
Understanding The Frost Tolerance of 

Clivias: What You Need to Know 

 

Clivias, also known as Bush Lilies, are an incredibly resilient and 

stunning plant that have been cherished by gardeners for centuries. 

With their vibrant orange or yellow blooms and lush green foliage, they 

add a pop of colour and elegance to any garden or indoor space. But 

one question that often arises is whether or not Clivias can tolerate 

frost. In this article, we will explore the fascinating properties of Clivias 

and discover just how hearty these plants truly are. So, prepare to be 

amazed as we delve into the world of Clivias and their frost-tolerance 

capabilities. 

Characteristics Values 

Temperature Below freezing temperatures 

Duration Short periods 

Frost-sensitive Young plants, new growth, and flower buds 

Frost-tolerant Mature plants and established clumps 

Impact May cause leaf damage or death 

Recovery Can recover with proper care and maintenance 

Protection Mulching, covering, or moving indoors 

Hardiness USDA zones 9-11 



Characteristics Values 

Adaptability Can adapt to a wide range of climates and soils 

What You'll Learn 

 

Can clivias tolerate frost? 

Clivias are beautiful and popular ornamental plants that are known for 

their bright and vibrant flowers. They are native to South Africa and are 

commonly found in gardens and indoor spaces around the world. One 

question that many people have regarding clivias is whether they can 

tolerate frost. In this article, we will explore this question and provide a 

comprehensive answer based on scientific research, personal 

experiences, and practical examples. 

Scientifically, clivias (Clivia sp.) belong to the amaryllis family 

(Amaryllidaceae) and are classified as tender perennials. This means 

that they are not frost-tolerant and can be damaged or killed if exposed 

to freezing temperatures for an extended period of time. The optimal 

temperature range for clivias is between 60°F (15°C) and 85°F (29°C), 

with a preferred temperature of around 70°F (21°C). Frost can cause 

damage to the leaves, flowers, and roots of clivias, leading to wilting, 

discoloration, and even death. 

Based on personal experiences, many clivia enthusiasts have found 

that their plants suffer when exposed to frost. Even a brief exposure to 

freezing temperatures can cause irreversible damage to clivias, 

especially if they are not acclimated or protected. It is important to note 

that clivias are native to a subtropical region where frost is rare, and 

they have not developed natural adaptations to withstand freezing 



temperatures. Therefore, it is crucial to take appropriate measures to 

protect clivias from frost if you live in a climate with cold winters. 

To protect clivias from frost, it is recommended to bring them indoors 

during the colder months or provide them with adequate insulation. If 

you choose to keep clivias indoors, place them in a well-lit area away 

from direct sunlight and drafts. Ensure that the temperature in the 

room is within the optimal range for clivias. If you prefer to keep them 

outdoors, consider using a frost cloth or cover to shield the plants from 

freezing temperatures. Additionally, you can mulch around the base of 

the clivias with organic materials like straw or bark to provide further 

insulation. 

Practical examples further demonstrate the vulnerability of clivias to 

frost. For instance, in regions with cold winters, clivia enthusiasts have 

reported significant damage or even the loss of their clivia plants due to 

frost. On the other hand, those who took precautionary measures to 

protect their clivias from frost were able to keep their plants healthy 

and thriving. 

In conclusion, clivias are not frost-tolerant plants. They are sensitive to 

freezing temperatures and can be damaged or killed if exposed to frost. 

Scientific research, personal experiences, and practical examples all 

confirm the importance of protecting clivias from frost by either 

bringing them indoors or providing them with proper insulation. By 

taking these measures, clivia enthusiasts can ensure the health and 

longevity of their beloved plants. 

What is the lowest temperature that clivias 

can tolerate? 

Clivias, also known as bush lilies, are beautiful flowering plants that are 

native to South Africa. They are popular houseplants due to their 

vibrant, trumpet-shaped flowers and ease of care. However, like any 



plant, clivias have specific environmental requirements in order to 

thrive. 

One of the key factors that can affect the health of clivias is 

temperature. While these plants can tolerate a range of temperatures, 

there is a limit to how low they can go. The lowest temperature that 

clivias can tolerate varies depending on the specific variety and the 

duration of exposure. 

In general, clivias are more sensitive to cold temperatures than they are 

to heat. They prefer temperatures that range between 60 to 75 degrees 

Fahrenheit (15 to 24 degrees Celsius). However, they can tolerate 

temperatures as low as 40 degrees Fahrenheit (4 degrees Celsius) for 

short periods of time. 

It is important to note that clivias are not frost-tolerant. Exposure to 

freezing temperatures can cause significant damage to the plant, 

including leaf discoloration, wilting, and even death. Therefore, it is 

crucial to protect clivias from frost by bringing them indoors or 

providing them with adequate insulation during the colder months. 

If you live in an area with cold winters, it is best to bring your clivias 

indoors or provide them with a protected environment during the 

coldest months. This can be done by placing them near a window that 

receives ample sunlight or using a grow light to provide the necessary 

light and warmth. Additionally, you can use a portable space heater or a 

heat mat to create a warm microclimate around your clivia plants. 

If you are growing clivias outdoors in a region with mild winters, you 

may be able to leave them outside with some extra protection. This can 

be achieved by covering the plants with a layer of mulch or using a frost 

blanket to insulate them. It is also important to place them in a 

sheltered location, such as against a south-facing wall, to provide 

additional warmth and protection from the elements. 

In addition to temperature, it is important to consider other 

environmental factors that can affect the overall health of clivias. These 



include light, humidity, and watering. Clivias prefer bright, indirect light, 

so make sure to place them in a location that receives ample light 

throughout the day. They also prefer moderate humidity and should be 

watered thoroughly when the top inch of soil feels dry. 

In conclusion, clivias can tolerate temperatures as low as 40 degrees 

Fahrenheit for short periods of time. However, they are not frost-

tolerant and should be protected from freezing temperatures. By 

providing the right environmental conditions, including adequate 

warmth and protection, you can ensure that your clivias thrive and 

produce stunning flowers year after year. 

How does frost affect clivias? 

Clivias, also known as bush lilies or fire lilies, are popular flowering 

plants that are native to South Africa. They are known for their bright 

orange, red, or yellow flowers and their ability to withstand a wide 

range of environmental conditions. However, clivias are not frost-

tolerant plants, and frost can have a detrimental effect on their growth 

and overall health. 

Frost occurs when temperatures drop below freezing, causing water 

vapor in the air to turn into ice crystals. When clivias are exposed to 

frost, these ice crystals can form on the plant's leaves and stem, 

causing damage to the plant's tissues. This damage can manifest as 

blackened or browned leaves, wilted or distorted growth, and even 

death of the plant in severe cases. 

One of the main ways in which frost affects clivias is by disrupting the 

flow of water through the plant's cells. As water freezes, it expands, and 

this expansion can rupture the cell walls of the plant. This damage 

disrupts the plant's ability to take up water and nutrients from the soil, 

leading to wilting and overall decline in health. 

Furthermore, frost can also damage a clivia's flower buds, preventing 

them from opening and blooming. Clivias typically flower in spring, and 



if a frost event occurs during this time, it can cause the flower buds to 

become frozen and damaged. This can result in a reduction in flowering 

and may even cause the plant to skip flowering altogether in the 

following year. 

To protect clivias from frost, it is important to take preventive 

measures. If you live in an area prone to frost, consider planting your 

clivias in containers that can be brought indoors during cold weather. 

Alternatively, you can cover the plants with frost cloths or blankets 

during frost events to provide some insulation and protection. 

It is also important to note that clivias that have been damaged by frost 

should be attended to promptly. Remove any damaged foliage or 

flowers to prevent the spread of fungi or pests. Additionally, providing 

the plant with extra care, such as regular watering and fertilizing, can 

help it recover more quickly from the frost damage. 

In conclusion, frost can have a detrimental effect on clivias, causing 

damage to their leaves, stems, and flower buds. Taking preventive 

measures, such as bringing the plants indoors or covering them during 

frost events, can help protect them from this damage. Promptly 

attending to frost-damaged clivias and providing them with extra care 

can aid in their recovery. By understanding how frost affects clivias and 

taking appropriate action, you can ensure the health and longevity of 

these beautiful flowering plants. 

What precautions should I take to protect 

clivias from frost? 

Clivias are beautiful ornamental plants that are native to South Africa. 

They are prized for their vibrant orange, red, or yellow flowers, which 

bloom in the spring. However, clivias are sensitive to frost and can 

easily be damaged or killed if exposed to freezing temperatures. 

Therefore, it is important to take precautions to protect clivias from 

frost. 



One of the most effective ways to protect clivias from frost is to bring 

them indoors or into a greenhouse before the first frost of the season. 

This will ensure that they are kept in a warm and controlled 

environment where they will be safe from freezing temperatures. If 

bringing the clivias indoors is not possible, you can also cover them 

with a frost cloth or blanket. This will provide some insulation and help 

to trap heat around the plants, protecting them from the cold. 

It is also important to choose a location for your clivias that is sheltered 

from cold winds and frost pockets. Clivias should be planted in a spot 

that receives full sun or partial shade, but that is also protected from 

extreme weather conditions. Avoid planting clivias in low-lying areas 

where cold air can pool, as these areas are more prone to frost. 

To further protect clivias from frost, you can apply a layer of mulch 

around the base of the plants. This will help to insulate the soil and 

protect the roots from freezing temperatures. Mulch can also help to 

retain moisture in the soil, which is important for the health of your 

clivias. 

Additionally, it is important to avoid overwatering clivias during the 

winter months. Overwatering can lead to root rot, which can be 

exacerbated by cold and wet conditions. Instead, water clivias sparingly 

during the winter, allowing the soil to dry out slightly between 

waterings. 

It is worth noting that different species and varieties of clivias may have 

varying levels of frost tolerance. Some clivias are more cold-hardy than 

others and may be able to withstand light frosts without suffering 

damage. If you live in an area with particularly harsh winters, it is best 

to choose clivias that are known for their frost tolerance. 

In conclusion, clivias are sensitive to frost and can be easily damaged by 

freezing temperatures. To protect your clivias from frost, it is important 

to bring them indoors or cover them with a frost cloth or blanket. 

Choosing a sheltered location, applying mulch, and avoiding 

overwatering can also help to protect clivias from frost damage. By 



taking these precautions, you can ensure that your clivias remain 

healthy and vibrant throughout the winter months. 

Are there any clivia species or cultivars that 

are more frost-tolerant than others? 

Clivias, also known as bush lilies or Kaffir lilies, are popular ornamental 

plants known for their vibrant and long-lasting flowers. However, one 

drawback of clivias is that they are not very frost-tolerant, and exposure 

to freezing temperatures can cause damage or even death to these 

plants. 

With that said, there are some clivia species and cultivars that are more 

frost-tolerant than others. While no clivia can withstand extreme 

freezing conditions, certain varieties have been found to exhibit better 

resistance to frost compared to others. 

One such clivia species known for its frost tolerance is Clivia nobilis. 

Native to the Eastern Cape of South Africa, C. nobilis has adapted to 

colder temperatures and can tolerate light frosts without suffering 

significant damage. This species has broader leaves compared to other 

clivia species, which helps it cope with colder temperatures by reducing 

heat loss. 

Another clivia species that shows some degree of frost tolerance is 

Clivia caulescens. This species is also native to South Africa and has 

been found to survive relatively mild frosts. However, it is worth noting 

that C. caulescens is more susceptible to frost damage compared to C. 

nobilis, so it should still be protected during periods of freezing 

weather. 

In terms of clivia cultivars, there are a few that have been bred 

specifically for their improved frost tolerance. These cultivars often 

have traits inherited from the more frost-resistant species mentioned 

earlier. For example, the cultivar Clivia miniata 'Belgian Hybrid' is known 



for its better frost tolerance compared to other C. miniata cultivars. 

Similarly, the cultivar Clivia x cyrtanthiflora 'Red Strata' is also believed 

to be more cold hardy than some other clivia varieties. 

When it comes to protecting clivias from frost, there are several steps 

you can take to ensure their survival. Firstly, it is important to choose a 

planting location that offers some natural protection from cold winds, 

such as against a south-facing wall. Additionally, mulching the soil 

around the clivia plants can help insulate their root systems and protect 

them from freezing temperatures. Using a layer of straw or fallen 

leaves as mulch can provide an extra layer of insulation. 

During periods of freezing weather, it is advisable to cover clivias with 

frost blankets or horticultural fleece. These materials help trap heat 

and protect the plants from frost damage. It is essential to properly 

secure the coverings to prevent them from blowing away in strong 

winds. 

In conclusion, while no clivia species or cultivar is completely frost-

proof, some are more frost-tolerant than others. Clivia nobilis and Clivia 

caulescens are two species known for their ability to withstand light 

frosts, while specific cultivars like Clivia miniata 'Belgian Hybrid' and 

Clivia x cyrtanthiflora 'Red Strata' have been bred for improved frost 

tolerance. By selecting the right clivia variety, providing suitable 

planting locations, and implementing protective measures during 

freezing weather, it is possible to enjoy these beautiful plants even in 

areas prone to frost. 
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