
Unlocking The Secrets: How To Make 

Your Clivia Bloom 

 

Clivias, with their vibrant orange, red or yellow blooms, are a stunning 

addition to any indoor or outdoor garden. However, getting these 

exotic flowers to bloom can sometimes be a challenge. If you're 

wondering how to make your clivia bloom, fear not! With a few simple 

tips and tricks, you'll be able to coax these show-stopping flowers into 

full bloom, adding a splash of colour and beauty to your surroundings. 

So, let's dive into the world of clivia care and discover the secrets to 

making these plants burst into bloom! 

Characteristics Values 

Temperature 60-75°F (15-24°C) 

Light Bright, indirect light 

Watering Regular, but not excessive 

Fertilizer Balanced fertilizer 

Humidity Moderate humidity 

Potting Mix Well-draining mix 

Repotting Every 2-3 years 

Pruning Remove old or yellow leaves 



Characteristics Values 

Blooming Spring to early summer 

Propagation Division, offsets, or seeds 

Diseases and Pests Aphids, scale insects 

What You'll Learn 

 

What are the necessary conditions for a 

clivia plant to bloom? 

Clivia plants are known for their beautiful blooms, which add a burst of 

colour to any garden or indoor space. However, getting a clivia plant to 

bloom can be a bit tricky. There are several necessary conditions that 

need to be met in order for a clivia plant to produce blooms. In this 

article, we will discuss these conditions and provide some tips on how 

to encourage your clivia plant to bloom. 

First and foremost, clivia plants require the right amount of light in 

order to bloom. They thrive in bright, indirect light, so finding the 

perfect spot for your clivia plant is crucial. Placing it near a window that 

receives filtered light or in a partially shaded area of your garden would 

be ideal. However, be careful not to expose the plant to direct sunlight, 

as this can cause its leaves to burn. 

In addition to light, clivia plants also require the right temperature in 

order to bloom. They prefer moderate temperatures ranging from 60 



to 70 degrees Fahrenheit (15 to 21 degrees Celsius). Extremely hot or 

cold temperatures can hinder the blooming process. This is especially 

important to keep in mind if you are growing your clivia plant indoors. 

Make sure to keep it away from drafts and avoid placing it near heating 

or cooling sources. 

Proper watering is another essential factor when it comes to getting a 

clivia plant to bloom. These plants prefer to be evenly moist, but not 

wet. Overwatering can cause the roots to rot and prevent the plant 

from blooming. On the other hand, underwatering can result in stunted 

growth and a lack of blooms. The key is to water your clivia plant when 

the top inch of soil feels dry to the touch. Use room temperature water 

and make sure the excess water drains well. 

Fertilizing your clivia plant regularly can also play a significant role in 

encouraging blooming. The best time to fertilize is during the growing 

season, which typically starts in spring and lasts until fall. Use a 

balanced fertilizer specifically formulated for houseplants or flowering 

plants. Follow the package instructions for the correct amount and 

frequency of application. Providing your clivia plant with the necessary 

nutrients will help it develop strong roots and produce vibrant blooms. 

Lastly, it is important to mention that clivia plants require a period of 

dormancy in order to bloom. This period usually occurs during the 

winter months. During dormancy, the plant's growth slows down, and it 

may not produce any blooms. To initiate dormancy, reduce watering 

and stop fertilizing. Keep your clivia plant in a cool location with 

temperatures around 50 degrees Fahrenheit (10 degrees Celsius). After 

a few months, when you start to see new growth emerging from the 

base, you can resume normal care and anticipate blooms in the near 

future. 

In conclusion, there are several necessary conditions that need to be 

met in order for a clivia plant to bloom. Providing the right amount of 

light, maintaining the correct temperature, proper watering, regular 

fertilizing, and allowing for a period of dormancy are all essential for 

encouraging blooming. By following these guidelines and providing 



your clivia plant with the care it needs, you can enjoy its stunning 

blooms year after year. 

How can I provide the right amount of 

sunlight for my clivia to encourage 

blooming? 

Clivias are beautiful flowering plants known for their stunning orange, 

yellow, or red blooms. To ensure your clivia blooms to its full potential, 

it is essential to provide it with the right amount of sunlight. Here are 

some tips to help you achieve the perfect balance of light for your clivia 

plant. 

• Understanding Clivia Requirements: Clivias are native to South 

Africa and are accustomed to growing under the dappled shade 

of trees. In their natural habitat, they receive filtered sunlight 

throughout the day. To recreate similar conditions at home, it is 

important to understand their light requirements. 

• Indirect Bright Light: Clivias thrive in bright, indirect light. This 

means placing them near a window that receives bright light but 

without direct sun exposure. Direct sunlight can scorch the leaves 

and damage the plant. If you notice the leaves turning yellow or 

brown, it may be a sign that your clivia is receiving too much 

direct sunlight. 

• Avoiding Direct Sunlight: While clivias can tolerate some morning 

or evening sun, direct sunlight during the peak hours of the day 

should be avoided. This can be achieved by placing your clivia 

near a window covered with sheer curtains or by providing a 

shade cloth or sheer fabric to filter the sunlight. 

• Rotating the Plant: Clivias tend to bend towards the light source, 

causing uneven growth and potentially inhibiting blooming. To 

ensure uniform growth and encourage blooming, rotate the plant 

every few weeks. This will allow all sides of the clivia to receive 

equal amounts of light. 



• Supplemental Lighting: If you don't have a window that provides 

enough bright, indirect light, you can use artificial lighting to 

supplement the natural light. Use fluorescent lights or LED grow 

lights, positioned about 6-12 inches away from the plant, for 12-

14 hours per day. This will provide the clivia with the necessary 

light to stimulate blooming. 

• Outdoor Clivia Care: If you decide to place your clivia outdoors 

during the warmer months, it is crucial to find a location that 

provides dappled shade. Avoid placing them in direct sunlight for 

extended periods as this can lead to sunburned leaves and 

reduced blooming. 

• Monitoring the Plant's Response: Observing your clivia's response 

to light is crucial in finding the perfect balance. If your clivia is not 

blooming, it may be an indication that it is not receiving enough 

light. On the other hand, if the leaves start becoming yellow or 

brown, it may be a sign of too much direct sunlight. Adjust the 

light exposure accordingly to ensure optimal growth and 

blooming. 

In conclusion, providing the right amount of sunlight for your clivia is 

crucial for its blooming. Bright, indirect light for most of the day, along 

with occasional rotation and monitoring, will ensure your clivia plant 

receives the ideal light conditions for healthy growth and stunning 

blooms. 

Are there any specific fertilizers or 

nutrients that can help my clivia produce 

more blooms? 

Clivia plants are known for their striking, long-lasting blooms that can 

brighten up any indoor or outdoor space. If you're looking to maximize 

the number of blooms your clivia produces, there are a few fertilizers 

and nutrients that can help. 



One of the key nutrients that clivia plants need for optimal blooming is 

phosphorus. Phosphorus plays a vital role in flower production and can 

help promote the development of healthy blooms. Look for a fertilizer 

that has a higher phosphorus content, such as a bloom booster or a 

fertilizer specifically formulated for flowering plants. 

In addition to phosphorus, clivia plants also need a balanced fertilizer 

that provides them with the necessary nutrients for overall growth. 

Look for a fertilizer that has a balanced NPK ratio, which stands for 

nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium. A ratio of 10-10-10 or 20-20-20 is 

generally recommended for clivia plants. 

When applying fertilizer to your clivia plants, it's important to follow the 

instructions on the package carefully. Over-fertilizing can lead to salt 

accumulation in the soil, which can damage the roots of the plant. It's 

also important to note that clivia plants should be fertilized during the 

active growing season, which is typically from spring to fall. During the 

winter months, clivia plants enter a period of rest and do not require as 

much fertilizer. 

In addition to using the right fertilizers, there are a few other tips that 

can help your clivia plant produce more blooms. First, make sure your 

clivia is getting enough light. Clivia plants thrive in bright, indirect light, 

so placing them near a window with filtered sunlight is ideal. If your 

clivia is not getting enough light, it may not produce as many blooms. 

Proper watering is also important for promoting bloom production in 

clivia plants. Clivia plants prefer to have moist soil, but they do not like 

to sit in waterlogged conditions. Water your clivia when the top inch of 

soil feels dry, and make sure to water thoroughly so that the water 

reaches the roots of the plant. 

Lastly, providing your clivia plant with the right temperature and 

humidity conditions can also help promote blooming. Clivia plants 

prefer temperatures between 60-85°F (15-29°C) and humidity levels 

around 40-60%. If your clivia is not blooming, it may be worth adjusting 



the temperature and humidity levels to create a more favourable 

environment for flower production. 

In conclusion, if you want your clivia plant to produce more blooms, 

using a fertilizer with a higher phosphorus content and a balanced NPK 

ratio can help. Additionally, providing proper light, watering, and 

temperature and humidity conditions can also encourage blooming. 

Taking all of these factors into consideration will help ensure that your 

clivia plant produces an abundance of beautiful blooms. 

How do temperature and humidity levels 

affect the blooming process of a clivia 

plant? 

Clivia plants are known for their striking blossoms, which can range in 

color from vibrant orange to pale yellow. The blooming process of a 

clivia plant is influenced by various factors, including temperature and 

humidity levels. Understanding how these factors affect the plant can 

help you create an optimal environment for your clivia plant to bloom. 

Temperature plays a crucial role in the blooming process of a clivia 

plant. Clivia plants thrive in temperatures between 60- and 75-degrees 

Fahrenheit (15 to 24 degrees Celsius). Temperatures lower than this 

range can hinder the plant's ability to bloom, while temperatures above 

this range can cause the plant to produce weak blossoms or no 

blossoms at all. It is essential to maintain a stable temperature within 

this range to encourage successful blooming. 

Humidity levels also have an impact on the blooming process of a clivia 

plant. Clivia plants originate from regions with high humidity, so they 

prefer a humid environment. A humidity level of around 50% is ideal for 

clivia plants. If the humidity levels drop too low, the plant may struggle 

to produce blossoms or develop bud drop, where the buds wither and 

fall off. To maintain proper humidity levels, you can use a humidifier or 



place a tray filled with water near the plant to increase the moisture in 

the air. 

It is important to note that while temperature and humidity levels play 

a significant role in the blooming process, they are not the only factors 

to consider. Other factors such as light, fertilization, and water also 

contribute to the overall health and blooming of a clivia plant. 

In addition to creating the right environment, it is necessary to provide 

proper care to encourage blooming in a clivia plant. Here are some 

steps you can follow to promote blooming: 

• Provide adequate light: Clivia plants require bright, indirect light 

to bloom. Place your plant near a window with filtered sunlight or 

provide artificial grow lights to ensure it receives the required 

amount of light. 

• Fertilize regularly: Use a balanced fertilizer designed for flowering 

plants to supply the necessary nutrients to your clivia plant. 

Follow the instructions on the fertilizer packaging for application 

dates and amounts. 

• Water appropriately: Clivia plants prefer to be slightly on the drier 

side. Allow the soil to dry out partially between waterings, but do 

not let it completely dry out. Overwatering can lead to root rot, 

which can hinder blooming. 

• Provide a winter dormancy period: Clivia plants benefit from a 

period of rest during the winter months. Reduce watering and 

allow the plant to experience cooler temperatures (around 50 to 

55 degrees Fahrenheit or 10 to 13 degrees Celsius) during this 

time. This dormant period can stimulate blooming in the 

following season. 

By following these care steps and maintaining the ideal temperature 

and humidity levels, you can maximize the chances of your clivia plant 

blooming. Remember that each plant is unique, and it may take some 

trial and error to find the perfect conditions for your specific plant. With 



patience and proper care, you can enjoy the beautiful blossoms of your 

clivia plant. 

What are some common mistakes to avoid 

that can inhibit or delay a clivia plant from 

blooming? 

Clivia plants are known for their beautiful and vibrant flowers. However, 

there are several common mistakes that can inhibit or delay the 

blooming of these plants. By avoiding these mistakes, you can ensure 

that your clivia plant thrives and blooms to its full potential. In this 

article, we will discuss some of these mistakes and provide you with 

essential tips to help your clivia plant bloom successfully. 

Lack of Proper Lighting: 

One of the most common mistakes that clivia plant owners make is 

providing inadequate lighting. Clivia plants require bright, indirect light 

to thrive and bloom. If your plant is not getting enough light, it can 

hinder the blooming process. Place your clivia plant near a north-facing 

window where it can receive ample sunlight without being exposed to 

direct sunlight, which can scorch the leaves. 

Overwatering: 

Overwatering is another common mistake that can prevent a clivia 

plant from blooming. These plants prefer to be slightly root-bound and 

don't require excessive watering. Always allow the top inch of the soil to 

dry out before watering your clivia plant. Watering too frequently can 

lead to root rot and inhibit blooming. 

Improper Fertilization: 

Using the wrong type of fertilizer or applying it incorrectly can also 

hinder the blooming of a clivia plant. It is important to choose a 



balanced, slow-release fertilizer specifically formulated for houseplants. 

Apply the fertilizer according to package instructions, typically once a 

month during the growing season, and reduce or stop fertilizing during 

the winter months when the plant is dormant. 

Inadequate Temperature: 

Clivia plants prefer moderate temperatures between 60-80°F (15-27°C). 

Exposure to extreme temperatures, either too hot or too cold, can 

delay blooming. Avoid placing your clivia plant near drafts or 

heating/cooling vents. Additionally, provide adequate air circulation to 

prevent the plant from becoming too humid, which can lead to fungal 

diseases. 

Lack of Dormancy: 

Clivia plants require a period of dormancy to stimulate blooming. 

During the winter months, reduce watering and stop fertilizing to allow 

the plant to rest. Place the plant in a cool location with temperatures 

between 50-55°F (10-13°C) for about 6-8 weeks. After the dormancy 

period, gradually increase watering and resume fertilizing to promote 

new growth and blooming. 

To illustrate the importance of avoiding these mistakes, let's consider 

an example. Sarah recently purchased a clivia plant and placed it in a 

small pot with insufficient lighting. Due to the lack of proper lighting, 

the plant didn't receive enough energy for blooming. After realizing her 

mistake, Sarah moved the plant to a brighter location, and within a few 

months, it started producing beautiful flowers. 

In conclusion, avoiding common mistakes such as insufficient lighting, 

overwatering, improper fertilization, inadequate temperature, and lack 

of dormancy can greatly improve the chances of a clivia plant blooming 

successfully. By providing the optimal growing conditions, you can 

enjoy the vibrant and colourful flowers of your clivia plant for years to 

come. Remember to observe and adjust the care routine based on the 



specific needs of your clivia plant to ensure its overall health and 

blooming success. 
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