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Tamiami Trail

— Initially proposed and agreed to by
the various counties on the route
in 1915.

Aim: Economic development.

— Much of the road from Tampa to
Fort Myers was already in place,
but needed improvement.

— Ft Myers to Miami would be new.
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Construction started 1923. Completed
1928. Grand opening: April 28, 1928.

Basic process: Use dynamite to dig an
east-west canal. Use resulting dirt to
make the roadbed in the swamp
above flood level.

Called a borrow

canal because dirt

from the canal

was "borrowed"

to make the road.
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Naples to Miami
East-West
121 miles.
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— Dade County started work on
their end immediately. Made
good progress.

— Lee County (which included what
is now Collier County) did some
work on the road from Fort Myers
to Naples. But ran out of money.
State had no funds to help.

Developer Barron Collier offers to fund
completion of the Tamiami Trail from
Naples to the Dade line. In return, the
State would establish a new county
and name it after him.

— State agreed.

— Population of
Collier County in
1923: Just 1,258.
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Mobile worker bunks, kitchens, toilets

moved in the canal as work progressed.
Workers paid $60 a month. Stood all day
digging in swamp infested by mosquitos
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Tamiami Trail
Opened Apr 25, 1928

Festivities in Everg

N-S was US41
E-W was US94
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The Tamiami Trailblazers helped to publicize the Trailin 1923 by
attempting to drive the Trails proposed route. They and theiroriginal

i the celebratory parade.

lebrated witha Miami, Celebr
eeday county fai. Boy Scouts march on Broadway toward

d in bunting to the left of the picture, April 26,1928.

The Tamiami Trail opening in April 1928
in the town of Everglades were treated to a parade and thre
the Barron River. The three-story. Everglades Inn is festoone
ened with a grand and fitting flourish—a large motorcade
| from Tampa to Miami, greeted by crowds of celebrating
townsfolk and visitors along the entire route. From April 24 to April 26,1928, the
procession traveled an estimated 26 mph through spruced-up cities and towns aflutter

i to show each place at its best. And the town most resplender
with bunting, electric lights, and fireworks was Everglades, where motorists stopped for

1 auizs £ enioy Collier County's first fair and a barbecue.

The Tamiami Trail officially op
traveling the length of the trail




Barron Collier's Way Stations

Collier built 6 way-stations (gas, groceries,
beds) along the Tamiami

Trail. Each staffed by a

husband (patrolled the

road by motorcycle) and

wife (ran the store).
The last of these

— Monroe Station —
burned (vandalism)
April 9, 2016.




