The Ultimate Guide to Protecting Your
Vehicle’s Value

By James Steed, Master Detailer | Forge Valeting

Welcome

Your vehicle is more than transport—it’'s an investment. Whether you’ve just collected a
brand-new car or you're preserving a cherished classic, the way you maintain it directly
impacts its condition, performance, and resale value.

This guide shares the exact methods I've refined over 10+ years at Mercedes-Benz,
BMW, Audi, Porsche, and Aston Martin dealerships—now available to private owners
across Oxfordshire.

You'll learn the biggest mistakes to avoid, the maintenance schedule that actually
works, and how to protect your investment without wasting money on products or
services that don’t deliver.

The 3 Biggest Mistakes Vehicle Owners Make

1. Using the Wrong Products
The Problem: Dish soap, cheap supermarket “all-in-one” products, and silicone-based
tire shine strip away protection, damage surfaces, and attract dirt.

The Fix: Use pH-neutral shampoos, dedicated wheel cleaners, and professional-grade
protectants. Trusted brands: Cartec, Gyeon, Koch Chemie (followed by Gtechniq,
CarPro, Auto Finesse).

2. Washing Incorrectly

The Problem: Sponges, single-bucket washing, and automatic car washes create swirl
marks and scratches that dull your paint permanently.

The Fix: Two-bucket method, microfiber wash mitts, separate tools for wheels, and
proper drying techniques prevent 90% of paint damage.

3. Waiting Too Long Between Washes

The Problem: Leaving contaminants (road salt, tar, iron fallout, bird droppings) on your
paint for weeks allows them to bond permanently, requiring expensive correction.

The Fix: Never exceed 4 weeks between washes. Maintenance every 2-4 weeks
prevents damage before it starts.

The Maintenance Schedule That Actually Works

Foundation Service (Start Here)
Choose one based on your vehicle’'s current condition:

e Signature Deep Clean (From £170): Full decontamination, deep interior cleaning,
protection application
Reforge Experience (From £250): Deep clean + paint enhancement/correction +
ceramic coating



e Paint Correction (From £550): Multi-stage machine polishing, swirl/scratch removal,
ceramic coating
New Car “Day One” (From £350): Protection applied immediately to preserve
factory-fresh condition

Ongoing Maintenance Cycle (Every Quarter)

Week 4: Maintenance Valet (From £60)
Week 8: Maintenance Valet (From £60)
Week 12: Maintenance Decontamination Valet (From £90)

Total per quarter: £210 (for small 2-seater cars; larger vehicles cost more)

Never exceed 4 weeks between washes. Bonded contaminants become permanent
beyond this point.

Adjust Based on Your Conditions
Wash every 2 weeks if: - Parked outdoors - Driven in winter (salt exposure) -
Light-colored paint - Coastal area - You want perfection

Can extend to 4 weeks if: - Garaged storage - Ceramic coating applied - Infrequent
driving - Mild weather

Ceramic Coating: Is It Worth [t?

What It Actually Does

Ceramic coating chemically bonds with your paint, creating a protective layer that lasts
years, not weeks or months like wax.

Benefits

Reduces maintenance costs (easier cleaning, less frequent correction)
Preserves resale value (paint stays in near-new condition)

e Eliminates waxing (protection is permanent)

e Superior gloss and hydrophobic properties

When It Makes Sense

New or recently corrected paint

Long-term ownership (3+ years)

High-value vehicles

You want maximum protection with minimal effort

When It Doesn’t

e Paint already damaged (needs correction first)
Short-term ownership (less than 2 years)
e Daily off-road use

3-Year Cost Comparison
Example 1: New Car “Day One” + Maintenance

Year 1: £350 (Day One) + £840 (maintenance) = £1,190
Year 2: £840 (maintenance)

Year 3: £840 (maintenance)

3-Year Total: £2,870



Example 2: Reforge Experience + Maintenance

* Year 1: £250 (Reforge) + £840 (maintenance) = £1,090
* Year 2: £840 (maintenance)

* Year 3: £840 (maintenance)

e 3-Year Total: £2,770

Example 3: Paint Correction + Maintenance

* Year 1: £550 (Correction) + £840 (maintenance) = £1,390
* Year 2: £840 (maintenance)

* Year 3: £840 (maintenance)

e 3-Year Total: £3,070

Prices shown are for small 2-seater cars. Larger vehicles cost more.

The Result: Your vehicle stays in exceptional condition, requires less effort to maintain,
and retains significantly higher resale value.

Products | Trust (And What to Avoid)

Recommended Brands (In Order of Preference)

Cartec
Gyeon

Koch Chemie
Gtechniq
CarPro

Auto Finesse
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What to Use

* Wash: pH-neutral shampoo, two-bucket method, microfiber mitts, separate wheel
cleaners

* Decontamination: Iron fallout remover, clay bar/mitt, tar remover

* Protection: Ceramic coating (professional), carnauba wax, paint sealants

* Interior: pH-neutral leather cleaner/conditioner, upholstery cleaner, fabric protector

What to Avoid

* Dish soap (strips protection)

* Tire shine with silicone (attracts dirt, damages rubber)
* Armor All on dashboards (causes cracking)

* Household glass cleaner (leaves streaks, damages tint)
* Abrasive compounds without training (burns paint)

* Cheap supermarket “all-in-one” products

DIY vs Professional: What You Should (and Shouldn’t) Do
Yourself

Safe for DIY

* Regular washing (two-bucket method)
* Wheel cleaning
* Vacuuming



* Glass cleaning (inside)
* Spray wax application

Requires Professional

* Paint correction (risk: burned paint, uneven finish)

* Ceramic coating (risk: improper bonding, wasted product)
Deep interior restoration (risk: stained leather, water damage)
* Decontamination (risk: scratched paint, damaged trim)

* Headlight restoration (risk: cloudy finish, UV damage)

* Engine bay cleaning (risk: electrical damage, water ingress)

Why Professional Matters

Mistakes in these areas cost hundreds to thousands to repair. A professional service
costs less than fixing DIY damage.

Your Action Plan

If Your Vehicle Is New (0-1 Year Old)

1. Book: New Car “Day One” (From £350) or Reforge Experience (From £250)
2. Maintain: Every 2-4 weeks (never exceed 4 weeks)
3. Result: Factory-fresh condition preserved, maximum resale value

If Your Vehicle Is Established (1-5 Years Old)

1. Boocljc Reforge Experience (From £250) or Paint Correction (From £550) depending on
condition

2. Maintain: Every 2-4 weeks (never exceed 4 weeks)

3. Result: Paint restored, protection applied, ongoing preservation

If Your Vehicle Is Older (5+ Years)

1. Book: Paint Correction (From £550) to remove years of damage
2. Maintain: Every 2-4 weeks (never exceed 4 weeks)
3. Result: Showroom condition restored, investment protected

Ready to Protect Your Investment?

Forge Valeting brings master detailer precision directly to your location across
Oxfordshire. Every service is performed to the exact standards | applied at
Mercedes-Benz, BMW, Audi, Porsche, and Aston Martin dealerships—but without the

dealership price tag.
Book your foundation service today:
07871 153853 (Call or WhatsApp)

info@forgevaleting.co.uk
www.forgevaleting.co.uk

About James Steed

With over 10 years’ experience at premium dealerships including Mercedes-Benz, BMW,
Audi, Porsche, and Aston Martin, I've refined the processes, discipline, and product



knowledge required to deliver exceptional results—every time.

Forge Valeting was founded to bring this level of precision to private vehicle owners
across Oxfordshire. Every service uses safe techniques, professional-grade products,
and the same meticulous standards | applied to six-figure vehicles at luxury

dealerships.

Your vehicle is an investment. | treat it that way.

James Steed
Master Detailer | Forge Valeting
Banbury, Oxfordshire

Contact Information

07871 153853
info@forgevaleting.co.uk

www.forgevaleting.co.uk
Serving a 30+ mile radius from Banbury, covering all of Oxfordshire
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