
Are Clivia Seeds Toxic? Unveiling The 

Truth Behind Clivia Poisoning 

 

Clivia plants are known for their vibrant and stunning flowers, which 

make them popular as ornamental plants in gardens and indoor 

spaces. However, what many people may not know is that the seeds of 

the clivia plant can actually be poisonous. While the flowers and leaves 

of the plant are generally not harmful, caution should be taken when 

handling or ingesting the seeds. In this article, we will explore the 

potential dangers of clivia seeds and how to safely enjoy these beautiful 

plants without putting ourselves at risk. 

Characteristics Values 

Plant Clivia 

Part Seeds 

Toxicity Poisonous 

Severity Mild 

Symptoms Nausea, vomiting, abdominal pain 

Size Small 

Color Orange 

Taste Bitter 



Characteristics Values 

Risk Factors Ingestion 

Treatment Supportive care 

Time Few hours to few days to show symptoms 

Source ASPCA 

What You'll Learn 

 

Are Clivia seeds poisonous to humans? 

Clivia plants are known for their vibrant orange or yellow flowers, which 

make them a popular choice for indoor and outdoor gardens. Many 

people enjoy growing Clivia plants from seeds, but there may be some 

concern about the toxicity of these seeds to humans. In this article, we 

will explore whether or not Clivia seeds are poisonous to humans. 

To start, it's important to note that Clivia plants are part of the 

Amaryllidaceae family, which includes other plants such as daffodils 

and snowdrops. Many plants in this family contain toxic compounds, 

and it's always a good idea to exercise caution when handling their 

seeds. 

When it comes specifically to Clivia seeds, there is limited scientific 

research available on their toxicity to humans. However, anecdotal 

evidence and expert opinions suggest that Clivia seeds are unlikely to 



be highly toxic. It is worth mentioning that the toxicity of plants can vary 

depending on various factors, such as the species and the specific 

conditions in which they are grown. 

The primary concern with Clivia seeds lies in the possibility of accidental 

ingestion. While the seeds themselves may not be highly poisonous, 

consuming large quantities could still lead to discomfort or 

gastrointestinal issues. It is always recommended to avoid ingesting 

any plant material unless it has been confirmed as safe. 

If you do decide to handle Clivia seeds, it is important to take proper 

precautions. These include wearing gloves to protect your skin and 

washing your hands thoroughly after handling the seeds. Additionally, 

make sure to keep Clivia seeds out of reach of children and pets to 

prevent accidental ingestion. 

It's also worth noting that Clivia plants can produce berries, which 

contain the seeds. These berries are generally considered non-toxic, 

but it is always a good practice to exercise caution and avoid ingesting 

them. 

In conclusion, while Clivia seeds are not widely recognized as highly 

toxic to humans, it is still important to handle them with care and avoid 

ingesting them. As with any plant material, it is recommended to 

exercise caution and take appropriate precautions to ensure your 

safety. If you have any concerns or questions about the toxicity of 

specific plants or their seeds, it is best to consult with a knowledgeable 

expert or a poison control centre for accurate and up-to-date 

information. 

Can pets like cats or dogs be affected if they 

ingest Clivia seeds? 

Cats and dogs are curious creatures by nature, and they often explore 

their surroundings with their mouths. As pet owners, it's our 



responsibility to ensure that our furry friends are kept safe from any 

potential hazards. One common plant that can pose a threat to pets is 

the Clivia plant, specifically its seeds. Ingesting Clivia seeds can have 

adverse effects on cats and dogs, making it important for pet owners to 

be aware of the potential risks and take necessary precautions. 

Clivia plants are native to southern Africa and are popular for their 

bright, colorful flowers. The seeds of the Clivia plant are small, round, 

and can easily be mistaken for a tasty treat by pets. However, these 

seeds contain toxic compounds that can cause various symptoms in 

cats and dogs, ranging from mild to severe. 

When a pet ingests Clivia seeds, they can experience symptoms such as 

vomiting, diarrhea, abdominal pain, and drooling. In more severe cases, 

pets may exhibit difficulty in breathing, weakness, tremors, seizures, 

and even coma. These symptoms can be attributed to the toxic 

compounds present in the Clivia seeds, specifically alkaloids and 

glycosides. 

If you suspect that your cat or dog has ingested Clivia seeds, it is crucial 

to seek immediate veterinary attention. The veterinarian will be able to 

provide the appropriate treatment, which may include inducing 

vomiting, administering activated charcoal to absorb the toxins, and 

providing supportive care to manage any symptoms. 

Preventing your pets from ingesting Clivia seeds is the best way to keep 

them safe. Here are some steps you can take to minimize the risk: 

• Keep Clivia plants out of reach: Cats and dogs are curious 

creatures and may try to nibble on plants within their reach. Make 

sure to place your Clivia plants in an area that is inaccessible to 

pets, such as on high shelves or hanging baskets. 

• Educate yourself and others: It's important to be knowledgeable 

about the plants you have in your home and their potential 

toxicity to pets. Share this information with family members, 

friends, and neighbours who may also have pets. 



• Use barriers or deterrents: If you cannot completely remove Clivia 

plants from your home, consider using barriers or deterrents to 

prevent pets from accessing them. For example, placing a baby 

gate or a fence around the plants can help create a physical 

barrier. 

• Provide alternative chewing options: Cats and dogs may be 

tempted to chew on plants out of boredom or curiosity. Make 

sure to provide them with suitable chewing toys or treats to divert 

their attention away from the plants. 

Remember, prevention is key when it comes to keeping your pets safe 

from potentially toxic plants like Clivia. By being proactive and taking 

the necessary precautions, you can ensure a happy and healthy 

environment for your furry friends. 

What are the symptoms of Clivia seed 

poisoning in animals? 

Clivia (Clivia miniata) is a popular houseplant that produces beautiful 

orange, red, or yellow flowers. While it is a lovely addition to any home, 

it is important to be aware that Clivia seeds can be toxic to animals if 

ingested. Clivia seeds contain toxic substances, including lycorine and 

other alkaloids, that can cause a range of symptoms in animals. It is 

crucial for pet owners to be familiar with these symptoms in order to 

protect their furry friends. 

One of the most common symptoms of Clivia seed poisoning in animals 

is gastrointestinal distress. Animals that have ingested Clivia seeds may 

experience vomiting, diarrhea, and abdominal pain. These symptoms 

can range from mild to severe, depending on the quantity of seeds 

consumed and the size of the animal. If your pet exhibits these 

symptoms after ingesting Clivia seeds, it is important to seek veterinary 

care immediately. 



In addition to gastrointestinal distress, animals may also display 

neurological symptoms after ingesting Clivia seeds. These can include 

weakness, tremors, seizures, and even paralysis. These symptoms are a 

result of the toxic compounds in the Clivia seeds affecting the animal's 

nervous system. Again, it is crucial to seek veterinarian assistance right 

away if your pet displays any of these symptoms. 

It is important to note that while Clivia seeds can be toxic to animals, 

other parts of the plant, such as the leaves and flowers, are also 

potentially harmful. These parts contain similar toxic compounds and 

can cause similar symptoms when ingested. Pet owners should take 

precautions to prevent their animals from accessing Clivia plants and 

should supervise them closely when they are in the presence of these 

plants. 

If you suspect that your pet may have ingested Clivia seeds or any other 

toxic plant material, it is important to act quickly. Contact your 

veterinarian immediately and provide them with as much information 

as possible, including the name of the plant and the approximate 

quantity consumed. Your veterinarian will be able to provide guidance 

on the next steps to take and may recommend bringing your pet in for 

an examination. 

In conclusion, Clivia seed poisoning in animals can cause a range of 

symptoms, including gastrointestinal distress and neurological 

symptoms. Pet owners should be vigilant in preventing their animals 

from accessing Clivia plants and should seek veterinary care 

immediately if they suspect their pet has ingested any part of the plant. 

By being aware of the potential dangers of Clivia seeds and taking 

appropriate precautions, pet owners can help keep their furry friends 

safe and healthy. 

 



Are there any known cases of serious illness 

or death caused by Clivia seed ingestion? 

Clivia is a popular houseplant that is native to South Africa. It is known 

for its attractive flowers and glossy, dark green leaves. While Clivia 

plants are generally safe to have around pets and children, it is 

important to exercise caution when it comes to the ingestion of Clivia 

seeds. 

Clivia seeds contain alkaloids, which are chemical compounds that can 

have toxic effects on the body. Ingesting Clivia seeds can lead to 

symptoms such as nausea, vomiting, abdominal pain, and diarrhea. In 

severe cases, it can even cause respiratory distress, seizures, and 

death. 

There have been a few reported cases of serious illness and death 

caused by Clivia seed ingestion. One case involved a toddler who 

ingested a handful of Clivia seeds and developed severe symptoms 

shortly after. Despite receiving prompt medical attention, the child 

unfortunately did not survive. 

In another case, a woman mistakenly consumed Clivia seeds instead of 

the edible seeds she had intended to eat. She experienced severe 

abdominal pain and was rushed to the hospital. Thankfully, she was 

able to recover with medical treatment, but it was a harrowing 

experience for her and her family. 

Given the potential risks associated with Clivia seed ingestion, it is 

important to take precautions to minimize the chances of accidental 

ingestion. Here are some steps you can take: 

• Keep Clivia plants out of reach of children and pets. Place them 

on high shelves or use barriers to prevent access. 

• Educate yourself and your family members about the potential 

dangers of Clivia seeds. Make sure everyone knows not to eat or 

ingest any part of the plant. 



• If you have young children or pets, consider avoiding Clivia plants 

altogether. Opt for other safe houseplants that do not pose a risk 

of toxicity if ingested. 

• If you suspect that someone has ingested Clivia seeds, seek 

immediate medical attention. Do not induce vomiting unless 

instructed by a medical professional. 

In conclusion, while Clivia plants are generally safe to have around, it is 

important to exercise caution when it comes to the ingestion of Clivia 

seeds. There have been reported cases of serious illness and even 

death caused by Clivia seed ingestion. Take steps to prevent accidental 

ingestion and seek immediate medical attention if ingestion does occur. 

How should one handle and dispose of 

Clivia seeds to ensure safety? 

Clivia seeds are small, orange-coloured seeds that are produced by the 

Clivia plant. While these seeds can be used to propagate new plants, it 

is important to handle and dispose of them properly to ensure safety. 

Firstly, it is important to handle Clivia seeds with care. The seeds are 

small and delicate, so they should be handled gently to prevent any 

damage. When handling the seeds, it is recommended to wear gloves 

to protect your hands from any potential allergens or irritants that may 

be present on the seeds. 

To properly dispose of Clivia seeds, it is crucial to understand the 

potential risks associated with them. These seeds contain toxic 

compounds known as alkaloids, which can be harmful if ingested or 

inhaled. Therefore, it is important to keep the seeds out of reach of 

children and pets. 

One way to dispose of Clivia seeds is by placing them in a sealed 

container, such as a plastic bag or airtight container. This will prevent 

any accidental ingestion or inhalation of the seeds. Once the seeds are 



in the container, it is recommended to label it as "Dangerous" or "Toxic" 

to ensure that others do not open it accidentally. 

Another method of disposal is to bury the seeds in the ground. This 

should be done in a safe location away from any edible plants or water 

sources. Dig a small hole, preferably 6-8 inches deep, and place the 

seeds in the hole. Cover the hole with soil and ensure that it is securely 

covered to prevent any animals from digging them up. 

If you are interested in propagating new Clivia plants, it is important to 

follow the proper procedures to ensure success and safety. Start by 

removing the seeds from the plant's fruit and rinsing them gently to 

remove any pulp or debris. Next, soak the seeds in water for 24 hours 

to help improve germination. 

After soaking, plant the Clivia seeds in a well-draining potting mix that is 

specifically formulated for seedlings. Place the seeds about 1 inch deep 

in the soil and cover them lightly. Water the soil enough to keep it moist 

but not soaking wet. 

Place the pot in a warm, well-lit area, but out of direct sunlight, as Clivia 

seeds require indirect light for germination. Keep the soil consistently 

moist but avoid overwatering. Germination can take anywhere from a 

few weeks to a few months, so be patient. 

In conclusion, handling and disposing of Clivia seeds properly is crucial 

to ensure safety. Always handle the seeds with care and wear 

protective gloves if necessary. When disposing of the seeds, seal them 

in a container or bury them in a safe location. If you are interested in 

propagating new plants, follow the proper procedures to ensure 

success. By following these guidelines, you can enjoy the beauty of 

Clivia plants while keeping yourself and others safe. 
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