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Well Water Testing
When contaminates are in well water, the two most often found are not visible:  Nitrates and bacteria.

The well water in the glass may look clear, but do you always know its safe?

Annual testing of drinking water is recommended if you have a private well.  You are the only one responsible for our wells water quality.

Steps for properly taking a well water sample are:

1.  Use a sterile sample bottle provided by the McDonald County Health Department; other bottles/containers will not be accepted.  Do not rinse the bottle, white powder may be seen and is necessary for the water test.  Keep your hands on the outside of the lid and bottle.  Do not break the seal until you are ready to collect the sample.
2. Use an open faucet – no aerators, strainers or attachments.
3. Inspect for leaks on the outside of the faucet.  Use a different faucet if leaks are present.
4. Thoroughly disinfect end of faucet with bleach or flame.
5. Run hot water for 2 minutes and turn off.
6. Run cold water for 3 minutes.
7. Reduce the flow of the cold water to permit filling bottle without splashing.  Do not let your hands touch the water that goes into the bottle.  Fill to line on bottle; do not overfill.  Cap the bottle tightly.
8. Submit promptly Monday – Thursday..  Samples are never accepted on  Fridays.
                       Testing is $20.00 for unofficial bacteria and $5.00 for Nitrate
If you have any questions call the McDonald County Health Department at 223-4351  
Public water supplies (i.e. city water, rural water, etc) and bottled water will not be tested.
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An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer: Services provided on a nondiscriminatory basis.

[image: image2.jpg]