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Forgiveness: The Mark of a Believer

Psalm 51 is one of David's seven penitential Psalms, written after he committed horrible acts against
Bathsheba and her husband Uriah and after his sin was revealed by Nathan. In verse 7, he asks God to "purge
me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow." God through Isaiah offered
the same forgiveness to Israel: "Come let us reason together," says the Lord. "Though our sins are like scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow...." Isa. 1:18.

The rage and hostility we find daily in our nation and communities is jarring, and violence seems to have
become a way of life. But the martyrdom of Charlie Kirk and the rage motivating the killer have shocked and
challenged Believers.

Anger resides in the heart of fools. Eccl. 7:9. When there is no forgiveness, anger and hate accumulate and
poison the soul. The defining characteristics of the devil, and his followers, are hate, anger and lies. John
8:43-44; 1 John 3:15. On the other hand, Charlie's testimony, of Jesus as his Lord and Savior, was
forgiveness. A recent study actually showed that Charlie Kirk reserved his harshest criticism for himself: he
was a sinner in dire need of a Savior.

When we don't forgive, we imprison ourselves in the offense. Unforgiveness grows like a cancer, even to the
point where we entertain revenge. We may believe that our unforgiveness and anger is justified. But the truth
is, as David finally understood, by withholding forgiveness we are really sinning against God. Or course, the
offense we forgive is never as great as the offence we were forgiven. Jews were required to forgive 3 times
under the law. Peter was willing to consider 49. The Lord said there is no limit. Matt. 18:21-22. And then in an
amazing parable, Jesus describes a man forgiven of a debt so astronomical that it would take 60 million days
of labor to repay. Vv. 23-27. The Jews thought hatred noble, so long as murder was avoided. Matt. 5:43. But
the revolutionary truth from Jesus was that we must love our enemies and pray for those who persecute us. v.
44,

Erika Kirk testified passionately, in a statement for the ages, of her forgiveness of the killer. Some around her
could not understand how she could forgive. But we who were first forgiven must be first known because we
forgive. Blessed is the man whose guilt the Lord does not take into account. Psalm 32:2. In fact, if we know
Him, God will wipe out our transgressions, for His sake, and He will not remember our sins. Isa. 43:25. A
person's insight gives him patience, and his virtue is to overlook an offense. Provs. 19:11 (CSB). While hatred
stirs up strife, love covers all transgressions. Provs. 10:12. Brennan Manning suggested that the Parable of the
Two Sons in Luke 15 more accurately describes God than any other Scripture. We are never more like God
than when we forgive others.
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