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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

We are coming to the end of the year when most of us put our babies to bed just before the holidays.  SMOKEN is 
tucked away in my own garage with the charger in place and the covers pulled up nice and tight for a long winter’s 
nap.   I am already looking forward to the spring to get the ‘ole girl out for the new season.  And....speaking of a new 
season..... 
 
Our new fiscal year starts March 1st with the current officers ending their positions the end of February.  Hence, it is 
time to start thinking of running for an office or filling a position in the club.  The officers who are presently in place 
have served in their present positions for two years (or more) and must move on.   Please consider running for an of-
fice, it is VERY REWARDING.  A nominating committee (Bill Schroeder, Jim Gable and Steve Wilson) are in place and will 
be contacting you soon.  I do know that there are a few folks who have stepped up to the plate already and are putting 
their name on the ballot.  Your name should be there too.  This is YOUR Club. 
 
I want to welcome to the Club Philip Paquin, Jr., and his wife, Melissa of Attleboro.  Paul and Melissa have a 2009 silver 

coupe and were sponsored by Paul Duffy.   Also, I would like to welcome new member, Wendy Weglage and her husband, Sean of Ashland.  
Wendy owns a 1978 silver anniversary coupe.  Fran Blake sponsored Wendy.   I know we will see a lot of you when the official Corvette season 
starts, but......we do have a few winter events coming up for you to participate in....... 
 
February is the month for our Anniversary Party. The committee (Gerry, Judy, Bruce, Steve Wilson) is working hard to put together a spectacular 
event for us this year.  The Anniversary party is a wonderful event and is the time for the old officers to welcome the new officers to their posi-
tions as the former officers step aside.  Recognition awards are presented during the event.  I can’t wait to hear the announcement as to where it 
is being held.  Stay tuned.   
 
Years back, Judy and I use to put together a St. Patrick’s Day brunch.  We have decided to bring back that event.   So, you might want to scout out 
some of your green duds as there will be a prize for the person(s) who best wears the green.  This event will take place on Sunday, March 13th.  
More info to come. 
 
And, speaking of March, there will be a Soup Party on March 26th at the home of Steve and Sheri Wilson.  The Soup Party has been a great success 
since it was started many years ago by Steve and Ellen Hahn.  Numerous members have hosted this fun event and most recently, it was hosted for 
many years by Rick and Jackie Wile before the Wilsons took it over.  Time to start looking for your favorite soup recipe.   
 
As so many of you know, the dedication of the bench in Norwood Center in memory of Michael Wodogaza took place.  Please see information 
elsewhere in this Gazette.  It was wonderful!!!  Thanks so much to EMCC for their participation in the event.   
 
As many of you know, the Classy Corvette Cougars are on the prowl again.  Last month they visited Molly’s and had the best time.  See elsewhere 
in this Gazette for more information on this event.  We are planning a few more events over the winter months.  Please stay tuned.  I think the 
next event is a trip to Waltham to experience Oriental Foot Reflexology.  Just what a birdie told me.   I am on board and can’t wait to hear when. 
 
I can’t say enough nice things about the members of this Club.   The acknowledgment of attendance, the quick payment of the cost, the contribu-
tions to the raffle table, the Toys for Tots, the offer to help, and the contribution to having a wonderful Christmas Party for 2021.  A huge thank 
you to Gary and Donna Crandall for volunteering to run a Toys for Tots portion of our Christmas Party.  The contributions were plentiful and well 
selected.  The Toys for Tots will now become an annual event for EMCC.   Thanks to Carolyn Collins for making the adorable snowman center-
pieces for the tables.  They were beautiful.  Carolyn somewhat volunteered to do the centerpieces again next year.  Who knows what her creative 
hands will produce.  Thank you to Joe O’Connor for taking the lead on raffle tickets and thanks to Frank for being his right hand man.   Thank you 
to Judy for ordering and designing the cake.   Sorry Judy was sick and could not make the party.   She were missed as well as a few others who 
could not attend.  I am so happy that the party went so well.  I think it was wonderful and listening to all of you.... you thought the same.  What a 
fun time had by all.  Thursday night happened to work out just fine, maybe we will repeat that next year.  The food was good, the venue was cozy 
and the weather cooperated.  I have already made some notes for next year’s party.   Can’t wait to do it again.  
 
Merry Christmas to all of you.  Wishing you all a happy, healthy 2022.   
 
SMOKEN - Mal 
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Executive Board & Chairpersons 

President: Mal Smith 

781-706-5762, AuntieMal@aol.com 
 

Vice President: Gerry Criscenzo 

508-735-9311, gcriscenzo@gmail.com 
 

Secretary: Steve Syliva 

508-505-8208, tyrysy@comcast.net 

Treasurer: Bill Schroeder 

781-812-9991, wrs600@gmail.com 
 

Social Chair: Bruce Kolovson 

508-789-7780,  ski1000@verizon.net  

 

Membership Chair: Bob Hanson 

617-840-8202, rhanson3@verizon.net  

Publications Chair & Webmaster: 

Gerry Criscenzo 
 

Sunshine: Judy Pitasi 

508-966-9026, rdvette72@aol.com 

 

Facebook: Keith E. Jacobson 

617-527-2100,  

kamerakeith@gmail.com 

Eastern Mass Corvette Club is a non-profit social club for Corvette owners.  
EMCC sponsors and attends many Corvette events throughout the year, including: regional car shows, 

Corvette displays, cruise nights,  Fall Foliage Cruises, multi-club Corvette cruises throughout N.E,  

and seasonal get-togethers. 

Eastern Mass Corvette Club 

P.O. Box 291, Medfield, MA 02052, US 

www.easternmasscorvetteclub.org 
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Club Calendar 

 

 

 Static Cruise: We’ve ended our Static “Season” BUT 

we’re bound to still have some nice weather so watch 

your email.  

 

 Wednesday Lunches: Still on! Wild card. Check 

our website and look for emails.  

 

 Thursday Cruises: Our Cruise season is also winding 

down so join in until we have to put our babies to bed 

for the winter.  

 

 Board Meeting: Last Monday of every month.  

 

 Member Meetings:  1st Monday of every month, 7pm 
Currently held at Conrad’s, Walpole in the backroom.  Dinner 
before the meeting at 6 PM. 

 

Special Events/Cruises 
Save the dates but More to Come! Meeting times and locations may change so  

check our Website and watch email for full details or check with Bruce at ski1000@verizon.net 

2022 
 

 Feb 2022 EMCC Anniversary Party.  Details in process. Watch your email 
 

 March 13, 2022: EMCC St Patrick's Party. Details in process. Watch your email 
 

 March 26th, EMCC Soup Party at the Wilson Home (Steve & Sherri) 
 
 

Standing Events 

Photo: Keith E. Jacobson 

https://easternmasscorvetteclub.org/
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v 
Harry Nanos 

Happy Birthday 

v 
Mike Keefe 

v Gerry Criscenzo 

v 
Lonnie Cohen 

v 
Steve Sullivan 

v Mike Saltzman 

v 
Deb Romano 

https://easternmasscorvetteclub.org/


Humor 
www.easternmasscorvetteclub.org 

https://easternmasscorvetteclub.org/


Humor 
www.easternmasscorvetteclub.org 

https://easternmasscorvetteclub.org/


Member Submissions 
www.easternmasscorvetteclub.org 

The Last Hurrah! 
Story and Photos by Keith E. Jacobson 

On Sunday, November 11, Boch Exotics held a Cars & Coffee 
event. The cars were packed like sardines in a can. A sign said, 
"once you park there is no leaving until the end of the 
event" ... you couldn't get out. This was the closest I have ever 
been to going to a corn maze. 
 
Sunny with temperatures in the high 50s it was a cool but 
pleasant day. There were a few EMCCers in attendance I spot-
ted them or their cars. My C7 will be put away in the next day 
or two so this was the finale for me. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
As always there were some interesting cars. A Ferrari Monza SP2 owned by Ernie Boch Jr. drew a lot of atten-
tion. Not street legal because of the lack of a wind shield. This very limited production car is priced some-
where around the two million dollar mark. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Being so crowded it was difficult to get clear shots of many of the cars. Rarely do I take shots of the cars as 
they exit but this would be the best opportunity to get some clean pictures. Standing by the side of the road 
watching many drivers put the pedal to the metal I thought of YouTube videos with Mustangs wiping out as 
they nailed the accelerator. I hoped none would crash into me. Well, a GT40 went past me nailed it spun out 
and ended up jumping a curb and ended up in some bushes. Expensive day for someone? 
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It's been been a great  season with so much to see and do. I am already looking forward to the 2022 season. 
Have a healthy and safe off season. As always ... SEE YOU ON THE ROAD .... Keith 
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Home! 
Story and Photos Mary Jane Lightbody 

This is our barn that my husband, 
Steele, built himself.  
 
Post and beam. Hand hewn - 20 years 
ago. (2000) Three story, cupola on top 
from Ganawatee farm in Walpole.  
 
We had an actual barn raising way 
back then.  
 
Sets on two acres with backdrop of 160 
acres of town forest.  
 
That is our Vette, taking it all in. 
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The Classy Corvette Cougars have come out of retire-
ment and their first adventure was a repeat from a few 
years back.   
 
In fact, I believe that we have been to Molly’s Apothe-
cary in Medway  at least 3 times before.  So, as you can 
assume, it is a great place and you just can’t help but 
have fun there.  A big thank you to EMCC Member, Jean 
Kirkham, for taking the lead on this event.   
 
Twelve CCC’s joined together for some great appetizers, 
wine and socializing before (and during) our evening of 
making glycerin soap, body lotion parfaits, ice cream 
sugar scrub sundaes, bubble bath salts and a few other body pampering items.  All 
of us had lots of laughs and went home with a bag of great products that we actu-
ally made ourselves.   Fun, fun night.   
 
Many of us shopped in the apothecary before heading home and picked up some 
great Christmas gifts and some lovely items for ourselves.   
 
After the holidays, we have a great event planned.  Something to help take the 
chill out of the season.   
 
No pictures, you ask?????   
 
Well, what happens at Molly’s stays at Molly’s. 
 

Classy Corvette Cougar Night! 
Story by Mal  Smith (no photo evidence) 
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EMCC 1984! 
Submission by Joel Baker 

On the following eight pages are scanned treasures of what may be EMCC’s very first newsletter exactly as it appeared in 1984. .  
The technology was cutting edge! LOL :) I hope this brings back some memories because I clearly missed some great times!  
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Club Mascots 
Story by Mal Smith. Photos by their owners 

 
I would like take a minute 
of your time to introduce 
you to a few of the Club 
Mascots.  Most of you 
have heard a lot about 
these little guys, but here 
is the formal introduc-
tion: 
 
First of all, we have Bling 
who is the son of Mal and 
Joe.  He is a year and a 
half old and is also known 
as the Punk.  He has atti-
tude. 
 
 
Then we have Louie who 
is the son of Mary Jane 
and Steele Lightbody.  
Louie is the younger 
brother of Bling.  Louie is 
also known as Gangster. 
He is young and still in 
training.                  
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And, last but not least 
of the Love Birds, we 
have Jackson who is 
the son of Carolyn 
Collins.  This little guy 
is so sweet and is also 
in training.  He recently 
traveled by plane from 
South Carolina with his 
Mom and Auntie Mal 
and now lives in Wren-
tham. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
We also have a four 
legged Mascot who has 
attended quite a few of 
our events and brings a 
smile to all of us.   This 
is Barkley who is the 
grandson of Bruce and 
Sue Kolovson.  He is 
loved by all who meet 
him. 
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My Year in Review 
Story, & Photos, Keith E. Jacobson 

For the last few years I have tried to find interesting events and locations for shows. Covid has changed what I do and where I go. In 
2021 there were still many interesting opportunities and here are a few. 
 
Audrain Automobile Museum held a Cars & Coffee event at Fort Adams in Newport, R.I. during their Concours Week. Jay Leno is 
chairman of the Concours. He made an appearance at Cars & Coffee, where we were lucky to have many of the Concours entrants 
stop by. Cars were parked inside the fort once the outside was full. 
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The 4th of July parade in Needham was a lot of fun and we lined up with the first three cars red, white, and blue. This got a lot of 
comments from the crowd. 

The club has so many different events. If you 
missed some of them in 2021 try to get out and 
participate in 2022.  
 
A regular event is the Mass Cruisers/Bass Pro cruise 
night at Patriot Place. The schedule for 2022 
(subject to change) has already been posted. Note 
the dates. 
 
The club's Facebook page and the Vette Gazette 
are always looking for new content. All members 
are encouraged to submit pictures of your cars in 
cool places that you visit.  
 
The Scituate lighthouse and MIT site are a few of 
examples from my travels this year. 
 
Wishing everyone safe travels and a Happy New 
Year. Looking forward to seeing y'all April 7th at 
Bass Pro ... it's just around the corner. Stay warm. 
 
 SEE YOU ON THE ROAD ... KK 

Scituate Lighthouse 

Ionospheric Research Radar, MIT Haystsack Observatory site Westford 
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Merry Christmas from our Members 

Christmas cheer photos submitted by our members 

The Smith Family 
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Merry Christmas from our Members 

Christmas cheer photos submitted by our members 

The Criscenzo Family 
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Merry Christmas from our Members 

Christmas cheer photos submitted by our members 

The Fontana Family 

The Gardner Family 
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Merry Christmas from our Members 

Christmas cheer photos submitted by our members 

The Hanson Family The Collins Family 

The Crandell Family 
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From Gary:  
“I just wanted to let you know that we collected a total of 58 toys and 
12 books for little kids who otherwise might not enjoy Christmas.  Al-
though these gifts may not seem like a lot to most of us, to those kids 
who receive them it is the difference between disappointment and hap-
piness. Thank you, the board and all of the club members for participat-
ing in making a difference. I will be delivering these toys and books to 
my local State Police Barracks, which are collection points for Toys for 
Tots. Maybe just maybe, this can become part of the annual Christmas 
Party festivities.” 
 
Best Regards  
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
Donna and Gary Crandall 

Member Submissions 
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EMCC Christmas Party 2021 
Story, Gerry Criscenzo. Photos, Gerry and Eric Hart 

I’ll let the photos tell the story of the great fun of this 
year’s Christmas Party. It was Dec 9th and hosted at 
Conrad’s in Walpole, which is where our Board and 
Member meetings are held. The delicious buffet in-
cluded steak tips, stuffed shells and this amazing 
stuffed chicken thing! For dessert, EMCC Cake!  
 
Many members contributed gifts towards the raffles, 
which was an immensely fun success, and also in-
cluded a number of cash raffles. Carolyn Collins cre-
ated beautiful snowman centerpieces for all the ta-
bles which were also raffled off. Lots of prizes = Lots 
of fun. This year, the evening included a Toys for Tots 
collection which was organized by one of this year’s 
newest members, Gary Crandall and his wife Donna.  
We believe this will be part of our future EMCC Christmas Parties.  

Whether you attended our 
Gala or not, please enjoy the 
photos and know that a great 
time was had by all.  
 
Cheers and Merry Christmas!  
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Mikey’s Bench 
Story and Photos,  Gerry Criscenzo 

The blustery Day did nothing to diminish the warmth of the crowd that gathered to dedi-
cate a park bench in Norwood center in memory of Mike Wodogaza. 
 
EMCC honored Mike with 18 Corvettes and joined Mike's mother, Debbie, and his 
brother, Rob, and many of his friends that also knew and loved him. 
 
Mike was known to all as "Big Mike." He dedicated his life building relationships and 
spreading the kindness  of his large heart which is sorely needed in today's world.  
 
This dedication would not have happened without the love of Maria and Despina Avra-
midis, the owners of the Common Cafe.  They and Mike's family truly loved Mike for all 
that he stood for. The following are their words from the dedication.  

Dedication by Despina Avramidis 
 
Thank you all for being here to cele-
brate Mikey’s life with us. As the 
holiday season approaches, it's hard 
for me to wrap my mind around the 
fact that this time last year, Mike 
was running to True Value for us for 
Christmas lights and holding on to 
my swively  barstool at the cafe 
while I strung them up.  
 
As long as I can remember, Mike 
loved the holidays because he abso-
lutely loved to help me decorate. 

This year, I will have to be extra careful stringing up my lights while up on that swively chair because my anchor won't be there to 
spot me. Last year, he got us a beautiful snow globe that we’ve displayed proudly since he left us. It's Christmas-themed but to us it 
will never be out of season. We will treasure it forever. We miss our Jolly Little Helper so much and certain things will never be the 
same at the Café ... or in Norwood. Like when my mom bakes warm cookies or his favorite cupcakes, I still expect to hear, “Ooooh, 

Mum’s making cupcakes!” Now when I call out of work, there is nobody sending me a text to 
make sure I'm okay. Instead, people just get upset with me! 
 
The thing we miss most about Mike is the mutual love that was there.  Mikey was family. He 
called me his little sister and was quick to let everyone know that he didn't approve of all of my 
earrings and Tattoos ... Classic big brother Style. I'm so grateful for all of you who helped us with 
Mikey’s bench. Mike would have honestly been shocked, and all smiles, and giggles to know 
how many of you came together so quickly to make this happen in his honor. Thank you. 
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Dedication by Rob Wodogaza 
Thank you so much for coming to this dedication for my brother Mike this morning. Or as he 
was known around town, Big Mike. Let me start out by first thanking Maria and Despina from 
the common Café. Without their continued friendship to my brother, and their hard work on 
this project, we would not be standing here today. This was their idea and we greatly appreci-
ate you both. I would like to thank the town of Norwood and Ryan Manning for following 
through on this project and giving my brother a permanent presence here in this beautiful 
Town common. This was his favorite place to be.  
 
Unfortunately my father could not be here to 
see this project come to fruition. He put up 

one heck of a fight but he lost his fight with cancer at the end of August. I know 
he is here with us today in spirit and I am sure he is smiling and celebrating will all 
of us.  
 
Mike was not a complicated guy. He didn't want or need the fancy car, the big 
house, power or influence. None of that mattered to him. What he wanted most 
of all was to literally to just be everyone's friend, and to be accepted and treated 
the same way.  
 
Relationships are what Mike was all about and it's what got him out of bed each 
day. He would walk into town and make the rounds most days and visit with eve-
ryone. He would check in on everyone and see how they were doing. Maybe he'd 
sit and have a conversation, a meal, or just brighten your day with a Hello and a 
smile. From time to time he would leave money at restaurants for his friends that 
needed a meal or he would offer his apartment to someone who might need a 
place to stay.  

 
Whatever it was, he never made it complicated or difficult. He just wanted to be your 
friend. These specific qualities are something we should all strive for in our lives. As 
they say if you have one best friend in your lifetime you are lucky. It seems like Mike 
had many.  
 
So I hope this bench serves as 
a symbol of friendship to all 
who come to the common; a 
place you can sit and build 
relationships with people that 
you want in your life.  
 
We could all use more friends 
in our lives.  
 
Thanks again for coming out 
today.  
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Holiday Cheer!  
By VP & Publisher/Editor, Gerry Criscenzo 

 
Like bears and Corvettes, the Gazette will now hibernate until March.  
 
Until we meet again, I wish you and yours joyous tidings for the holiday season and 
hope 2022 brings you good health, prosperity and relief from this ongoing insanity.  
 
I will leave you with my own recipe for joy-in-a-cup. I like to share this at this festive 
time of year “when want is so keenly felt, and abundance rejoices.”  -Dickens 

Irish Hot Toddy!  

 
This is my recipe, which I shared in years 
past, and received many “cheers.” 
 
The hot Chai tea has all the spiced Toddy fla-
vors of cloves and citrus zests.  
 
Boil water (leave room for Jameson).  Add 
Chai tea bag. Add cinnamon stick.  Add honey 
to taste. Add enough Jameson to really warm 
your cockles. :)  

 
Cheers!  
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