
Dear brother knights, September 2025 

2025-2026, the Year of WELCOME 

Bishop Ruocco Council has enjoyed a wonderful 2024-2025 fraternal year 

of KINDNESS, serving our lord Jesus and His holy Catholic church. As 

we continue our journey, the pace is accelerating.  

In the period 2023-2025, we WELCOMED twenty-seven (27) new 

brother Knights. They have become rapidly involved and already in this 

new fraternal year, we have WELCOMED two new brother Knights. 

Connor Quirbach (son of Derek), a student at St. Michaël’s college in 

Vermont, and Fr. Edwin Mmasi, SMA. Fr. Edwin is a native of Tanzania 

and is presently assigned as a missionary in Kenya, Africa. He is the 2nd 

known Knight native to Tanzania and the 1st known Knight resident in 

Kenya. He will be spreading the Knights of Columbus message as part of 

his missionary work. To support him, the Knights gave him 50 rosaries to 

use in his mission. 

The 2025-26 fraternal year is off to a very fast start. Already completed 

are the Chelmsford Fair and food tent, 4th of July parade, semi-annual 

audit, planning and member meetings in July and August, Installation 

dinner, 4th degree cookout, Paul Center summer fair, Paul Center Knights 

attic storeroom cleanout, 1st COR gathering, Silver Rose/rosary ceremony 

and an in-person exemplification, plus a few informal coffee get-

togethers. Planning meetings continue to be held virtually with excellent 

participation and conservation of brothers’ valuable time. 

In the near future (see the calendar at the end of this newsletter), we have 

Tootsie Roll drives, MnM drives, membership drives, essay and poster 

contests and much more. Longer-term 2026 will bring the 40th 

anniversary of our council, and the 250th of the USA, plus a new major 

fund-raising event (stay tuned and participate please). As part of our 

WELCOME commitment, we will be working more closely with our 

parishes, particularly with youth groups, faith formation programs, and 

hospitality outreach. 

Collation before member meetings will resume on a pay-as-you-go basis. 

There will be a Knights communion breakfast and outreach to non-

participating brother Knights. 

We will WELCOME, ask, involve, forgive, thank, help, be KIND and 

charitable. Continued on page 10 
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Basic clothing needed to support the homeless 

From Bishop Ruocco council 

A clothing drive will be held in October, in memory of brother knight Tom Callery of the Bishop 

Ruocco council, who had a Homeless Outreach ministry. In this ministry, he walked the cities of 

Cambridge and Boston and supplied the homeless he met with basic clothing such as t-shirts, 

sweat pants, underwear and socks. Tom Callery died in June 2023. 

Our council will continue to collect basic clothing for the homeless and we will give what is 

collected to a local homeless agency. In demand is – socks, underwear (boxers, not briefs), 

hoodie sweatshirts, sweat pants, and long-sleeve t-shirts – in sizes Large/ XL/ XXL.  

Another item needed later in winter is handwarmer packets. 

Please drop off these items at the October council members meeting of October 13, 2025. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please keep the following brothers and their families and caregivers in your prayers: 

• Brother knight Paul Pearsall, who passed away August 20 

• Brother knight Paul Simpson; who passed away in August 

• Brother knight Greg Gallagher and Brother knight Michael O'Malley, cancer 

• Michelle Mosher, daughter of Dave Breen 

• Ruth Malnati, wife of GK Bob Malnati 

• Brother knight Chris Cantrell 

For those who are sick or in distress, remember that you are in our prayers at each meeting and 

in the private prayers of our hearts. If you know of a brother knight or family member who 

would like to be included in our prayers, please contact one of the individuals below: 

Grand Knight Robert Malnati at randrmalnati@gmail.com 

Chancellor Ricky Walsh at rwalsh1981@icloud.com 

 

Reflect and pray, Our Lady of Sorrows, September 15 

From Paul Sidari 

On Monday, September 15, 2023 at 7 PM, the 

Bishop Ruocco council will present a night of 

reflection and prayer and celebrate the Feast of 

Our Lady of Sorrows. This is a beautiful 

prayer service and is based on the Holy 

Rosary. The difference is that we meditate 

upon the Seven Sorrows that the Blessed 

Mother endured during Her lifetime. Instead of 

ten Hail Mary's, only seven are recited. This 

prayer service will take place at St. Mary’s 

church.  

What do you pray to Our Lady of Sorrows 

for? 

To Our Lady of Sorrows, we call to mind the 

pain endured both by Christ on the Cross and 

Mary, as she watched her Son be crucified. 

We ask for the grace to join in that sorrow, 

so that we may awaken to what is truly 

important: Not the passing joys of this life, 

but the lasting joy of eternal life in Heaven. 

. 

mailto:randrmalnati@gmail.com
mailto:rwalsh1981@icloud.com
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Bishop Ruocco council sponsors Youth Essay Contest, 2025 

All Catholic students in public, private and parochial schools grades 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12 are 

invited to participate in the 2025-2026 Knights of Columbus Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest. 

The contest will be open to students in the Holy Rood Collaborative, Blessed Trinity Parish, area 

parochial schools and children and grandchildren of council members. 

Students are encouraged to write a 500- to750-word essay on the following topic: 

Out of the 267 popes that have led the Catholic Church, who are your three favorite 

popes and why? 

All contestants at the local council level are recognized for their participation in the contest. 

Essays will be judged in November and first-place winners at each grade level will receive a 

monetary award and their essays will be submitted to the K of C State Council for further 

judging and awards from the State Council. 

Participants are required to furnish a written parental consent form which may be downloaded 

from the council website. 

https://knights9275.com 

Scroll down to locate Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest form. 

Contestants must submit their essay attached to the entry form to Bishop Ruocco Council by 

October 31, 2025 to the following address. 

KofC Council 9275 Essay Contest, 70 Pond Street, Dunstable, MA 01824 

Contact Gene Bartos at gene.bartos@verizon.net for any questions about the contest. 

= = = = = = = = =  

Silver Rose Prayer 
Service held  
August 20 

From Paul Sidari 

 

On August 20, 2025, Bishop 

Ruocco Knights of Columbus 

hosted the Silver Rose at St. 

Catherine church. The Silver 

Rose program is a K of C-

sponsored Marian devotion to Our 

Lady of Guadalupe, patroness of 

the Americas, and promotes 

respect for life. A half-hour 

prayer service accompanied the 

display of a K of C Silver Rose. 

This prayer service promotes the 

dignity of all human life and 

honors Our Lady. 

 

Approximately eleven knights participated including three 

in 4th degree honor guard uniforms. An additional 

twenty-five parishioners took part from the rosary 

ministry. 

https://knights9275.com/
mailto:gene.bartos@verizon.net
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Charity, Church & Civil Activities expenses 

From Dave Breen, council treasurer 

 

Bishop Ruocco Council #9275 July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025 
CATEGORY DESCRIPTION 

Church Outdoor Family Masses, Blessed Family and Holy Rood 

Domestic Church 

St. Patrick Dinner at St. John’s 

Youth Catholic Heart Camp 

Help to Seminarian 

Paint St. Mary pergola 

Keep Christ in Christmas, cards and buttons 

Night of Reflection, Saint Benedict Abbey, Harvard 

Faith Action, COR, Pilgrim ICON, Cards 

Youth Essay Contest 

Coats for Kids 

Scholarships 

Charity Lazarus House - Food 

Paul Center -replace refrigerator 

Pregnancy Care Center 

Red Stocking 2024 

Special Needs Special Needs Prom 

Special Needs Summer Fair 

Grants Received Charity Grant 

Swing Set 

Charity Drives Tootsie Roll Drive 

M&M Drive 

  

 TOTAL, $27,304 

 

Newsletter deadlines/ Check Spam folder weekly 

Articles that are intended to be included in the October 2025 issue of this newsletter must be  

e-mailed to Bill Pacino at knights_news@yahoo.com by September 21. The newsletter will be 

published before the first meeting of the month of October. 

Note: Check your Spam folder every week to make sure your email provider is not electronically 

judging the messages and monthly newsletter from your local council as Spam mail. You will be 

surprised how many legitimate email messages end up in the Spam folder. 

Meeting times -The monthly planning (first Monday), members (second Monday) and social 

(fourth Monday) meetings begin at 7:00 PM. Meetings are held at The Paul Center, 39 Concord 

Road, Chelmsford.  

knights9275.com – Use the Bishop Ruocco council web site for past newsletters and meeting 

minutes; for officer links; Supreme news. 

Return address for physical mail: Knights of Columbus, Bishop Ruocco Council, No. 9275 

Chelmsford/ Littleton/ Westford, 1521 Gorham Street, Lowell, MA 01852 

K of C Field Agent for Bishop Ruocco Tom Mahan, office 781-769-3277, mobile 978-273-2409 
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Local council prominent at July 3-4  
Chelmsford Summer Fair and Parade 
From Bob Malnati, GK 

 

Thank you, thank you, thank you! 

Outstanding preparations and participation by many brother Knights and four spouses at the 

Chelmsford Fair food tent and parade. 

Special thanks to Barbara Bartos, Joan Croteau, Dawn Tucker and Caitlyn Walsh. 

Lots of fun prepping and working together with a net profit of $1,311. 

James Barrows and Gene Bartos were exemplary event chairs. Leftover food was donated to 

local food pantries. Adam's parade truck and the marching Knights contingent, did us proud. 

We are truly a "family" united in Faith and Christian service. 

 

 
Booth workers ready for the crowd of visitors to the K of C food booth 

 
4th degree honor guard leads the K of C parade marchers 
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More photos from the Chelmsford Summer fair and parade  

 
Adam’s parade truck 

 
K of C food booth 

 
Booth workers take time for a quick bite 

 
Brother knights in the parade 

 

= = = = = = = =  

Exemplification ceremony welcomes two new knights 

On Monday, August 18, your local council 

added two more members:  

• Fr Edwin Mmasi is a native of 

Kilimanjaro Tanzania. He is a 

missionary priest in the Society of 

African Missionaries and is currently 

assigned to a parish in Kenya: he will 

be the first known Knight of Columbus 

living in Kenya and has promised to 

spread the Knight's message as part of 

his missionary duties. Fr Edwin is also 

a chieftain of the Masai-Mara tribe.  

Your local council presented Fr. Edwin 

with fifty sets of rosary beads to take 

back with him to Kenya. 

 

• Connor Quirbach is a college student at 

St. Michael’s in Vermont and the son 

of Warden Derek Quirbach 

 

DGK Adam Rypinski presents the rosary beads 

to the two knights during the exemplification 

ceremony. 



   7 of 10 
Bishop Ruocco council #9275 September 2025 

 

 

Summer Fair @ The Paul Center – August 10, 2025 

From Matt Bartos 

Sunday, August 10 featured another beautifully sunny morning for our annual Summer Fair at 

Camp Paul! With morning temps in the 70’s and rising into the warm mid 80’s, we easily set up 

once again in the open lawn area, using the gazebo for arts and crafts. Many thanks to Cindy 

Sabella and Michaela Nargi, along with their staff, for helping to prepare the space for us to host 

the Fair. 

This year there were 16 campers and 11 support staff. Our event started early around 7 AM when 

Dan Towers and the kitchen crew (Joe Clark, Bob Chevalier, Phil Bellinghieri and Jean Croteau) 

showed up to start preparing a great breakfast of eggs, sausage, pancakes, cereal and donuts. This 

was for the kids and staff that were participating in The Center’s 1-week summer camp. Many 

thanks to Dan! 

The games were set up in a u-shaped formation in the camp’s lawn area. Over 15 Knights and 

their families helped run the games – over 20 Knights dedicated some portion of their weekend! 

And this year we were blessed with the support of Carol and Steve Weber as well as Erin 

Mammola from the CHS Best Buddies group. At the end of the Fair, Declan Reidy and his 

girlfriend Catherine helped lead the kids in the anticipated parachute activity, which helped 

conclude the event with plenty of smiles on everyone’s faces. Barbara Bartos and her friend Jean 

brought beads, and assisted by Barbara DeStefano, Gayann Barbella, Jonie Croteau, the arts and 

crafts gazebo was its usual busy place as well. 

Big thanks to Adam Whitehouse, Peter Barbella, and Kishore Giduthuri helping with the transfer 

of the games to and from The Paul Center. 

And of course - to Ken Desilets for his passionate support and for continuing to be invested in 

this event for so many years. His dedication to maintaining the games, along with every new idea 

he has to improve upon them, has been truly a blessing for the Fair’s continued success! 
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Dedicated volunteers for Summer Fair 

= = = = = = = =  

Officer Installation, July 28 at St. Catherine’s in Westford 

District Deputy Paul Sidari ran a officers’ installation ceremony for council officers 2025-2026 

at St. Catherine’s church. The installation ceremony was followed by a meal of deep-dish 

Chicago-style pizza. 

 

 

→ District Deputies Paul Sidari (left) and 

Adam Whitehouse (right) with chaplain 

Father Edwin Mmasi of Kenya.  
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Special Olympics Massachusetts Summer Games 
From Charlie DeStefano 

 

 

 

Saturday, June 

7th, the 

Massachusetts 

Special 

Olympics 

Summer Games 

were held at 

Harvard 

University. 

To mark our 7th 

year 

volunteering, 

three brother 

knights attended, 

from the Bishop 

Ruocco Council 

9275: Charlie 

DeStefano, Dick 

Zuppardi, and 

Lou Soracco 

worked as 

volleyball line 

judges.  

Thank you, 

brothers for 

volunteering, 

 

 

 

Special Olympics at Harvard University 

 
(L to R) Dick Zuppardi, Charlie DeStefano, Lou Soracco 

 

 

 

National Day of Remembrance for  
Aborted Children, Sept. 13 
 

The National Day of Remembrance for Aborted Children is 

September 13, 2025. On that date, visit the memorial sites of the 

unborn victims of abortion and other memorial sites dedicated to 

them. The Bishop Ruocco council, Knights of Columbus supports 

such a visit. The council will have a ceremony in the Spring at the 

memorial site in the St. Joseph’s Cemetery in Chelmsford. 
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Bishop Ruocco Council, 2025-2026 Calendar of Events 
 

Date Event Chair Time & Place 

 

September 2025 

2 - Tuesday Planning Meeting (move 
from 9/1) 

Bob Malnati 7:00 pm @ Paul Center 

7 St. John’s church outdoor 
Mass and picnic 

Bob Chevalier Volunteers sought for many tasks 

4, 5, 6 Tootsie roll drive James Barrows Chelmsford Market Basket 

8 Members Meeting  Bob Malnati 7:00 pm Council meeting 

13, 14 MnM drive James Barrows Holly Rood churches 

15 Seven Sorrows of the 
Blessed Mother  

Paul Sidari This program will run after the 7:00 
PM mass at St. Mary 

 K of C Family Mass Jimmy O’Keefe 
Knights in council polo shirts and sit 
together 

18 COR meeting Matt Bartos 7:00 pm @ Paul Center 

22 Boston Archdiocese 
Culture of Life Mass 

Adam Whitehouse 11:30 AM at Cathedral of the Holy 
Cross, 1400 Washington St., Boston 

24 Bishop Delany assembly 4th degree  4th degree is meet at Paul Center 

27, 28 MnM drive James Barrows Blessed Trinity churches 

27 Walk for Life James Barrows Walk starts at St. Mary, 2-3 PM 

 

October 2025 

 
Regional meeting of state 
officers Paul Sidari 

7 PM 
K of C hall in Tewksbury 

3, 4 Tootsie roll drive James Barrows Donelan’s 

 Host coffee and donuts 
Pumpkin painting 

Matt Batos/  
Jean Crotteau_ 

At St. Catherine’s - Host coffee and 
donuts, Pumpkin painting 

6 Planning Meeting Bob Malnati 7:00 pm @ Paul Center 

11 Statue Procession Rosary  Paul Sidari 12:15 pm, St. Mary Church  
Refreshments after in Church Hall 

13 In memory of Tom 
Callery: Continue to 
collect clothing for 
homeless and give to 
local agency 

Bishop Ruocco 
council 

Socks, underwear (boxers, not 
briefs), hoodie sweatshirts, sweat 
pants, and long-sleeve shirts – in 
sizes Large/ XL/ XXL.  
Handwarmer packets. 

13 Members Meeting  Bob Malnati 7:00 pm Council meeting 

18, 19 Membership drive Gene Bartos St. John’s church 

 Fundraiser at Bertucci’s, 
15% of check for local 
council  

Paul Rigazio Bertucci’s, Littleton Rd., Chelmsford 
Center, 11 AM to 9 PM 
 

18 State Charity Ball  
Milford Ma 

Bob Malnati/ Adam 
Rypinski 

6:00 pm Dinner, present TRD check 

 COR meeting Matt Bartos 7:00 PM at Paul Center 

26 Pumpkin painting Matt Bartos After 10:30 AM Mass, St. Catherine 

Nov. 15-16 Membership drives Gene Bartos Blessed Trinity churches 

 

Continued from page 1 – Grand Knight Report 

I am humbled to be able to serve you, my brother Knights, as GK. I ask ALL of you, please 

reach out to me RandRmalnati@gmail.com with suggestions, complaints, needs, or just to chat.  

I welcome your inputs. 


