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Week of April 13, 2026

The Council Service Territory Volunteer Leadership Newsletter is an official weekly digest of information for key local
council and council service territory volunteers from multiple official Scouting America sources. Learn more about the
items that may be important to you and please share appropriate content with other Scouters.

National Annual Meeting Electives

Registrants for the Scouting America National Annual Meeting may now sign up for electives here. You will need the Reg
Code (include dashes) you received in your registration confirmation or the electives email. Descriptions of the electives
may be found here. Selections must be made by April 17.

New Four-Month Program Planner for Cub Scout Packs

The planner will be available as both a two-page guide and a card deck with detailed instructions and QR codes linking to
resources for each activity. Both formats will be showcased at the National Annual Meeting. This video provides a brief
introduction to the planner.

National Governance Updates

The Scouting America National Executive Board periodically approves amendments to the National Charter and Bylaws,
and the National Executive Committee periodically approves amendments to the National Rules and Regulations. The
following updates were approved during their February meetings:

Updates to National Rules and Regulations
e Art. lll. Local Councils was amended to eliminate the exception related to grandfathered plans. There are no
longer any grandfathered plans to exempt from participation in Scouting America benefit programs.
e Art. VI. Unit Service was amended to reduce the minimum age of commissioners to 18.
e Art. VIIl. Commissioned Professional Leadership was amended to clarify the role of the Chief Executive Officer
in the commissioning and decommissioning of professionals, and to provide consistency with the National
Bylaws.
Updates to National Bylaws
e Art. VIIl. Adult Leadership. Clauses 3 and 4 were amended to eliminate the inconsistency with the Rules and
Regulations and to clarify that professional commissioning and decommissioning is an operational issue under
the control of the Chief Executive Officer. Under this authority, the Chief Executive Officer may issue a
Professional Commissioning Policy from time to time.

Report to the Nation

Read about the recent Scouting America Report to the Nation here.



https://reservations.scouting.org/profile/form/index.cfm?PKformID=0x168170abcd
https://nam.scouting.org/schedule/elective-sessions/
https://vimeo.com/1178530605
https://blog.scoutingmagazine.org/2026/04/13/scouts-head-to-capitol-hill-to-give-annual-report-to-the-nation/

Safeguarding Youth Refresher Training Has Launched

The new Safeguarding Youth Refresher Training has launched. If someone has completed the full Safeguarding Youth
Training course and it is currently active or has expired within the last 7 days, they are eligible to take the Refresher
Training. If their full Safeguarding Youth Training has been expired for 7 days or more, they will need to complete the
full Safeguarding Youth Training course again before receiving credit. If they have not taken the full 90-minute
Safeguarding Youth Training, they must take that before taking the 20-minute refresher. If they take the 20-minute
refresher but do not take the full course, they will not get credit for Safeguarding Youth Training.

Participants taking the Refresher Training must successfully pass the exam on the first attempt to receive credit for the
Y01 training code. If the exam is not passed, the system will automatically route them to the full Safeguarding Youth
Training course to ensure a complete review of the material. Once the refresher exam is failed, the refresher course
cannot be relaunched, and the full course must be completed. Safeguarding Youth Refresher Training is available in
English and Spanish in the Volunteer Learn Center on My.Scouting.

Scouting Alumni Guidebook

This manual serves as the authoritative standard for council-level operations, covering:
e Current Policies: The latest official guidelines for organizing and administering Alumni and National Eagle Scout
Association (NESA) Committees.
e Strategic Frameworks: Proven structures and best practices to help you deliver a robust, high-impact alumni
program.
e Actionable Insights: Practical strategies to re-engage former members and foster lifelong connections.
e Resources & Accessibility
To ensure consistent program delivery, each alumni member and local council should maintain a copy of this guide for
frequent reference. Download the electronic version here.

Update for VIP Experience at 2026 National Jamboree

Scouting America is excited to share an update regarding the VIP Experience for the 2026 National Jamboree. We are
now offering a 20% discount on VIP Experience packages. See the informational flyer here.

Commissioner Newsletter

The April 13 Commissioner Newsletter is available here.
New Four-Month Program Planner for Cub Scout Packs
Scoutbook Plus Added Features
Recruiting Resources for Venturing
Philmont Advisor Skill School (PASS)
Summer Camp Jobs
Scouting for Clean Waterways
Teaching About Disability Awareness Through Simulated Experiences
Safeguarding Youth Refresher Training Now Available
Reminder: National Marketing Webinar, April 16
Reminder: Youth Leadership in Exploring Webinar, April 23
Reminder: IMPACT 365 - Scouts Trash the Trash Day, May 2
Reminder: Scouts Read Sacred Text, May 7
Reminder: Commissioner Week at Philmont Training Center, June 7 — 13
Social Media Is Where We First Share
Ask A Commissioner

Back Issues of the Volunteer Leadership Newsletter

We have created a repository of the most recent back issues of the Newsletter. Find them here. Be sure to check them
out if you are new to this newsletter and/or to review earlier issues.
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https://scoutingalumni.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Scouting-Alumni-Guidebook-2026.pdf
https://scoutingwire.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/2026Jambo_VIP_VisitorXP_Flyer.pdf
https://www.scouting.org/commissioners/newsletter-eblast/
https://thoughtsonthetrail.net/
Mark Griffin
Highlight


Reminders from Previous Newsletters

Safeguarding Youth Refresher Training Launched - here

Read Sacred Texts Event - May 7 - Learn more here

Scouting America and Artemis - here

2026 National Annual Meeting — May 11-15 — Dallas - here

2026 Silver Buffalo and Silver Antelope Recipients - here

2026 National Jamboree Day Visitor Tickets - here

Exploring Training and Live Hour - here

Family Adventure Camp at High Adventure Bases - here

Distinguished Eagle Scout Award Application Cycle - April 1 through July 31 - here

Program Livecasts

Cub Chat Live (every Friday at 3 pm Eastern) - Facebook and YouTube

Troop Talk Live (second Wednesday of each month at 2 pm Central) - Facebook and YouTube
Leading our Adventures (every other Friday at 4 pm Mountain) - Facebook and YouTube
Trek on Tuesday (Tuesdays at Noon Pacific) - Facebook and YouTube

Exploring Live Hour (second Wednesday at 1:00 pm Central — Schedule and registration here

Webinars

Monthly Membership Rally - April 16 at 1:00 Central — Register here. Future Rallies May (in-person at the National
Annual Meeting), June 18, July 16, August 20, September 17, October 15, and November 12.

Outdoor Program and Properties
Mental, Emotional, Social Health at Camp — April 16 at 2:00 pm Central — here

Marketing Webinar - Fall Marketing Plans - Council Scout executive/Staff Session - April 16 at Noon Central and Council
Volunteer Session - April 16 at 7:00 pm Central - Register here

National Membership Mixer - April 19 at 7:00 pm Central. Register here

Alumni Webinars - 3:30 PM Pacific — Read more here
Scouting America Alumni Awards and Recognitions — April 19 - Register here
How to Create an Eagle Scout Mentoring Program — June 7 - Register here

Scouts BSA Advancement Demystified Series — 8:00 pm Eastern - Recordings may be found here and the links to the
webinars may be found here
Special Needs — Accommodations, Modifications, Registration Beyond the Age of Eligibility, and More -
Wednesday, April 22 — Register here
Merit Badge Counseling - Moving from Good to Great - Wednesday, May 5
Webinar Series for Unit Commissioners Serving Explorer Posts - April 23 at 8:00 pm Eastern. Register here
Monthly Finance and Fund Development Webinar — Third Wednesday at 2:00 pm Central - See recordings here
National Jamboree - Register for upcoming and view past webinars here
Newsletters/Blogs/Podcasts
Scouting Safety - here

Aaron on Scouting - here
Marketing — Subscribe here



https://my.scouting.org/
https://www.scoutingnewsroom.org/press-releases/scouting-america-invites-youth-nationwide-to-participate-in-scouts-read-sacred-texts-event/
https://www.scoutingnewsroom.org/press-releases/scouting-america-collaborates-with-nasas-artemis-program-to-inspire-the-next-generation-of-space-explorers/
https://nam.scouting.org/
https://blog.scoutingmagazine.org/2026/03/11/meet-your-2026-silver-buffalo-silver-antelope-classes/
https://jamboree.scouting.org/visitors/
https://www.exploring.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/2026-National-Exploring-Live-Hour-Flyer-Final-PDF-021226.pdf
https://www.scouting.org/national-high-adventure-bases/family-adventure-camp/
https://nesa.org/awards-and-recognition/
https://www.facebook.com/scoutingmagazine
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHjriDGKbdvClf7bYZVE50w
https://www.facebook.com/scoutingmagazine
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHjriDGKbdvClf7bYZVE50w
https://www.facebook.com/groups/VenturingBSA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHjriDGKbdvClf7bYZVE50w
https://www.facebook.com/scoutlifemag
https://www.youtube.com/@ScoutLife/streams
https://www.exploring.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/2026-National-Exploring-Live-Hour-Flyer-Final-PDF-021226.pdf
https://scouting-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/_zhkciExTH-S2w-QG5_z-Q#/registration
https://scouting-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_tatH2oNjQF6NNtK2lOoz1A#/registration
https://scouting-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Xs90-6U_TIKZoem5znCXfQ#/registration
https://scouting-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/mfpzUkRNTuS0Xcl5pE-heQ#/registration
https://nesa.org/training/
https://scouting-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_WPX0vywdTSWsMTY97jBXow#/registration
https://scouting-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_3KAW_QBkSjKQtdmXsIZ7tQ
https://vimeo.com/user39050689
https://www.scouting.org/program-updates/upcoming-webinars-scouts-bsa-advancement-demystified-series/
https://scouting-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_oper6WI5S-OacLmwkt6gJQ
https://forms.gle/Lz1anqsCvktLv99b8
https://spaces.hightail.com/space/cQFAO1Pg6L
https://jamboree.scouting.org/updates/jamboree-informational-webinars/
https://scoutingwire.org/topic_volunteer/youth-protection/
https://blog.scoutingmagazine.org/latest/
https://t.email.scouting.org/lp/cmnsubscribe

Scouting in the Boardroom - here
Commissioner Newsletter - here
Trail To Adventure - here
Scouting Alumni - here

Training Times - here

Abilities Digest - here

Scouting Wire - here

Important Links

Youth Safety - here

Training Resources - here

Health and Safety - here

Safety Moments - here

Scouting America Brand Guidelines and Materials - here
Language of Scouting - here

Merit Badges - here

Online Registration Information - here

Scouting America Membership Standards - here
Philmont Training Center Conferences - here
National Council Videos - here

High Adventure Bases - here

National Jamboree - here

Scouting Forms - here

2027 World Scout Jamboree - here

Council Support - here

National Eagle Scout Association - here
National Camping Schools - here

Scouting Forums - here

Order of the Arrow - here

Commissioners - here

Program Updates - here

Summer Camp Staff Jobs - here

Awards Central - here

Marketing and Recruitment Resources - here
Scouting Newsroom - here

Scouting Emergency Assistance Fund - here
Brand Center - here

America250 Visual Identity Guidelines - here
America250 Generic and Local Council Logos - here

Scouting America
Council Services Territory Operations

Scouting America
Council Services



https://www.scouting.org/about/governance/resources/
https://www.scouting.org/commissioners/newsletter-eblast/
https://www.scouting.org/outdoor-programs/trail-to-adventure/
https://scoutingalumni.org/resources/monthly-alumni-association-newsletters/
https://www.scouting.org/training/training-updates/archives/
https://ablescouts.org/
https://scoutingwire.org/
https://www.scouting.org/about/youth-safety/
https://www.scouting.org/training/
http://www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/
https://www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/safety-moments/
https://scouting.webdamdb.com/bp/#/folder/13252659/
https://www.scouting.org/resources/los/
https://www.scouting.org/skills/merit-badges/all/
https://www.scouting.org/resources/online-registration/
https://www.scouting.org/about/membership-standards/
https://www.philmontscoutranch.org/ptc/
https://vimeo.com/user39050689
https://www.scouting.org/national-high-adventure-bases/
https://jamboree.scouting.org/
https://www.scouting.org/resources/forms/
https://wsj2027.us/
https://www.scouting.org/council-support/
https://nesa.org/
https://www.scouting.org/outdoor-programs/national-camping-school/
https://discussions.scouting.org/
https://oa-bsa.org/
https://www.scouting.org/commissioners/
https://www.scouting.org/topics/program-updates/
https://jobs.scoutlife.org/
https://www.scouting.org/awards/awards-central/
http://www.scouting.org/recruitment/
https://www.scoutingnewsroom.org/
https://donations.scouting.org/#/council/NCFD/appeal/6397
https://scouting.webdamdb.com/bp/#/
https://scouting.webdamdb.com/bp/#/folder/14187005/
https://scouting.webdamdb.com/bp/#/folder/14186965/

