
The Complete Guide to Watering Clivia 

Plants 

 

Clivia, with its vibrant orange flowers and thick, glossy leaves, is a 

popular houseplant known for its ability to brighten up any space. 

However, despite its hardy nature, proper watering is crucial for the 

health and longevity of this beautiful plant. In this guide, we will explore 

the dos and don'ts of watering clivia, ensuring that you have all the 

knowledge you need to keep your clivia thriving and blooming year 

after year. So, grab your watering can and let's dive in! 

Characteristics Values 

Watering Frequency Once a week 

Watering Amount Moderate 

Soil Moisture Slightly moist 

Watering Method Bottom watering 

Watering Temperature Room temperature 

Watering Time Morning or early evening 

Watering Technique Directly water the soil, avoiding the leaves 

Watering Season Spring and summer 

Watering Rest Period Fall and winter 



Characteristics Values 

Water Quality Non-chlorinated water or rainwater 

Watering Container Well-draining pot 

Watering Duration Until water runs out of drainage holes 

What You'll Learn 

 

How often should I water my clivia plant? 

If you have recently acquired a clivia plant or if you are a first-time clivia 

owner, you may be wondering how often you should water your plant. 

Watering the clivia plant correctly is crucial for its health and growth. In 

this article, we will discuss the factors that determine the watering 

frequency for clivia plants and provide you with some guidelines to help 

you keep your plant happy and thriving. 

Clivia plants are native to South Africa and are known for their 

beautiful, long-lasting blooms. They have fleshy roots and thick, strap-

like leaves that store water, making them drought-tolerant plants. It is 

important to note that clivias prefer to be slightly underwatered rather 

than overwatered. Overwatering can lead to root rot and other issues. 

The frequency of watering your clivia plant depends on several factors, 

including the climate, season, pot size, soil type, and plant size. Here 

are some general guidelines to help you determine how often to water 

your clivia plant: 

• Climate: Clivia plants thrive in temperatures between 60-85 

degrees Fahrenheit. In areas with hot, dry climates, you may need 



to water more frequently, while in cooler climates, you can water 

less often. 

• Season: During the active growing season, which is typically 

spring and summer, clivia plants require more frequent watering. 

As the weather cools down in the fall and winter, their watering 

needs decrease. 

• Pot size: The size of the pot determines the amount of water the 

clivia plant can hold. Smaller pots dry out faster and may require 

more frequent watering, while larger pots can hold more water 

and may need less frequent watering. 

• Soil type: Clivia plants prefer well-draining soil that allows excess 

water to flow away from the roots. The soil should be slightly 

moist but not soggy. If the soil becomes waterlogged, it can lead 

to root rot. Adding organic matter, such as perlite or sand, to the 

soil can improve drainage. 

• Plant size: Young clivia plants with smaller root systems require 

less water compared to mature plants. As the plant grows and 

develops a larger root system, you may need to increase the 

watering frequency. 

To determine when to water your clivia plant, you can use a simple 

finger test. Insert your finger about an inch into the soil. If it feels dry, it 

is time to water. If it feels slightly damp, you can wait a few more days 

before watering again. Avoid following a strict watering schedule as the 

watering needs of each plant can vary. 

When watering your clivia plant, use room temperature water to avoid 

shocking the roots. Water the plant thoroughly until the excess water 

drains out from the bottom of the pot. Discard any standing water to 

prevent root rot. Avoid getting water on the leaves to prevent leaf rot 

and diseases. 

In conclusion, clivia plants prefer to be slightly underwatered rather 

than overwatered. The frequency of watering depends on the climate, 

season, pot size, soil type, and plant size. By considering these factors 

and using the finger test to check the soil moisture, you can provide 

your clivia plant with the right amount of water it needs to thrive. 



Remember that it is better to underwater your clivia plant than to 

overwater it. Happy gardening! 

What is the best method for watering clivia 

plants - from the top or bottom? 

When it comes to watering clivia plants, there is some debate about the 

best method - whether it's better to water from the top or from the 

bottom. While both methods can be effective, there are some factors to 

consider in order to determine the best approach for your clivia plants. 

One important consideration is the type of soil your clivia plants are 

growing in. Clivias prefer well-draining soil that holds some moisture 

but does not become waterlogged. If your soil drains well, watering 

from the top can be a suitable option. This allows the water to evenly 

distribute throughout the soil and reach the roots. However, if your soil 

is heavy and holds onto moisture for a long time, watering from the top 

can lead to overwatering and root rot. In this case, it may be best to 

water from the bottom to avoid excess moisture accumulation. 

Another factor to consider is the age and maturity of your clivia plants. 

Young clivia plants have smaller root systems and may benefit from 

watering from the bottom. By placing the pot in a tray filled with water 

for a short period of time, the roots can absorb the water they need 

without the risk of drowning. As the plant grows and develops a 

stronger root system, watering from the top may become more 

appropriate. 

Experienced gardeners often observe the behaviour of their clivia 

plants to determine the best watering method. If a plant tends to wilt or 

show signs of underwatering, watering from the top can help ensure 

that the entire root system receives moisture. On the other hand, if a 

plant consistently shows signs of overwatering, watering from the 

bottom can prevent waterlogged soil and potential root rot. 

To water clivia plants from the top, simply pour water evenly over the 

soil until it begins to drain out of the bottom of the pot. Allow the 

excess water to drain completely before placing the pot back in its 



saucer or decorative container. If watering from the bottom, fill a tray 

or saucer with water and place the pot in it. Allow the plant to soak up 

the water for about 15-30 minutes, then remove it from the tray and let 

any excess water drain away. 

Ultimately, the best method for watering clivia plants will depend on 

the specific needs of your plants and the conditions they are growing 

in. Observing the behaviour of your plants and staying attentive to their 

watering needs will help you determine the most effective approach. 

Remember to strike a balance between providing enough water to keep 

the plant healthy and avoiding overwatering, which can be detrimental 

to clivia plants. 

Are there any specific watering 

requirements for clivia during different 

seasons? 

Clivia is a popular houseplant known for its vibrant blooms and lush 

green foliage. While it is relatively low-maintenance, it is essential to 

understand its watering requirements, especially during different 

seasons. Proper watering is crucial for the health and longevity of your 

clivia plant. 

During the growing season, which typically spans from early spring to 

late summer, clivia requires regular watering. The frequency of 

watering will depend on several factors such as the pot size, 

temperature, humidity, and the overall health of the plant. As a general 

guideline, water the clivia when the top inch of soil feels dry to the 

touch. Ensure that the plant is not sitting in water, as this can lead to 

root rot. Allow the water to drain out completely after watering and 

never let your clivia sit in a water-filled saucer. 

In colder seasons, such as fall and winter, clivia goes into a period of 

dormancy. During this time, the plant's water requirements decrease 

significantly. It is essential to reduce watering to prevent overwatering, 

which can cause root rot. Allow the top few inches of soil to dry out 



before watering, and make sure that the water penetrates the soil 

thoroughly. 

In regions with distinct seasons, it is necessary to adjust the watering 

frequency accordingly. For example, during hot and dry summers, you 

may need to water your clivia more frequently than during cool and 

humid winters. Monitoring the soil moisture content and observing 

your plant's overall health can help guide you in determining the 

appropriate watering schedule. 

To ensure consistent and appropriate watering, consider the 

following steps: 

• Use well-draining soil: Clivia prefers a loose and well-draining soil 

mix. A mixture of peat moss, perlite, and sand is ideal for 

providing good drainage. This will prevent water from 

accumulating around the roots and potentially causing root rot. 

• Water thoroughly: When watering your clivia, make sure to water 

thoroughly. This means watering until the water flows out of the 

drainage holes. This ensures that the entire root system receives 

moisture evenly. 

• Use room-temperature water: Clivia plants prefer room-

temperature water. Using cold water can shock the plant and 

potentially harm the roots. Allow tap water to sit for a few hours 

to reach room temperature before watering your clivia. 

• Consider the humidity: Clivia plants thrive in higher humidity 

levels. If you live in a dry climate or have dry indoor conditions, 

you may want to increase the humidity around your plant. You 

can do this by placing a tray filled with water near the plant or by 

using a humidifier. 

It is essential to pay attention to your clivia plant and adjust your 

watering schedule accordingly. Overwatering can damage the roots, 

while underwatering can lead to wilted leaves and stunted growth. 

Every clivia plant has slightly different watering requirements, so it may 

take some trial and error to find the perfect balance for your specific 

plant. 



In conclusion, clivia plants have different watering requirements during 

different seasons. During the growing season, water regularly, ensuring 

the soil is slightly dry before watering again. In colder seasons, reduce 

watering, allowing the top few inches of soil to dry out. Follow the steps 

mentioned above to ensure proper watering and maintain the health of 

your clivia plant. 

How can I tell if my clivia plant is getting too 

much or too little water? 

Clivia plants are known for their vibrant orange or red flowers and 

glossy green leaves. They are relatively easy to care for, but one 

common mistake that many gardeners make is overwatering or 

underwatering their clivia plants. It is important to find the right 

balance of watering to ensure the health and longevity of your plant. In 

this article, we will discuss how you can tell if your clivia plant is getting 

too much or too little water and how to adjust your watering routine 

accordingly. 

One of the easiest ways to determine if your clivia plant is receiving too 

much water is to check the soil moisture level. Stick your finger about 

an inch into the soil and see if it feels overly damp. If the soil feels wet 

or soggy, it is a sign that you are overwatering. Overwatering can lead 

to root rot and other fungal diseases, so it is important to address this 

issue promptly. 

Another indication of overwatering is the appearance of yellowing 

leaves. If you notice that the bottom leaves of your clivia plant are 

turning yellow and starting to wilt, it is a sign that the roots are being 

suffocated due to excessive moisture. Additionally, if the plant starts to 

emit a foul odour, it is a clear sign of root rot caused by overwatering. 

On the other hand, underwatering can also be detrimental to the 

health of your clivia plant. Signs of underwatering include drooping 

leaves, dry and brittle foliage, and a general lack of growth and vitality. 

The soil may feel dry to the touch and the plant may require more 

frequent watering than usual. 



To determine the correct watering frequency for your clivia plant, it is 

important to consider the environmental conditions and the current 

season. Clivia plants require more water during their growing season, 

which is typically from spring to summer. During this time, you can 

water your clivia plant thoroughly once a week, ensuring the soil is 

evenly moist. In the winter months, when the plant is dormant, you can 

reduce the watering frequency to once every two to three weeks. 

Additionally, it is important to water clivia plants from the bottom 

rather than from the top. This allows the plant to take up water as 

needed, while also preventing the leaves from getting wet, which can 

lead to fungal diseases. 

If you suspect that your clivia plant is receiving too much or too 

little water, here are a few steps you can take to restore balance: 

• Adjust your watering frequency: If you have been overwatering, 

reduce the frequency of watering and allow the soil to dry out 

slightly between waterings. If you have been underwatering, 

increase the frequency of watering to ensure the soil remains 

consistently moist. 

• Monitor the soil moisture: Regularly check the soil moisture level 

by sticking your finger into the soil. Adjust your watering routine 

accordingly based on the soil's moisture content. 

• Improve drainage: If you notice that the soil is consistently wet, 

consider improving the drainage by adding organic matter such 

as compost or sand to the soil mix. 

• Choose the right container: Clivia plants prefer to be slightly root-

bound, so choose a pot that is slightly smaller than the root ball. 

This will prevent excessive water retention in the soil. 

In conclusion, finding the right balance of watering for your clivia plant 

is essential for its overall health and well-being. By monitoring the soil 

moisture level, observing the appearance of the leaves, and adjusting 

your watering routine accordingly, you can ensure that your clivia plant 

thrives and produces beautiful blooms for years to come. 



Are there any additional tips or tricks for 

successfully watering clivia plants? 

Watering is a crucial aspect of caring for clivia plants, as they require 

the right amount of moisture to thrive. Here are some tips and tricks 

for successfully watering your clivia plants: 

• Understand the water requirements: Clivia plants prefer slightly 

moist soil, but they do not tolerate waterlogged conditions. 

Overwatering can lead to root rot, while underwatering can result 

in stunted growth. It is important to strike the right balance. 

• Use well-draining soil: Clivias thrive in well-draining soil that 

allows excess water to drain away. Using a mix of peat moss, 

perlite, and sand can help improve drainage and prevent 

waterlogging. 

• Water deeply: When watering your clivia plants, it is important to 

ensure that the water reaches the roots. Water deeply until you 

see water draining out from the bottom of the pot. This ensures 

that the roots receive enough moisture. 

• Frequency of watering: Clivia plants have different water 

requirements depending on the season. During the active 

growing season (spring and summer), clivias require more 

frequent watering, as they are in the growth phase. However, 

during the dormant season (fall and winter), they require less 

water. Allow the top inch of soil to dry out before watering again. 

• Avoid overhead watering: Clivias are prone to leaf rot if water 

accumulates in the leaf axils. To prevent this, avoid overhead 

watering and instead water directly at the base of the plant. 

• Monitor humidity levels: Clivias prefer moderate to high humidity 

levels. If the air in your home is dry, you can increase humidity by 

using a humidifier or placing the plant on a tray filled with water 

and pebbles. This will help prevent the leaves from drying out. 

• Consider the temperature: Clivias prefer temperatures between 

60-85°F (15-29°C). Higher temperatures may require more 



frequent watering, as the soil tends to dry out faster. On the other 

hand, lower temperatures may require less frequent watering. 

• Use room temperature water: Clivias prefer room temperature 

water. Avoid using cold water straight from the tap, as it can 

shock the roots. Allow the water to sit for a few hours before 

watering your clivia plants. 

• Observe the plant's response: Pay attention to how your clivia 

plants respond to watering. If the leaves turn yellow or droop, it 

may be a sign of overwatering. If the leaves become wilty or 

develop brown spots, it may indicate underwatering. Adjust your 

watering routine accordingly. 

• Water consistently: Consistency is key when watering clivias. 

Establish a regular watering schedule and stick to it. This will help 

the plant establish a healthy root system and prevent stress. 

By following these tips and tricks, you can provide your clivia plants 

with the right amount of water they need to flourish. Remember, every 

plant is different, so it's important to observe your clivias closely and 

make adjustments as needed. With proper watering, your clivia plants 

will reward you with beautiful blooms and lush foliage. 
 

 

 


