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By "easy" | mean:
1. Flat (no uphill).
2. Suitable for a one-mile walk.

— Of course, there are usually
opportunities for two- or
three-mile walks.

. No hazards like roots to trip on or
water on the trail.

— Still, need to be alert.
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Nine Easy Walks
In or Near Naples

1 Six-Mile Cypress Slough
Preserve - Ft Myers

2 Lovers Key State Park- Ft Myers
Beach

3 Audubon Corkscrew Swamp -
Naples

4 Freedom Park - Naples
Gordon River Greenway -
Naples
Naples Preserve Naples
Rookary Eay: Shcilisiann
Rivers Road Preserve
Serenity Walk Park - Naples
Eagle Lakes Park - Naples

Suggestions for all:

— Bring a hat.

— Bring insect repellent.
— Bring sunscreen.

— Bring water.

About the photos:
— | took virtually all of the photos.
— Any | didn't take are obvious or noted.

Corkscrew Swamp - “Audubon
Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary”

Website: corkscrew.audubon.org/
Where: 375 Sanctuary Rd W, Naples
Get There: East on Inmokalee Road.

15 miles East of I-75, turn left onto
Sanctuary Rd. Follow signs. Close spm

When: Daily 8:00 am to 3:00 pm. 1, season
Admission: $17. College students $10.
Children 6-14 $6. Book online. recommended
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Several of the Many Flowers at Corkscrew Swamp
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Corkscrew Swamp: Two Small Reptiles

Lizard. ard:

Native to Cuba, Bahamas. Big neck, small legs.
Invasive in US. Drives out About 5 inches.

native green lizard. Can shed tail if predators
7 to 8 inches. grab them. Regrows.

An epiphyte grows on the surface of another

plant and derives its nutrients from the air,

water, and debris accumulating around it.
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Discovery Center - Exhibits
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What'’s there: Slough is a fresh water swamp
— 3,500 acres of protected wetlands.
— Approx. 11 miles long, 1/3rd mile wide.

— 2-3 feet of water in wet season.

— Still mostly wet in dry season.
—1.2-mile boardwalk over the water.
— Fully accessible. Free (parking $1/hr).
— Four viewing platforms onto lakes.

— Many benches and shelters along the
boardwalk.
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Florida Cooter Turtle at Wood Duck Pond
“Yellow-Bellied Cooter”

T

"Within one
minute of mating,
the female starts
to lay her eggs"
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But | did see
several peninsula
cooter turtles.

= '{Al‘:)o_q_fﬁ
- 1.25 million in Flofida
% . Fresh waters~Natator

e Golden Gate Pkwy
Gordon River Greenway Gordon River

Website: www.gordonrivergreenway.org/ 4 Greenway Zg’
Where: Two entrances and parking areas: Red Line

1590 Goodlette-Frank Road. Main 2.5 Miles,

entrance for Naples Zoo. Back of zoo
parking lot. ; i
1596 Golden Gate Parkway. South side of

Golden Gate between Airport Rd and

Goodlette-Frank Rd.

Admission: Free. _ Baker Park9
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ordon River Greenway
Great Blue Heron
— Head to Tail: 36” to 54”

|- Weight: 4 to 8 Ibs.
41— Cold or warm weather
r salt water
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BridgegAcross Gordon River:
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Lovers Key State Park — Trails and Beaches
Website: www.floridastateparks.org/
lovers-key.

Where: 8700 Estero Blvd, Fort Myers
Beach, FL 33931.

Get There: West on Bonita Beach Rd to
Gulf. Curve right onto Hickory Blvd.
About 5 miles to Lovers Key.

Admission: $8 per vehicle. 1 person $4.
When: 8am to sunset, daily.

What: Two miles of Gulf Beaches.
Miles of hiking trails.

Kayaking, canoeing, shells.
Dolphins, manatees, birds, gopher
tortoises.

Two trails at Lovers Key:

Black Island Trail and Eagle Trail.

Each about 2.5 miles long (with shortcuts).
They follow estuaries originally dredged to
make way for residential development.
That was stopped by the State in 1983.
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RED is
Eagle Trail
BLUE is
Black Is.

Trail 5
Drive PAST first

(beach) parking

lot.

For trails use
SECOND
parking lot.




g Eat plants.
Avg weight 9 Ibs.
| Length of shell
up to 16 mches
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Both fruit and pads are edible
after carefully scraping spines.
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In addition to trails, Lovers Key Has a
Two-Mlle Long Beach'

Blackisland Trail and Eagle Trail are eac
abouti2’zimilesiong: But each has'a few.
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Freedom Park (Collier County)

Website: www.collierparks.com/

Where: 1515 Golden Gate Pkwy Just
East of Goodlette.

When: Daily 8am to Sunset.
Admission: Free.

What: 50-acre Park with 3,500 foot
boardwalk plus paved trails and 6
lookout pavilions around the lakes.

Frequent wildlife sightings include:

— Red-shouldered hawks. - Alligators.

— Barred owils. — Gallinules.

— Green herons. — Marsh rabbits.

— Blue herons. — Turtles and Snakes.
— Great white egrets. - Ilguanas.

— Limpkins. — Raccoons.

Lakes and Paved Paths Boardwalk

Freedom Park

Golden Gate Pkwy

Goodlette-Frank Road -
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Stephen F. Briggs

Beatrice "Bea” Briggs (1833-1979

Naples Preserve

Website:
www.naplesgov.com/parksrec/page/
naples-preserve

Where: 1690 Tamiami Trail N, Naples,
FL 34102

Get There: US-41 just south of
Crossland Mall.

When: Boardwalk dawn to dusk. Eco-
center daily, 8am to 5pm.

Admission: Free.




Freedom Park
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Coastland Center

Fleischmann Blvd

Naples Zoo
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What: 9-1/2 acres at the corner of US-41
and Fleischmann Blvd.

Right in the heart of Naples!

— Nature Walk: 0.4 mile-long boardwalk
through dry scrub and flatwoods. You
will likely see many gopher tortoises.

— Hedges Family Eco-Center: Exhibits.
Programs. Conservation info.
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Rivers Road Preserve

Conservation Collier (taxpayer-funded
county land preservation agency)
Website: www.collier.gov/Resident-
Resources/Conservation-Collier

Where: 2021 Rivers Rd, Naples, FL 34120

Get There: Immokalee Road 5.8 miles
east of I-75. Turn south on Rivers Road
(gravel road) to end.
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Admission: 6:00 am-8:00 pm Daily. ¢ . Rivers Road Preserve
Free. ,

What: 97-acre preserve. 1.7 miles of

easy wooded hiking trails with benches. ; 5.8 miles
Picnic table near parking. No {
restrooms.

West Trail: Starts at parking near
bulletin board. Loop.

East Trail: Starts across Rivers Road.
Loop. Goes past lake.
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Wildlife monitoring
photos taken at
Rivers Road Preserve
Fstop Foundation:

— Florida Panther.

— Bobcat.

— White-tailed Deer.

Rivers Ro

ad Predery
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Project
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One red fire ant mound has on average between |
# 100,000 and 500,000 worker ants under one 3
4 queen. Mound also contains eggs, larvae, and
4 pupae of developing ants.

Rivers Road Preserve
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Serenity Walk Park

Website: www.collierparks.com/
collier_park/serenity-walk-park/

Where: 8962 Collier Blvd, Naples, FL 34114.

Get there: 1-75 Exit 101 Collier Blvd CR-951.
South 2.5 miles. On right.

Admission: Daily 7am to dusk. Free.
What: One-mile loop flat walking trail.
Problematic: Only five parking spaces.
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Eagle Lakes Community Park

Website:
https://www.collierparks.com/collier_park
Idonna-fiala-eagle-lakes-community-park/

Where: 11565 Tamiami Trail East,
Naples.

Get There: US-41 just north of Collier
Blvd.

When: Mon-Sun 8 am-10 pm.
Admission: Free.

Eagle Lakes
Community

[}

Red lines = 2.5 miles of
walking and bike trails

Serenity Walk Park
One-Mlle Loop Trail

i

5.car parking-">"

East Naples,_

What: 2-1/2 miles of walking trails and
ponds with alligators (sometimes).

— 2.5 Mile Nature Trail.

— 1 Mile (paved) Pathway for Walking/Running.
— Aquatic Complex (fee).

— Community Center.

— Fitness Center (fee).

— Meeting Room.

— Lighted Baseball and Softball Fields.

— 2 Lighted Soccer/Football Fields.

— Lighted Basketball Court.

— Picnic Shelter.

— Lighted Playground.

Eagle Lakes Community Park
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Eagle Lakes Community Park

Eagle'Lakes Community Park==s ; 28 Eagle Lakes
~Anhingas ™ — Community Park
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THE END
Easy Nature Hikes
In or Near Naples
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