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After another exciting Masters we head across South Carolina to Harbour Town Golf Links. A tight but short course (measuring just under 7100 yards) that will test these players approach and short games. It is definitely a less than driver course for the bigger hitters, and requires more precision off the tee. There are holes that (like Valderama) even if you hit the fairway you could have to navigate overhanging trees. The greens here are some of the smallest on Tour so proximity with irons is going to be very important (also scrambling for those that miss the greens). Many feel this is the Luke Donald Classic as he seems to be in contention every year (his finishes over the past 5 years have been: 2nd, T2, T15, 2nd, T3). I would recommend tempering expectations as his form this year is considerably worse than in the prior years (2/7 cuts made top finish is T37. In prior years he was: ’17: 4/6 T17 best finish, ’16: 6/8 T22 best finish, ’15: 4/7 T7 best, ’14: 5/6 T4 best, and ’13: 5/5 T4 best). Reading his ownership could be rather high, so could be a good spot to fade. Per usual we are going to pick a safe and risky player in three different salary levels and then drop a super deep punt option at the end.
High End Salary ($9,100 and above):
Safe: Matt Kuchar ($10,800). Kuchar is coming to a course he loves. He has made 14/14 cuts here, and over the past 4 years he has not finished worse than 11th, and won this event in 2014. He is also a team member of the sponsor RBC (which has shown to provide a little more incentive for these guys). Over his last 12 rounds on Bermuda courses he is 8th in proximity, and 16 in SGApp. Fire him up. 
Risky: DJ ($12,000). The most expensive player in the field (and rightfully so as the 1st ranked golfer in the world) shouldn’t be risky, and it really isn’t due to any of his stats (which he seems to be ranked in the top 10 of all the pertinent ones). The level of care (is he here just because he inked a big off season deal with RBC), his expensive price tag, and a lack of super elite form as of lately are the main reasons he is risky. A couple of years back Jason Day was a very similar situation. He signed a deal with RBC and played in the event. To be fair minus his third round 79 he was solid and if he fired a 69 instead of 79 his score would have won the event. All of that, along with this being in DJ’s home state (where distractions seem to be more than motivation) make him for a risky option. 
Mid Salary($7,600-$9,000):
Safe: Jim Furyk ($8,000). This being a safe pick may come as a surprise but if you look at everything he sure does look safe. He won this event in 2015, and took 7th in 2014. He did miss the 2016 edition due to injury and M/C’d last year (he missed it on the number last year and missed a few short putts as well). His form is decent with a M/C at Houston, but a T7 at Valspar. This is a course he really enjoys, and again is a RBC team member. With Hadwin (who was going to be in this spot) withdrawing he is a nice spot to pivot to. 
Risky: Russell Knox ($7,800). This is a play based off of history here combined with his form being slightly better than it has been coming into this event in the previous years. The last 4 years here he has no finish worse than T18 (T11, T2, T18, T9). He has made 9 of his last 12 cuts and has 4 top 16’s in that stretch. He is 15th in Bogey Avoidance, and 24th in proximity over his last 12 rounds on Bermuda. He should garner lower ownership this week and surely could take a massive dump on your lineups, but he has the upside to compete and win this week. He is a much better course history guy to play than Luke Donald. 
Low End ($7,500 and below):
Safe: Moli ($7,500). For a course that seems to fit his game perfectly he is just too cheap. Over his last 12 rounds on Bermuda he is 2nd in SGApp, 4th SGT2G, 7th in proximity, and 9th in fairways gained. His last three events he has finished between 20th and 26th. He has made the cut at this event in his prior two attempts (T22, and T45). Super safe option here for a top 20 finish. 
Risky: Scott Piercy ($7,300). He is third in our model over the last 12 rounds on Bermuda, and that is frightening. His stats are 1st in SGApp, 2nd in SGT2G, and 3rd in SGPar4. He has played here three times and has made 2 of 3 cuts with a T30 top finish (has not played since 2012). He has also made his last two cuts and 9 of his 11 on the season (T6 at CareerBuilder). This is a stats type of play that could pay off in a range where there is going to be some massive ownership on other players. 
Super Punt: Steve Marino ($6,600). Here us out here. He has been playing the majority of his golf this season on the Web.com Tour and has made all 5 of his cuts there. He has 3 top 10’s and two of them have been on coastal courses (T5 Panama, and T9 Bahamas). He most recently took T39 at Savannah (which is within an hour and a half from Harbour Town and has a similar coastal layout). His best finishes on the PGATour are runner-ups at Colonial (comp course) and Puerto Rico (coastal course). He is 3/6 on this course in cuts made and has a T13 in 2009. This is by no means a highly endorsed punt, but an interesting one. If you are sifting through the debris at the bottom of the barrel to make a lineup work, he is an interesting option. 
