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rirst day of fall practices:
The first day of fall practice for
Geneseo sports teams will be
- Ang. 14, Start times are as fol-
lows: gigls” golf, 2:15 pm.4:30
pm. at the Geneseo Country
-Club; boys’ golf, 2:30 pam. at
Maple Bluff; cross country, 2:15
pam. in the facility; volleyball,
230 pm-5:15 pm., sopho-
mores and varsity In main gym
and freshman in facility; girls’
. tepnis, 2:15 pam-3:15 pm. at
Richmond "Hill; football, 2:15
pm-3:45 pam. and 5:15 pm.-
" 6:45 pan. 2t practice field; boys’
- soccer, 2:15 pm 445 pm. at
- sbeeer practice field. Cheerlead-
- ers and Maplettes will hold their
- first practice at 3:30 p.m. Aug.
- 15. Cheerleaders will meet on
the GHS track and Maplettes in
- the cafeteria. All athletes must
- have a physical and medical au-
. thorization form completed to
start practice. For more infor-
“mation and updates, visit the
" GHS athletic Web site at
www.ihigh.com/geneses/ or
 foliow on Twitter at @athletics
- GHS.
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By AMY CARTON
Sports Editor -

From the beginning, the
Geneseo Youth Football
program has strived io in-
spire young football players
with the help of the Gene-
seo community, and that
still holds true 35 vears
Iater. .

“The program was set up
the right way many years
ago,” said board president
Ray Hanson. “Everyone is
on a team, everyone gets to
play, the season is short and
sweet, only six weeks, no
records are kept and we
don’t hand out trophies.”

The youth football by-
laws, which were estab-
lished when the program
began in 1958 and are still
followed today, staie: “The
objective of Geneseo Youth
Football is to inspire boys
to practice the ideals of
sportsmzanship and physical
fitness, to teach them good
habits of fellowship with
others boys to respect
adults, and to develop the

ability to take adversity
without complaint.”

“We really want to focus
on learning, discipline and
not winning,” said Hanson.

“The program has provento

be successful and has sus-

tained itself. It is Genesen's’

program.” _
Besides the board and

coaches, the community

has stepped up over the last

55 years ‘to'help give young -

football players an opportu-
nity to learn the game at a
young age.

“It is a local community
program which has always
supported it,” said Hanson.
“This is all done on contri-
butions and every business
in Genesec and surrounding
areas has beefi a part of it at
one time.” :

The support is why still
today it only costs youth
football players $1 to play
the whole season, which
goes toward the purchase of
a mouth guard.

“We've always -~ had
enough money to run the
program,” said Hanson.

“We never wanted to be a
burden for people to play so
that is why it only costs $1
to play.”

Ali the funds the program
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LEARNING FUNDAMENTALS during the 2012 Youth Football season are the
Besars’ Ethan Seamen and Cameron Darin {top left) practicing their tackling; the
Chiefs’ Nathaniel Hines (top right) holding tight to the ball; and members of the
Eagles’ squad {botiom) running through plays at prastice.
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-Aside from the ‘minimal cost to play
youth football in Geneseo, Hanson says he

helieves what also sets this program apart-

is the league doesn’t get too competitive.

“We always stress to the playets they are

playing on different teams now, but will
play together at the next level,” he said.

The coaches, some who have been
coathing for 30. years, teach the players
the fundamentals of the game and try to
instill that even at this level tHat players
are required to come to practice.

“The big thing for the coaches is for
them to keep the players playing football
through being involved and making them
a part of the team,” said Hanson, “We look
for coaches with experience who are pos-
itive and like to be around kids.”

Hanson said the program sees a 1ot of

returners éach year and only a few drop
out of the program because they find out
ihe sport is not for them.

“I like to think the kids get something
out of the progtam — learning discipline,
| sportsmanship and how to get along with
other people,” said Hanson. “I know my
boys always said what they enjoyed was it
was [egal to hit somebody and not get in
frouble for it.”

In the early 70s, the program expanded

from four teams to eight teams and went
from having 35 players on a team to 26 or
‘lower to give everyone an oppotrtunity to
play.

Also in the 70s, the program began the
third-quarter team, which is comprised of
fifth graders. The third-quarter team plays
the third quarter of the games on Wednes-
days and Thorsdays, but also has the
chance to play a complete game and gain
more experience on Saturdays.

“Time on the field is very important and
when they see their success like the first
tinle they get a touchdown it is a pretty
happy time,” said Hanson, “The kids
enjoy putting on the helmet, and I always

~ get a kick out of it. The 1<1ds know they

can be at the high- school level someday
and play on Fridaynights.”-

Safety is always a top pnonty w1th :

coaches having taken proper safety lests,
along with making sure the equipment is
always up to' date from updating equip-
ment every three years and recertilying
helmets every yedr.

“It is all about the kids,” said Hanson,

“The program was stasted because people
thought there was a need, it has always
been backed and supporied by the com-
munity and is 4 long-running program.”
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