Blue-Eyed Child of Fortune
near Culpeper House
August 12, 1862
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Near Culpepper Court-House, Va. [rRGS]
August 12, 1862

Dearest Mother,

I hope my telegrams and my note to Father reached you, and relieved your
anxiety about myself. We have had a hard time. We marched from Little Wash-
ington on the 7th inst. On the gth we left Culpepper, and after a march of
four or five miles Banks® Corps was formed in line of battle, Gordon’s Bri-
gade on the extreme right. The fight didn’t begin until four o’clock, though
all day there was some artillery firing. The infantry went forward on our left
and centre, first.

We were posted on an eminence, and had a good view of everything. I don’t
know how the troops on the left behaved; they were all new troops, and 1
know that, after having once given way, they were not rallied again. Craw-
ford’s Brigade (in our Division), stationed in the centre, fought like tigers,
and were dreadfully used up.! They advanced through a wood, emerged from
it, and crossed an immense ficld under a very heavy fire from forces far su-
perior in numbers. After they were cut to pieces, our Brigade was ordered
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the time to get news of Harry, and will send him money whenever I can.
$14 went yesterday, and I think it will reach him safely. I shall return ¢, th;
regiment very soon now. Officers are very scarce there. I have JUSE received ,
note from Susie, enclosing one for Harry from Emily? The latter I wi]] keep,
and if another flag of truce goes over, will send it. It will be a consolation ty
. hi m to hear from them. Tt makes me choke to think of him, especially singe
that inhuman order of Davis’ concerning Pope’s officers.' T don’t think it wjj|

make a great deal of difference in the treatment of them; but it will be 4

but they were not brought up for some
it was, I don’t know., Opinions differ. Troops
t ever since, and we have a strong position. [
Harry was not hurt, and I believe it myself,—

\ A
- Your ever loving son,
Robert G. Shaw
TS
O captain on Aug. 17, 1862.
gned on Oct. 31, 1862, duc ©
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