A Guide to Successfully Growing Clivias in
Pots

Clivias, also known as Kaffir lilies, are stunning, tropical plants that can
bring a pop of colour and unique beauty to any indoor or outdoor
space. With their vibrant orange, yellow, or red flowers and dark, glossy
foliage, they're sure to captivate the attention of anyone who spots
them. While they can thrive in gardens, not everyone has access to the
outdoor space necessary to grow these plants. Luckily, clivias can also
be grown successfully in pots, making them ideal for those with limited
space or for those who simply enjoy the convenience and versatility of
container gardening. In this guide, we'll explore the steps to growing
clivias in pots, ensuring that you can enjoy their remarkable blossoms
no matter where you live.

Characteristics

Light Bright, indirect light

Temperature 60-85°F (15-29°C)

Watering Allow soil to dry between waterings
Soil Well-draining, acidic soil

Fertilizer Balanced, slow-release fertilizer
Humidity Moderate to high humidity
Propagation Division of offsets or seeds




Characteristics Values

Repotting Every 2-3 years

Pests Prone to mealybugs and scale insects

Pruning Remove dead or damaged leaves

Blooming Flowers in spring or summer

Toxicity Toxic to pets if ingested

Special Care Provide a rest period in winter for flower production
Maintenance Regularly remove dead or yellowing leaves

What You'll Learn

What are the best potting soil and pot size
for growing clivias in pots?

Clivias, also known as bush lilies, are popular indoor and outdoor plants
known for their vibrant orange, yellow, and red flowers. These plants
are native to South Africa and thrive in warm, shaded environments.
When it comes to growing clivias in pots, selecting the right potting soil
and pot size is crucial for their overall health and growth.



Potting Soil for Clivias:

Clivias are not particularly picky when it comes to soil, but they do
require well-draining potting soil to prevent waterlogging, which can
lead to root rot. A good potting mix for clivias should consist of a mix of
organic matter, such as peat moss or coconut coir, and inorganic
materials like perlite or vermiculite to improve drainage.

Here is a simple recipe for a clivia potting mix:

« 60% organic matter (peat moss or coconut coir)
« 30% inorganic material (perlite or vermiculite)

« 10% compost or well-rotted manure

Mix these ingredients thoroughly to ensure a uniform mix. This potting
soil mix will provide good drainage while retaining enough moisture for
the clivia's root system.

Pot Size for Clivias:

When choosing a pot size for clivias, it's important to consider the size
of the plant's root system and its future growth. Clivias have a shallow
root system, so a pot that is wider than it is deep is ideal. A pot with a
diameter of about 8-10 inches (20-25 cm) should be sufficient for a
mature clivia plant.

Transplanting Clivias:

Transplanting clivias into larger pots should be done when the root
system has outgrown its current pot. This is typically done every 2-3
years. Here is a step-by-step guide on how to transplant clivias:

« Choose a pot that is the next size up. Make sure it has drainage
holes at the bottom.

« Prepare the potting soil mix as mentioned earlier.



« Gently remove the clivia from its current pot, being careful not to
damage the roots.

. Place a layer of potting soil in the bottom of the new pot.

. Position the clivia in the centre of the new pot, making sure it is at
the same level as it was in the previous pot.

« Fill in the gaps around the roots with potting soil, gently pressing
it down to ensure there are no air pockets.

« Water the plant thoroughly, allowing the excess water to drain
out of the bottom of the pot.

. Place the newly transplanted clivia in a shaded area for a few days
to allow it to adjust to its new pot.

Remember to water your clivia regularly, allowing the soil to dry out
slightly between waterings. Clivias prefer indirect or filtered light and
thrive in temperatures between 60-85°F (15-29°C). Fertilize the plant
during the growing season with a balanced, water-soluble fertilizer
according to the package instructions.

In conclusion, clivias can thrive in pots if the right potting soil and pot
size are chosen. Using a well-draining potting mix and a pot that is
wider than it is deep will provide the optimal growing conditions for
these beautiful plants. Follow the steps for transplanting clivias to
ensure a smooth transition and continued growth.

How frequently should clivias in pots be
watered and how much water should they
receive?

Clivias, also known as Kaffir lilies, are popular houseplants that are
valued for their vibrant orange, yellow, or red flowers and their ability
to thrive in low-light conditions. One of the most important aspects of
caring for clivias is proper watering. Providing the right amount of



water at the correct frequency is essential for the plant's overall health
and longevity.

Knowing how often to water clivias in pots a bit can be tricky, as it
depends on various factors such as the pot size, soil type, temperature,
humidity, and time of year. However, following some general guidelines
will help ensure optimal watering practices.

The first step in determining when to water your clivia is to check the
moisture level of the soil. Clivias prefer slightly damp soil but can easily
suffer from overwatering. Stick your finger about an inch into the soil; if
it feels dry at that depth, it's a good indication that the plant needs
watering. On the other hand, if the soil feels moist or wet, it's best to
hold off on watering.

When it comes to the quantity of water, clivias require thorough
watering. This means pouring water onto the soil until it drains out
from the bottom of the pot. It's crucial to avoid letting the plant sit in
standing water, as it can lead to root rot and other fungal diseases.
Additionally, clivias are sensitive to chemicals, so it's essential to use
filtered or distilled water, especially if your tap water contains high
levels of chlorine or fluoride.

During the growing season, which typically spans from spring to fall,
clivias require more frequent watering. As a general rule of thumb,
water your clivia once every week or two, depending on the
environmental conditions. If your clivia is exposed to bright, indirect
sunlight or if the temperature is higher, it's likely to dry out more
quickly, requiring more frequent watering.

In contrast, during the dormant period, which occurs in winter, clivias
require less water. The plant's growth significantly slows down during
this time, so it's essential to reduce watering accordingly. Water your
clivia sparingly, keeping the soil slightly damp but not overly saturated.
Overwatering in winter can lead to root rot and other problems that
can be detrimental to the plant's health.



Additionally, clivias prefer a consistent humidity level of 40-60%. To
maintain proper humidity, you can place a tray of water near the plant
or use a humidifier. However, avoid misting the clivia leaves, as it can
promote the growth of fungi and leaf diseases.

In summary, clivias in pots should be watered when the soil feels dry
about an inch down. Thoroughly water the plant until the excess water
drains out from the bottom of the pot and avoid letting the plant sit in
standing water. During the growing season, water clivias approximately
once every week or two, depending on environmental conditions. In
winter, when the plantis in dormancy, water sparingly, keeping the soil
slightly damp. By following these watering guidelines and adjusting as
needed, you can ensure your clivias thrive and produce stunning
blooms for years to come.
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What is the ideal amount of sunlight that
clivias in pots should receive?

Clivias are beautiful flowering plants that are often grown in pots. They
are known for their vibrant orange and yellow flowers and their ability
to thrive indoors. However, in order to ensure that your clivia plant
thrives and blooms, it is important to provide it with the right amount
of sunlight.

The ideal amount of sunlight for clivias in pots is bright, indirect light.
While clivias can tolerate some direct sunlight, it is best to avoid
exposing them to intense, direct sunlight for long periods of time. Too
much direct sunlight can cause the leaves to burn and the flowers to
wilt.

Indoor clivias should be placed near a window that receives bright,
indirect light. East-facing windows are ideal, as they provide gentle
morning sunlight. If you do not have a suitable window, you can also



use fluorescent or LED lights to provide supplemental lighting for your
clivia plant.

It is important to note that clivias require a period of darkness in order
to bloom. This is usually achieved by providing them with 12-16 hours
of darkness each day. This can be easily achieved by placing themin a
room with no artificial light sources or by covering them with a light-
proof material during the night.

If you notice that your clivia plant is not flowering, it may be due to a
lack of sunlight. In this case, you can try moving it to a brighter location
or providing it with more artificial light. On the other hand, if you notice
that the leaves are turning yellow or brown, it may be a sign of too
much sunlight. In this case, you should move your clivia to a location
with less direct sunlight.

It is also important to rotate your clivia pot every few weeks to ensure
that all sides of the plant receive equal sunlight. This will help to
prevent the plant from becoming lopsided and promote even growth.

In conclusion, the ideal amount of sunlight for clivias in pots is bright,
indirect light. They should be placed near a window that receives gentle
morning sunlight or provided with supplemental lighting if needed. It is
important to avoid exposing them to intense, direct sunlight for long
periods of time. By providing your clivia plant with the right amount of
sunlight, you can ensure that it thrives and blooms beautifully.
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Are there any specific fertilizers or
nutrients that clivias in pots require for
optimal growth?

Clivias are popular houseplants known for their vibrant orange or
yellow flowers. While they can be grown successfully in pots, it is
important to provide them with the proper fertilizers and nutrients to
ensure optimal growth and flowering.

One of the most important nutrients for clivias is nitrogen. Nitrogen is
essential for promoting leaf growth and overall plant vigor. It is
recommended to use a balanced, slow-release fertilizer that contains a
higher percentage of nitrogen, such as a 10-10-10 or 14-14-14
formulation. This will provide a steady supply of nitrogen to the plants
over time.

Phosphorous is another important nutrient for clivias, as it helps
promote root development and flower production. It is recommended
to use a fertilizer that contains a moderate amount of phosphorous,
such as a 10-20-10 or 14-28-14 formulation. Phosphorous is not easily
leached from the soil, so a slow-release fertilizer will ensure a
continuous supply of this nutrient.

Potassium is also essential for clivia growth and flowering. It helps
regulate water movement within the plant and plays a role in overall
plant health. A fertilizer with a balanced ratio of potassium, such as a
10-10-10 or 14-14-14 formulation, should be used to provide an
adequate supply of this nutrient.

In addition to these macronutrients, clivias also require a range of
micronutrients for optimal growth. These include iron, manganese,
zinc, copper, and boron. These micronutrients can be provided through
the use of a complete, balanced fertilizer or by applying a foliar spray
that contains these nutrients. It is important to follow the
manufacturer's instructions for application rates and frequency.



When fertilizing clivias in pots, it is important not to over-fertilize.
Excessive fertilizer can lead to salt buildup in the soil and can damage
the roots of the plant. It is recommended to dilute the fertilizer to half
the recommended strength and to apply it every 4-6 weeks during the
growing season (spring and summer). In the fall and winter, when
clivias are dormant, fertilization can be reduced to once every 2-3
months.

In addition to proper fertilization, clivias also require other care
practices for optimal growth. These include providing them with a well-
draining potting mix, watering them regularly but not excessively,
providing them with bright but indirect light, and maintaining a
consistent temperature between 65-75 degrees Fahrenheit.

In conclusion, clivias in pots require a balanced fertilizer that contains
higher levels of nitrogen, phosphorous, and potassium. They also
require a range of micronutrients for optimal growth. It is important to
follow the manufacturer's instructions for application rates and
frequency and to avoid over-fertilizing. With proper fertilization and
care, clivias can thrive and produce beautiful flowers in a pot.
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Are there any common pests or diseases
that affect clivias in pots, and how can they
be prevented or treated?

Clivias are popular flowering plants that are commonly grown in pots.
While they are relatively low maintenance, they can still be susceptible
to pests and diseases. In this article, we will discuss some of the
common pests and diseases that can affect clivias in pots, as well as
how to prevent and treat them.



Pests:

Scale Insects: Scale insects are small, oval-shaped pests that
attach themselves to the leaves and stems of clivias. They can be
difficult to detect as they resemble small bumps. If left untreated,
they can cause wilting and yellowing of the leaves. To prevent
scale insects, regularly inspect your clivias for any signs of
infestation. If scale insects are detected, they can be treated by
gently scrubbing the affected areas with a soft brush or cloth
soaked in diluted dish soap or neem oil.

Mealybugs: Mealybugs are small, white insects that often cluster
in hidden areas such as leaf axils and under the leaves of clivias.
They feed on the sap of the plants, causing yellowing and stunted
growth. To prevent mealybugs, regularly inspect your clivias and
remove any visible insects manually. For severe infestations, you
can use insecticidal soap or neem oil to treat the plants. Always
follow the manufacturer's instructions when using any type of
pesticide.

Diseases:

Root Rot: Clivias are susceptible to root rot, especially if they are
overwatered. Root rot is caused by fungi that thrive in moist
conditions. To prevent root rot, ensure that your clivias are
planted in well-draining soil and water them only when the top
inch of soil feels dry. If root rot is already present, you will notice a
foul smell and blackened, mushy roots. In this case, it is best to
remove the affected plant from its pot, trim off the affected roots,
and repot the plant in fresh, well-draining soil.

Leaf Spot: Leaf spot is a fungal disease that appears as brown or
black spots on the leaves of clivias. It is often caused by poor air

circulation and high humidity. To prevent leaf spot, make sure to
provide adequate air circulation around your clivias, especially if
they are indoors. Avoid overhead watering and instead water at

the base of the plant to prevent water from sitting on the leaves.
If leaf spot is already present, it is best to remove the affected



leaves and treat the plant with a fungicide according to the
manufacturer's instructions.

It is important to note that prevention is always better than cure when
it comes to pests and diseases. By providing your clivias with the proper
care and conditions, you can help them stay healthy and avoid common
issues. Regularly inspect your plants for any signs of pests or diseases
and take immediate action if any issues are detected. With proper care
and attention, your potted clivias can thrive and bring beauty to your
indoor or outdoor space.
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