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“Guys Who’s Balls Hang Low”
This is segment number one of our 2018 Open Championship “Players to Look at”. In this segment we are going to look at players that have a chance to make a decent run at a top 10 finish who are 45 years or older. 
Stewart Cink 45 years old: The ’09 Open Championship winner (who beat an extremely low ball hanging Tom Watson) has been showing great form recently. His last three finishes have all resulted in top 25’s along with two top 5’s and a runner-up. On a course that is going to play extremely fast and will require terrific ball striking we have big Stew, who over his last 12 rounds is 6th in Ball Striking Gained. He has not had the greatest of Open records making 13/19 cuts with 4 top 25’s 2 top 10’s and the ’09 victory. His record at Carnoustie is much of the same with a MC in ’99 and a T6 in ’07. Given his current form, the way the course is seemingly going to play, and his terrific ball striking his a player to look at.
Lee Westwood 46 years old: Seemingly the sun has set for one of the best to have never won a major. That doesn’t mean he still cannot compete this week. He has had solid current form making 6 of his last 7 cuts with 3 top 20’s and a 5th place finish at the Italian Open. Always a prolific ball striker he seems to be getting a lot of his form back in place being near the lead after the first two rounds of the Scottish Open (opening with 64-67). He has enjoyed his time at the Open Championship with 7 top 25’s, 6 top 10’s, and 4 top 5’s. He has also made 10 of his last 12 cuts. He has also made the cut at both of his attempts at Carnoustie (T35 in ’07 and T18 in ’99). It would not be a surprise to see him finish in the top 10 this year. 
Retief Goosen 49 years old: With a resurgence in form the Goose is looking to recapture his good finishes at Carnoustie. He seems to always be in contention at firm/fast tournaments, including his two majors at the US Open. He has made 2 of his last 4 cuts and both have been top 20 finishes including a 6th at the FedEx in June. After he missed the cut at the Travelers he flew over to England for the sectional qualifier and got himself into this week’s field.  The Open Championship has been a spot Retief has thrived with 12 top 25’s, and 8 top 10’s. He also has made 14 of his last 15 cuts here (the one MC was a W/D in 2011). His Open history at Carnoustie has also been solid with a T23 in ’07 and a T10 in ’99. If he can recreate the memories and keep on his good form he could be in the top 10 at the end of this week. 
Bernhard Langer: 60 years old: The lowest of the low hanging balls probably belongs to this man. He appears to be immune to old age and bad golf showing as much with his T38 at The Masters this year. His history at the Open is very solid as well. He has 13 top 25’s and 8 top 10’s. While he did not play in the ’07 Open he did finish T18 in ’99. He is in the field for the first time since 2015 thanks to his third Senior Open victory (his first was in 2010 at Carnoustie). His current form is typical Langer making all 14 cuts this season on the Champions Tour including back to back major top 20’s. If somehow he can hang around the top 10 the first three rounds he should be able to make a run like Watson did in ’09. 
