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The New Ecclesiastical Year—A New Beginning for All of Us! 
 The new church year be-

gan on September 1st and with 

the advent of the new ecclesiasti-

cal year we are presented by 

God’s grace with another oppor-

tunity for a new beginning, for 

spiritual progress and renewal.  

The passing of time causes us to 

think about how we’ve use the 

past year that God has given us 

and to ponder what this new year 

will bring.  We know that every-

thing temporal in our lives, those material things that consume so much of our time and focus, 

begin and come to an end as do the cycles of the year.  Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is 

the Light of the world, and only He can dispel whatever darkness may fill our soul and He can 

fill it with His light which is the Eternal Truth of His Being.  And the economy of His salvation, 

of His renewal of the human race, begins with the birth of His Mother, the Virgin Mary.  Her 

“yes” to God is the beginning of the glorious and life-saving moment of salvation.  Christ hav-

ing entered into human nature as man, has redeemed it as God, healing that nature and restor-

ing us to a new life in Him.  
 That saving Incarnation, death resurrection and glorious Ascension is what we cele-

brate and proclaim each and every Sunday and I invite you to make a firm commitment to 

more frequent church attendance.  With the saving works of God, now heaven is opened to 

all and everyone is invited to participate.  The Church proclaims liberation for all who needs 

God’ saving grace and no one is beyond Christ’s healing if we avail ourselves to His new life 

and persevere in our prayers and with our participation in the sacraments, especially Holy 

Communion.  Our knowledge of God’s grace and His greatness motivates us to go further 

than a simple rational acknowledgement.  We are urged to make a new beginning, to perse-

vere ourselves in an ongoing challenge to deepen our faith and become one with God and with 

one another through communion (koinonia).  We are given this opportunity to renew our 

devotion to God by exercising the virtues of faith and persevering in the Faith.   
 We are invited to examine our lives and our souls and to invite Christ into our whole 

life, and open our hearts to whatever may be closed to God’s healing grace and to exercise a 

change of heart and will with a renewed zeal so that we can conform our lives, our actions, 

our words, and our thoughts to that with is pleasing to God and which is lifegiving both for us 

and the people around us.  We each influence each other, whether we choose to acknowledge 

it or not.  The fruits of our labors, and with the cooperation of the Holy Spirit we will see re-

sults in growth in virtues and we will become a living testament to God as Life and Truth.  

There is hope for all those who put their trust in Him and avail themselves to the tools of sal-

vation which are found in His Church.  We too can more faithfully bear witness to the Good 

News of Jesus Christ.   
 As your priest, I urge you to seize the opportunity to put to work inside of you the 

fruits of the Holy Spirit and remember God’s faithfulness.  Present your prayers to our Lord 

and ask for growth and healing, ask for faith and trust that we all need to glorify God with our 

life.  Ask God’s Mother, whose birthday we remember September 8th to pray for all of us so 

that we may become more empowered to witness more fully to the Way, the Truth and the 

Life, which is Christ our Lord.  Amen.    

https://www.facebook.com/groups/sttheodore/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/sttheodore/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjh8dbMnaLdAhWwhOAKHQmIDxAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.smashattackreads.com%2Fhappy-new-year-quotes-wishes-resolution-ideas%2F&psig=AOvVaw1BJ1vScFDj8FV40mGtD


 

 

 

Volume 10, Issue 9                                                                                                          Page  2 

 We now have a convenient link on our website to 

click on for  payment processing by Square for all your finan-

cial contributions to the church. The store is now accepting 

online  payments for 2018 Stewardship Pledges, Festival Do-

nations, as well as general donations.  

Please specify the nature of your donation 

in the box above the "Place  Order" button 

(i.e.  Memorial donation "in memory of...", 

Donation "for the health of...", Building 

Fund Donation, Youth Program Donation, 

Festival Donation, General Operating Fund  

Donation). All donations submitted without specific instruc-

tions will go to the church's   general operating fund. 

Making Arrangements for  Sacraments 
 

 Please call the Church Office, 301-552-3540 or speak to 

Fr. Manuel to schedule  Weddings at least 6 months in advance and 

Baptisms 3 months in advance.  Please call the office at least one 

week ahead for Artoclasies, Trisagion or  Memorial Services.  For 

home blessings please call Father at 410-241-9690.  Your coopera-

tion is   greatly appreciated. 

AUGUST MEMORIALS 
On August 19, 2018, there was a 40-Day Memori-

al for Antonia Kontos, and Irini Sadeas, the dearly depart-
ed niece and sister of Maria Despotides. May their 
memory be eternal. 

On August 26, 2018, there was a One-Year Me-
morial for Dukas Gionis (Duke Jones), who was the hus-
band of Angela Jones, and the dearly departed father of 
Paul & Stephen Gionis, Jason Jones, and Marianne Chen-
evey.   May his memory be eternal. 

 

ARTOCLASIAS 
 On August 14, 2018, an Artoclasia or Blessing of 
the Loaves of Bread service was celebrated for the feast of 
the Dormition of the Theotokos for the health of the   
families of  Ekaterina Exis and Paula Magoulas.   
 On August 15, 2018, an Artoclasia or Blessing of 
the Loaves of Bread service was celebrated for the feast of 
the Dormition of the Theotokos for the health of the   
family of  Angeliki Tsirikos.   

We wish them all God’s blessings.   

Congratulations  
Congratulations to Chrisoval-
antis Antonios Koutelis and   
Johanna Xecominos who were 
married by Fr. Manuel on      
August 25th.  They are members 
of St. Theodore however the 
wedding took place at St.       
Demetrios Church which was 

closer to the reception in Hunt Valley, 
Maryland.  Many wishes of love, health 
and happiness to the newly married     
couple.   
          Georgios Sizemore and Kashana 
Sophia Posson were married on August 
18th here at St. Theodore Church by Fr. 
Manuel. The couple lives in Sykesville, 
MD and they love coming to St. Theodore 
Church. We wish them all of God’s bless-
ings as they begin their new married life 
together.   

YARD SALE 
The parish of St. Theodore will be having a yard sale on 

Saturday, September 8 from 8AM to 2PM.  You are welcome to 
bring household items or clothing to be sold at the yard sale.  
Help is also needed on that day so please see Fr. Manuel.   
 

 

GREEK SCHOOL 
Greek School will begin on Friday, September 21, 2018 

at 5PM with the service of Agiasmos and orientation to the 
Greek School.  We will be having four levels.  Young           
beginners, older beginners, intermediate and advanced.  The 
cost for Greek School is $450 (1st) $400 (2nd) $375 (3rd).  2018
-2019 Registration forms are available and printed in this    
newsletter.   
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sunday School will begin on Sunday, September 16, 

2018.  All young people of the community are encouraged to 
come and be a part of the Sunday School program.  We will be 
having three levels.  Elementary, Middle School and High 
School.  2018-2019 Registration forms are available in the   
Narthex and in this newsletter.  

 

BIBLE STUDY BEGINS 
 We will begin our bible study again on Wedensday, 
September 12, 2018 at 7PM.  All those who are interested in 
learning more about the bible and our Orthodox faith are       
encouraged to come.  We will meet every Wednesday until 
Wednesday, December 12, 2018.  Please join us. 

BLESSING OF EXTERIOR OF OUR CHURCH  
 On Sunday, October 7th we will be blessing the exterior 
of our Church since the renovation of the outside has been com-
pleted.  Please join us at the end of liturgy as we process outside 
and bless the church with holy water and pray that the good 
Lord continue to bless our community.  Following the blessing 
there will be a special reception downstairs in the social hall.   
GENERAL ASSEMBLY SUNDAY, NOV. 11  
 Mark your calendars from now for the upcoming Fall 
Regular General Assembly on Sunday November 11th.  Reports 
will be given on the finances of the Church, a proposed budget 
for 2019, a report on the Festival and other regular items.  An 
official agenda will be forthcoming.   
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Revitalization of Church Ministries  
With the start of the 

new ecclesiastical 

year, we will be revi-

talizing and beginning 
new ministries for 

you,  the people of 

our Church.  Active 

ministries are the key 

to a successful parish, 

not money or beauti-

ful new buildings.  Alt-

hough money is need-

ed to to have minis-

tries and proper buildings are needed to be able 

to host these ministries, the most important as-

pects are the ministry programs themselves.  The 

funds and the facilities will come if the programs 

are up and running well.  Therefore each Sunday 

of each month is dedicated to a particular minis-

try.  Below are the programs we will be giving a 

renewed start to, or a total new beginning to our 

beloved church of St. Theodore.    

1st Sunday of the Month Philoptochos  
 Every first Sunday of each month, the 

Philoptochos will either have a general meeting, 

brief board meeting or an activity to promote the 

goals of Philoptochos.  Philanthropy will be the 

number one goal, but also it will be an opportunity 

for the women of the parish to gather and discuss 

other aspects of Church life and whatever the 

group would like to discuss and do.    
 The first meeting will be on Sunday,   

October 7th and you are invited to come and 

bring a friend to this first meeting of the new year.  

The Philoptochos will also be passing a tray for 

Holy Cross Seminary on the Sunday after the Holy 

Cross which is Sunday, September 16th.   

———————–—————————— 

2nd Sunday of the Month - GOYA/JOY  
 One of the most important aspects of 

church ministry is its ministry to the young people 

of the parish.  On the second Sunday of each 

month, a meeting/gathering will take place for the 

youngsters of the parish ages 12-17 for GOYA 

and 9-11 for JOY.  The kickoff meeting will be on 

Sunday, September 16 after church in the   

social hall and a welcome party is scheduled for 

Friday, September 28 at 7:30 p.m.  Please join us 

for these great opportunities for our children.   
 Advisors to the program will be Yianni and 

Zoe Lazarou and we welcome them to this new 

endeavor for our children.   

———————————————————— 

3rd Sunday of the Month -Young Adults  
 On the 3rd Sunday of each month, we will 

be hosting college students from University of 

Maryland, College Park and also all young adults of 

the parish 18 - 30 to come for Liturgy on Sunday 

September 23 and to participate in the life of 

the parish and offer an opportunity for our church 

to be a home away from home for the young 

adults. Coffee hour or a light lunch will be offered 

to the students and an opportunity to gather and 

socialize with one another after Church.  If you 

know of any young adults ages 18—30 please give 

their name and number or email address to Fr. 

Manuel.  An advisor to the group is needed so if 

you are interested, please see Father as well.  We 

also need drivers to volunteer and pick up stu-

dents who want to come to liturgy, but do not 

have a way to get here,  please see Father if your 

would like to help.   

————————–————————— 
Fourth Sunday of the 

Month - Seniors  
 The ministry to the 

senior citizens of our parish is 

just as important as the young 

people.  Therefore on the 

fourth Sunday of each month 

we will gather in the social hall 

at the coffee hour and discuss 

various aspects of the church 

and also to plan one or two excursions for the 

seniors.  This ministry is primarily to attend to the 

seniors and their social and spiritual lives.  Seniors 

65 - 95 are invited to be a part of this new excit-

ing ministry of the Church.  Please join us on Sun-

day, Sunday, September 30 for our first gath-

ering after church and during the coffee hour.  

The only prerequisite for becoming a member is 

your grey hair.  The seniors of our Church are the 

“Great Pearls” of the parish.    

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjql7LH_6PdAhVymeAKHXNUDYYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.monasteryicons.com%2Fproduct%2Fchrist-the-teacher-icon-550%2Ficons-of-christ&psig=AOvVaw1SkMs4-PKZAwsR
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Proceeds will also be shared with St. Theodore Church as well.  Please mark the date and 

come help support this fundraiser that will benefit our Church.  For tickets you can call the 

number above or call the church office at 301-552-3540 to reserve your seats or table.  We 

would like to have at least 4 tables from St. Theodore’s to support this event.  Thank you.   

PEGGY ZINA CONCERT—SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28TH DOORS OPEN 6 P.M.  

MARRIOTT BALTIMORE WATERFRONT 700 ALICEANNA ST. BALTIMORE MD 

 

NAME: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

PHONE: ____________________________________________________ 

 

EMAIL:  ________________________________________________ 

 

NUMBER OF TICKETS _____________ 

DON’T DELAY.  4 TABLES HAVE BEEN RESERVED FOR ST. THEODORE PARISH 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 443-621-0587 
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Dear Parishioners,  
 Printed in the Newsletter each month is the form to become a member of the Church.  Please fill it out and 

send it back to us as soon as you can.  It is so important for the vitality and growth of the church for all its members 

to be supportive each and every year.  There is no better time than now to remember your church and become a 

supporting member.  As of today, 107 families have pledged and we thank you.  There are still many more families 

who have been members of St. Theodore’s in the past and we need you to especially respond.   Please do so by filling 

out the form and mailing it back.  You do not need to pay all at once, but can make a monthly contribution which 

makes it much easier and affordable.  God bless you and have a blessed September.   

          In Christ our Lord,  

          Father Manuel  

STEWARDSHIP HONOR ROLL - PLEDGES FOR 2018  ΕΘΕΛΟΝΤΙΚΗ ΠΡΟΣΦΟΡΑ 

Theodore & Maria Adamos 
Antoni & Melissa Akaras 
Charles & Vicky Alevrofas 
William & Angie Alexion 
Syrmatenia  Bakalides 
Vasili & Maria Bifsas 
Peter P. Boutselis 
John Burdusi 
Aristea E. Burdusi 
Michael J. Burdusi 
Fr. Manuel J. & Molly Burdusi 
Nicholas & Julie Burdusi 
Bruce & Katerina Burleson 
Lee & Mary Caprinolo 
Michael & Anna Chandler  
George & Elizabeth Clapsis 
Ariadne Coules 
Patrick & Mary Curtis 
Chris & Maroulla Dallas 
Maria Despotides /Irene Cusimano 
John & Fofo Dimopoulos 
Demetri Dimopoulos 
Katerina, Peter & Chris Exis 
Angeliki Fanourgakis 
Dimitrios & Myrofora Frantzis 
Anastasia Georhristodoulos 
Aristidi Georhristodoulos 
James & Angie Geralis 
Paul Gionis 
Demetrius P. Govotsos 
Randy E. &  Anna Grow 
Timothy & Cheryl Halkos 
Mary Pittas Herschbach 
Stella Higgs 
Athanasios & Foteini Iliopoulos 
Angela Jones 
Triantafilos & Kassiani Kakitsis 
Stephen & Olga Karahalis 
Diane Karras 
Bill & Tina Katcheves 
Angela Katsakis 
Kyriakos & Argiro Kiotsekoglou 

Keith & Nicolette Kirby 
Stelios & Valli Kirimlis 
David & Valerie Kohles 
Stephen G. Koklas 
Athanasios & Marilu Kolazas 
George Kollaros 
Joseph & Virginia Kotzias Garrett 
Adam & Eftihia Koutelis 
Chrisovalantou Koutelis /Johanna 
Xecominos 
Vasilios Koutelis 
Louis C. Kouvaris 
Nikolaos & Vasiliki Kretsis 
Erasmia Lois 
Paula Magoulas 
Spyridon & Ourania Manessis 
Panagiotis Marousis 
Aphrodite T. Matsakis, PhD. 
Reed & Gina Melis 
Nicholas & Elaine Michaelides 
Sofia Michalaki 
Robert & Marilia Michell-Samaras 
John & Athina Michopoulos 
Paul & Juliana Moniodis 
Joe & Adamadia Moxey 
Munzer & Paula Murshed 
Vasilios & Evangelia Nasios 
John & Catherine M. Nazarene 
Voula, Billy & Ioanna Pantazes 
Afroditi E. Papadopoulos 
Vasilios & Tracy Papadopoulos 
Nikolaos & Maria Paschalidis 
Ioannis Perelas 
George & Janet Philipopoulos 
Phillip & Georgia Plangetis 
Anthony Presti 
Nicole Presti 
William & Nora Presti 
Anthony & Dianne Quebral 
Gregory Rallis 
Georgia Romas 
Elpis  Sakaria 

Maria & Banu Sakeria-Kori  
Anastasia Sarakakis 
Deborah Scott 
Michael & Anna Sergotick 
Zachary & Victoria Villano Singer 
Georgios & Sophia Sizemore 
Kenneth & Alexandra Sizemore 
Mattheos & Deanna Sizemore 
Charles & Tara Smith 
Katherine Spathis 
James Speropulos 
Andrew E. Tompros 
Chris & Joyce Trikeriotis 
Vasilios & Alexandra Tsiglifis 
Helen D. Tsintolas 
Georje, Majida & Maria Tsioumas 
Stella C. Tsourounis 
Gregory & Andriana Tuthill 
Robert & Christina Villano 
Demarcus & Iliana White 
William David Wrigley, PhD 
Peter E. Yakas & Eleni Harlepas 
Pantelis & Anthie Zairis 
Tom & Nikki Zizos 

As of  September 5, 2018  we 
have a total of 107 stewards who 
have given their 2018 pledge for 
the year. 

 

2018 Goal is $100,000. 
 

Totals Pledged: $60,700.00 
Total Paid:  $50,105.00 

 

Balance: $10,595.00 

Help us save postage!  
If you would like to receive the Church’s 

Monthly Newsletter by email 

only, kindly email your  

address to the church office at:  

sttheodores.org.  Thank you! 



 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 2018 

Sunday 
Κυριακή 

Monday  
Δευτέρα 

Tuesday  
Τρίτη 

Wednesday 

Τετάρτη 
Thursday  
Πέμπτη 

Friday 

Παρασκευή 

Saturday 

Σάββατον 

       

      

 

 

 

 
 

1 Beginning of the 

Ecclesiastical Year/
Apxn tou 

Εκκλησιαστικόu Έτος 

2 14th Sunday of 

Matthew/14η Κυριακή 
Ματθαίου 

 
Matins & Divine Liturgy/ 

ΟΡΘΡΟΣ - ΘΕΙΑ 
ΛΕΙΤΟΥΡΓΙΑ  

8:45/10:15 am 
 

3 Labor Day 

Office closed 
 
 

 
 
 

4 
 
 
 
Parish Council 
Meeting—7pm 
 
 

5 

 
 

 
 

 

 

6 7 

 

 
 

 
 

8 Nativity of the  
Theotokos/ΤΟ 
ΓΕΝΕΘΛΙΟΝ ΤΗΣ 
ΘΕΟΤΟΚΟΥ 

 
Yard Sale 

8a—2p 

9 Sunday before the 
Exaltation  of the Cross/
Κυριακή προ της Ύψωσης 
του Τιμίου Σταυρού 
 

Matins & Divine Liturgy/ 

ΟΡΘΡΟΣ - ΘΕΙΑ 
ΛΕΙΤΟΥΡΓΙΑ  

8:45/10:15 am 
 
 

10 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

11 

 
 

 

 

 

12  

 

 
Bible Study/ΜΕΛΕΤΗΣ 

ΑΓ. ΓΡΑΦΗΣ 7:0 0 pm 

13 
 

14 Exaltation of 
the Holy Cross—
Strict  Fasting/
Ύψωσης του 
Τιμίου Σταυρού 
(ΑΥΣΤΗΡΗ ΝΗΣΤΕΙΑ) 
 

Matins & Divine 
Liturgy/ ΟΡΘΡΟΣ - 
ΘΕΙΑ ΛΕΙΤΟΥΡΓΙΑ  

9:00/10:00 am 

15 
 

 

16 Sunday after Holy 

Cross/Κυριακή μετά τῆς 

Ὑψώσεως  
 

Matins & Divine Liturgy/ 
ΟΡΘΡΟΣ - Θ. ΛΕΙΤΟΥΡΓΙΑ  

8:45/10:15 am 

Sunday School/

Kατηχητικό σχολείο 

 17  

 
 

 

18 19 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Bible Study/ΜΕΛΕΤΗΣ 

ΑΓ. ΓΡΑΦΗΣ 7:0 0 pm 

20 
 
 

21 1st day of  
Greek School/

Ελληνικό Σχολείο 

5pm 

Special Blessing  
Αγιασμός  

 

 

22 

 

23 1st Sunday of Luke/ 
Πρώτη Κυριακή Λουκά 
 
 

Matins & Divine Liturgy/ 

ΟΡΘΡΟΣ - ΘΕΙΑ 
ΛΕΙΤΟΥΡΓΙΑ  

8:45/10:15 am 
 

Sunday School/

Kατηχητικό σχολείο 

24 

 

 

 
 

25 
 
 
 

26  
 
 
 
Bible Study/ΜΕΛΕΤΗΣ 

ΑΓ. ΓΡΑΦΗΣ 7:0 0 pm 

27 28  
Greek School/

Ελληνικό Σχολείο 

5pm 

 
GOYA Welcome 

party— 7:30PM 
 

29 

30 2nd Sunday of Luke/ 
2η  Κυριακή Λουκά 
Matins & Divine Liturgy/ 

ΟΡΘΡΟΣ - ΘΕΙΑ 
ΛΕΙΤΟΥΡΓΙΑ  

8:45/10:15 am 
 

Sunday School/

Kατηχητικό σχολείο 
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Parish Building Fundraising Campaign  

 
 
 
 
 

Phase I (this year 2018) 
Phase I is the beautification of the exterior of the Church with Stucco and trim.  This part of 

the project will begin shortly and will be completed prior to this year’s Greek Festival.   
We will also raise funds for the repair & resurfacing of the parking lot and driveway.   

The amount needed to be raised is $75,000.00  
 

Phase II (five year plan 2019-2023) 
Phase II is the plan to build a multi-functional building next to the church to serve  

the cultural, educational, social and community needs of the parish.   

Amount needed to be raised (TBD $1- 2 million)   

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

St. Theodore Parish Building Fundraiser Campaign  
 

 I/We would like to make a donation towards the fundraising efforts for 
Phase I (stucco and parking lot) of the Church in the amount of:  
 

     _____ $250         _____$500          _____$750       

     _____$1,000       _____$2,500      _____ other $________ 
   

  Name ________________________________________ 

  Signature _____________________________________ 

  Address ______________________________________ 

  City/State/Zip _________________________________ 

  Phone ________________________________________ 

  Email _________________________________________  

Please return this portion to the church office as soon as possible.  

Checks are to be made payable to:  St. Theodore Building Fund  

St. Theodore Greek Orthodox Church 7101 Cipriano Rd. Lanham MD 20706  
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