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7,49,946
TOTAL IP FILINGS FY 2024-25

Up 20% YoY

1,10,375
PATENT APPLICATIONS FY 2024-25

Up 19.75%

61.8%
RESIDENT SHARE OF PATENT FILINGS

Up from 55.9%

407
NEW PATENT EXAMINERS RECRUITED

FY 2024-25

10 Days
COMPLIANCE WINDOW: MEITY SGI RULES

In force 20 Feb

L E A D  S T O R Y  |  I N D I A  |  R E G U L A T O R Y

D I G I TA L  &  C O P Y R I G H T A I

MeitY's IT Amendment Rules 2026: India
Becomes First Country to Mandate Synthetic
Media Labelling and Compressed Takedowns
Notified on 10 February and in force from 20 February 2026, the amendments to the IT Rules formally define
and regulate "synthetically generated information" including deepfakes, slashing takedown windows from 36
hours to 3 hours and imposing proactive verification duties on platforms.

MEITY |  G.S.R.  120(E)  |  NOTIFIED 10 FEB 2026 |  FORCE 20 FEB 2026

The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology on 10 February 2026 notified the

Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Amendment

Rules, 2026, inserting Rule 2(1A) to define "synthetically generated information" (SGI) as audio,

visual, or audio-visual content that is artificially or algorithmically created, generated, modified or

altered so as to appear indistinguishable from a natural person or real-world event. Text generated

by AI does not fall within SGI, though existing IT Act obligations continue to apply to unlawful

text content.

The rules came into force on 20 February 2026, giving intermediaries a 10-day window to deploy

automated detection tools, implement mandatory labelling infrastructure, and revamp content

moderation workflows. Significant Social Media Intermediaries (SSMIs) face the heaviest burden:

they must obtain user declarations on whether content is SGI before publication, deploy

proportionate technical measures to verify those declarations, and embed permanent provenance

metadata including a unique identifier into SGI. Crucially, intermediaries must not enable

removal or suppression of labels or metadata once embedded.

The final notification narrows the October 2025 draft rules in important respects. Routine editing,

accessibility transformations, and good-faith creation of presentations, educational materials,

research outputs, and PDFs are expressly excluded, so long as they do not result in false

documents or materially misleading content. Satire and creative synthetic works may also be

permitted if appropriately declared and labelled.

"Regulation has moved ahead of misuse, but implementation will be a marathon, not a sprint."
INDUSTRY ANALYSIS ,  VARINDIA ,  FEBRUARY 2026

The rules replace the existing 36-hour takedown window with a 3-hour window for court or

government-directed removals. For non-consensual intimate imagery and deepfake pornography

involving morphed or fabricated images, the window is further reduced to 2 hours. SSMIs must

now continuously upgrade and refine their automated technical measures as a strict compliance

standard, replacing the previous "best effort" framework.

C O M P L I A N C E  A L E R T  |  E F F E C T I V E :  2 0  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 6

All digital platforms and intermediaries operating in India must now: (1) label SGI prominently before

publication; (2) embed provenance metadata; (3) maintain compressed takedown capabilities; (4)
verify user SGI declarations. Safe harbour protection under Section 79 of the IT Act is preserved for
compliant removals. Non-compliance risks loss of safe harbour entirely.

M E I T Y  I T  R U L E S  2 0 2 6 :  R E V I S E D  T A K E D O W N  T I M E L I N E S  ( H O U R S )

Source: MeitY G.S.R. 120(E), Feb 2026 | Compiled: Tejswi IP

I P  I N T E R S E C T I O N :  P E R S O N A L I T Y  R I G H T S

The SGI framework supplements India's evolving personality

rights doctrine (Anil Kapoor, Amitabh Bachchan cases) by creating
an administrative enforcement route alongside civil court

remedies. AI-generated deepfakes of brand ambassadors or
individuals may now be reached both through personality rights
injunctions and platform takedown obligations. Copyright

questions over AI-generated outputs remain unresolved in Indian
legislation.

K E Y  D E F I N I T I O N S  U N D E R  S G I  F R A M E W O R K

SGI: Audio, visual, or audio-visual content artificially or
algorithmically created to appear indistinguishable from a real
person or event. AI-generated text is excluded.
SSMI: Significant Social Media Intermediary with over 5 million
registered users in India.
Takedown (court/govt): 36 hrs reduced to 3 hrs.
Deepfake nudity / CSAM: 24 hrs reduced to 2 hrs.
Grievance acknowledgement: 24 hrs (unchanged).

L E A D  S T O R Y  |  I N D I A  |  T R A D E M A R K

T R A D E M A R K

Lotus Herbals Wins Injunction Against Deepika
Padukone's 82 Degrees E Over "Lotus Splash" Mark
In a significant trade dress ruling, the Delhi High Court Division Bench overturned a single judge order and
granted a temporary injunction against the celebrity-founded brand 82 Degrees E, holding "Lotus Splash"
deceptively similar to Lotus Herbals' established mark.

LOTUS HERBALS PVT LTD V.  DPKA UNIVERSAL CONSUMER VENTURES |  DELHI  HC |  16 FEBRUARY 2026

The Division Bench of the Delhi High Court overturned a single judge's order that had refused an

interim injunction to Lotus Herbals Private Limited against the use of the mark "Lotus Splash" on

face-cleansing products by Dpka Universal Consumer Ventures, the entity behind actress

Deepika Padukone's skincare brand "82 Degrees E".

The respondents argued that their use of "Lotus Splash" was a mere description of lotus extract as

an ingredient, relying on Sections 30(2)(a) and 35 of the Trade Marks Act 1999 (descriptive use

defence). The Division Bench rejected this, noting two key facts: (a) that 82 Degrees E had itself

registered similar compound phrases such as "Turmeric Shield" and "Ashwagandha Bounce" as

trademarks in its own name, indicating commercial awareness of the trademark significance of

such phrases; and (b) that Lotus Herbals was first in the market to associate the phrase "Lotus

Splash" with a cosmetic product.

"That 82 Degrees E had registered 'Turmeric Shield' and 'Ashwagandha Bounce' as its own marks

fatally undermined the argument that 'Lotus Splash' was merely descriptive."
TEJSWI  IP  ANALYSIS ,  FEBRUARY 2026

The Court granted a temporary injunction restraining the defendants from using the "Lotus

Splash" mark on cosmetic products. The ruling carries broader significance for India's booming

D2C beauty and wellness sector, where brands increasingly use evocative ingredient-based

compound phrases as sub-marks.

T R A D E M A R K

"CHACHA" Found Distinctive for Sarees: Delhi HC Reverses
Generic Word Finding
CHACHA SAREE BAZAR PVT LTD V.  CHACHA CLOTH HOUSE |  DELHI  HC |  12 FEBRUARY 2026

Chacha Saree Bazar Pvt Ltd appealed a District Judge

(Commercial Court) order that had denied interim injunction on

the ground that "Chacha" is a generic, common expression. The

Delhi High Court allowed the appeal. The Court held that the

lower court erred on principle by examining "Chacha" in isolation

rather than as a whole alongside the goods and services. The

Court found that "CHACHA" is distinctive when used in

connection with the sale of sarees and garments, and granted the

injunction restraining Chacha Cloth House from using

confusingly similar labels and logos.

T R A D E M A R K

"ONE FOR ALL" Held Registrable by Delhi HC Division Bench
OSWAAL BOOKS V.  REGISTRAR OF TRADE MARKS |  DELHI  HC DB |  10 FEBRUARY 2026

Oswaal Books and Learnings Pvt Ltd sought registration of

"ONE FOR ALL" for its educational publications. The Registrar

refused, and the Single Judge affirmed, holding that words of

ordinary English usage cannot be monopolised. The Division

Bench overturned both orders, holding that "ONE FOR ALL" is

suggestive rather than descriptive, is not a common phrase in

everyday trade usage, and satisfies the statutory requirements for

registration.

T R A D E M A R K

KRBL's "India Gate" Gets Permanent Injunction Against
Patiala House Defendants
KRBL LTD V.  PARESH CHANDRA PAUL |  DELHI  DISTRICT COURT (PATIALA HOUSE)  |  13  FEBRUARY

2026

KRBL Limited, owner of the "India Gate" rice brand since 1993,

obtained an ex-parte permanent injunction against defendants

who had applied for registration of "India Gate with Device of

India Gate" in relation to rice. The Court found trademark

infringement and dilution through unfair and unethical trade

practices.

I N D I A  C A S E  L A W  |  1 5 - 2 5  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 6

C A S E  /  C O U R T T Y P E D AT E K E Y  H O L D I N G  A N D  S I G N I F I C A N C E

Saregama India v. Ilaiyaraaja
DELHI HIGH COURT

COPYR I GHT 13 Feb 2026 Saregama sued celebrated composer Ilaiyaraaja for granting unauthorised licences to Amazon Music,
iTunes etc for sound recordings and musical works covered by assignment agreements with film producers.
Court held that under Sections 17(b) and (c) of the Copyright Act, film producers are the first owners of
works commissioned for a film. Court granted an ex-parte ad-interim injunction in Saregama's favour
restraining the defendant from exploiting these works.

Fornnax Technology v. Registrar of Copyrights
DELHI HIGH COURT

COPYR I GHT 11 Feb 2026 Court set aside the Registrar's rejection of a copyright application. Registrar had failed to properly
distinguish between a "person interested" (application stage, Sections 45 and Rule 70) and a "person
aggrieved" (post-registration, Section 50). Additionally, the Registrar relied on electronic evidence
(promotional material) without giving the applicant an opportunity to rebut it, violating natural justice.
Matter remanded for fresh consideration.

Canva Pty v. RxPrism Health Systems
DELHI HIGH COURT

PATENT Feb 2026 Delhi HC upheld an interim injunction against Canva over its "Present and Record" feature, affirming a
strong prima facie case of infringement in favour of RxPrism. The ruling relies heavily on claim
construction and the doctrine of equivalents. The Court notably sidesteps the Section 3(k) challenge raised
by Canva and instead relies on the statutory presumption of validity of RxPrism's granted patent.
Significant for software patent holders facing infringement by large tech companies.

State v. Pradeep Gupta and Ors.
DELHI DISTRICT COURT

COPYR I GHT 16 Feb 2026 Accused charged with possessing and selling counterfeit "Bosch" products under Section 63, Copyright Act.
Prosecution failed to identify seized case property at trial because packaging had deteriorated due to
passage of time. Court acquitted both accused, holding that evidence was insufficient to establish guilt
beyond reasonable doubt. Reminder of the importance of proper evidence preservation in IP criminal
enforcement.

CGPDTM Designs IP Manthan
CGPDTM / ADMINISTRATIVE

DES I GN 26 Feb 2026 CGPDTM hosted an IP Manthan knowledge-sharing session on "Designs Filing and Examination in the EU
and India," part of ongoing bilateral engagement ahead of India's expected accession to the Hague System.
India's design filings surged over 40% in FY2024-25. The session highlighted procedural divergences
between India's Designs Act 2000 and the EU's registered community design framework.

I N D I A  |  P A T E N T

PAT E N T

Galgotias University Patents: Quality vs. Quantity Debate Intensifies
SPICYIP |  20  FEBRUARY 2026 |  AUTHOR:  KARTIKEYA SRIVASTAVA (NLSIU)

As India's domestic patent filings reach record highs, a SpicyIP analysis by

Kartikeya Srivastava (NLSIU) argues that the NIRF's publication-focused metrics

have turned patent filings into a numbers game divorced from genuine

innovation. Through a close reading of two contrasting patents filed by Galgotias

University, the piece highlights how institutional incentives are systematically

rewarding low-quality filings. CGPDTM's recruitment of 407 new examiners and

deployment of AI-assisted examination tools is expected to improve substantive

scrutiny of such applications going forward.

I N D I A  PA T E N T  A P P L I C A T I O N S :  D O M E S T I C  V S .  F O R E I G N  ( F Y  2 0 2 1 - 2 5 )

Source: CGPDTM Annual Reports 2021-2025

T R A D E M A R K

In Defence of India's First Scent Trademark: Sumitomo and What It Means
SPICYIP |  FEBRUARY 2026 |  AUTHOR:  GAURAV DAHIYA

SpicyIP published Gaurav Dahiya's defence of the CGPDTM's order registering a

rose-scented tyre trademark for Sumitomo Rubber Industries (TM No. 5860303,

Class 12). The piece argues that a 7-dimensional vector representation of a rose

fragrance, mapping volatile organic compound data across floral, fruity, woody,

nutty, pungent, sweet, and minty axes, can satisfy the graphical representation

requirement under Section 2(1)(zb) of the Trade Marks Act. Dahiya also

emphasises that India has statutory room to accommodate non-traditional marks

without legislative amendment.

S C E N T  T M  C O N T E X T

The US registered its first olfactory mark in 1990 (Clarke's Osewez - fresh floral
fragrance). The UK registered Sumitomo's same rose-tyre mark in 1996. The EU

refuses scent marks following the ECJ's Sieckmann (2002) decision. India's 2025
acceptance aligns it with a small but growing global cohort, though legal debate over

distinctiveness and opposition procedure continues.

I N D I A  I P  F I L I N G S  B Y  C A T E G O R Y  F Y  2 0 2 4 - 2 5

Source: CGPDTM Annual Report FY 2024-25

I N D I A  |  G E O G R A P H I C A L  I N D I C A T I O N S

G E O G R A P H I C A L  I N D I C AT I O N

Bangalore Habba: GI Tags and the Gap Between Registration and Artisan
Reality
SPICYIP |  18  FEBRUARY 2026 |  AUTHOR:  SONISHA SRINIVASAN

A field report from the third edition of Bangalore Habba, specifically its MIRAAS

traditional art, craft, and textile exhibition, reveals how differently artisans from

across India understand their craft, culture, and legal protections. The author

spoke with Bhujodi weavers from Kuchch (Gujarat), Kantha stitch artisans from

Bardhaman (West Bengal), and Kota Doria master craftsmen from Rajasthan.

Their perspectives on geographical indication registrations show a significant

awareness gap: many produce GI-tagged goods without understanding how the

registration framework affects their licensing, pricing power, or export

documentation rights. The report reinforces a long-standing critique that India's

GI system generates registration numbers but limited downstream economic

benefit for the communities whose knowledge underpins those registrations.

G I  R E G I S T R A T I O N S  A N D  A P P L I C A T I O N S  |  I N D I A  F Y  2 0 2 1 - 2 2  T O  2 0 2 4 - 2 5

Source: CGPDTM Annual Reports (Compiled by Tejswi IP)

G I  N U M B E R S  F Y  2 0 2 4 - 2 5

275 applications filed  |  212 examined  |  62 registered. India holds one of the world's
largest GI portfolios, from Darjeeling Tea and Banarasi Sarees to multiple
handicrafts and agricultural produce.

I N D I A  |  C O P Y R I G H T

C O P Y R I G H T

Studio Recordists and Live Performance Rights: A Section 2(q) Analysis
SPICYIP |  FEBRUARY 2026 |  RAJESH KUMAR AND AKANKSHA BADIKA

A SpicyIP analysis debates whether studio recording artists qualify as "performers"

under Section 2(q) of the Copyright Act 1957. The authors apply statutory rules of

interpretation to argue that the qualifier "live" in the definition of "performance"

limits performer rights to live performances and not studio recordings. This has

significant practical implications for studio session musicians seeking royalties

from streaming and broadcast platforms.

C O P Y R I G H T

DPIIT "One Nation One License" GenAI Framework: Practitioners Comment
SPICYIP COMMENTARY |  FEBRUARY 2026

The DPIIT's proposed "One Nation One License One Payment" framework for

GenAI and copyright continues to attract practitioner commentary. Critics argue

the framework proposes blanket licensing that bypasses specific copyright

consent, citing the US court decision in Bartz v. Anthropic, which held that using

pirated copies to build AI training libraries was not justified as fair use even for

transformative purposes. The DPIIT framework's approach to lawful access for AI

training data remains contested among IP academics and the creative industry.

W O R L D  I P  |  P R I O R I T Y  C O U N T R I E S  |  C H I N A

C H I N A

CNIPA Revokes Three Patent Firm Licences for Fabricated Partner
Arrangements
CNIPA |  6  FEBRUARY 2026

China's National Intellectual Property Administration (CNIPA) released three

decisions revoking the operating licences of three patent firms for fabricating

nominal partners. In each case, the firm's controllers paid patent agents "licence-

hanging fees" to register their qualifications without actually working at the firms.

Between July 2024 and June 2025, 213 patent applications submitted by one of the

affected firms were identified as abnormal and subsequently withdrawn. This is

part of CNIPA's broader joint rectification campaign with the Ministry of Public

Security and the State Administration for Market Regulation (SAMR) targeting IP

agency malpractice.

C H I N A  I P  2 0 2 6  P R I O R I T Y  A C T I O N S  ( C N I PA  D I R E C T O R S '  C O N F E R E N C E )

1. Intensify crackdown on bad-faith patent applications and malicious trademark
squatting.
2. Promote the formulation of international IP rules for AI, green tech, and emerging
industries at WIPO.
3. Deepen Belt and Road IP cooperation frameworks.
4. Continue rectification of IP agency industry ( joint campaign, CNIPA, MPS,
SAMR).

C H I N A

SAMR Releases 2025 IP Enforcement Cases: Foreign Brand Protections
Highlighted
SAMR |  6  FEBRUARY 2026

China's State Administration for Market Regulation released a batch of typical IP

enforcement cases for 2025. The cases include counterfeiting actions involving

foreign luxury and consumer brands including Gucci, LV, Prada, Burberry,

Chanel, Hermes, Dior, Nike, Lululemon, Dyson, and Max Mara. SAMR framed

the publication as demonstrating equal protection of domestic and foreign IP

rights. The cases show the administrative enforcement route alongside civil and

criminal mechanisms.

C H I N A

CNIPA AI Patent Guidelines: Operative from 1 January 2026

CNIPA's revised Guidelines for Patent Examination (Order No. 84, effective 1

January 2026) set new standards for AI-related applications: examiners must

assess algorithmic and technical features together; "black box" descriptions are

insufficient; and AI inventions involving unlawful data collection, facial

recognition without consent, or unethical decision-making may be excluded from

patent protection under Article 5(1) of the Patent Law. Indian applicants pursuing

parallel CN and IN filings should ensure compliance with both CNIPA's 2026

guidelines and India's Section 3(k) jurisprudence.

W O R L D  I P  |  P R I O R I T Y  C O U N T R I E S  |  U S A

U S A

USPTO Rescinds Biden-Era AI Inventorship Guidance: AI Confirmed as Tool
Only
USPTO |  FEDERAL REGISTER |  28 NOVEMBER 2025 (OPERATIVE FEB 2026)

The United States Patent and Trademark Office formally rescinded the February

2024 Biden-era Inventorship Guidance for AI-Assisted Inventions and replaced it

with new guidance (Federal Register, 28 November 2025), now operative as

standard USPTO examination practice as of this fortnight. The new guidance

decrees that AI systems are "instruments used by human inventors," analogous to

laboratory equipment, and that no separate eligibility standard applies to AI-

assisted inventions. The Pannu factors analysis from the 2024 guidance is

withdrawn. The effect is to lower the threshold for human inventorship claims in

AI-assisted patent applications, while confirming that an AI system cannot be

named as an inventor.

U S A

USPTO Proposes Dramatic Restriction on Inter Partes Review Access
USPTO PTAB |  JANUARY 2026

Under Director John Squires, the USPTO proposed rules that would prohibit IPR

institution against claims that have survived any prior validity challenge in district

court, the ITC, or previous USPTO proceedings. Critics note this would create a

mandatory "one-and-done" validity challenge bar with no exceptions for new

prior art or arguments, effectively shielding questionable patents from review.

Indian pharmaceutical and technology companies with US patent challenges

should review pending IPR strategy urgently against this proposed new

framework. The comment period is active.

U S  A I  PA T E N T  S H I F T  U N D E R  D I R E C T O R  S Q U I R E S

Director Squires has reversed the PTAB decision in Ex parte Desjardins, vacating
rejection of machine learning claims. The USPTO is recalibrating examination
toward recognising AI and ML as patentable technical fields, echoing the UK
Supreme Court's post-Aerotel approach. The Section 101 reset and new guidance
together represent the most significant US patent policy shift since Alice (2014).

W O R L D  I P  |  P R I O R I T Y  C O U N T R I E S  |  U A E ,  S O U T H  A S I A  A N D  O T H E R S

UA E

UAE-USPTO Accelerated Patent Grant Agreement
Operative
UAE MINISTRY OF ECONOMY |  JULY 2025 (ONGOING)

The UAE entered into an Accelerated Patent Grant

Agreement with the USPTO, enabling US innovators

to obtain patents in the UAE faster and with greater

predictability. This agreement builds on the UAE's

2021 overhaul of its IP laws (Federal Law No. 11/2021

on Industrial Property; Federal Decree-Law No.

38/2021 on Copyright). For Indian companies with

Gulf Cooperation Council market exposure, the

UAE's dual fast-track system with Madrid Protocol

membership (since December 2021) makes it one of

the most efficient IP registration destinations in the

MENA region.

U A E  C M O  U P D AT E

Two copyright management organisations, Emirates
Music Rights Association (EMRA) and Music Nation,

received operating permits in April 2025, establishing
the first CMO for musical rights in the Gulf region.

This creates licensing infrastructure for Indian music
rights holders exploiting content in UAE platforms.

S O U T H  A S I A :  N E PA L  /  B A N G L A D E S H  /  S R I  L A N K A  /  PA K I S TA N

South Asian IP Capacity Building: WIPO and
USPTO Engagements Active
USPTO /  WIPO |  FEBRUARY 2026

The USPTO's South Asia IP specialist (covering

Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, and

the Maldives) remains active in bilateral engagement.

The WIPO Academy continues to offer online IP

training programmes for least-developed countries

including Nepal, Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka, with a

focus on building examination capacity and GI

registration frameworks. Nepal's IP office has been

strengthening its patent and trademark examination

frameworks under WIPO technical assistance.

Bangladesh and Sri Lanka are monitoring India's

deepfake IT Amendment Rules as potential models

for their own digital content regulation.

M YA N M A R  /  B H U T A N

Myanmar's IP framework remains subject to
considerable uncertainty given ongoing political
instability, though WIPO's development programme
remains operative for trademark and copyright
registration support. Bhutan's IP framework, closely
aligned with WIPO guidance, is developing;
stakeholders with Bhutanese IP interests should file
through PCT/Madrid systems.

W I P O  /  G LO B A L

WIPO Advances International AI IP Rules for 2026
WIPO /  CNIPA /  FEBRUARY 2026

China's CNIPA has confirmed active participation in

WIPO multilateral cooperation to push formulation

of global IP rules for AI, green tech, and emerging

industries during 2026. India's DPIIT has separately

engaged with WIPO on the AI and copyright working

paper, which generated significant attention this

fortnight. The WIPO's World IP Indicators 2025

report recorded a 4.9% global rise in patent filings,

with AI, green technology, solar, wind, battery, and

automotive electrification as dominant themes across

all major jurisdictions.

G L O B A L  PA T E N T  F I L I N G  G R O W T H  B Y  R E G I O N  ( 2 0 2 3  V S  2 0 2 4

E S T I M A T E )

Source: WIPO World IP Indicators 2025

N E W S  I N  B R I E F  |  1 5 - 2 5  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 6

I N  |  PAT E NT  CGPDTM's B1 Patent Specification format is now operative from 26 January
2026 for all granted Indian patents. Stakeholders must update patent management
systems and docketing templates to reflect the new bibliographic first-page format.

I N  |  C O P Y R I G HT  NLU Delhi's WIPO-NLUD-IPO joint Masters/LL.M. programme (starting
April 10, 2026) is open for admissions, alongside the Post Graduate Insolvency
Programme (PGIP) and Ph.D. programme. One of the most competitive IP postgraduate
offerings in Asia.

I N  |  PAT E NT  SpicyIP-CIPAM-DPIIT 1st National Policy Brief Competition on IP and
Innovation: finalists announced during the week of 16 February 2026.

I N  |  T M  SpicyIP Summer School 2026 announced: applications opening soon for the June
20-28 programme.

I N  |  D E S I G N  India's design filings surged over 40% in FY2024-25. The CGPDTM's IP
Manthan on "Designs Filing and Examination in the EU and India" (26 February)
addressed growing convergence expectations ahead of potential Hague System
accession.

C N  |  PAT E NT  CNIPA's 2025 report reveals approximately 10% of all Chinese patent
applications filed in 2024 were identified as "irregular" (around 597,000 applications
investigated). Patent grants have declined as a consequence of intensified quality
enforcement.

U S A  |  C O P Y R I G HT  The US Federal Circuit's decision in Recentive Analytics v. Fox Corp (April
2025) remains operative guidance: merely applying known ML methods to a new data
environment does not constitute patent-eligible subject matter. This influences how
Indian AI companies should structure US patent claims.

U K  |  A I  Durham Law School hosted an online lecture on 26 February: "Can AI Develop
Outside of a Copyright Licensing Approach?" The CREATe Trade Mark Seminar Series
also held Seminar 1 on 25 February 2026: "Innovative Methodologies for Researching
Current Trade Mark Law."

I N  |  T M  Nice Classification 13th Edition (NCL 13-2026) came into force on 1 January 2026
globally, with notable new entries for AI services, digital platforms, and green technology
goods and services. All new trademark applications should be filed under NCL 13-2026.

W I P O  |  G LO B A L  WIPO's International Registration Systems (Madrid, Hague, PCT, Lisbon)
continue to expand. China's PCT applications remain number one globally. India's PCT
application growth is among the fastest in Asia, reflecting the surge in domestic patent
filings.

D A T A  |  I N D I A  P A T E N T  S E C T O R  B R E A K D O W N

I N D I A  PA T E N T  A P P L I C A T I O N S  B Y  T E C H N O L O G Y  S E C T O R  |  F Y  2 0 2 3 - 2 4

Source: CGPDTM Annual Report 2023-24, Appendix E

I N D I A  I P  F I L I N G  G R O W T H  |  F Y  2 0 2 0 - 2 1  T O  F Y  2 0 2 4 - 2 5

Source: CGPDTM Annual Reports (Compiled by Tejswi IP)

F R O M  T E J S W I  I P

"The fortnight of 15-25 February 2026 demands immediate attention on two fronts from every Indian IP rights holder. First, the MeitY SGI Amendment Rules, operative

from 20 February, create new compliance obligations for any business using or distributing AI-generated media. Second, the wave of Delhi High Court trademark rulings,

from Lotus Herbals to Chacha Sarees to Oswaal Books, shows that Indian courts are now conducting nuanced, holistic assessments of distinctiveness rather than applying

mechanical categorical tests. Combined with global developments in China and the USA on AI patent standards, this fortnight marks a period of fundamental recalibration

across every IP category."
DR.  SHIKHA TEJSWI  |  FOUNDER AND MANAGING PARTNER |  TEJSWI  IP  |  TEJSWIIP.COM

A C T I O N  I T E M S :  PA T E N T S

Review AI-assisted inventions against the new USPTO
inventorship guidance (Nov 2025) if you have US
filings. For India filings, document technical character
rigorously. Consider expedited examination where
commercial timelines demand faster grant. Watch
PTAB IPR restriction proposals for pharmaceutical
and tech portfolios.

A C T I O N  I T E M S :  T R A D E M A R K S

The Lotus Herbals and Chacha Sarees rulings confirm
Indian courts assess distinctiveness holistically.
Conduct fresh risk assessments for marks using
ingredient-based compound phrases (especially in
beauty, wellness, food). File under NCL 13-2026 for all
new applications. Monitor China's crackdown on bad-
faith squatting if you have CN marks.

A C T I O N  I T E M S :  D I G I T A L  A N D  C O P Y R I G H T

Platforms operating in India must be compliant with
MeitY SGI framework from 20 February. Businesses
using AI to generate marketing content, product
images, or audio-visual presentations should
document AI workflows for copyright ownership
clarity. Track DPIIT's "One Nation One License"
GenAI framework and its implications for content
licensing strategies.
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