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Pardon me, but I am going to step up on my high horse for a moment. The ALRC 

Board last year was forced to make a change to the bylaws, making each term of 

the board two years rather that one year. We really had no choice as we were faced 

with nobody interested in participating as a board member. There will be no elec-

tions this year, but there are positions available.  Part of any organization’s ability 

to succeed is succession planning. Simply put, we need people to run the organiza-

tion.  

Let me put this in perspective. The city is completely ignoring the equestrian rural 

overlay in the “Etiwanda Heights” project, formerly known as the ”East Etiwanda 

Annexation Project.” The City has already leased the Equestrian Center to the 

ALRC because there were insufficient funds in the budget to maintain the facility. 

If ALRC fails this maintenance due to lack of interest, how long will it be before 

the city turns that land into something that makes money - perhaps commercial 

shops with high density housing above. Don’t’ say it can’t happen, because it is 

happening in Etiwanda Heights. I know what you all are thinking: “I don’t have 

time” or “I don’t want to deal with the politics”. If you have back yard horses and 

you enjoy any aspect of the Equestrian Center, such as the parking lot as a trailhead 

or meeting point, the arenas, the round pens, the buildings, even the trails them-

selves, you need to get involved. I board my horse at a beautiful facility with all of 

those amenities and have a trailer to transport my horse anywhere in the country I 

wish to ride.  I do not live in the area of the Equestrian Center, so the closing of the 

park would not be devastating to me. Yet I am giving of my time and energy to 

keep ALRC alive and thriving, because I believe in the equestrian heritage of Alta 

Loma, and in preserving it for future generations.  The Alta Loma Riding Club, the 

Equestrian Community, and the Community at large can no longer shirk our civic 

duty to get involved. If you live in the North West portion of Rancho Cucamonga 

(Alta Loma) and enjoy your current equestrian rural living space, or own horses 

anywhere in the inland empire utilizing the above mentioned facilities, or are mere-

ly interested in preserving the local heritage, you should be a member of the Alta 

Loma Riding Club and be involved, volunteering for the organization. If you just 

merely live in the area and are concerned with the possibility of losing the equestri-

an rural life style, you should join Alta Loma Riding Club. 

  

 

 



President’s message cont. 

What does ALRC need? We need all of its members to conduct a membership drive. We are asking that you 

go to your neighbors, with and without horses, and get them to join the organization. We have membership 

brochures available for you to give to your neighbors and friends. For a mere $30 a year per family, they will 

be kept informed. The ALRC is in constant communication with the city to protect the rights of the residents in 

the equestrian rural overlay. The club maintains the Equestrian Center and ensures the trails are maintained 

and safe. ALRC sponsors fun events at the park open to everyone, supports the San Bernardino County Sher-

iff’s Rancho Cucamonga Equestrian Patrol with use of the facility, and so much more. The ALRC needs to be 

seen as a voice of reason supported by numbers. If you aren’t willing to get involved and do the work, who 

will? 

Its parade time again. The ALRC will be riding in the city of Ontario’s 4th of July Parade. 

This is a fun parade with a big crowd who always enjoys seeing the horses. The club    

hasn’t ridden in the parade in few years, so it’s a good time to show them that the ALRC is 

still kickin’. We will be dressing in our best Red, White, and Blue and decking our horses 

out too. We will meet at Heritage Park at 6:30 to travel over to Chaffey High School. The 

parade leads us down southbound Euclid Blvd. and we will come back up the northbound 

side. Along with our horses, we will need someone to walk along behind our group and 

take care of any road apples that my get dropped along the way. FYI, this position gets the 

most applause from the crowd. If you are interested in riding with us or being the bestest 

most favorite person, please text or email me, so we don’t leave without you.  

Amanda (909)702-6488 

AWaterfield1981@gamil.com 



Board Members 

 President, Joe Cowan       

909-912-4319  

 1st Vice President,             

Cassie Sanchez                   

909-987-8366  

 2nd Vice Pres.,        

Pat Morris               

909 987-9403  

 Treasurer, John 

Sanchez                    

909-987-8366  

 Secretary,  Martha 

Cowan 909-912-2117  

 Membership,            

Ali Smilgis               

909-702-5306  

 Youth Director,     

Clay Clements        

909-466-8816  

 City Liaison: Larry 

Henderson              

909-226-3956  

 Local Trail,            

Barb DeWitt          

909-238-0336 

 Trailer Out, Barry 

Berg 909-944-9929  

 Food Service,  Ric 

Morris 909 987-9403  

 Publicity, Charlene 

Ariza 909-980-8876  

 Newsletter Editor, 

Amanda Waterfield-

Gibson             

AWaterfield1981 

@gmail.com 

Local Trail Rides with Barb De Witt and Pharaoh 

 It’s hard to believe it’s almost 

summertime!  I know the rain will even-

tually stop and we’ll be able to return to 

more consistent riding, but in the mean-

time I’m very thankful for this much 

needed replenishment of our water sup-

ply.  Even with the threat of rain we held 

our annual Poker Ride on Saturday, May 

18, although we did cut it short and im-

provised our 3rd and 4th card stops.  

Twelve riders went on our two hour ride, picking up cards along the way, 

with two more members joining us in the poker game at the park. Our first 

stop was at Brent Dooley’s Ranch where Stephanie met us with a variety 

of drink libations and some socialization time. We enjoyed getting to know 

Sonya, her daughter, Rachel, and Kris-

ty from Etiwanda, as well as Cindy who 

was on her first ride. Thank you to eve-

ryone for making them feel so welcome. 

The ride continued through The Woods 

and back to the park along the Demens 

Trail.  As the sky darkened and the 

wind picked up we anticipated an early 

rain, so we did not continue to the 

Schaefer Ranch and Larry Henderson’s house. Not to mention we were all 

hungry for pulled pork and the pot luck dinner waiting for us back at the 

park.  Congratulations to Judy Brennan for having the best poker hand 

and taking home half the “pot” as her winnings.  

 Please look for Charlene’s article about the Obstacle Course fund-

raiser for St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital in June.  As a club, we are proud 

to be able to donate a substantial amount to such a worthy cause. Even if 

you are not able to participate we hope you find it in your heart to donate 

to these children who face so many challenges at such a young age. 

Happy trails!   

Barb and Pharaoh 

909-238-0336 



Saddle Up for St. Jude Trail Obstacle Challenge  

Saturday, June 22 

 

Attention all riders! The ALRC has been preparing for the annual Saddle 

Up for St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital fundraiser.  This year we 

are creating a Trails Obstacle Challenge at Heritage Park for both 

youth (under 18 years) and adult (18 years +) classes.  Winning riders will 

receive ribbons and trophies.  As an additional incentive, I will be donating 

$50 each to the winning youth and adult class rider.      

The St. Jude Saddle Up Trail Obstacle Challenge will be on Saturday, 

June 22, 2019.  Sign ups will begin at 8:00 a.m. with the event starting at 9 

a.m.  The Event Team is working on creating a few new trail obstacles for 

you and your horse.  As a reminder, riders under 18 years must wear a 

helmet to participate. It will be a lot of fun and a great opportunity to 

work on your horsemanship skills. The cost is $30 per rider which in-

cludes lunch after the event.  Lunch for non-riders is $10 per person. A 

practice run can also be purchased for $15 along with your ride. 

In addition to the Trail Obstacle Challenge, we will also have our Silent 

Auction and raffle prizes.  Several members have already donated items 

for the Silent Auction.  It’s a great time for spring cleaning and donate 

new or gently used items for the fundraiser.  We’ll need volunteers to 

help with registration, set up with the obstacle course, and managing the 

Silent Auction and raffle.  Everyone is needed to hep out!   

Last year the Club wrote a check for $700 from our Saddle Up event.  

We can do better this year!  Everyone come on down and help us raise 

monies to fight childhood cancer.  The  

St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital is a world leader in finding cures 

for children with cancer and other life-threatening diseases through ad-

vance research and treatment at their nationally acclaimed facility.   

If you wish to donate items for the Silent Auction or raffle, please con-

tact Charlene Ariza at 909-921-5860.  We look forward to seeing you 

on June 22
nd

! 





 Cajon Pass 

Oh, all those lovely traffic jams, winds, ice, rain slick roads 

that drive us all crazy at one time or another, that’s Cajon 

Pass, or Cajon Summit as it is known.  But guess what? It 

was a lot worse for the settlers! 

As you all know, the pass was created by movements of the 

San Andreas Fault and the Mormon Rocks are clear evi-

dence of that.  Driving on Interstate 15, it always sort of 

takes my breath away at the beauty of the terrain, but for the 

pioneers I often wonder if they could enjoy the views or if 

they were so overwhelmed with the ruggedness and the dif-

ficulty they just wanted to get through and finished with it. 

Consider the fact the for 

us traversing the pass 

takes maybe 15 to 20 

minutes when traffic is 

good, for the wagon 

trains it was an arduous task that would take an entire day.  In 

1871, a lawyer and San Bernardino Sheriff with a buggy pulled by 

two mules, started at 9:00am about 12 miles south of Glen Helen 

Parkway. They arrived at the Martin Ranch (located near what is 

now Devore), stayed 20 minutes and then continued on to the 

upper toll gate at 3:00pm.  They stayed overnight and then con-

tinued on their way the next day. 

The Mormons made their way through the pass in 

1851.   Although referred to as Cajon Pass, Interstate 15 actually 

goes to Cajon Summit,  but the popular reference remains Cajon 

Pass. “Cajon” is a Spanish word meaning box or drawer and the name of the pass was derived from 

a Spanish Grant first referred to on a map in 1852. 

There have been notable disasters in 

the pass due to winds and dry condi-

tions that we are all pretty much aware 

of.  The 1989 runaway train, in 1994 a 

westbound train lost control and 

crashed into a another westbound 

train, in 1996 a chemical train de-

railed,  and in 2018 a train carrying 

hazardous materials derailed. 

There is so much more to tell about 

the pass and it’s history, but I hope this 

might have sparked your interest just a 

little bit about the pass that is so im-

portant to us and the object of so 

much frustration! 



 

 

 

Do you know someone who might like to be a member of the Club?  Remember the club 

is not just for horse owners, it is for anyone who loves our rural living!  Please remember 
that without the Alta Loma Riding Club we would lose a lot of our large animal 

rights.  There are many other special interests that would love to have the facilities the 
we have at Heritage Park.  The bridle trails that traverse our city were campaigned for by 
the Club when our area starting developing.  We are working on an on-line version of our 

membership application and paying through Venmo for your convenience.  We'll keep 

you updated as to when it is available.  

Good Riding and hope to see many of you on the trails and at events throughout the 

year. 

Ali Smilgis - Membership Director 

Membership Application 

Membership is only $30 /year for the whole family. Our year runs from July to June 2019-2020 

Please fill out the application and send it with a check to Alta Loma Riding Club P.O. Box 8116 Alta Loma, CA 

91701 

If there is no change to anything for a renewal, just write NO CHANGE for address, email, phone, etc  

Name: _______________________________________________________ 

Family Members (children’s age)

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________________________   State ___________  Zip ___________________ 

Phone ________________________________   Cell Phone ____________________________________ 

Email: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Acknowledgement: The Alta Loma Riding Club (ALRC) is not responsible and assumes no liability for any per-

sonal injury, property damage, or theft occurring on the ALRC premises or club activity. The undersigned waives 

any and all claims against the ALRC, officers, sponsors or members. 

Signature of applicant(s) ______________________________________________________________________ 



Heritage Park Equestrian Center 
A Multiuse Equestrian Facility 

Amenities 

 Show office 

 Concession 

stand 

 Arena lighting 

 Bathrooms 

 2 arenas 

      S - 295’ x 150’ 

      N - 220’ x 90’ 

 PA system 

 Water 

 Hitching posts 

 Trailer parking 

 Trail access 

 Jumps 

 Dressage court 

Rental Rates 

$150/6hr—includes both arena and 

grounds fees 

Kitchen $50/event 

Multipurpose room $50/event 

Cleaning deposit $150—refundable 

 

Located at 

5546 Beryl, Alta Loma, CA 91701 

Contact 

Alta Loma Riding Club 

P.O.Box 8116, Alta Loma, CA 91701 

AltaLomaRidingClub@gmail.com 

Larry Henderson (909) 226-3956  



To advertise within our newsletter, please contact AltaLomaRidingClub@gmail.com 

 

As a member, if you are looking for something or have something to sell, please con-

tact us so we can help you out by placing it in our newsletter 

 

 

FOUND reins at Heritage 

Park—contact Amanda 

Waterfield-Gibson to ID 

and claim 


