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Population (2024 est)

68.6 million including:

— Metropolitan France:
66.4 million.

— Overseas Territories:
2.3 million.

Median age (2024): 42.6
(USA 39.1).

https:/len.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demographics_of_France

10 Largest Cities in France - 2019 Pop.

Paris 2,165,423

Marseille 870,731

Lyon 522,969

Toulouse 493,465 " ‘
Nice 342,669 Bl ERANCE
Nantes 318,808 e
Montpellier 295,542

Strasbourg 287,228 |

Bordeaux 260,958

Lille 234,475

https:/fen. wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_communes_in_France_with_owver_20,000_inhabitants

France

Formal Name:

English: French Republic.

French: République
francgaise. ~

[ 2g)
Short Form: £,
English: France. Q.U‘
French: France. \

France includes all overseas

territories worldwide as part of

France. Different from USA.

Overseas territories include:

— French Guiana.

— Saint Pierre and Miquelon.

— Guadeloupe, Martinique, Saint
Martin, and Saint Barthélemy.

— French Polynesia and several
Pacific Islands.

— Reunion in Indian Ocean.

Area: About = Texas.
247,000 sq mi:
— 213,000 sq mi Europe.

— 34,000 sq mi is Overseas
Territories.

Land use: Agriculture 53%.

Terrain

Highest point: Mont Blanc (Alps)
15,781 feet.

Largest lake: Geneva (shared with
Switzerland) 224 sq. miles.
Longest river: Rhine (shared with
Switz. and Neth.) 766 miles.
Longest river entirely in France:
Loire 629 miles.
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Religion as declared:

— 49% Christianity
— 47% Catholicism.
— 2% Protestant.

— 33% No religion.

— 4% Islam.

— 5% Others.

— 9% Undeclared.

National Government:

“Unitary semi-presidential
constitutional republic”.

Unitary means central
government has most
power.

President:
Emmanuel Macron.
Elected May 2017.
5 year term.
Renewable once.

Prime Minister:
Sébastien Lecornu.
Since Sept 2025.

France’s 18 Regions:

— Managed by elected regional
councils.

— Cannot enaciEiERy

— Can levy taxE -

— Operate schf % v
and universiiEs}

public transij$ ol
business asSiSIELCE N

Levels of government:
1. National.
2. Regions: 18.

— Metropolitan France

(Europe): 13.

— Overseas Terr: 5.
3. Departments
(Metropolitan): 96.

Semi-presidential means:

— Elected president.

— President appoints prime
minister and cabinet to run
the executive branch.

— But PM and cabinet report
to legislature. President
cannot dismiss them.

Legislature: Parliament
— Upper house:
Senate. 348 Senators
elected by local
councils.

— Lower house: National
Assembly. 577 Deputies
popularly elected.

Economy

Real GDP (purchasing power
parity): $3.732 trillion (2024).
Real GDP per capita:

$54,500 (2024). USA: $85,810
Unemployment rate:

7.4% (2024). USA: 4.3%

Public debt: 99% of GDP (2023).

Currency: Euro.
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History 1
481 AD: Clovis | unites Frankish
tribes into 1 country, 1 king.

800: Charles the Great expands
French territory into Empire. Next

843: Charles's warring heirs
split the Empire into 3 areas,
later to become roughly France,
Germany, and Italy.

Slide

History 2

1066: Duke of Normandy
Conquers England.

1337: English try to regain
control. 100 Years War.

1500s: Peace and prosperity.

1600s-1700s: Growing rebellion
against King and Church over
taxes, national debt, feudalism.

History 4

1914: WWI. Germany invades
France.

1919: Allies defeat Germany.
1940: WWII. Germany invades
and controls France. Vichy.
1944: Allied Liberation of Paris.
1945: Allies defeat Germany.

1951: Treaty of Paris.
Beginning of European Union.

World Heritage Sites: 53 incl one
site in New Caledonia and one
site in French Polynesia.
Selected World Heritage Sites:
Chartres Amiens

Cathedral. Cathedral.
Versailles. Palace of
Paris, Banks of Fontainebleau.

the Seine. Carcassonne.
Loire Valley. Maison-Carree,
Pont du Gard. Nimes.

Holy Roman Empire 800 AD
Under

Charlemagne.

Incl today's

France,

Germany,

Austria, most

of Italy,

Poland,

Slavic areas. §

History 3

1789: French Revolution.
Started with peasant riots.
Ended up abolishing the
monarchy. Royalty executed.

1799: Napoleon takes power.
Overruns Europe.

1815: British defeat Napoleon
at Waterloo. Exiled.

Flag: Three bands
of blue, white, red.
Adopted 1794.

Colors: Symbolize opposition to
the autocratic and clericalist
royal standards of the past.
Citizenship by birth: No. By
descent only (One Parent).

Other
Time Difference: UTC+1 (NY+6).

National holiday: July 14.
Féte de la Fédération.
Celebrates French Revolution

of 1789, not storming of Rastille.

Internet Country Code: .fr
Phone Code: +33.
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It's Time to
Visit Paris

Paris

Population 2025 Jan est:
— City proper: 2,050,000.
— Metro area: 7 million.

— Commuter Area: 13 million.

City council has 163
members: Council elects
the mayor, not the people.

Main Tourist Stops in Paris

Paris

— Capital. And largest C|ty
of France.

— Divided into: 20
arrondissements
(districts).

— Area: 40.7 sq miles.

Paris Temperatures:
Avg High Avg Low
January 45F 37 F B

July 77F 60F EC

Free Wi-Fi zones: In
public libraries, gardens,
and parks.
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Cunsirueion d Number of towersi2:
started 1163. | -~ ; - ‘

F??% Revolutlon
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Fire April 15, 2019. Burned 15
hours. Very serious damage.
Started in the attic just below

Stabilizing the structure against
possible collapse was completed

in November 2020.

Reconstruction began early 2021.

Reopened to public
Dec 8, 2024.

Repair cost $750
million.

‘;4 Em ‘
"’Wﬁf

| ‘““ A

Many more outside Paris.

destro;}ed 400J;on 3
lead (enwronmental
issue too0).

Upper walls and vaulted

ceilings badly damaged.

4 e R
St Ii’l‘s)" uar

~=To the Englishi “5-
Channel :
at Le Havre.
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French Revolutlon
De5|gned by 'Gustavs Elffel

Louvre Palace was
originally built in 13th c.
But most tod!é'ial’i -
»IS 16th and ]

Celebréte centennlal ofh

wludnwummw

cept in undergroufid
rooms that would have beeh
flooded.

Most-visited paid]|
monument in

the world.

7 million visitors 75
a year. >
Average 25,000
people a day.

1,063 ft tall.

Tallest structure
in Paris.

At
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August 1792, Louis XVl was
imprisoned and the

—_—

collection jmthe LbuyreEd |
I 1T e - ﬁ

" became

7 ~_"’“i'

AR AN o B h covr——
‘stand over 2=,
B e h/“/w-‘

Eight curatorial departments:
. Egyptian Antiquities.
. Near Eastern Antiquities.
13. Greek, Etruscan, Roman.
. Islamic Art.
. Sculpture.
. Decorative Arts.

. Paintings: 7,500 works 13th

c. to 1848. 2/3ds French
artists. Newer works are in
Musee D'Orsay.

. Prints and drawings.

Venus -
de Milo ¢
Btw, 130
and 100 .
BC
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Winged For-
Victory

of Samothrac ‘*\_‘
%)

Consecration of the Emperor N%apoleon |

and Coronation of Empress Josephlne
in 1804, Jacques Louis David

Arc de ~T|omphe du
Carrousel (next o Louvﬁ

mqm 808 tog Mxy

€ oae apoleons
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Top statue is Peace Riding in a
Trlumphal Charlot

"‘t>

Tuileries - 17th c Garden
Many Sculptures
West of Louvre

Gallery of |m’pf"\s
and post-imj

)P
In Tuill&r¥iés next to
Place de la Concorde.

Orangerie was
built in 1852 for
winter storage of
store the citrus |
trees of Tuileries.}:

Large glass

windows on

south side to
allow light to the trees. North windows are
much smaller.

Before the Orangerie was built, the trees were
stored in the Louvre.

Orangerie used to store trees until 1922.

pLiliesimuraisiby Glatd eyvionet:

When originally built,

Arc du Carrousel was

surmounted by the

actual 1204 bronze

horses from St Mark's

Cathedral in Venice,

which Napoleon had

captured in 1798.

In 1815, those horses were returned to Venice
by terms of the Congress of Vienna.

The current Paris horses were sculpted 1828.

The Venice horses are now inside St Mark’s
Cathedral for conservation purposes. St
Mark’s facade now has copies.
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Conciergerie ;
During French Rev )
thouﬁands jOf ﬁlyg

Main p:;l?éév
--of the medieval ||

'Klngs of: Fr.}ance

Sainte Chapelle

Completed 124§ !
Gothic style I§d '

(0] Ilevde ar

King Lodls IX

‘ \aka Saln't

il

Loms\ 1] IZ\\
1214- 1270

.‘Gﬂ
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Place de la. Concorde
€ des Mers

sivaHEE

1,000 BC.
One of a pair. &
Other remains &%

i 'l" LLs
b} L ! [
!-. Orlglnal name. el B

/ Lo‘ms ,4Y/ Plﬁza

5y

Place dela Cohcorde
Hotel de Ia I\Tlam,e

Obelisk of Luxor

75 ft high. 250 tons:
Yellow granite:
Hieroglyphs honor
Pharaoh

Ramesses Il.

Moved to Paris 18388=

150" flat ship== =
Canal dug forthis Mo
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Plac ma%de Ferris Wheel Hotel de Ville — City Hall

4 Stallﬁd fbrM| h Mayor of Paris and cdﬁ' & K
, c} government offtces

* Jce Skating at Hotel ==~
de Ville in Winter -

. ." T - e
Hotel de Ville | Lfesinvalide :
Right across Seine COmpIexio b
from Notre-Dame i ~

NotpDamegi ¢ & allrerating tcS,

V Seum§ - & M
gnd.-monumen LA

1v92-

u:;. ered m‘tjch of ¢ ¢
Bpe (Italy, ustrla), 4
, Portug )i_e‘Stern

G o Eg /pt a‘ndf
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i Purchaset ! =2 — Entombed 1861+
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Ieon’] Bonaparte Quotes: Napoleon

Napg

“The only way to lead people is to show thema [
future: a leader is a dealer in hope.”

4 “Never interrupt your enemy when he is making
a mistake.”

“Envy is a declaration of inferiority.”

“The reason most people fail instead of
succeed is they trade what they want most for
what they want at the moment.”

“If you wish to be a success in the world,
promise everything, deliver nothing.”

Altar of

La Madelaine
Church.
Napoleon

db
o %ﬂi ¢
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At the end of 19th c and early 20th c these artists
lived or worked in Montmartre:

- Amedeo Modigliani, Claude Monet, Pierre-Auguste
Renoir, Edgar Degas, Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec,

! Suzanne Valadon, Piet Mondrlan, Pablo Picasso,

Sacré-Coeur Interior.
Open 6am to 10: 30pm dally
Can climb dome’9a 7£]

Now prlmarlly b T%‘t
and some opera.

Original column
1806-1810.
Had Napoleon at top.

Statue toppled by
revolutionaries 1816.

Replaced.

Entire column
toppled againfi87d5=

Re-erected 137458
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Institut de France ..
Learned societies covering:
- French language .

— Humanities /

— Sciences &

— Fine Arts

- Palntlng and

ite ectu re

. ; Moral an Q;L
Polltlcal $
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Musée d' Orsav =

Largest“boll cti h of
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Tour St Jacques
174 ft monument;

e ortation Memorlal

" - -
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Right behind Nﬁ’fe’-n
Opened 1962.

Fontaine du Palmier
One of 15 fountains
commissioned by,
Napoleon 1806 0=
commemorateis
victories.

Finished 1808.
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Joan of Arc - 1412-1431
Heroine of France.

In her youth, England
controlled France.

Had a vision
to retake France |
from England.

Captured. Burne
at the stake.

Inspired France offs
to wctory over Enb'

Abbeyof " A LHEOT)
St Germair 4 S U O 56 5 0 3
" | DlmlL_u i 4=
ROTER=AT]

French peoplé.’
sseau, Voltaire, Victo
tugo, Emile Zola, Marie

Eugéne; and Pierre Curie, more:

L (T
is_next do
-
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Pont Neuf means
“New Bridge”.
Actually it is the
OLDEST bridge
on the Seine.
Built 1578-1607.
12 arches.
Crosses over ile
o de la Cité.

| Length: 761 ft.
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We conclude with a few photos of Paris’s [ g
spectacular markets, shops, and cafes. y
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. 4
Dile Octopus @& Tuna Stuffed
Shrimps ' Salad™#%, Peppers

“< = ~

{
Crabs, Praw s Sballops
o & iy ‘-' & v
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