. God’s people pay them for usurping such au-
thority over them and crushing out Christ’s
faithful ministers? Oris it not rater their
plain duty to defend the faith against the usur-
pations of such conspirators?




€HAPTER VI.

Masonioc Murders—Important Questions Asked and Remarks
Offered in this Connection—Testimony of Persons now
Living Regarding the Muxder of Captain Neill, and Other
Doings of Masonry—Names of S8omeé of the Principal
Aotors in the Morgan Murder—Startling Particulars—
They Swore that they Knew Nothing of the Matter.
But Masonry is not only antichristian in

theory; it is not only arrogant in its claims,
idolatrous in its worship, sickening and de-
grading in its ceremonies, and blasphemous
in its teachings.and titles, and grossly atheist-
ical 3 but it is persecuting and murderous in
its disposition and practice, and that to an
incredible degree. In addition to what we
have formerly said on these points, we here
offer the following:

In 1730 PrircEAarRp and PRriest published
«Masonry Dissected.” For a time Pritchard
eluded the grasp of his murderous pursuers
by hiding himself, and the Masons reported
that he was away selling his book and making
a fortune.. The poor fellow ventured to come
out of his concealment, and was soon after
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murdered. Priest, it is said, was also mur-
" dered. The disclosure of Masonic abomina-
tions, together with these murders, produced
wonderful excitement and indignation in Great
Britain, and particularly in London, for sev-
eral years. But the craft suspended their pub-
lic festivals and shrunk into obscurity till the
indignation subsided, just as they did after
the murder of Morgan.

LivinesToN was a Mason, and a native of
the State of New York. Jachin and Boaz
had fallen into his hands. He either did not
know the nature of his obligations, or he sup-
posed his Masonic brethren would not execute
the penalty. But be that as it may, he ven-
tured to say that the book was true. Soon
after, he was summoned to the lodge, and
never again returned.

The murder of Capr. ARIEL MURDOCK is
well known. The Antimasonic Almanac for
1831, and now before me, contains a full
account of it, as also that of the two murders
just noticed. A corresponding account, with
additional developments, waslately given in the
Christian Cynosure. 1 extract the following
from the Almanac: ¢ The captain’s wife, a very
intelligent and respectable woman, and still
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alive, obtained a copy of Jachin and Boaz.
She learned it to a considerable degree of per-
fection, could talk it correctly, which she fre-
quently did, and often, for the entertainment
of the neighbors, would act the lodge in going
over the ceremonies.” Murdock probably as-
sented—at any rate he was blamed. “The day
previous to Mr. Murdock’s death, several Ma-
sons called upon him. They were a long time
closeted with him. Their errand, or conversa-
tion, they never accounted for. During the
same day, Mr. Murdock left the house,—it
is supposed with the Masons,—and never
returned. The next morning Masons brought
word that he was found a corpse in the adjoin-
ing woods. He wasfound with a bruise on his
head, his throat horribly cut, and had several stabs
under his left breast!! The ground round where
he lay was much disturbed, as if he had strug-
gled. Blood had spirted from him on a tree
near where he lay, and had been whittled off
with his knife! His family found it difficult to
approach the corpse, the Masons making them
stand back. They pretended that all was sui-
cide. The knife was in his hand, as if he had
himself done the deed—which was impossible.
They procured a coffin at their own expense;
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he was LAD our IN THE woops! and borne
from thence, the same day, to the place of inter-
ment!! No reason was given to the family for
this extraordinary conduct. As soon as this
tragedy was over Mr. Murdock was calum-
niated. He ‘was represented as having mur-
dered himself, as having been deranged, &e.
One of his supposed Masonic murderers was
many years after seen in Philadelphia—a
wretched vagabond. On being asked how he
came on, he exclaimed. ¢Good God! only
look at my condition. I have not enjoyed a
happy day since I left Rensselaerville, which
was the place where Murdock was murdered.”

It may seen strange that the Masons were
permitted thus at once to bury up both the
mangled body and the Masonic crime together.
But it must be remembered that they were
in overwhelming numbers; that the mur-
dered man had been a Mason; that the family
were weak and overwhelmed with sorrow, and
utterly bewildered. And, moreover, Masonry
was not then known as it is now. Add to this
the fact that then, as now, many who were not
Masons feared the murderous combination,
and, consulting their own interest, silently
looked on, and left the Masons to do their
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work unopposed. Nor is there any need to
wonder at this. Notwithstanding the knowl-
edge -of Masonry that is now had, or may be
had, I have been left to struggle with Masonry
alone for years. It is as easy as it is common
for persons to say of past events, “If I had
been there I would not have allowed it,”
while they are profoundly silent with regard
to similar events now occurring. Down yon-
der in the State of New York a Mr. Johnson
was recently brought from a Masonic lodge
—that is, his body was brought from it,—with
the neck broken. It was simply represented
by the craft that the thing was an accident; and
the body was buried without investigation, like
that of Murdock. I heard the facts publicly
stated at the late convention in Syracuse. It
was insisted that investigation should be had;
but we probably shall hear no more of the
matter. It is equally well known that Rev.
Mr. Rathbun, a seceding Mason, was almost
murdered by Masons last June, and that too
will probably pass off with a little talk.

Here follows, in this same almanac,
the sworn testimony of Samuel G. An-
derton, before John W. Quincey, a notary
public. in Boston, with all the particu-
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lars of the horrid murder of WrLL1AM MILLER,
in a Masonic lodge in Belfast, in the year
1813. The body, with the throat cut and the
left breast torn open, was buried with about as
little investigation as was that of Murdock.
And there the matter rested till Anderton, an
eye and ear witness of the horrid tragedy,
was foreed by his troubled conscience to testity
to the facts long after. Corroborative testi-
mony was also given upon oath by Agnes
Bell; and also by others in the states of Ver-
mont and New York, and in the territory of
Michigan. I only mention the facts here, hav-
ing given Anderton’s account in Masonic con-
spiracy, No. 2. Great cfforts were made by
the Masons in Boston, to blast Anderton’s
character and blunt the edge of his testimony;
but the effort was an utter failure, farther
than to confirm the fact that Miller was mur-
dered by some one. The horrid marks of Ma-
sonic murder, however, which Miller’s body
bore—the left breast torn open and the throat
cut across—alone prove that the deed was per-
petrated by Masonic hands, for Masons only
murder in that way; and it is well known
that they are under oath so to do, and also to
submit to such death should they ever divulge
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Masonic secrets; yea, and they publicly declare
that all this is “no more tHan justice!” So
that it is utter folly for either Masons or non-
masons to attempt to contradict these facts.

FROM THE SAME ALMAMAC.

“JoaB HUNTER was a member of a lodge in
Boston, Mass. Some time after Morgan was
murdered, he was summoned to the lodge,
and, soon after, members of the lodge brought
his dead body to his house, simply saying BHE
pIED IN A FIT! He was closely surrounded by
Masons, who pretended to sympathize with his
Jamily. A coroner’s jury was summoned, all,
or nearly all, of whom, with the coroner, were
Masons, and the body was buried early the
same morning! It was reported that the
coffin was made the evening hefore. [On
such occasions Masons furnish the coffin, of
course.] While the body was lying in the
house the friends found it difficult to get
access to it, so closely was it guarded by
the Masons. One of the relations, however,
pressed his way through the crowd, took the
cloth oft the face of the corpse, which had
been thus covered by the Masons (for they
had taken all the management into their own
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hands), and, on examining, found a black circle
around his neck! [No doubt he was choked
by a cap and cords, similar to those used to
choke Miller in the Belfast lodge.] An excla-
mation was then made that he was strangled
[which could not be done by accident!] A
plea was set against this that when the fit
seized him he fell with his meck on the back
of a chair, which caused the mark. This did
not satisfy, because impossible. The uproar
-was prodigious, and spread through the city.
Meantime the Masons had buried the body.
It was raised, however, and re-examined.
But as all offices were filled with Masons, and
a8 Masons would not give testimony to con-
vict one another, nothing further was done,
save a confirmation of the previous suspicion,
that he died by the act of man, and not by the
visitation of God.”

I simply call attention to a few of the above
facts. Hunter was summoned to the lodge;
he obeyed the summons; he entered the
lodge; his corpse only came out, and that by
the hands of members of that same lodge,
who simply said ke had a fit. Those same men
surrounded the body; did all they could to
conceal it, even from the nearest friends, and
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with shameless precipitance hurried it to the
grave and buried it. It was raised, examined,
and found to have been strangled, and the
only reply given to the charge, founded upon
the obvious marks of strangulation, was, that
the man fell upon the back of a chair! There
the matter rested, and the murderers escaped
punishment simply because they were Magons,
and because Masons are under oath to conceal
each other’s crimes (“treason and murder not
excepted”), and to extricate each other from
difficulty, whether right or wrong!

Not long ago the Christian Cynosure gave
an account of the murder of the following
persons:

Noan Swuirs, of Vermont, for republishing
Jachin and Boaz, in 1798; WiLLiam RitchIE,
near Philadelphia; Oriver GaviL, in Ohio;
and the EmMPEROR ALEXANDER, for suppress-
ing the lodges in Russia and Poland.

Buch are a few, and but a very few, of the
murders committed by this truly diabolical
system, which probably exceeds in wickedness
any other system in this or in any other age.
Other sinners may violate the laws of God
and men; but Masons are under oath to do
so! Other sinners may commit murder; but
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Masons are under oath to do so! Other sin-
ners may defend all crimes and criminals; but
Masons are under oath to do so, or suffer the
Masonic death-penalty!

Now, in view of all this, we simply ask:
Are men who are bound to such a system, by
such oaths, fit persons to fill the pulpits of
the Christian church, and feed and rule God’s
people? And should God’s people, when they
know the fact, pay them for thus usurping the
places of the true and faithful pastors? And
when they refuse to pay, or to accept such
men as their pastors, should they be blamed
for the results of the wicked usurpations of
such conspirators? Finally, are not these
questions as proper as they are plain? And
do they not demand the profoundest attention
of all who fear God, especially at this time,
when it is evident that an honest pastor can
not get a pulpit that is claimed by an oath-
bound conspirator? And, I may add, this is
the very reason why so many ministers enter
the secret “ring,” and that before they know
the inside of the “ring,” or the terrible con-
sequences of entering it. It may be well
cnough to suggest just here that these ques-
tions can not be answered by the silence, the
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laughs, the misrepresentations, or the threats of
the conspirators; nor yet by the cool indiffer-
ence of others. No; they demand, and must
have, a very different answer, sooner or later;
for it is evident that Christian and Masonic
rule can not exist together; the one must
exclude the other. In olden times, when the
worship of Baal was substituted for that of
the true God it had many zealous advocates
among those who professed to be Israelites;
but a much larger number, fearing the danger
on either hand, “halted between two opin-
ions.” - To such Elijah was sent, with this
message: “How long halt ye between two
opinions? If the Lord be God, follow him:
but if Baal, then follow him.” The same
idolatrous worship is now, to a large ex-
tent, substituted for that of God Almighty,
and as of old, so now, it has many zealous
advocates among those who profess to be
Israelites, while a still larger number ¢“halt
between two opinions”—not as to whether
Masonry or Christianity is the true religion,
but as to whether they should boldly and
openly defend the one and oppose the other.
They see danger on either hand; hence they
“halt between two opinions.” O ye pusil-
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lanimous, limping souls, come cut and take
one side or the other. «If the Lord be Ged
follow him: but if Baal, then fellow him.”
Only, remember the fate of those who chose
the wrong side in the days of Elijah, and in
the days of Moses—they were slain! See
Exod. xxxii. 26-28, and I. Kings xviii. 40.
If all the halting souls that are in the Meth-
odist Church to-day would decide' as did the
halting ones in the days of Elijak, they would
sweep Masonry out of it in an “incredibly
short time. Hence, if they will not do se,
they must be accountable for the continu-
ance of Baal worship and worshipers in the
church, and must finally themselves share
the fate of Baal worshipers. Certain it is,
that Masonry or Christianity must be driv-
en out of the church. ¢“He that hath an ear,
let him hear.” And it is equally certain. that
Masonry or liberty must be driven from the
country, and that very soon. Indeed, the
pulpit and the press are almost all in bondage
- now, so much so, that while the iniquitous
character and doings of Masonry are well
known, they are almost universally silent;
and all classes of business and professional
men are: equally silent, even when they know
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and detest the system. Never, perhaps, was
a people more silent in view of such terrible
evils. Every man seems to think that his
ruin would be certain should he dare to speak
a word against Masonry; and to make this
very impression, the conspirators are contin-
ually throwing out their terrible threats, and
in their dark conclaves are as constantly plan-
ning the execution of such threats.

Recently, while journeying, I stopped ower
night at the hospitable dwelling of Messrs..
William and Charles Stoughton, who with
their amiable sister live together on a hand-
some farm on the gravel,or Grand River road,
one mile east of Farmington, in Wayne
County, Michigan. Having lived in thelocal-
ity and days of the Morgan murder, and
being also in possession of my writings on
Masonry, they conversed freely on the events
of those times; and from them I obtained the
following particulars:

During what is called the war of 1812, Cap-
tain Neill, of Nashville, Tennessee, was in
command of a regiment in the vicinity of Ni-
agara. During the cold weather, Capt. Neill
was sheltered in the house of an uncle of these
Stoughtons, and his men found shelter in the
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barn of the same Stoughton. Being in this lo-
cality for a considerable length of time, and be-
ing intelligent and amiable, the captain made
many friends. After the war, he returned to
Nashville and engaged in business, keeping
a store there. After a time, the Masons en-
gaged in building a hall in Nashville, and
the captain being a Mason of three degrees,
they applied to him for the loan of money
to help build their hall. Finally, the cap-
tain agreed to lend them quite a large sum,
on the condition that they would refund it at a
specified time, at which he said he had pay-
ments to make. This they promised to do.
The time came, but they showed no disposi-
tion to pay. He applied for his money sev-
eral times, and finally only received insulting
answers. The captain finally threatened that
he would expose both them and Masonry if
they would not return his money ; while they
on their part so deranged his business that he
became hopelessly embarrassed. The result
was, he publicly divulged the three degrees
which he had taken. Some who knew that
the Masons had resolved to murder him, ad--
vised him to escape at once.. The captain’s
wife being a good horsewoman, horses were
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procured, and they mounted and fled under
cover of night. Knowing the determination
and vigilance of the Masons, friends of the
escaping couple provided changes of horses
for them at different points on the road as they
fled northward. Finally they reached the
house of their old aequaintance, Amasa
Stoughton, in the township of Cambra, Ni-
agara County, New York, on the Ridge road.
This Amasa Stoughton was a brother to the
Stoughton at or near Lewiston, and who had
formerly been 8o kind to the captain and his
regiment: he was also the father of the Stough-
tons named above, and who lately related to
me the facts here recorded. Mr. and Mrs.
Stoughton kindly received the eaptain and his
wife into their house, and for the present they
iodged there.

One night not long after this, Mrs. Stough-
ton woke her husbhand, and said she heard a
noise about the house. They both listened, and
heard the tramp of horses; and soon a rap was
heard at the door. Mr. Stoughton rose, and a
mén outside told him not to be alarmed, &e.,
and then inquired if one Captain Neill were in
his house. Being answered in the affirma-
tive, the man said, «“ Tell him I want to see

-
4
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him.” In the meantime, the captain was
dressing, and was heard to say, ¢“That’s just
what I expected.” His wife entreated him not
to go out. Mr. Stoughton says the captain
had not told his father, or any of the family,
the Masonic story,—probably he did not want
to alarm them,—and they, being ignorant of
Masonry, did not apprehend the real danger.
The captain went out and was at once sur-
rounded by a large party of men. Mr.
Stoughton says he was then quite a young
man, and hearing the noise, he rose and went
to the window, and saw the men, and heard
some one say, “Come to Lewiston and we
will settle with you there.” They took him
off, and that was the last time that poor Neill
was seen by his friends. Mr. Stoughton says
he remembers how Mrs. Neill looked next
morning. She, of course, wanted to go and
look for her husband. The elder of the broth-
ers went with her to Lewiston ; and there the
‘Masons simply informed her that her husband
had committed suicide. She wanted to see him,
dead or alive. They told her they could not
permit her to see him, he looked so bad—so
tender were they of her feelings. Mr. Stough-
ton returned to his father’s house with the

’
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wretched woman; and afterward this same

James Stoughton took her back to Nashville,
Tennessee. He now lives in Pawpa, Van
Buren County, Michigan. William and Charles
live near Farmington, as stated above, and a
fourth brother lives at Williamston, in Ing-
ham County; so that full information may still
be had of all the facts in the case.

Some ten or twelve years after this awful
tragedy, when Morgan was murdered, certain
seceding Masons told all the remaining par-
ticulars regarding the fate of poor Neill. The
murderous party who took him from the house
of Mr. Stoughton, took him to Queenstown, on
the Canada side; there were then, it is said,
about twenty of them. They took him into a
room, and then for the first time the rope and
the knife appeared. The captain, when he
saw their design, is said to havestruggled noblya
But they tied him and cut his throat, and, as
the seceding Masons expressed it, “literally
butchered him,” being so much excited. It is

said the blood spirted out upon the walls of the

room. They then buried his body in the mar-
gin of the river, and thus completed the Masonic
penalty. Then they circulated the lying Ma-
sonic slander, that he committed suicide.
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This latter, it will be remembered, is Masonic
testimony. All the other part is affirmed by
witnesses still living; and it is certain that
Captain Neill was never seen after the Masons
took him from the house of Amasa Stough-
ton.

The same Mr. Stoughton, living as afore-
said, told me the following, the substance of
which is well known ; but some of the particu-
lars are new to me, and I think it is wise to
give all such things publicity while the wit-
nesses are still living, for Masons have been
so diligent in destroying the documents of
those days, that the present generation are
strangely ignorant of the history of those
times.

After the Masons had brought Morgan to
Fort Niagara they went to a Masonic Indian,
who was a lawyer,—Brant, a son of thefamous
Brant who fought with the British during the
struggle between this and that country. e
being a Mason, and a chieftain among the In-
dians, they requested him to employ the In-
dians to make away with Morgan, and to that
end, to take him from the magazine the first
dark night. Inasmuch as Brant belonged to
the British side, the Masons on that side went
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to Brant and forbade his doing so, remarking
at same time: “They did one dirty thing on
this side already,’—evidently referring to the
murder of Neill a short time before this.
Brant having refused to have anything to do

-with the murder of Morgan, and the Masons
on the other side having threatened his life if
ever he would come on their side, he,
like a true son of his intrepid father, resolved
not only to go to the other side, but also there
to declare the facts in the case, which he
did, to a large crowd i the yard of Kelsow’s
hotel. And Mr. Stoughton, who told me the
facts, and who now lives near Farmington,
as aforesaid, declares he heard Brant state the
facts in said hotel yard. And while he was
listening & Mason ordered him away, and
when he refused to go threatened him; and
now being afraid, he, the said Stoughton, plead
his inability to get out of the crowd, which
was true.

It is hardly necessary to say that this ami-
able family, with their knowledge of Masonry,
have a just abhorrence of the vile system.

As we have been dwelling upon the mur-
derous character and doings of Masonry, we
have concluded to add the following particu-
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lars. Giddins as an eye and ear witness, gives a
narrative of the manner in which Morgan was
treated from the time he was brought to Fort
Niagara till a short time before he was sunk
in the river. But while he narrates the acts,
he does not name the actors. Some time after
Giddins published his narrative, “A Key to
Giddine’ Narrative” was published, giving the
names of the actors. This key we had not
when we wrote Conspiracy No. 2. Having
since met with it in one of several books sent
us by a friend, from “The Boston Library,”
and conceiving it to be a document of great
importanee, we give the substance of it in
this connection. Here, then, are the names
of some of the men who were specially active
toward the latter part of this dreadful trag-
edy. And, observe, their sayings and doings
are given by a Mason who saw and heard !
The two men who came to Giddins to pre-
pare a place for Morgan, were Captain Dar-
row, of Lockport, superintendent of canal, and
Orasmus Turner, editor of the Lockport Observ-
er, both members of the chapter in Lockport.
Colonel E. Jewett, keeper of the fort, had
been a lieutenant in the United States army;
since, colonel of militia. He said any build-
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ing under his care was at their service. He
was appointed in 1826. He was the first who
came to Giddins, after the return of the lat-
ter, and said that Morgan had been killed.
He told Giddins to pace the shore, to see if
Morgan’s body had drifted to land. Yet this
man advised Giddins to testify on oath that
he knew nothing of the matter.

Colonel William King, of Youngstown, had
been second lieutenant in the United States
army; afterward, colonel of militia; had been
a member of the legislature, and, more re-
cently, sutler for the army. He was High
Priest of the chapter. He was a particular
friend of Dewitt Clinton. He was the one
who called Giddins from his bed, when Mor-
gan was brought to the fort, and said: “We
have got the d——d perjured rascal.” He
was one of the four who crossed the river
with Morgan. He and Bruce went into the
town while Morgan remained on shore. He
was one of the seven who held a consultation
on the plain, and went twice into the maga-
zine on the night of the 14th, and also the
one who proposed that “all shoud go to-
gether and do their duty.” He was the per-
son who got into a passion with Giddins
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on the evening of the 15th. He was the
one who received the key from Giddins and
handed it to E. Adams. He is the one who
received the letter from Clinton, respecting
the suppression of the book. Clinton wrote
the letter to the western lodges, as he states.
It is he who said the Knight from the East
called on him and showed him his dagger.
‘When Bruee testified against him, on the
trial of Whitney, he was seized with a fit of
apoplexy, as was said, in the Taverny House
of O. Wells, in Youngstown, and died sud-
denly, and was buried the next day with mili-
tary honors, at Fort Grace yard, close by the
gate of which ke and Bruce and Hague took
Morgan from the carriage, bound and hood-
winked, and from which they led him to the
boat on the morning of the 14th of Septem-
ber, 1826. He left a wife and eleven children
in indigent circumstances. He was formerly
from Boston. A few days after the murder
of Morgan, he showed a letter he had re-
ceived from one Gibbens, of Boston. The
letter stated that he (Gibbens) was a dele-
gate from Massachusetts to the General Grand
Chapter of the United States, in session in New
York City, in August and September, 1826.
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He went on to state with what dignity Clin-
ton presided, and said something about the
Morgan affair, which is not distinctly recol-
lected, and ended with a request for King to
write him particulars. King then observed
that the affair was known to that body.

Colonel Gibbens, the author of the above
letter, and delegate to the Grand Chapter
which gave orders and directions for the mur-
der of Morgan, was Grand High Priest of the
Massachusetts Grand Royal Arch Chapter.
In view of the character and work of those
two high priests, King and Gibbens, one may
form an opinion of Masonic high priests.

E. McBride, member of parliament, came
from the town to the river with King and
Bruce to consult as to the disposal of poor
Morgan, who was still in the boat in charge
of two Masonic brothers. He afterward pub-
lished a letter, in which he denied having any
knowledge of the matter.

Hague was the one who remained with
Giddins in the boat, while King and Bruce
went to the town and returned with McBride.
Ie it was who treated Morgan so brutally.
When Morgan said, “Gentlemen, I know
that I am completely in your power; show
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your magnanimity by treating me kindly,”
this Hague said, as he presgnted a pistol to
Morgan’s breast, “Silence, you d—d rascal,
or I will shoot you in a moment; no more of
your preaching.” ¢“After this,” says Giddins,
“Morgan requested one of us to loosen the
bandage a little, as it pained his eyes most
intolerably. The same person put his hand
under the bandage, and exclaimed, ‘It don’t
hurt you; it is not tight; silence.” After this,
Morgan made another attempt to speak; but
before he could articulate a single phrase this
man bore the pistol against his breast, appar-
ently with some force, and said, ‘Do you feel
that?” <I do,” said Morgan. ¢Well,’ re-
sponded Hague, ¢if you attempt to speak
another word you are a dead man.’ Morgan
was then silent, after uttering a groan which
was enough to pierce the hearts of any but
conspirators.” True. But such is Masonic
“friendship, morality, and brotherly love!”
And again they cry out, ¢“This is our motto :
in God is our trust.” The pistol used by
Hague belonged to Bruce. « Hague was af-
terward indicted at the same time as Turner
and others. He was taken sick, and it was
said that the Masons were suspicious of his
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making disclosures. Be this as it may, he was
ordered to New York under pretense of being
doctored, when he was unfit to go. He was the
one that Morgan called doctor, and the first
express that came down from Lewiston on the
14th, to still Morgan.” No more was heard of
Hague, save that he died.

Lawson was the man who got Morgan out
of jail under pretense of friendship, and thus
got him completely into the hands of the con-
spirators. It was he who came down from
Lewiston on the afternoon on the 14th of
September, and who said, “He will make no
more noise after he sees me.”

“ George P. Whitney, N. Beach, Samuel
Chubbock, I. L. Bastow, T. Shaw, King, and
@iddins, were the seven who held the consul-
tation on the plain on the night of the 14th of
September, after coming from the Grand
Lodge at Lewiston. Whitney, Beach, Chub-
bock, and King were bent on-Morgan’s de-
struction. They went to the magazine twice
that night, and held long conversations with
Morgan. Yet the first three have sworn in
open court, and the first five before a
grand jury, that they knew nothing of the
affair, and the same they tried to persuade
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Giddins to do. - Whitney is a major-gencral
of militia, and then kept a tavern at the
Falls: he is High Priest of the Lewiston
chapter.” * * * «PBeach and Chubbock
live in Lewiston, and belong to that chapter;
Shaw is Master of the lodge in Lewiston;
Bastow is a postmaster at Black Rock,and was
at that time a professor of religion, and a man
very much respected by everybody. Ie was
the Master of that lodge, and I believe had an
office in the chapter. He is the person al-
luded to in the thirty-ninth page of the
narrative, who said, when called on by King
to come along, ¢Gentlemen, if you insist,
I must go with you,” etc. Giddins was the
other who made a similar observation.” It
will be remembered that this same Bastow,
a professsing Christian, swore before a grand
jury that he knew mnothing of the matter! And
still people ery out, ¢ Masonry can not be bad,
seeing such good men belong to it.” But are
they good men ?

King and William Miller were the two who
went into the magazine on the 15th. King then
promised Morgan a Bible, also that he should
see his wife and children. These promise were
neither fulfilled nor designed to be fulfilled: for
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even then, and before then, he was bent on
executing the Masonic penalty without delay.
This is-what he called doing their duty; and
this they all admitted, even those who held
back, and shrunk from the horrid deed.

“King, Adams, and Miller were the three
who met ncar the house of Giddins on the
evening of the 15th. King got into a rage.
Miller could prove from Scripture that it was
right to execute Morgan, &c. Miller lives
near Lewiston, and has sworn before a grand
jury that he ¢knew nothing about it.” He is
now under indictment on Giddins’ testimony
alone. Adams is the man who stopped at
Giddins’ while he, Giddins, was gone to York,
Canada, and had charge of Morgan. He went
to the magazine on the morning of the 20th, .
and found Morgan gone, and told Giddins
about giving King the key on the 19th, and of
being requested by King to take the boat
round at midnight. He has also sworn, before
a jury and open court, that ¢ he knew nothing
about it.’” Such daring and palpable perjury
led Judge Marcy to exclaim in despair, at the
Lockport trials, “If witnesses will brave
HEAVEN and EARTH, and commit PERJURY, it
can not be helped.”
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“Garside is the man referred to in page 41,
who talked about inflicting penalties, &ec., and
said he would go up and see ‘King on the
business;’ that he ‘caught a bass tother night,
&c. He lived in York formerly: at that time
he lived in Niagara, Upper Canada, opposite
to Fort Niagara. He is an Englishman by
birth, a butcher by trade, and a savage by na-
ture. 1 firmly believe he had a hand in the
murder of Morgan.”

“Capt. Eustus, of the steamboat that ran to
York daily, made frequent inquiry on the 15th,
16th, and 17th, about the prisoner; and he it
was who answered Giddins that ‘he guessed
Morgan had gone where he would write no
more books,”” &c. Thus the steamboat, the jail,
the fort, the coach, the jury-box, the witness-
hox, the bench, every place, every department,
were in the hands of Masonic conspirators.
Hence Morgan could not, and did not, escape:
nor will any honest man escape where Masonic
conspirators wield a similar power. Therefore,
if non-masons will raise them to power they
must take the consequences, and blame them-
selves. Put the thief where he can steal your
goods, and he will do so; put him where he
can not steal, and your goods are safe.



CHAPTER VII.

Solomon Southwick’s Account of the Albany Lodge; of his
Connection with it, and of his Narrow Eseape from its
Atheistical Teaching—Important Remarks.

Solomon Southwick’s account of the Alba-
ny lodge, and of his connection with it, may
have a passing notice.

Somewhere about 1790 a lawyer, a tavern-
keeper, and a shrewd Yankee put their heads
‘together and got up a Masonic lodge. The
Yankee soon became the leading spirit in the
speculation; and as he “was an ingenious
workman in leather and lamb-skins, and as
every new-born babe in Masonry would want
a bib, or apron, the more ‘blind candidates’
he ushered into the light the more aprons he
sold. He employed at one time half the
young seamstresses in the city at stitching on
the borders, and in finishing oft these bibs for
the babes and sucklings of the mystic tie.
He was a paper-stainer, as well as a dresser
of lamb-skins, and, conscquently, the more
lodges that were chartered, the more of his

~
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colored paper was called for to decorate their
altars and their walls! What universal char-
ity! What expanded benevolence!” Thus,
while the Yankee leather-dresser and paper-
stainer sold abundance of bibs and picturc-
paper, the travern-keeper sold abundance of
drink to the same big babies; and the lawyer,
of course, attended to the lawsuits, which by
necessity became more and more numerous,
and by a similar necessity the men of the
apron were always victorious when a ‘“cowan”
was one of the parties in a suit.

Seeing how these three speculators flour-
ished in their different departments of busi-
ness, another Yankee, who had lately com-
menced business as a hatter, joined the lodge,
and thus became hat-maker for the fraternity,
making hats of enormous size and grotesque
figures for the mystic brotherhood. Hence
he soon found himself in a flourishing busi-
ness, for the big babies increased amazingly.
It now occurred to a fourth Yankee, an ob-
scure painter, who was at the point to die for
want of business, that there was a chance for
him: hence he joined the lodge, and learned
to pronounce “Jachin and Boaz.” The result
was that he was employed to paint various
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figures and hieroglyphics for the “craft,” and
soon had quite a run of business. These five
—four Yankees and a Dutch lawyer—now
made money fast, for numerous blockheads
and big babies wanted hats, and bibs, and
drinks, while they gaped and wondered as
they looked upon the mysterious painfings in
the hidden recesses of the Magonic den. And
as for the lawyer, he had his hands full, of
course, for lawsuits increased rapidly, as a
necessary consequence of such rascality, and
the Masonic lawyer had to espouse the cause of
his brethren, so far as to extricate them, whether
right or wrong!

Mr. Southwick being acquainted with sev-
eral of these speculators, particularly with the
apron-maker, the latter persuaded him to seek
and obtain a knowledge of their mysteries,
which were represented as being of great
value. He finally took the first degree, and
was much disappointed and ashamed ; but be-
ing assured that the revelations would be
made in due time, he concluded to persevere.
Meantime, he was told to purchase Jachin and
Boaz, or Masonry Dissected, as that book would
greatly assist him in preparing for the degrees
sought. Accordingly, he purchaged the book

8



114 KEY TO MASONRY.

from a certain Quaker, and was not a little
surprised to find that the three first degrees
were administered to him from that very book,
for publishing which, poor Pritchard was mur-
dered! He was now disappointed and dis-
gusted beyond measure; yet, strange to say,
his friend, the apron-maker, prevailed upon
him to take the fourth degree, promising, as
before, that grand revelations would be made.
He took it, and was now fully convinced that
the whole was a huge fraud, and resolved
never to go a step farther; nor did he. This
was about 1795, for when referring to this
period in 1827 he says, “ more than thirty-
two years ago.”

It was about this time that the followmg cor-
respondence took place between Mr. Southwick
and his - Masonic brother, the apron-maker:

“ He was presiding in the Old Union, one

» night, and I stood at the secretary’s desk and
wrote and handed to him as follows:

*“In a garret in Court Street there mingles a set

Of sharpers, and asses, and noodles well met.”

Such is the beginning of a somewhat-lengthy

epistle, which closes thus:

T shall bid you farewell for a parcel of geese,
And I hope I'm thelast Yankee booby you'll fleece.”
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To this the Worshipful Master returned the
following, impromptu :
“Be quiet—I know it—say never a word—
Our craft is to blind and bamboozle the herd !
The world is a goose, and, pray, where is the man
‘Who'll not pluck a feather whenever he can!

You may go—but remember, the fate of the fool
Will be yours, if you dare to tell tales out of school!”

To this Southwick returned the following,
impromptu :
“T shall go—but to talk of the tinsel and trick,
The arts, that are taught in the school of Old Nick,

‘Would be idle indeed ; for the world would cry, Boo!
To the goose that was pluck’d by such sharpers as you!”

Here is a striking specimen of what the
apostle calls “deceiving and being deceived ;”
and it forcibly reminds one of that saying of
the wise man: “ As a madman who casteth
fire-brands, arrows, and death, so is the man
that deceiveth his neighbor, and saith, Am
not I in sport ?” There are probably no sinners
under the whole heaven to whom these texts
apply more forcibly than they do to the Ma-
sons. For the purpose of quieting their own
consciences and deceiving their neighbors, they
are incessantly laughing and dealing out their
gilly jokes; unless, indeed, when they are
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threatening all who dare to speak a word
against them and their system. An instance
of the threat, you have in the above reply of
the Worshipful Master :

* You may go—but remember, the fate of the fool ‘
Will be yours, if you dare to tell tales out of school I’

In the reply, too, may be seen one reason
why Masons are so unwilling to divulge the
facts in their own case. To tell the facts in
the case, namely, that I was denuded, blind-
folded, haltered, that I swore my life away,
&e., &ec.,

“Would be idle indeed ; for the world would ery, Boo!
To the goose that was pluck’d by such sharpers as you!”

No doubt this is one reason why thousands
conclude not to tell what took place at their
initiation* A very striking illustration of this
whole affair is thus given by Southwick :

“I determined to throw off forever the un-
due influence which my Royal Arch Yankee
brother had acquired over me. Accordingly,
after taking the fourth degree, I told him
frankly that I would never go a step further
in Freemasonry. He pretended to be very
much surprised,—but I could clearly see that it
was sheer affectation,—and began the old. story
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of something worth knowing, which was yet
behind the curtain. Stop, my dear sir, said
I, and I will give you briefly what I believe to
be the history of all your science and your se-
crets. ¢ Well, what is it? was the reply.
You have heard, sir, I replied, of one of your
Yankee brethren who advertised, as a rare
show, a wonderful horse, which exhibited the
queerest freak in nature imaginable; for the
tail of the beast was precisely where his head
ought to have been.” * * * «The people
were crowding round the stable door, clamor-
ing for admittance. The cunning showman,
like my Masonic monitor, knew full well that
by taking in one at a time the game would
last the longer. The first that entered came
out after a while, apparently well pleased,
and to the question, Is his tail where his head
ought to be ? readily answered in the affirmative.
Others, equally prudent, being resolved not to
expose their own credulity, followed his exam-
ple. At length a clown among the crowd
pushed his way in, but seon came out again,
and with honest simplicity cried out, ¢ darna-
tion, seize the feller; he’s tiad the tail to the
hay:rack, and let the head poke out t'other
end.of the stall I” The effect which this honest
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confession had upon the gaping multitude may
easily be imagined; and, of course, it put an
end to the game. The game, however, would
have continued, had the showman, like the
“craft,” excluded idiots, and bound all who en-
tered, under oaths and death-penalties, not to
divulge the trick. Mr. SBouthwick adds: « I
need not state the effect which this relation
had upon my sage friend : but of one one thing
you may be assured, that in every Masonic
lodge, from that of the pin-feathered Boaz, or
Apprentice, to the full-fledged ineffable, you will
find the horse with his head where his tail ought
to be! And if any of you wish to be mads
asses of, you have only to pay him a visit, and
the length of your ears will soon equal the ex-
tent of your wishes.”

The incident which led Mr. Southwick to
discontinue his attendance of the lodge, and,
he says, probably saved him from being a
drunkard, was this: Having procured the
book called Jachin and Boaz, as already
stated, he hid it, as he supposed, from his
young wife. But she found it, as he might
have known, and running to his office, she
threw it upon the table before him, saying,
with a look of pity and contempt, “Are you
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not a very wise young man to be led by that
cunning, red-coated Yankee!” meaning the
apron-maker, who was the Worshipful Master of
the Masonic den. ¢“Red-coats,” says South-
wick, “had just gone out of fashion in New
England, but one of them still lingered upon
the back of my brother and preceptor.”” Would
that the wife of every young- Mason had the
good sense that was displayed by the wife of
Solomon Southwick. But alas! there are
many silly creatures who are, or seem to be,
proud that their husbands wear aprons!

‘We have seen that the deception and fool-
ery of the lodge had been matter of sport and
laughter, while the world was represented as
a great goose, from which every Mason had a
right to pluck feathers; that is, deceive and
rob all who are foolish enough to allow Ma-
sons thus to pluck them, like so many geese.
But Mr. Southwick found out that this kind
of work is a very serious kind of sport; he
found out that ¢deceiving and being de-
ceived” go together; that “honesty is the
best of policy” after all. When through
God’s infinite mercy his eyes were opened to
see the awful gulf to the very verge of which
Masonry had led him, and upon which he
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had been sporting, as thousands and tens of
thousands are doing to-day, being led thither,
blinded and poisoned, by similar deceivers,
who are still plucking the geese; I say, when
his eyes were opened his sport was at an end,
and very different feelings and thoughts oe-
cupied his troubled mind. Hence he thus
warns others of the ruin which he so nar-
rowly escaped :
. “If on this subject I am earnest, believe
me, it is because I feel, deeply feel, its impor-
tance to your temporal and eternal happiness.
And I do, I assure you, feel it the more deep-
ly because, when in early life, and destitute of
experience, I was led into a Masonic lodge,
the man who led me there led me at the same
time to embrace those principles of infidelity
which I now consider the bane of my life,
and of which, therefore, I feel anxious to
warn you, and save you from becoming the
dupes and victims of such men. To that day
I had cherished the principles of Christianity
to their full extent, as far-as I could under-
stand them. My revered parents had infused
into my young mind that spirit of religion
and piety which animated their own minds.”
Speaking of the Masonic apron-manufacturer
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80 often referred to, he says: “From the mo-
ment he obtained an influence over me he
began to poisoh my mind with insinuations
against the Christian revelation; nor did he
relax his efforts until he had the satisfaction
of finding mre as confirmed an infidel as him-
self. And my belief is that one half at least,
if not more, of the young men who are se-
duced into Freemasonry, have their minds
imbued at the same time with the poison of
infidelity.”

Hear that, ye parents! and you, ye watch-
men on the walls of Zion, who are silent while
every possible effort is being made to draw
the inexperienced and unsuspecting youth
into the Masonic den, or into its side-cham-
bers, the various secret societies, where they
are artfully prepared for admission into ‘the
den; and once they are in, they are beyond
your reach, and are almost sure to be poi-
soned beyond the hope of recovery. You may
flatter yourselves that your young men are
proof against such influences, but you should
remember that many, very many, concerning
whom the same opinion was confidently en-’
tertained, did, nevertheless, become confirmed
infidels, by being led away in precisely the
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same way. Remember that Mr. Southwick
was a young man of more than ordinary abil-
ities, and had received a strictly religious
education, so much so that he had never en-
tertained a single doubt as to the truth of
revelation till he fell into the hands of the
Masonic conspirators. It should be observed,
too, that he was poisoned although he saw
that the doings of the lodge were absurd and
fraudulent; and for many years he was held
fast by the infidel principles which hegthere
imbibed—so fast, that the struggle was long
and severe before he fully shook off the infidel
principles which his Masonic teachers commu-
nicated to his young though previously well
instructed mind. He not only read the Script-
ures, but the principal standard works in de-
fense of revealed religion, betore his mind
recovered its power to think and believe
correctly. He gives us a list of the books
which he read; and it is such a list as will not
often be found in the library of first-class
theologians. He finally closes his most im-
pressive address thus:

“I shall now, my young countrymen, take
my leave of you, perhaps forever. And cer-
tain it is, that I can never address you on sub-
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jects of more importance to your happiness,
both here and hereafter, than those which
this work embraces. Come what will of me,
whether I am destined to fall by the hands of
.some vulgar and midnight assassin, as has
been threatened, or to die on the bed of peace,
I thank my God, in the utmost sincerity of
my soul, that he has spared me to draw this
portrait of a corrupt order, whose schemes are
as dark as those of the disciples of Loyala,
and whose discipline is as despotic and dan-
gerous as that of the Inquisition. I solemnly
warn you to beware, as you would of the
most deadly poison, of coming within the
pale of its licentious mysteries, its unhallowed
orgies, and its blasphemous rites. Too long,
by tar too long, has it already polluted the
sacred soil of liberty; too long already has it
darkly controlled the ballot of the unsus-
pecting freeman, and paralyzed the right
of election; too long has it stained the
purity of the ermine, and defiled the sanc-
tity of the altar; too long has it cor-
rupted legislation and perverted justice; too
long has it made the jury-box the sink of
partiality and favoritism, and the stand of the
witness the source of perjury and the pro-
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tector of fraud and villainy; too long has it
been permitted to redeem felons from the
state prison before they had half expiated
their crimes; too long has it been permitted
to rob the gallows and the gibbet of their
honest dues. MORALITY, PATRIOTISM, LIBERTY,
and BELIGION; the holy laws it has violated;
the domestic, civil, and religious ties it has
severed; the promising young men it has
lured to destruction, and the heart-broken
parents whose gray hairs it has brought with
sorrow to the grave; the husbands it has alien-
ated from their wives, and the wives it has
robbed of the society and protection of their
husbands; the widows and the orphans it has
plunged into misery, and the blood of the
martyrs it has slain; ALL CRY ALOUD, IN ONE
UNITRD VOICE, T0 THE G0D OF ETERNAL JUSTICE,
FOR ITS TOTAL EXTIRPATION FROM THE FACE OF
THE EARTH! :

“ALBANY, December 8, 1827.”

There, that is the way in which I like to
hear men speak of Masonry; and that is the
way they will speak when they know Ma-
sonry, if they have hearts capable of hating
what is thoroughly bad, and of loving that
God who “ will by no means acquit the wick-
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ed,” as such. It is intolerable to hear men ob-
ject to Masonry simply on the ground that it
" is no longer needed ; that it is not expedient;
that it disturbs the peace of the church; and
begging their good brethren, in view of all
this, to discontinue their connection with the
system; and acknowledging that although
they are under numerous oaths and death-
penalties to violate all righteous laws, they
are, nevertheless, good Christian brothers. I
say all this is simply intolerable. Talk thus
of perjury, murder, and other enormous
crimes, and the moral sense of every honest
man is shocked. But the man who under the
impulse of sudden temptation and passion
commits such crimes is not half so bad as the
professing Christian who deliberately binds
himself by oaths and death-penalties to do so,
yea, and to reject the very name of the only
Savior of men. 'Who does not see that to ac-
knowledge such to be good men is not only
to give up the Bible as useless, but to pro-
nounce its teachings as utterly untrue. And
such, in fact, is the conclusion to which these
abominable ideas are leading thousands and
tens of thousands, and that in these professedly
Christian lands ; and such is the end at which
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Masonry aims, and that confessedly, as we
have shown. But as some are slow to believe
this startling fact, we will here subjoin the
Masonic pirate story, especially as few may
have seen it entire, though many have heard
of it.



CHAPTER VIIIL

The Pirate Story—Very Important Facts and Remarks—
Adhering Masons shown tobe Liars by Necessity.

“The following story has been published by
the Masonic fraternity, and is circulated in
little books, intended for the use of children.
See a little book called ¢Odds and Ends,’ p. .
78, G. G. Sickles, New York, 1830. :

¢ ¢ MASONRY DISARMS THE PIRATE.

«“¢In 1826 the brig Twin Brothers sailed
from New York, bound to Dominica. When
she arrived off the Hole-in-the-Wall, she was
boarded by a piratical schooner under Span-
ish colors, the crew of which immediately
commenced an indiscriminate pillage of the
valuables on board the brig, after having
got possession of which, the captain, crew, and
passengers were severally lashed to the masts,
and treated in the most cruel manner. Many
of the victims, however, soon found ease in
death, from the torments of these despera-
does, while others, having been released from
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their bonds, fled to the quarter-deck, and
sought death in the floods of the ocean.
Among the passengers was a young man who
was a Mason. As the captain of the schooner,
with his uplifted arm, was about dispatching
him, he exhibited to the pirate that he num-
bered among that band whose ‘home is in
every clime, and over whose destinies
the outstretched arm of the Grand Architect
delighteth to watch,’—he was a Mason. The
sword was immediately dropped; the pirate
fell upon his kness, and with uplifted eyes ex-
claimed, ¢God forbid, though my sins are
many, thatmy arm should be raised against my
brother!” He was treated with the greatest
kindness, and ten days afterward was set on
shore near New Orleans, the pirate restoring
to him all his property, and paying him every
possible attention! Mark this! all who op-
pose Freemasonry! and acknowledge that an
institution fraught with so many benefits to
the human species is above your sneers, and
the malevolence of theignorant! The sword
falls harmless before it ; the pirate, whose glory
is blood, bows the knee; and the unrelenting
savage, with upraised tomahawk, drops it, and
in ecstacy of delight, hovers over his enemy,
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and calls him by the endearing name of

brother I’” .

I quote the above from the Antlmasomc
Almanac of 1831.

- Now mark the following particulars: Here
is a pirate, “whose glory is blood;” he and his
murderous company board a merchant vessel
at sea, and “commence an indiscriminate pil-
lage of the valuables on board.” Nor does
this satisfy ; they take the unoffending ¢ sail-
ors and passengers and lash them to the masts
and treat them in the most cruel manner,” be-
fore murdering them outright. So terrible
was the wanton cruelty, that “many of the
victims soon found ease in death, while oth-

” when they got the chance, “fled to the
quarter-deck and sought death in the floods
of the ocean.” As this good Mason, the cap-
tain of the pirate vessel, was torturing and
cutting to pieces his unoffending victims, he
came to a young man who gave him the Ma-
sonic sign, just as “his uplifted arm was about
dispatching him.” The result was, the
bloody pirate spared this Mason, but murder-
ed every other individual on board, for he is
not said to have spared any other. This man,
however, we are told, “he treated with the

9
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greatest of kindness a8 & brother—landed him
et New Orleans, [2 favored resort of Masonic
pirates,] the pirates restoring to him all his
property, and paying him every possible atten-
tion.” Now, observe, all these murderers
were good Masons, and are still recognized 80
to have been, by their good brother Masons, -
among whom are many professed ministers of
gospel. - And-observe, 100, all such go to the
«grand lodge above,”’ according to Masonic
teaching. It follows that the Bible is not
only useless, but palpably untrue, if this teach-
ing be true—that is, :f Masonry is not alie the
Bible is! No marvel, then, that so many Ma-
gons are infidels: nor 18 it matter of wonder
that so many of them are notorious liars, see-
ing Masonie teaching Jeads them to reject the
Bible, and consequently releages them from
all moral obligation. Such are the men
« whose home,’ we are here told, «i8 in every
clime, and over whose destinies the outstretch-
ed arm of the Grand Architect delighteth to
watch.” Thus the Masonic god is represented
as being the patron and protector of all sorts
of villains and villainies! NO wonder, then,
?hat the Bible and the God of the Bible are re-
jected by such a system. Nor is it any won-
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der that those who bind themselves to this
system by oaths and death-penalties, so soon
become corrupt and capable of any violation
of the moral law. Observe too, it was not be-
cause of any moral feeling or sentiment that
still lingered in the mind or heart of this pi-
rate, that he spared the Mason while he mur-
dered all the other passengers and sailors on
board the ship. Not at all; it was simply be-
cause his Masonic oaths and obligations bound
him to obey the grand hailing sign of distress.
Had he not obeyed that sign, he would have
violated his Masonic oaths; in which case all
 Masons were bound by their oaths to take his
life. Moreover, by such violation he would
have forfeited Masonic protection, and then,
even though he should escape the Masonic
knife, he would not escape the civil law, for
Masonic judges, constables, jurors, lawyers,
and witnesses would be under no obligation to
protect him ; but having kept his Masonic ob-
ligations, he might continue to commit all
sorts of crimes with impunity, and joyfully
sing, “I'm pirate of the Isles;” and, doubtless,
he and his companions continued to commit
their piratical depredations, and the Masons
knew all this, otherwise how could they give
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-us the above detailed account of their doings.
As to the Mason whose lite was spared, he
could not testify against them, though he saw
them pillage the vessel, torture and murder
his companions, and land safely at New Or-
leans; for he was bound by his oaths and
death-penalties to keep their secrets, “ murder
and treason not excepted.”

To this Masonic pirate story some excellent
remarks are appended in the almanac. I will
quote some of them:

“There is a striking analogy between Ma-
sonry and piracy. Masonry claims to be an-
cient ; piracy is still older. Masons are bound
together by laws peculiar to themselves; and
so are pirates. Masons enforce obedience to
their own regulations by horrible penalties; so
do pirates. Masons regard the violation of
their obligations as treason to the fraternity ;

" and so do pirates. Masons inflict the penalty
of death upon a traitor; and so do pirates.
Masons consider their obligations as superior

to all others; and so do pirates. Masons deem

all who do not belong to their order as ¢pro-
fane cowans,” and as having no claim upon
them for protection; just so pirates. Masons
are bound to help each other out of difficulty,

/
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‘right or wrong;’ and so are pirates. Masons
are intensely anxious for the preservation of
their secrets; and so are pirates. Masons de-
clare that their institution came from God,
that it is the handmaid of religion [and that
both it and they have God’s peculiar protec-
tion]; but here the parallel fails. Piracy has
never been impious enough to be guilty of
such blasphemy!” And, we may add, Masons
pretend to be very pious, and to be preachers
of the gospel ; but we know not that pirates
were ever mean enough to pretend to any-
thing of the kind. 8o that here, too, the
parallel fails! '

Now, this pirate story may be true or it
may not; but in either case it is equally to
our purpose; for it is published by Masonic
authorities who recognize the pirate as a good
Mason while confessedly guilty of what all
but Masonry consider the highest crimes that
man is capable of. And according to the
same authority, every good Mason is a good
man, and goes to the * grand lodge above” as

soon a8 he dies. Thus it is that Masonry does
away with all the ideas of moral good and

evil hitherto received by such as worship the
God of the Bible; yea, and most of what is
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taught by the advocates of ¢ natural religion.”
It will be observed, too, that the Masonic au-
thorities who publish this pirate story find no
fault with the Mason who witnessed the bloody
deeds of the Masonic pirates and concealed
them all. How could they? seeing he was
bound by his Masonic oaths to do this very
thing; and, in fact, it was only by concealing
that he could continue to be a good Mason ;
‘and this is equally true of every Mason,
whether he be in the witness-box, on the jury,
on the bench, at the bar, in the pulpit, or in
the saloon.

Just in this connection I will give a short
quotation from a long and very sensible ar-
ticle in the Cynosure of December 27, 1870,
showing “the relation of Masonry to the
Ku-Klux :”

¢ Criminals can well afford to be Masons, as
the sharpest of them very well know. They
can well afford to prey upon only one half of
mankind, so they have the other half to pro-
tect them from justice. I am acquainted with
a clergyman who is wont to speak the praises
-of Masonry because his life was once saved by
its peculiar charity. It occurred on this wise:
‘The clergyman was crossing the Atlantic
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Ocean in a merchant vessel. During the voy-
age the merchantman was attack by a pirate.
. The eaptain of the merchantman was a Mason.
"He gave the Masonic signal of distress. The
captain of the pirate ship being a Mason also,
withdrew the attack. Hbre is. precious
charity; but it is very profitable charity to the
pirate as well as to the merchantman, for the
pirate has the protection of the merchant cap-
tain in turn. All pirates, on the sea or on the
land, can well afford to desist from crime
against their brother Masons, when they have
the world of Masons to shield them from jue-
tice. :

“This illustrates the relation of Masonry to
the Ku-Klux as well as to other unpunished
criminals in our country. It keeps justice off
from these night murderers because their
gangs are led by Masons, and because they do
no harm to Masons.”

It is quite evident that he who would re-
ceive protection and help from Masons, Ku-
Klux, &c., &c., or be exempted from suffering
by their dark and murderous deeds, must in
turn defend both them and their vile systems.
Do not suppose that such characters will fa-
vor you for nothing: not so. If you do not
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either directly or indirectly favor both them
and their systems, they will treat you as they
do other “profane cowans.” The favors ob-
tained from all such characters are obtained
at the expense of justice and truth. An honest
man can not afford to pay such a price for all
that sinners can do for him.

Some people are, or seem to be, slow to be-
lieve that Masons will lie, and that they are
under oath to do so. The following, which I
take from the Cynosure of December 27, 1870,
may tend to convince them of the fact:

¢ A FRESH ANECDOTE.

“It is easier to wear a rough garment or a
pure lamb-skin to deceive, than to tell a
straight story for this purpose, and keep the
parts in a consistent shape and relation under
cross-examination. We will illustrate by an
anecdote of recent occurrence in our county.
A zealous antimason loaned one of our recent
Publications (we do not remember whether it
was Finney’s book or Green’s; it is immaterial
which,) to a friend who is a Mason of more
than ordinarily candid and obliging disposi-
tion, and obtained his promise to read it.

feeting him afterwards, our antimasonic
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friend asks, ‘Have you read that book ¥ The
answer was, ‘ Yes.” ¢ Well, now,’ said the anti-
mason, ‘tell me honestly; is it true or not?’
¢Yes,” said the Mason, ‘it is true.” Our friend
not being under oath to keep a Mason’s se-
crets, ‘murder and treason not excepted,
made what use of this confession he found oc-
cagion to do. And so the matter came to the
ears of the mystic brotherhood. Our candid
Mason was soon cited to answer before the
lodge for unmasonic conduct. Thus confront-
ed with his own incautious admission, he was
in a similar quandary with the first officer of
the navy—he didn’t think he said it ; couldn’t
remember it, anyhow. Upon this the lodge
appointed a stern and reticent committee to
interview our antimason friend and ferret out
the exact truth of the matter. Somehow, our
friend got wind of the appointment; and though
generally ready for an encounter with the
sly fraternity, he made special preparation for
this. 8o when the representative of the lodge
in a sort of incidental way inquired, ¢Did Mr.
F—— tell you that thatantimasonic book you
lent him was true? Yankee-like he replied,
¢Whatif he did? ¢Why,’ said the Mason, ¢if
he did he is a perjured man.’ ¢Yes,’ said the
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anti mason, ¢‘he said directly what you
have now said indirectly. He said the
book is true, and you say that by say-
ing that, he perjured himself. He could
perjure himself only by letting out Masonic
secrets, and he could let out no Masonic se-
crets by saying the book is true unless it is
true. But you say if he said that he perjured
himself; therefore you assert that the book
18 true, as strongly as he did, and I have two
Masonic witnesses instead of one. Pretty
business you and your lodge are in, trying to
do the devil’s work by suppressing the truth,
trying to destroy a man’s character for can-
didly confessing the truth. A fit reward for
you it is, for digging a pit for an honest man
that you should blunder into the same pit
yourself, not by any candor or honesty in you,
but by lacking the smartness to conceal your
villainy?” This is the last we have heard of
the virtuous disciplinary committee. If any-
thing more of interest comes to the light we
will report it. H”
Now observe, the crime of this Mason
simply consisted in saying, “ Yes, it is true,”
when it was true. And this truthful utter-
ance Masonic authorities pronounced perjury !
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It is clear, therefore, that he was expected to .
deny what he knew to be true, and that his
Masonic oaths bound him to do so; yea, and
to save his life he did lie when called to ac-
count before the lodge; and if he escaped
with his life, he may thank God and the vig-
ilance ‘o antimasons. It will be remembered
that Miller of Belfast, and others, were mur-
dered for saying “yes” to a similar question.
So true it is, that a Mason can not keep his
obligations and be a true man!

It will be observed that we are dealing
largely in Masonic testimony, and in well-au-
thenticated facts of Masonic doings. It is our
purpose to overwhelm Masons, “Jack Ma-
sons,” and all those who are slow to believe
our report; to overwhelm them, I say, with
evidence that will leave them inexcusable if it
does not make them reasonable.



CHAPTER IX.

Testimony of David Bernard before the Syracuse Anti- -
masonic convention regarding the Masonic degrees, both
high and low—Testimony of a Royal Arch Mason—Point-
ed questions and remarks.

‘We will now offer a document that is equal
to anything yet given; indeed, in some re-
spects it has no equal. And it was our good
fortune to be present when it was read by its
author, Elder David Bernard, before the New
York Antimasonic convention, assembled in
Shakspeare Hall, Syracuse, on the 15th, 16th,
and 17th of November, 1870. We quote from
the American Wesleyan, whose editor, Rev.
Adam Crooks, presided on the occasion, heard
the document read, and afterward received it
from the hand of its author, whose venerable
appearance commanded respect and admira-
tion. Laden with many years, Mr. Bernard
supposed he would not be able to attend the
meeting, and intended to send the paper. But
God enabled him to appear before the meet-
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ing and read the following document, which
we here give verbatim, less the introduction :

It may not be uninteresting to the friends
of truth and liberty to hear from the lips of
one who has been for more than forty years
under the ban of Freemasonry, and smiles of
God Almighty; and this for speaking the
truth in love; and this for dissolving the
bands that bound him to a deistical, oath-
bound, and blood-stained order; and this for
revealing and publishing to the world the
secrets, the oaths, the death-penalties, the
deistical, the antichristian, the profane and
murderous doctrines of this mystery of in-
iquity, which comes to us under the name
and form of “Speculative Freemasonry,”—to
hear from his lips, I say, a re-affirmation of
all he has said in “Light on Masonry.”

It may not be uninteresting to know that
the degrees of Freemasonry, as contained in
that book, are, as they were received by me
(i. e., the first three degrees) in 1822, at Utica,
N. Y.; as received by me (i. e., the four chap-
toral degrees) at Union Village, Washington
County, N. Y.; as received by me (the eleven
ineffable degrees) in Schenectady, N. Y.; as
received by me through the officers of the



142 KEY TO MASONRY.

“Lodge of Perfection,” aided by a “Deputy
Sovereign of Sovereigns of Sublime Princes ;”
and the ‘“higher degrees,” as written out in
full, by the Rev. Dr. Frederick Dalcho, of
South Carolina, “Sovereign Inspector Gen-
eral of Freemasonry” of the “33d degree;”
and I gave them “verbatim et literatum,” as thus
given to me by the highest Masonic authority
in the world. And what makes the subject
peculiarly interesting to me, is the fact that
these -degrees were not written out for me,
but written out by Dr. Dalcho, for the “ Lodge
of Perfection;” and observe, given 