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As our country looks to celebrate the achievements of the labor 

movement this coming weekend along with the hard work Americans 

put in every day, we remind everyone to remember those who get injured 

on the job.  They are living with massive delays in obtaining medical 

care that keep them from returning to the job they need. California 

has the slowest workers' compensation system as reported by a Workers' 

Compensation Research Institute (WCRI) study issued last year.  
 

Another report issued by the WCRI this past June compared outcomes for injured workers who have 

health insurance to those without and came to the unsurprising conclusion that those with insurance other 

than workers' comp get faster treatment, are more satisfied with their care and get back to work quicker 

than those without alternative health insurance.   

 

A third of middle-income Americans don't have the ability to cover an unexpected $400 bill.  

 

Over 720,000 people in Greater Los Angeles are classified as being severely rent burdened, spending over 

50 percent of their income on housing.  

 

Over 40 percent of people experiencing chronic homelessness have some form of physical disability.    

 

These Californians can't afford to get hurt on the job. With our current system, it could spell financial 

disaster.  

 

Meanwhile, workers' compensation insurers are mounting an attack on cumulative trauma claims - wear-

and-tear injuries that accumulate over time - as their profits rise and employer premiums fall.  

 

The labor movement was born of the need to protect workers from corporate greed.  

 

As we celebrate Labor Day this weekend, we ask policy makers not to forget injured workers.  

 
 

https://www.wcrinet.org/news/press-releases/time-from-injury-to-first-medical-treatment-examined-in-new-18-state-wcri-s
https://www.wcrinet.org/reports/health-insurance-and-outcomes-of-injured-workers
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/05/17/a-third-of-middle-class-adults-cant-cover-a-400-dollar-emergency.html
https://www.lahsa.org/documents?id=3437-2019-greater-los-angeles-homeless-count-presentation.pdf
https://www.usich.gov/resources/uploads/asset_library/Homelessness-in-America-Focus-on-chronic.pdf
https://www.caaa.org/index.cfm?pg=latestnews&blAction=showEntry&blogEntry=8561

