
The Lifespan of Clivia Seeds: How Long 

Do They Last? 

 

Clivia, a popular indoor and outdoor plant known for its stunning 

clusters of bright orange or yellow flowers, is native to South Africa. 

One of the most fascinating aspects of growing clivia is the ability of its 

seeds to remain viable for an impressively long period of time. Unlike 

many other plant species, clivia seeds can retain their viability for 

several years, making them a highly sought-after treasure for avid 

gardeners and botanists alike. In this article, we will explore the 

longevity of clivia seeds and the factors that contribute to their 

remarkable ability to withstand the test of time. 

Characteristics Values 

Germination rate 30-70% 

Germination time 3-9 weeks 

Seed viability 1-2 years 

Storage conditions Cool and dry place 

Seed coat structure Hard and leathery 

Seed coat color Dark brown 

Seed size 1-2 cm 

Seed weight 1-2 grams 



Characteristics Values 

Moisture content 5-15% 

Seed dormancy Dormant, requires scarification 

Seedling emergence 4-10 weeks after germination 

Seedling growth rate Slow 

Flowering time (from seed) 2-4 years 

Flower color (from seed) Varies, typically orange or yellow 

Leaf size (from seed) 20-30 cm long 

Leaf color (from seed) Dark green 

Plant height (from seed) 30-60 cm 

Root system (from seed) Fibrous, shallow 

Environmental requirements Shade to partial sun, well-draining soil, regular watering 

What You'll Learn 

 



How long can clivia seeds be stored before 

they become non-viable? 

Clivia seeds are the reproductive structures of the Clivia plant, 

commonly known as the Kafir Lily. These seeds are often collected by 

garden enthusiasts for the purpose of propagation. However, it is not 

always possible or desirable to plant these seeds immediately after 

collection. In such cases, it is important to know how long Clivia seeds 

can be stored before they become non-viable. 

The viability of Clivia seeds can be influenced by several factors, 

including their age, storage conditions, and the overall health of the 

parent plant. In ideal conditions, Clivia seeds have the potential to 

remain viable for several years. However, it is important to note that 

the viability of these seeds gradually decreases over time. 

On average, Clivia seeds can be stored for up to 2 to 3 years before 

they start to lose their ability to germinate. It is worth mentioning that 

this time frame is a general guideline and can vary depending on 

various factors mentioned earlier. 

To ensure the best chance of success, it is important to store Clivia 

seeds in the right conditions. The seeds should be kept in a cool, dry, 

and dark place to minimize moisture and prevent exposure to sunlight. 

A temperature range of 40 to 50 degrees Fahrenheit is considered 

optimal for long-term seed storage. It is also advisable to store the 

seeds in airtight containers, such as glass jars, to protect them from 

moisture and pests. 

Before planting stored Clivia seeds, it is recommended to perform a 

seed viability test. This test involves soaking several seeds in water and 

observing if they sink or float. Sinkers are viable seeds, whereas floaters 

are non-viable. This test can help determine the overall viability of the 

seed batch and guide the planting process. 



If the stored Clivia seeds are found to be non-viable, there are still 

alternative methods for propagation. These include techniques such as 

tissue culture and division of mature plants. Tissue culture involves 

growing new plants from small pieces of Clivia tissue in a laboratory 

setting. Division, on the other hand, involves separating mature plants 

into multiple smaller plants, each with its own roots and foliage. 

In conclusion, Clivia seeds can remain viable for up to 2 to 3 years if 

stored in the appropriate conditions. It is important to keep them in a 

cool, dry, and dark place, away from sunlight and moisture. Performing 

a seed viability test before planting can help ensure the success of the 

propagation process. If the seeds are found to be non-viable, 

alternative methods such as tissue culture and division can be used to 

propagate Clivia plants. 

What conditions are best for storing clivia 

seeds to ensure their longevity? 

Clivia seeds are known for their vibrant blooms and are highly sought 

after by collectors and enthusiasts alike. However, to ensure the 

longevity of clivia seeds, it is essential to store them properly. There are 

a few key conditions that contribute to the successful storage of clivia 

seeds, including temperature, humidity, and darkness. 

Temperature plays a crucial role in seed storage. Clivia seeds should 

ideally be stored at a temperature between 40 to 45 degrees 

Fahrenheit (4 to 7 degrees Celsius). This range provides a cool 

environment which helps to minimize the seed's metabolic activity and 

prevents premature aging. It is important to avoid extreme 

temperature fluctuations, as this could damage the seeds. 

Humidity is another important factor in seed storage. Clivia seeds 

should be stored in an environment with relatively low humidity, 

around 30 to 40 percent. High humidity levels can cause clumping or 

moulding of the seeds, which can decrease their viability. To maintain 



the desired humidity, it is advisable to store the seeds in a sealed 

container with a desiccant, such as silica gel or a moisture-absorbing 

packet. 

Darkness is also crucial for clivia seed storage. Exposure to light can 

trigger the germination process in seeds, leading to their loss of 

viability. Therefore, it is recommended to store clivia seeds in a dark 

container, such as an opaque plastic bag or a seed storage envelope. 

Keeping the seeds in darkness helps to maintain their dormancy and 

ensures their longevity. 

In addition to these key conditions, there are a few more steps and 

precautions that can be taken to ensure the longevity of clivia seeds. 

Firstly, it is important to collect seeds from healthy and mature plants. 

Seeds obtained from healthy plants have a higher chance of 

germination and successful storage. It is also advisable to clean the 

seeds before storage by gently removing any debris or pulp attached to 

them. 

Furthermore, labelling the storage container with the date of collection 

and the specific clivia variety can help keep track of the seeds. This is 

especially important when storing seeds from different plants or 

hybrids. Additionally, it is recommended to periodically check on the 

stored seeds and remove any damaged or mouldy ones to prevent 

them from affecting the viability of the remaining seeds. 

To illustrate the importance of proper clivia seed storage, let's take the 

example of a clivia breeder who carefully collects and stores their 

seeds. By ensuring the seeds are stored at the appropriate 

temperature, humidity, and darkness, they are able to store the seeds 

for several years. This allows the breeder to maintain a diverse 

collection of clivia varieties and successfully germinate them when 

desired, leading to the creation of new hybrids and the propagation of 

desirable traits. 

In conclusion, to ensure the longevity of clivia seeds, it is crucial to store 

them in the right conditions. This includes storing them at a cool 



temperature, maintaining low humidity levels, and keeping them in 

darkness. By following these steps and taking proper precautions, clivia 

seeds can be stored for an extended period of time, enabling collectors 

and breeders to continue their passion for these beautiful plants. 

Is there a recommended time frame for 

planting clivia seeds after they are 

harvested? 

After clivia seeds are harvested, it is generally recommended to plant 

them as soon as possible. Freshly harvested seeds have a higher 

chance of germination and are more likely to produce healthy 

seedlings. However, if immediate planting is not possible, there are a 

few steps you can take to ensure the best chances of successful 

germination. 

Step 1: Clean the seeds 

Before planting, it is important to clean the clivia seeds. Remove any 

pulp or debris from the seeds by rinsing them gently with water. This 

will help prevent the growth of fungi or bacteria that can hinder 

germination. 

Step 2: Dry the seeds 

After cleaning, allow the seeds to air dry completely. This will help 

prevent rotting or mould growth during storage. Place the seeds on a 

clean paper towel or a fine mesh screen in a cool and dry location. 

Avoid direct sunlight or extreme temperatures. 

Step 3: Store the seeds properly 

If you are unable to plant the seeds immediately, it is crucial to store 

them properly to maintain their viability. Place the dry seeds in a sealed 

container, such as a plastic bag or a glass jar, and store them in a cool 



and dark location. The ideal storage temperature is between 40-50°F (4-

10°C). 

Step 4: Monitor the seeds 

Regularly check the stored seeds for any signs of mould, rot, or pests. If 

you notice any issues, remove the affected seeds immediately to 

prevent the spread of pathogens. It is important to maintain a dry and 

clean storage environment to ensure the seeds remain viable. 

Step 5: Plant the seeds 

When you are ready to plant the clivia seeds, prepare a suitable 

growing medium. A well-draining and nutrient-rich potting mix is ideal 

for clivia seed germination. Use a shallow tray or pots with drainage 

holes to sow the seeds. Sow the seeds lightly on the soil surface and 

cover them with a thin layer of the potting mix. 

Step 6: Provide the right conditions 

Place the seeded trays or pots in a warm and bright location, but away 

from direct sunlight. Maintain a temperature of around 70-80°F (21-

27°C) for optimal germination. Keep the soil moist but not overly wet to 

prevent rot. It is important to provide consistent moisture and 

temperature to promote germination. 

Step 7: Patience and care 

Clivia seeds can take several weeks to months to germinate, and the 

germination rate can vary. Be patient and continue to provide the seeds 

with the right conditions. Once the seedlings emerge, gradually 

acclimate them to brighter light and regular watering. 

In conclusion, while it is recommended to plant clivia seeds as soon as 

possible after harvesting, proper cleaning, drying, and storage can help 

maintain their viability if immediate planting is not feasible. By 

following the steps outlined above and providing the right conditions, 



you can increase the chances of successful germination and the growth 

of healthy clivia seedlings. 

Can the viability of clivia seeds be extended 

through any specific preservation methods? 

Clivia, also known as the bush lily, is a popular ornamental plant that 

produces beautiful clusters of trumpet-shaped flowers. It is native to 

South Africa and is commonly used in gardens and as indoor 

houseplants. Like many plants, clivia reproduces through seeds, but the 

viability of these seeds can deteriorate over time. Fortunately, there are 

specific preservation methods that can help extend the viability of clivia 

seeds. 

Firstly, it's important to understand the natural lifespan of clivia seeds. 

Clivia seeds are known to have a relatively short viability period, 

typically ranging from six months to a year. After this period, the seeds 

become less likely to germinate. However, with proper preservation 

methods, it is possible to prolong their viability. 

The first step in preserving clivia seeds is to ensure that they are 

harvested at the right time. Clivia seeds should be collected when the 

fruit has fully ripened and turned bright orange or red. The fruit should 

be allowed to dry naturally on the plant before harvesting. Once 

harvested, the seeds should be cleaned, removing any pulp or debris, 

and allowed to dry completely. Drying the seeds is crucial as moisture 

can lead to mould or rot. 

After drying, the seeds should be stored in a cool, dry place. Airtight 

containers such as Ziplock bags or glass jars with tight-fitting lids work 

well for this purpose. It is important to keep the seeds away from direct 

sunlight as it can cause them to overheat and lose viability. The ideal 

storage temperature for clivia seeds is around 40°F (4°C). For long-term 

storage, some gardeners also place silica gel packets in the storage 

containers to absorb excess moisture. 



Regularly checking the viability of clivia seeds is recommended. This can 

be done by performing a germination test. Take a small sample of 

seeds and place them on a moist paper towel or in a container with a 

germination medium such as peat moss. Keep the seeds in a warm and 

humid environment and observe them for signs of germination. It is 

normal for clivia seeds to take several weeks or even months to 

germinate, so be patient. If a high percentage of seeds germinate, it's a 

good indication that the storage conditions are suitable for long-term 

preservation. 

In addition to the preservation methods mentioned above, it is worth 

noting that clivia seeds can also be propagated immediately after 

harvesting. Freshly harvested seeds have the highest germination rates, 

so if you have the means to immediately plant them, it is 

recommended to do so. Planting clivia seeds in a well-draining potting 

mix and providing them with the necessary light and moisture 

conditions can greatly improve their chances of germination. 

In conclusion, the viability of clivia seeds can be extended through 

specific preservation methods. Harvesting the seeds at the right time, 

drying them thoroughly, and storing them in cool, dry conditions are 

essential steps in preserving the seeds. Regularly checking the viability 

through germination tests can help ensure their long-term 

preservation. Additionally, planting freshly harvested seeds 

immediately can also lead to higher germination rates. By following 

these methods, clivia enthusiasts can enjoy the beauty of these plants 

for years to come. 

Are there any signs or indicators that can 

help determine if clivia seeds are no longer 

viable before attempting to plant them? 

Clivia seeds are the reproductive units of the Clivia plant, a popular 

indoor and outdoor ornamental plant native to South Africa. These 

seeds are characterized by their bright orange or red coloration and are 



often harvested for propagation purposes. However, not all clivia seeds 

are viable, meaning they have the ability to grow into healthy plants. To 

determine if clivia seeds are viable before attempting to plant them, 

there are several signs and indicators to look out for. 

One of the first indicators of seed viability is the seed's age. Clivia seeds 

are most viable when they are fresh and recently harvested. As time 

passes, the viability of the seeds decreases. Typically, clivia seeds are 

considered viable for up to two years after harvesting. If the seeds have 

been stored for a longer duration, it is important to perform a viability 

test before planting them. 

Another indicator of clivia seed viability is their appearance and texture. 

Viable clivia seeds should be firm and plump. They should have a 

smooth and glossy surface. If the seeds appear wrinkled, shrivelled, or 

have a rough texture, it is likely that they are no longer viable and will 

not germinate. 

Additionally, clivia seeds that have a mouldy or discoloured appearance 

are also likely to be non-viable. Mold growth on the seeds indicates 

fungal infection, which can hinder germination and plant development. 

Discoloration, such as dark or black spots on the seed coat, may also 

suggest that the seeds are no longer viable. 

To further confirm the viability of clivia seeds, a germination test can be 

conducted. This simple test involves placing a few seeds on a moist 

paper towel or in a container with moistened vermiculite. The seeds 

should be kept in a warm location with consistent moisture. After a few 

weeks, viable seeds should germinate and produce small green shoots. 

If no germination occurs after the appropriate time frame, it is likely 

that the seeds are no longer viable and should not be planted. 

It is important to note that even if clivia seeds are viable, successful 

germination and plant growth depend on various factors such as 

proper planting conditions, adequate moisture, and suitable 

temperatures. It is recommended to follow specific planting 



instructions for clivia seeds to maximize the chances of successful 

growth. 

In conclusion, several signs and indicators can help determine if clivia 

seeds are no longer viable before attempting to plant them. These 

include seed age, appearance, texture, and performing a germination 

test. By carefully assessing these indicators, gardeners can ensure that 

they are planting viable clivia seeds and increase their chances of 

successful plant propagation. 
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