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Comparing Japan and USA

Some JAPAN UNITED STATES
Facts

Washington, DC
145,000 sq mi {Whole USA:
3,718,000 sq mi
Florida: 66,000 sq mi
Population [123,000,000 340,000,000
Florida: 22,000,000
47 Prefectures

President / Sanae Takaichi|Donald Trump
Prime Min. |(Since 2025) |(Since 2025)

Japan Brief History (2 of 2)
1867-1890s: Modernization. Industry.

1890s-1945: Wars with neighbors —
China, Russia, Korea, Vietnam, even
USA (Pearl Harbor). Defeated in WW2.

1950s-1980s: Strong economic growth.

1900s-2000s: Economic slowdown.

Since 2010: Slow recovery. Ageing
population.

Japan also has an Emperor.
Emperor Naruhito.

- Hereditary.

— Succeeded his father who abdlcated
on April 30, 2019.

— Powers are ceremonial.

— No power in running the government.

— Defined in Japan's Constitution as "the
symbol of the state and the unity of the
people”.
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Japan Brief History (1 of 2)
600 BC: Japan united (loosely) as
single country. Regional warfare.

1500 AD: Europeans arrived.
International trade began.

1603-1867: Edo period. Isolation from
rest of world. Tokugawa Shoguns
rather than Emperor.

1867: Civil War. Shogunate ended.
Emperor restored (Meiji Restoration).

Head of Government:
Prime Minister
Sanae Takaichi
Since October 2025

— Leader of the majority party or
majority coalition in the House
of Representatives usually
becomes Prime Minister.

— Cabinet: Prime Minister appoints.

Bicameral Parliament (Diet):

House of Councillors:

— 242 seats.

— 6-year terms, half renewed
every 3 years.

House of
Representatives:
— 465 seats.

— 4-year terms.




Japanese Mong

The Yen (ol

Symbol ¥
¥158 = US$1

So this
10,000 yen [

note is ;gma
worth about {?a

US$63. =

Japan Median Age:

g [£53 Co Ty o= 1 I o] (o] [-Ye3 e 1o Ml [ Implications (Examples):
1955 22.8 pLK{E% -3l | - Economy general: Labor
1960 24.8 2040 53.0 |[ENtuetuiivhuin

— Decl ductivity.
1970 28.2 2050 53.6 [EpNIEAGwY
1980 31.6 (fewer workers).

-1 d health-
1990 36.9 it
2000 40.7 (34% of Japan's 2023
2010 44.2 national budget).

— Increased dependency

2020 48.0 on carers.
2023 49.1 — Migration.

—#2 in world after Monaco
— USA = 38.1

population.un.org/wpp/

Economy

GDP 2026 (est): $4.5 Trillion

(#5 after US $31.8T, China $20.7T,
Germany $5.3T, India $4.5T).
Public Debt as % of GDP (2024):
237% (USA 120%, China 88%, UK
101%, India 81%, Germany 64%).

_DEBT_GDP@GDDICANIFRAIDEUNTALPN/GBRIUSA

Energy: Nearly 100% dependent on
foreign energy (oil, gas, etc).

Religion in Japan

“Religion does not play a big role in the
everyday life of most Japanese people
today.” www.japan-guide.com

Wikipedia: “Less than 40% of the
population of Japan identifies with an
organized religion”. Of that 40%:

— 35% Buddhism (imported from China).
— 3% to 4% Shinto (developed in Japan).
— 1% to 2% Christianity.

Japan’s Ageing Population

- 30% of population > age 65 (2023).
— 2nd highest in world (after Monaco).
— USA 18%. wommemmotctansorginscnss

Due to ageing population, Japan
actually sells more adult diapers than
kids’ diapers.
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Imperial Palace -- Tokyo
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Yasukuni Shrine - 1869
Gontroversial because it.honors
1's brutal o¢cupation of its
ighbors 19311945,
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Japan National
Museum

Japan/National Museum
Largest’/Art’‘Museum’in’Japan.

Over 120,000 artworks..
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Tsukiji Seafood Market
— Until 2018 wholesale, retail and
restaurants one place in central Tokyo.
—In 2018 wholesale (old inner market)
moved 1.5 miles outside Tokyo.
— Visitors watch from above i
— Closed Sun and mo

Retail and restaurafits (ol
still function in same!

old Tsukiji place.

— 400 shops.

— 5am-2pm ex Sun.




Oct 11, 2018: Wholesale (inner) part
of market moved to Toyosu 1.4
miles to away from central Tokyo.
Old outer (retail, restaurants)

part of Tsukiji market remains as
before. At gy isi

must watch™®

auctions and =

activity froms —

above behind

glass.

Tsukiji Market
Dried whale mea
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fary warriors) filed Japan.by
868. .The EmpEror had no
| 8.the Emperorflamed Meiji
(then only 16 years old) overthirew the
Shoguns. Since then the Emﬁbror rules

Japan. Toddy*th%ré is.a Oons?tutlon

ST or Meiji.
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Woodeﬁ'pfayer plaques
Cﬁ"&d Ema &2a good university for all.
~Good health to everyone.
World peace to all.

i, Rachel, Patricia

Ik
Wish Tiffa a healthy and
long life together with
me forever. Wish all our
families and friends to be
&g healthy and happy.
- Partha & Tiffa

Meiji Shrine
Wedding
Shinto
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Kyoto
Nijo Castle -- 1603
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For about OOb"years féﬁiﬁﬁ*’ Snti
1868) Kyoto was the capital of Japan.
(Other than_&Kamakura period)
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Nijo Castle
. Cherry trees lit up at night

S Y




ﬁ" - - ’
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Kybto; 94Y AD 3 e~ = are sent poff to the gods

Shinto

How the wishes we write on the wooden plaques
{ are sent off to the gods
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Cemetery at Daitokuji-lemple;..

WLLLLEL 1 At d s

LTI Eiéd

Ji This s the anovamic vew of iy

i Temale. The precing
o1 with Osawanaiks
ock ] he nd of Mai paricg o

6t covers aboyt
ian period
TheY ex0res sptun gt

120 acrea including the sesnic mountains, Kyoyochi Pond-Oshidoriike
eikakuj Tompls fram Heian ( . Two ancient ponds were well-known habitat for mandarin
bout 1800) . The rock garden con;

PI of 16 focks exsertly laid out into a bed of white grave,
111t of 2an Satori, and tel us infinite eachings,




A stupa (memorial

grave of somepne
importan‘l.‘?ﬁﬁ%
Ryoanji Te'l’ﬁﬁ;f :

GHETy blossoms, - - X Ninnaji Templeses=o"]
at'Ryoa 5 o ; : Fe Kyotﬁ“,
Kyoto ' 2 : . '

NN INEMPIE Ninnajsemple:
Kyaio g KyoL0)

inngysemple; Ninnaji Temple
a0

LXAL SN o




Sinkakijisiemple
NYOLOJH 462
Wlgeliizidegiiefzigel i)

Cilogll Tamulz
NYOIGHI 2oa;

Why do Asian religions burn incense?
Purify the surroundings.
Attract gods and buddhas to hear your prayers.
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From 1603 to 1867 Japanwas ruled by Samurai warriors.
Samurai were right handed. Riding on horseback on left

Kamo River

in the centre of Kyoto
People come to relax
and meditate
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SAPPORO

St Paul's Church
Ruins, Macau
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3 locations in Sappo
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Ruins, Macau
16th CenturiZI -
Destroyed 183




Sabborbf Abil et b ' ; !

Sapporo Snow Festival 2016
Odori Park
Anime Characters




Sapporo Snow Festival 2016
Odori Park at Night

VIOUNTAINSIVETY S| OSENO!
DOWNIOWNISAPPOTo;

Clock Tower
Sapporo 1878
Was a school.
Now a museum.

Sapporo Snow —
Festival 2016 e
Odori Park at Night

TV T:)u'.@?_
WOWHILOV
OdPPUTO?
WDSETVATIO!
DECKS

o

Fish Market ®s 1

Sapporo

Population:
2,000,000.

Japan's 5th
largest.

Annual
Snowfall:

16 feet!
Annual Snhow
Festival:

2,000,000

tourists.
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Guanyin
Goddess of Mercy
(Compassion)

anothervenue;
10t erSapporo;
SNOWIEESTIVAl)

BUSIOr,

)\u/u Temple

Last pickup ti éﬁ? hour clock): &
Weekdays: 18:35 S4E s ]
Saturdays: 16:55

Sundays and Holidays: 15i139




SNOWROArHINY KT SUUOME

i";-w W
ri E fe)n) Fu.uar ;&_Jib d LA ST UME:
L’ /-" | | J{ .
LIPS B '
! __: I \‘-g'_ : L;y [ ) JJ

JAPANESE
FOOD
SPECIALTIES

Revoiving carousel sushi

Price depends on
color of the plate

r_u]ug ONNERS :i:uq atalsudome
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Sprayxchemicals
Y/AEtEtopENoW

A novaliy for
Hony Kuny




-Okinomiyaki==pancake made of flour
b 2005, cabbage, porklckihings ggrSc-:»ufer with fish roe and chilli
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Cooking tuna with a
blowtorch at your table!




