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What: In 1927, two rival railroads rolled
into Naples within 10 days of each other.
Set in Naples’ restored 1927 Seaboard Air
Line Railway and Atlantic Coast Line
passenger station, the Naples Depot
Museum explains how rail transportation
helped to conquer a vast and seemingly
impenetrable frontier.

Passenger service ended 1971. Freight
service ended 1930s.

Depot: National Register of Historic
Places.
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Naples Depot Museum -1 of 5 Collier
County Museums

Website: www.colliermuseums.com
Where: 1051 Fifth Ave South at 10th St,
Naples 34102.

Get There: One block east of US-41
downtown.

Admission: Free. Tues-Sat 9am to 4pm.
Same site: Naples Train Museum

(private): $8 adult, $4 kids. Fri and Sat.
10am to 2pm.

Naples Depot Museum includes:

— Railroad memorabilia, photos,
artefacts, interactive exhibits.

— Restored rail cars.

— Seminole dugout canoes.

— Mule wagon.

— Antique swamp buggy.

— Old cars.

Museum is about the history of Naples
in general, not just railroading.
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Construction of the Rail Linl
Erom Fort Myers to Naples — 1926




Tools Used in
Building the Fort
Myers to Naples
Railroad Line
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FLORIDA

CUBA — AUGUSTA —SOUTH
Atlantic Coast Line

The Standard Railway of the South.
Four Pullman Trains Daily *

Leaving New York, from New Penn. . R Terminal,
10.16 A. M. P.M 0 P. M.

- ida & West Indian ted
SMew York & Floride Speciel™
tto Limit,
Coast Line Florida Mail *

" TealCo

The ACL reacl City by e 14-mile-long Deep Lake Railroad, original
by John Roach and Wnlter Langford in 1914 to haul grapefrun to market. A Ford automobile engine mo!
on rail wheels served as the locomotive.

Barron Collier had the track straightened and rebuilt for the Atlantic Coast Line in 1928.
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FREIGHT Room

The Naples Depot was planned and built as a
“combination” station to handle heavy freight as well
as passengers. Railroad box cars were loaded with
barrels of iced fish, tomatoes, citrus and other
locally-grown produce through the single loading door
located on the east side of this room.

Although the station remained closed during World
War Ii, on Saturday nights the Atlantic Coast Line
Railroad opened the freight room and loading dock for
dances and USO shows to entertain the servicemen
stationed nearby at the Naples Army Air Field. It was
the biggest form of wartime entertainment in what the

soldiers jokingly referred to as “the gigantic town of
Naples.”

A committee of civilians formed by Mrs. Stephen F.
Briggs recruited the town’s women and young ladies
to help prepare refreshments for the troops and
decorate the Depot with fishing nets and paper
cut-outs. Music was provided by a juke box loaned by
local businessman, Dan House.

The Saturday night dances were moved to the. Naples
Country Club in November 1944,
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“LAST TRAIN FROM
Jia NAPLES”MF

J 4/}/ Loco-naniace, Railroad Buffs, and A

of Snall Toun Americans wherever ye may be:

%@yd: Know ye that on this 2let day of April, 1971,

, did board
"The Last Train From Naples” bound for Lakeland, Florida, m_;miwg an
era of forty-five yeavs of passenger vail service to Naples, Florida.

{M?/ % & M-’ That by vivtue of riding this "last Train From

3 E -
Naples” the aforenentionsd subject is duly qualified as an expert in "oconotrivianalysi
a naw seience conceived - for the express purpose of this certificate.

By, the pover vested in
hereby place my hand 427N
seal: >
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Perhaps the greatest of all the winter-season passenger trains to Florida was the
Seaboard Air Line's ecial. The train entered service on November 21,
1925 with Pullman cars for St. Petersburg and West Paim Beach and offered “unrivaled”
luxury as well as a ladies’ lounge, bath and maid service. Solomon Davies Warfield is said
1o have chosen the name himself after seeing hundreds of acres of orange and grapefrult
trees in blossom near Lake Wales, Florida. Warfield also drow signs for the
dining cars and decorate with tile fioors an panels depicting
flowers. A gifted s menus featu al delicacies
mangoes, sout e ominy in chafing dish, and Dixie pud
ice. To entice the businessmen and investors on board, the

carried a personal message from Warfield, pointing out the stat6’s

and emphasizing Florida as the land of opportunity.

The Orange Blossom Special made its last run to Florida in 1953.
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iaté 19th century and early 20th century, théfe were more than

Becam ea j".‘:j ..; (]"j ]:..?y. l ¢ g; Iross the country. Today, less than

n abandoned; others demolished
or left to slowly decay.

Once one of the most important and architecturally prominent
buildings in town, by the early 1970s the obsolete and
deteriorating Naples Depot had been reduced to serving as a
building supply warehouse and second-hand furniture store.

Although its days as a workin
gone forever, in 1973 a c

g railroad station were clearly
led by local residents Em
Pt

mmittee from the Naples Jaycees
Galagarza and Harry

a effort to rescue the
run-down Naples Depot from destruction. Although listed on
the prestigious National Register of Historic Places on
September 10, 1974, the Depot’s fate remained uncertain until
1975 when a group of concerned citizens banded together as
Southwest Heritage, Inc., and launched a determined $800,000
fundraising drive to purchase and preserve the local
landmark. Under the leadership of W. Roy Smith, Dr. Weimer
K. Hicks, Edward J. Oates, Earl G. Hodges, and other
i i the Naples Depot was purchased

e ine Railroad on January 7, 1976.

ing year, work was begun on gradually renovating
the Depot into meeting rooms and a community center for
cultural and civic events. In 1979, a new wing was added to
the northern end of the original building to serve as an art
studio and gallery.

For the next three decades, man:
events that took place in Naples were held in the
modernized freight docks and loading platforms, or i
gonverted baggage rooms where passengers once checked
their trunks and suitcases for the return trip north.

In 2004, the Naples Depot began its fourth useful
rmhnlls';mhwa:”l'leﬂ b

y of the meetings and social
Depot’s
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EXRIDITSEbouttheSemina
Brack Passenger WaITING Room

Strict segregation laws applied fully to all railroad
companies and passenger train accommodations
south of the Mason-Dixon Line. This room was
originally used as a separate waiting area, restroom,
and ticket counter for African American passengers
arriving or departing Naples.

The practice of separating railroad passengers by race
originated i the early 1800s in the northern states
where blacks were required to ride in separate cars. At
first, Southern blacks were permitted to ride in coach
with white passengers, provided they paid the full fare.
After the Civil War, racial segregation of train
passengers ended in the North but continued in the

South where it was mandated and enforced by state
“Jim Crow” laws.
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The Calusa Indians lived in SW Florida from at least
| the 15th century. In early 18th century, Creek Indians
(aka Seminole) invaded from Georgia and Alabama.
Y The Calusa either were killed or fled by early 19th c.
=| Below are Calusa artefacts from Naples area.

f the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum, Semil nale Y ibe of
e rmanent ACcession Number 20081
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Settlement of Naples

1874: First white settler was Roger
Gordon. (Gordon Pass, etc.). Until
road from Fort Myers opened 1914,
only way into Naples was by boat.

1876: Naples’ first year-round
residents John and Madison Weeks.

1881: Hamilton Disston purchased 4 million acres
of Florida land from the government. Largest land
purchase in world history!

1887: Two Kentucky businessmen purchased the
land that is now downtown Naples, named it Naples,
and began selling lots. Developed a winter resort.

So who were the two Kentuckians
who founded, named, and
developed Naples, Florida in 1880s?
John Stuart Williams
—1818-1898.
— Confederate Civil War

General.
— Elected to US Senate

1879. Lost re-election.

[\ Eo] (55 Mule-Drawn "Taxi"
1915

The company also opened new offices in
Boston, bhiade) St. Pau
and used the powser of e

Walter N. Haldeman

—1821-1902.

— Pro-secessionist
newspaper editor.

— Founded Louisville ;
Grays 1876 — National '
League baseball team. ’
Grays were involved in a betting
scandal (fixing games). Out of
business in 1878.




Naples' First Auto Garage
The First Building on 5th Ave South — 1927

gasoline stations, a telephone exchange,
general store, diners, and several small
“mom-and-pop” hotels.

A depot “hack” built on Henry Ford’s
sturdy Model T chassis, was provided by
the railroad to carry passengers and their
baggage to and from the Naples Hotel. The
hotel also operated a ten-passenger bus to
meet the train in Fort Myers and Bonita
Springs before the Naples Depot was
opened in 1927. A one-way trip to Naples
over the crushed shell,

2 aung machinist rom Benita & ea i
that the old bus had most of the springs in i ot i

its seat cushions “sticking up through the

upholstering.”
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This 1922 Ford Model T, 4-door depot hack o
was a gift from the City of Naples, the e s rstaurant on e Trl Iy Napes, pened et cor o
e o2l Bamett, Mayor. o Costard: Thaas e Fany Ford and Havsey iresione ar S
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girl’s restrooms and doubled as the ::I!clpll's

office and a public library. Arthur Stewart, the son

of Naples’ postmaster Captain Charles Stewart,

was the first and only high school graduate in the

class of 1928. By 1932, the graduating class had

grown to two students.

The school was dismantled and divided into four
private residences in 1936 when a new school

was constructed on Third Street South, where ad
Gulfview Middle School now stands. m

Naples High School on Fourth Street
South in 1934.

The teaching staff at Naples High School
in 1928, Pictured left to right are Principal
Ernest Bridges, Alice Portner (Bowling),
Inez Hall, and Lillian Barnes. Bottom row:
Leila Canant, Lucille Buckles (Howell),
and Maxine Songer.

Fort Myers P
Each teacher taught two grades, first
through twelfth.

neur, Harvie the first

hack line to Naples in 1896, carrying travelers three times a

week by mule wagon for a $2.50 charge each way. The Naples
& Fort Myers Transportation Company took over the route in
Leila Brinson Bryan Canant, a 1927 1914, but failed after one season because of the poor road
graduate of the Georgia State College for and lack of customers. Barron Collier established a more
Conter Clounty: Har leaching carcer n rel
5 o .
A of local boys, the enti :
gl';r';%e L ;‘;‘ .“‘:Y;m:;:' gre Naples spanned forty-one years,

Naples High, pose In front o their

eliable, day-return bus to Fort Myers in
1926 with his Tamiami Trail Tours.
I her retirement in 1969.
school in May 192t

from
She died
in 2006 at the age of 100.

Naples still lacked a downtown when this picture of the
Commissary on Third Street South was taken during the
winter of 1928. The first grocery store and the oldest
commercial building in Naples, the Commissary opened

Every unusual happening in Naples brought out the
whole community. On June 19, 1935, a school of 57

with a barn dance in November 1919, before the shelves

were stocked. Groceries were delivered by horse and

‘wagon. A room at the northwest end of the building

blackfish whales ran themselves _aground'on Naples
beach in a mysterious mass suicide. Public interest soon
sorved SAERe Giice: dwindled as the summer sun beat down on the‘rottlr_l% i
e carcasses. Town workers hauled away the bodies wnt ra
Toe T e e e L e e s Frank’s wrecker and buried them in a citrus grove outs|
Above and 1o the left is the schoolhouse built in 1924. 2

of town.
The C y was the Bowling S

‘Store by its new owners in 1926 and later became the

Seminole Market in 1946. The store closed in 1958.




e law in the United
i cvory itzen i rignt 6 produce sl o

bEThwEStHion et k -

Rithough most of Flori ntics were declar
'y votors? ymmmpmmrmnmlm“nm 1 5

)

prfiter case Anotherascaght by retence agents

Earl L Baum, a regular winter visitor n the 15205,

romombered that Napies was an easy piace 1o “run liquor into’

and racalled watching cases of whiskey boing hurriedly
off-ioaded onto a truck at the Naples pier one evening, in full

during the winter of 1931-32 showing the ighter side of
it and i oken anforcament n tapes. e called
Naples on the Gu'j

i boy, another Napios old-imer,Chisholm “Chiz® fivers,

Eanadian Club was hicden for 8 while beneath the Naplcs.
Nethodist Church,
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ek Y : or ears ~six botiles tisd together n & buriap "croaker" bag and
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Snagged a siray ham with thelr fishing ine.

Guests at the Naples Hotel provided a steady siream of
Customersfo ogat bootagoers and would oy S35 6 more or
a boltie of good Cuban rum or Canadian Club. Departing

alocal option election, Collier County residents voted
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n the late 1950s and early 1960s, the idea for a new highway
across the Everglades gained popular support in both Collier and
Broward Counties, despite opposition from a powerful group who
felt the Tamiami Trail should be improved before road monies
were spent elsewhere.

Opponents to the new road included the American Automobile

rpike”, “Death Row” and “Chickee Quickee”, among

When suits were brought to stop construction, the Seminole Tribe
of Florida successfully intervened in support of the road as
Valuable element in establishing business i the Big Cypross.
Reservation.

The “Alley” was built from both ends toward the middle. For five
months survey crews equipped with helicopters, airboats
amphibious vehicles labored to mark out and align the roadway
through one of the most impenetrable areas in the country.

Actual construction began in 1963 when huge dredgos started
stripping away the top layers of sawgrass and muck. Barges
carrying cynamito crls wore flosted Benind ihe dragiines fo
‘Solid Everglades floor. The dynamited
e anel Slabiizod i form @ sompaciod
Toatbot & 7 ek Over i, he final surface maeial was a1
Sixioan smallbridgos had to B bull o pormit the natural flow of
water 1o the south; sou
The Everglades Parway, as twas ofical tted, was dedlcate
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This road sign was presented to Margaret T. Scott, Collier

(Cotrly's Ciekof Gourts, b the Ferida ‘State Road Department on

1l year. The demand for service was so great that
pought an extra, ten-seat Lockheed 10 Electr: By
ber traffic on the airline had increased 25% in just
the airline expanded its daily shuttle service with
bhts from Marco Island to Miami, and Fort Myers to
ntage Douglas DC-3s were added in 1968 when the
an flying its Naples-Tampa route.

ne’s fleet included three DC- 3s, several Piper
Cherokees, and the Lockheed 10 Electra shown
Il red- smped Ilvery, iding out over the Naples
ith Naples Airport in the background.

T Ninough South Florida s uniquely blessed with
sensational climate, it is one of inerable
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Dissstrsruck aller County on Septomber 10,
DY A 1960 whon Hurricane Donna

miles per hour, the Category 4 hurricane packed "
‘enough energy to equal that of a hydrogen bomb
exploding every eight minutes. It was one of the 4
most destructive hurricanes ever to strike the United

Although iniially used as a Red Cross shelter, the ~
Aapies Depot e evacuaied aroun noon whan ‘
90-mile-an-hour winds began peeling off it

ho people nsids m. moved furthér nort 1o he
Pine Lanes Bowling Alley. o

e boats ot ot
o Homos and buainesses, ans s
5 vm”\(m in property damage. .
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Althaugh eriginally promoted as a healthful haven for
the ol and seriously sick,by the end of World War I
the closest hospital 1o Naples was sl the Le6 Memorial
pita, forty mil in Fort Myers. When plans 16
clinic in Naples fll through in
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cers eventually joined the drive and m-mea out
he community o rale the rest Nearly o oy
Naples family pledged what the oy C
et who contributed his §300 ih wianings
™ a TV quiz show

The plan called or a 25-bed, then 30, 40, and finally a
52-bed facility to be built o

een changed to Naples
Community Hospital to *bettor sxpreae e purpose.

A crowd rivaling the size of the Swamp Buggy races
turned out for the hospital's dedication on March 4,
1956 The frst baby was born at the hospital the next
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3 the time Worid War I ended in 1845, Naples was atil
al merchants had to drive forty miles to

plagued Naples shopkeepers for more than a week in early
1949,

To overcome such hardships, a group of five citizens led by

Avenue South and Efghth Sireet South and bul & 2614
square-foot bank building,

‘The Bank of Naples opened for business the following year,
on February 15, 1949, and was m:

ecame of
Florida:
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