
Dear brother knights, October 2025 

Thank you for the wonderful September of Bishop Ruocco Council 

events and participation. We participated in the St. John’s outdoor 

[indoor due to rain] Mass and cookout, Seven Sorrows of Mary 

prayer service, COR gathering at Paul Center, a virtual planning 

meeting and a member’s meeting with collation. Very successful 

fund-raising MnM drives were completed at Blessed Trinity and 

Holy Rood Churches, over $5,000 received. Tootsie Roll drives are 

partially completed and will finalize in October.  

 

EXTRAORDINARY news: Council has received a $5,000 donation 

from brother knight Bob Chevalier. Several years ago, Bob assisted 

a lady in need of a wheelchair. When she died, she left her entire 

estate to her sister Andra Lamarche. Andra remembered Bob’s 

kindness and charity so she decided to reward him. Bob has always 

served as a model of what it means to “live a charitable life”. He 

asked Andra to make the bequest to our Knights of Columbus 

council instead of himself. We are MOST thankful for the 

generosity of Andra and Bob. These funds will greatly assist our 

council endeavors during the coming year. (Photo of Bob on page 2) 

 

As I’m sure you are all aware, Food Insecurity is growing rapidly, 

surrounding Food Pantries are reporting 30 – 50% year-over-year 

increases in demand. Stores are reporting startling increases in the 

five-finger discount (shoplifting). In the near future, we will be 

working on our annual Food for Families food drives and 1,000 

cans of tuna drive, plus diaper drives and the Tom Callery memorial 

clothing drive for the homeless. Please be thoughtful and as 

generous as possible.  

 

Planning committee has met and set plans in motion for next 

spring’s FLEA MARKET, Matt Bartos is Chair and is seeking 

volunteers for a variety of roles; please step up and participate, 

family members welcome! October will feature COR, 

hospitality/pumpkin painting, final Tootsie Roll Drives, multiple 

membership drives, a Columbus Day Collation/members meeting 

hosted by GK Bob, and a daily opportunity for ALL OF US to be 

WELCOMING, say Hello to a stranger and smile. God loves us all. 
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Basic clothing needed to support the homeless 

From Bishop Ruocco council 

A clothing drive will be held in October, in memory of brother knight Tom Callery of the Bishop 

Ruocco council, who had a Homeless Outreach ministry. In this ministry, he walked the cities of 

Cambridge and Boston and supplied the homeless he met with basic clothing such as t-shirts, 

sweat pants, underwear and socks. Tom Callery died in June 2023. 

Our council will continue to collect basic clothing for the homeless and we will give what is 

collected to a local homeless agency. In demand is – socks, underwear (boxers, not briefs), 

hoodie sweatshirts, sweat pants, and long-sleeve t-shirts – in sizes Large/ XL/ XXL.  

Another item needed later in winter is handwarmer packets. 

Please drop off these items at the October council members meeting of October 13, 2025. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please keep the following brothers and their families and caregivers in your prayers: 

• Brother knight Greg Gallagher and Brother knight Michael O'Malley, cancer 

• Michelle Mosher, daughter of Dave Breen 

• Ruth Malnati, wife of GK Bob Malnati 

• Brother knight Chris Cantrell 

• Brother knight Paul Sidari, managing chronic issues 

• Grand Knight Bob Malnati, cancer treatment 

For those who are sick or in distress, remember that you are in our prayers at each meeting and 

in the private prayers of our hearts. If you know of a brother knight or family member who 

would like to be included in our prayers, please contact one of the individuals below: 

Grand Knight Robert Malnati at randrmalnati@gmail.com 

Chancellor Ricky Walsh at rwalsh1981@icloud.com 

 

Rosary Procession with Blessed Mother Statue, Oct 19 

From Paul Sidari 

 

Sunday, October 19, 2025 

12:45 -2-PM meet in parking lot – process to Pergola 

St Mary Church Grounds – outside 

If rain – move inside church 

Set Up Assistance will be needed – chairs from church basement 

Four reciters needed, contact Paul Sidari. 

  

mailto:randrmalnati@gmail.com
mailto:rwalsh1981@icloud.com
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Bishop Ruocco council sponsors Youth Essay Contest, 2025 

 

Deadline for submittal of essay and entry forms is October 31, 2025 

All Catholic students in public, private and parochial schools grades 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12 are 

invited to participate in the 2025-2026 Knights of Columbus Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest. 

The contest will be open to students in the Holy Rood Collaborative, Blessed Trinity Parish, area 

parochial schools and children and grandchildren of council members. 

Students are encouraged to write a 500- to750-word essay on the following topic: 

Out of the 267 popes that have led the Catholic Church, who are your three favorite 

popes and why? 

All contestants at the local council level are recognized for their participation in the contest. 

Essays will be judged in November and first-place winners at each grade level will receive a 

monetary award and their essays will be submitted to the K of C State Council for further 

judging and awards from the State Council. 

Participants are required to furnish a written parental consent form which may be downloaded 

from the council website. 

https://knights9275.com 

Scroll down to locate Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest form. 

Contestants must submit their essay attached to the entry form to Bishop Ruocco Council by 

October 31, 2025 to the following address. 

KofC Council 9275 Essay Contest, 70 Pond Street, Dunstable, MA 01824 

Contact Gene Bartos at gene.bartos@verizon.net for any questions about the contest. 

 

Newsletter deadlines/ Check Spam folder weekly 

Articles that are intended to be included in the November 2025 issue of this newsletter must be  

e-mailed to Bill Pacino at knights_news@yahoo.com by October 21. The newsletter will be 

published before the first meeting of the month of November. 

Note: Check your Spam folder every week to make sure your email provider is not electronically 

judging the messages and monthly newsletter from your local council as Spam mail. You will be 

surprised how many legitimate email messages end up in the Spam folder. 

Meeting times -The monthly planning (first Monday), members (second Monday) and social 

(fourth Monday) meetings begin at 7:00 PM. Meetings are held at The Paul Center, 39 Concord 

Road, Chelmsford.  

knights9275.com – Use the Bishop Ruocco council web site for past newsletters and meeting 

minutes; for officer links; Supreme news. 

Return address for physical mail: Knights of Columbus, Bishop Ruocco Council, No. 9275 

Chelmsford/ Littleton/ Westford, 1521 Gorham Street, Lowell, MA 01852 

K of C Field Agent for Bishop Ruocco Tom Mahan, office 781-769-3277, mobile 978-273-2409 

https://knights9275.com/
mailto:gene.bartos@verizon.net
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MnM drive at churches supported by Bishop Ruocco council 

 

In September and October, Knights of Columbus from Bishop Ruocco council pose for a picture 

during the MnM drive at the five churches that the council supports. This photo shows the K of C 

collectors at St. Saint Mary Church (L to R) Jean Croteau; Paul Sidari, Father Fernando; Adam 

Whitehouse.  

Very successful fund-raising MnM drives were completed at Blessed Trinity and Holy Rood 

Churches. Tootsie Roll drives are partially completed and will finalize in October.  

= = = = = = =  = 

 

Superbowl raffle in January 

From Paul Rigazio 

 

The annual SUPEBOWL Raffle is now open, with FOUR chances to win $100, based on 2026 

Superbowl scores at the end of first three quarters or game end.  Each of the 100 squares can be 

purchased at $5, at the Oct/Nov/Dec KofC meetings. The remaining $100 will be used to buy 

finger food at the Jan 26 Social gathering at the Princeton Station on North Road in Chelmsford.   

Come join the Social at 7 PM and/or purchase any remaining squares.  Contact Paul Rigazio at 

508-574-2436 for more info.    
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1,000+ cans of tuna fish sought as donation to  
Food for Families 

Tuna fish in a can meets the need of protein in a very portable package. 

For the last three years, the Bishop Ruocco council 9275 in  

Chelmsford, MA has donated more than 1,000 cans of name-brand  

tuna fish each year to Lazarus House Ministries of Lawrence, MA  

and surrounding communities. This is a godsend for families with  

food insecurity issues. 

This year, an anonymous donor has offered to match the first 250 cans.  

Martha’s food pantry of Lazarus House serves 1,883 guests in the surrounding towns with 

weekly food packages (as of October 2024). The Knights of Columbus council further supports 

the tuna fish donation with S1,000 in supermarket gift cards. 

Bring your purchased cans of tuna, or a check donation, to the October 13 members meeting on 

Columbus Day.  

Donations to TUNA drive can also be made by check to Bishop Ruocco K of C. 

 

Membership Drive at St. John Church October 11/12 

From Gene Bartos 

 

Brothers. We are hosting a membership drive October 11/12 at Holy Rood Collaborative’s St. 

John Church at the 4:00PM, 9:30AM, and 6:00PM Masses. 

We need your help in making this a successful event inviting men from the parish to join our 

council. Unlike church drives of the past, our new way of inviting men is much simpler with the 

Delta Church Drive. We need “ambassadors” to place material in the pews before Mass, greet 

men as they arrive, and collecting completed prospect cards as people leave. It’s that simple! 

Prospects will then receive an email invitation to join online. 

We need at least six brothers per Mass to help and your family is welcome to be part of this 

effort 

Please contact membership director Gene Bartos in advance that you will help.  

Contact information is farmergb@aol.com or 508-517-5677. 

 

Recent developments in the Catholic Church include Pope Leo XIV's call for 

daily Rosaries in October for peace; the upcoming Jubilee Holy Year of 2025 celebrating the 

Incarnation (see notes at bottom of page 8); the proclamation of St. John Henry Newman as a 

Doctor of the Church in November; and the ongoing work to address the impact of Artificial 

Intelligence. Additionally, there are local initiatives such as the Philadelphia Archdiocese's 

missionary hubs and the appointment of the first U.S. bishop under the new pontificate, 

Bishop Michael Pham. 
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Reflect and pray, Our Lady of Sorrows 

 

 

(L to R) Bishop Ruocco council members Paul Rigazo, Ed Ciampa, Tom Kelley, Paul Sidari, 

Declan Reidy, GK Bob Malnati, Adam Whitehouse, Lou Soracco 

 

A beautiful prayer service, based on the Holy Rosary took place at St. Mary Church on Monday, 

September 15, 2024. We meditated upon the Seven Sorrows that the Blessed Mother endured 

during Her lifetime. Instead of ten Hail Mary's, only seven are recited.  

Seven Sorrows of Mary 

The prophecy of Simeon (Luke 2:25-35) 

The flight into Egypt (Matthew 2:13-15) 

Loss of the Child Jesus for three days (Luke 2:41-50)  

Mary meets Jesus on his way to Calvary (Luke 23:27-31; John 19:17) 

Crucifixion and Death of Jesus (John 19:25-30) 

The body of Jesus being taken from the Cross (Psalm 130; Luke 23:50-54; John 19:31-

37) 

The burial of Jesus (Isaiah 53:8; Luke 23:50-56; John 19:38-42; Mark 15:40-47) 

 

Approximately forty parishioners, eleven of them members of the Bishop Ruocco council 

celebrated the Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows.  

The service honored our Blessed Mother with prayer and reflection regarding Seven difficult 

moments that She endured during her lifetime as the mother of Jesus. This annual prayer service 

continues to grow every year. 

 

Paul Sidari DD, PGK, PFN/ Faith Director 
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Bishop Ruocco Council, 2025-2026 Calendar of Events 
 
Date Event Chair Time & Place 

 

October 2025 

3, 4 Tootsie roll drive James Barrows Donelan Supermarket, Littleton 

5 Three-degree 
exemplification  

Gene Bartos 2 PM, Immaculate Conception, 
Lowell  

6 Planning Meeting Bob Malnati On-line via Google Meet, 7:00 PM 

11 Statue Procession Rosary  Paul Sidari 12:15 PM, St. Mary Church  
Refreshments after in Church Hall 

11,12 Membership drive Gene Bartos St. John’s church, all four Masses 

13 1. Members Meeting  
2. Columbus Day 

commemoration 
3. In memory of Tom 

Callery: Bring clothing 
for homeless to this 
meeting. 

Bob Malnati 7:00 PM Council meeting 
Clothing drive - Socks, underwear 
(boxers, not briefs), hoodie 
sweatshirts, sweat pants, and long-
sleeve shirts – in sizes Large/ XL/ 
XXL.  
Handwarmer packets. 

18 State Charity Ball  
Milford Ma 

Bob Malnati/ 
Barrows 

6:00 PM Dinner, present TRD check 

23 COR meeting Matt Bartos 7:00 PM at St. John’s 

26 Host coffee and donuts 
Pumpkin painting  

Matt Bartos/  
Jean Croteau 

After 10:30 AM Mass, St. Catherine 

 

November 2025 

16 4th degree exemplification Adam Whitehouse 12:15 PM to 5 PM Ware, MA 

3 Planning Meeting Bob Malnati On-line via Google Meet, 7:00 PM 

9 Star Council award dinner Ricky Walsh/  
Derek Quirbach 

Norwood 

10 1. Members Meeting 
2. 1000 cans of tuna 

collection  

Adam Rypinski 7:00 PM @ Paul Center 
Bring cans of tuna or a check (tuna 
will be bought with these donations) 
to this meeting. 

Nov. 15,16 Membership drives Gene Bartos Blessed Trinity churches 

Ongoing Coats for Kids Bishop Rocco 
council and SVDP Room 6, St. Mary parish center 

16-17 
24-25 

Diaper drive/ formula 
drive 

James Barrows Diaper drive, Holy Rood churches, 
Nov. 16/17 
Blessed Trinity churches Nov. 24-25 
Larger sizes of diapers (4,5,6) are 
most needed. Similac formula is 
preferred over other brands 

24 Social Meeting - Charity 
Night (TBD) 

 7:00 PM @ Paul Center 

 

January 2026 

8 Confirmation retreat 
dinner 

Adam Rypinski 5 PM, St. Anne parish hall 

2025 is the Jubilee Holy Year, the 2,025th anniversary of the Incarnation of our Lord, an "event 

of great spiritual, ecclesial, and social significance in the life of the Church." The concept of 

"Jubilee" has its origins in the Book of Leviticus (chapter 25) as a special year of reconciliation, 

pilgrimage, and coming.  


