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Albania Facts — 1
— Area: 11,100 square miles
(about the size of Maryland).

— Population: 2,400,000 (2023
census). Declining annually
since 1989 (emigration).

— Median age: 33.

— Literacy: 98% (men and
women same).

Albania Facts — 3

— Government: Parliamentary constitutional
republic.

— National government has all powers except
those expressly given to localities.

— Unicameral Parliament (“Assembly”):
140 elected members.

— President: Bajram Begaj (since 2022)
Elected by Assembly. 5-year -~

term. Largely ceremonial. \ j _

— Prime Minister: Nominated
by Assembly majority party.
Appointed by President.

Flag of Albania:
Double-headed eagle

— In Albanian, the name of

the country is Shqiperia.
— Which means "land of the
eagles".

Albania Facts — 2

— Capital: Tirana.

- Language: Albanian.

— National Holiday: Nov 28 —

celebrate independence from
Ottoman Empire Nov 28, 1912.

— Drive: Right.

— Visa needed by Americans?
No.

Edi Rama

Socialist Prime Minister of

Albania since 2013

— Mayor of Tirana 2000-2011.

— Leader of Opposition 2005-2013.

Policies:

— End corruption in court system.

— Less government spending.

— Public safety.

— Stop drug trafficking: Nearly a third
of GDP in 2017.
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Albania Facts — 4
— Ethnic groups: Sensitive issue.
Government says 97% are Albanian.
Minorities (Greeks, Macedonians,
Serbs etc) say they are about 15%.
— Religion:
— Muslim: 59%.
— Roman Catholic: 10%.
— Orthodox: 7%.

— Others or none: 26%.

1967-1990: All religion is outlawed.
All 2,169 churches and mosques closed!

Albania Facts — 6
— EU Membership: No, butis a
candidate since 2014.

— NATO membership: Yes since
20009.

— Location: Balkan Peninsula.

— Albania's largest trading
partners: Italy, Greece, China,
Spain, Kosovo, and the United
States.

Albania History - 2

- 1912 Indpendence from the
Ottoman Empire. Became
Principality of Albania.

— 1925 Albanian Republic (1st
republic).

— 1928 Albanian Kingdom.

— 1939 Italy invaded Albania.
King of Italy rules until 1945.

Albania History -4 Enver Hoxha

EPronounced

Albania Facts — 5

— Economy: #1 is Agriculture —
employs 41% of population.
Fruit, vegetables, dairy, meat.

Euro widely
=dccepted

— Overall 14%. | #% :
— Youth : it
(1 7'24): 40‘%}. Y

Albania History - 1

— 167 BC to 395 AD: Roman.

— 395 to 1100s: Byzantine
(eastern Roman).
Christianity.

— 1200s-1400s: Independent
kingdom. Christianity.

—1480-1912: Ruled by Ottoman
Empire. Islam.

Albania History - 3

— 1946 People's Republic of
Albania (2nd republic). Aligned
with Soviet Union. Monarchy
annulled.

— 1946 to 1985 Enver Hoxha led
Albania as Communist Party
First Secretary and head of
state. At times also foreign
minister and defense minister.

Albania History -5 En

~
it
L
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Fall of Communism. Dec 11,
1990 Hoxha statue toppled in

Albania History - 7

Enver Hoxha - Positives:

— Rebuilt economy in ruins after WW2.

— Raised literacy from 5% to 98%.

— Agricultural self sufficiency.

— Electricity to every rural district.

Enver Hoxha Negatives:

— Brutal dictator.

— Forced labor camps and slaughter of
non-communists.

— Poverty and other failures of
socialist economic policies.

Albanian Stamps
1939 Italy
¥ #1945 invades Albania.
- King Victor
Emmanuel Il

- proclaims
1945 himself King of
Albania.

Celebration of
Communism
"People’s
1957 Republic of
Albania".

1963 Just
"Albania"
(Shqgiperia).

The Guardian story about Hoxha
June 28, 2019:

“He had most of his close
associates from the early years
shot, and also had thousands of
real and imagined political enemies
among the rest of the population
executed, imprisoned or exiled.”

“There is still no proper monument
in Tirana to Hoxha’s victims.”

Albania History - Stamps

| have not :
collected stamps
for over half a
century, butitis
still true: You

can learn a lot of
history just from

January 1946
Communists
take control
of Albania.

Enver Hoxha
1st Secretary
(head of

state). Until
his death 1985.

60th birthday of
Enver Hoxha.
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Enver Hoxha
Stamps

Celebrate
1981 Publication of
Hoxha memoirs

75th
1983 Bjrthday

80th anniversary of Hoxha birth.
Opening of Enver Hoxha museum.

Keep this stamp in mind...

e ETTT T I T Py o

1999: In response to Serb

attacks on ethnic Muslim

Albanians in Kosovo,

NATO launches an air war on

Yugoslavia on March 25, 1999.

— The war turns Albania into a
NATO base of operations.

— By May 1999, 500,000 Kosovan
refugees have flooded into
Albania.

Enver
1978 Hoxha 70th

Birthday

2201
RPS e SHOIPERISE

£ Hoxha and Stalin

40th Anniversary
1984 of socialism in
Albania

Death of Enver
Hoxha April 11,
1985

After being closed to foreigners for much
of the 20th century, Albania opened its
doors to visitors in 1991.

Over 7 million arrivals in 2022.

Page: 4/26



Skénderbeu
(Skanderbeg)

Skanderbeg étatue Gjergj Kastrioti JEORGIVS
4 / J

Mllltary commander for the Ottoman empire 1423 1443.
But after leaving Ottoman service, he led a rebellion
against the Ottoman Empire in Albania and Macedonia.

On documents, Skanderbeg always signed himself as
"Lord of Albania."

Albania finally got independence from Ottoman Empire
¥ in 1912. Islam remained as dominant religion.

Etthem Bey Mosque - 1821d£
Closed by government order 1967-91

On Jan 18, 1991, »‘E‘-
W|_th no announced

in Albania.
ey
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Prime Minister's Office

G , : :
X ROBL IS S N Prime Minister is appointed by the
rrF’Bey‘j:s"’fﬁé‘ 4 @ Presidé‘nt me Mll‘llSteI‘ is head of
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Tirana Gov't. Ministry
o El u

Ministry of Transportation

pﬁrd i‘nfrastructu re
B ee——

Free 2-hour daily English walking tour of
Tirana. No res. Meet at Opera House
steps. tiranafreetour.com

Guides work for tips.

Opera House  Palace of

' Culture early
1970s - Enver
Hoxha rally

National Theatre of Opera and
Ballet - 1953 (aka Palace of

ity \
, Tl
7.8 T THARE G imangipern ay - en
fig) ’
| -

A

National Museum of History - 1981 Natlonal Museum of History
On Skanderbeg Slql_JaAre, Exhibit Ha"s;y&\a Y ——
- Anti}qwty g _Natid|
— Middle Ages. Q)‘."’le‘gratlon-
“~ Rénhaissance. tAntifascist War.
—Iffependence € Communist N
Onography. = Teffor. = &
: (ry, — Mother Teresa.

oté: Photos are from the Internet
due to restrictions.

-
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Magistrate - 3rd C BC—> & | Epitaph of Glavenica - 1373

gl i & ' aka Shroud of Glavenica
Demosthenes - e\

=140 MP -

‘-:-.‘—_.!ﬁrli;a—;nign't?eléctﬁ he Presit .

~~Secretvote. 60% vote required..

— President appoints Prime Minister.
e

A few minutes ago we looked at this

ormer Hoxha home 1988 stamp of the Hoxha Museum...

A JOVALCU e - ' Opening of Enver Hoxha museum.

-goyefifmentis* <%
e What 10.do"

oz §tire’ Wi

P My | \ Ve g

Internet Photo
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The Hoxha Pyramid is .
ﬂg&ﬂ*&kﬁm %

National Gallery of the Arts - 1974
Focus on Socialist Realism art
and famous Alba la' Hitists s

Free 2-hour English city tours daily at
{9, 10, 2, 5, 6. No res. Just show up at
] Opera House steps. Guides work for tips.
& tiranafreetour.com

‘l\ gtional Gallery =
o)f A\ ~
SKahderbeg ,\ /A9

Resurrection of Christ #
Orthodox-Gathedral - 2012
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St Paul's Catholic Cathedral NewlGreat Mosqueof Lirana

Nearing completion. Capacity 4,500.
Next to Parliament.
Funded by
Turkey to gain
influence and
promote Islam
in Albania. :
Many Albanian | ©
Muslims
unhappy with
the outside

influence.

Tirana Lntefnational Hotel
et

—
—
—
—
’.
_—
’
==

Newsstah‘lotlce the
W

Security

,

Today a trendy living, shopping, dining
area in Tirana.

During Communist period, only members
of the Politburo were allowed in Blloku.
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ersity
fin.Albania.

“. lloku restaurarit ané

e y

| ALBANIA .

PROGRAMI PER FORCIMIN
| ESISTEMITTE DREJTESISE NE SHQIPER|
JusT

ALBANIAN JUSTICE SECTOR
STRENGTHENING PROJECT

Programi i Zhvillimit té Sektorit Financiar

Financial Sector Development Program

C R - 1 0 3
FASTFOOD-PIZERD s UNIVERSITET.
iZzeria
'y 4 e! g gPastry
Cheese—3
Spinach—>7
izza boat

1w

¥=
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Mother Teresa Day — September 5-
is a public holiday in Albania.

280 :..pw :]itgji]b‘jjli)wﬂyw
presidentitcihavewisitedAlbania

RRUGA
e GEORGE W. BUSH |
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_ y héfe,‘but. was
Ve ﬁaw.ow occupied ,dt]

by the of AZem Hajdaru-the.. P

studeht 18a. ‘ !

¥ regimeji

. assassmateld'i=n Tllll"ana in 1998 .8
: ; 1] '
i éi#rg

Governmentioffice for t_he

Selman Stermasi Stadium
“Home of T|rana S 86Ccer team
Seats 9, 500

e mg on s@ ‘
& | ﬂ‘ﬂ'lrané'r-
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Driving in Albania: From "Tirana in Your Pocket":
"The local drivers [are] among the worst imaginable,
with road fatality figures some of the highest in
Europe. Disrespectful of the law and seemingly
unaware that pedestrians are soft and break easily, the
quintessential Albanian motorist is easily distracted,
oblivious to speed limits, and would rather undergo
torture than wear a seatbelt. Before 1991, only Party
officials were allowed to own and drive cars, of which
there were only about 600 in the entire country. Since
then, vehicle numbers have ballooned out of all
proportions relative to the state of the roads.”

Statue of the Unknown: Partlsan\":‘"

Commemorating
MWW 2 Anti-Nazi
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Albanian Natlond Theatre Clock Tower of  ~
: Tirana

Built in 1822. ﬁ

Can climb
steps inside.

J1p )0 rasioraion ¢ Avni Rustemi;was Albanian patriot

W fundsed 9y Uniiae Skiiss eNUINItENE. 77 :

§ 3 In 1920 he assasmated a military
leader who was plottlng to
overthﬁw the government of the
newly independent Albania:
Rus’fem“i 11]111:‘1:1]] e assasmanted

The restauration of TIrana's Clock-Tower was
funded by e peeple of the United States of i e

smerlea, Brough e Ambassador's Fund for LA R T AUSTEN
Gultural Preservation, by Albanian MINIStry of e HERQ | POPULLIT
Gulturs, and by -Blola- Co, In cooperation with ( k. : 1895 - 1924
the funicipality of Tirana - February 1™ 2010 rim W R
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“Pazari i Ri (Central Market)
7 Roasted chickens

_;T ¥

- '_m'r
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AECided to take the train
reﬁsﬁi‘,ra'{her than a bus
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ObV|ous ‘Iack of mamten : 15;.3,
t}arrlages bo‘ubht second®
_rom East Germany
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Durres o
- On the Adrlaf"c Se‘é,,

Durres, Albania
West of Tlrana

1 Hour by

(0] Adn’a #ﬂf"

A phltheaﬁe &Ijurres
Seating o4

‘\t
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F Hfls&}_,als—aé' : 5 i:‘

‘_.:M”.Jii)l Sizers

Great Mosque of Durrés - 1931*
Closed by Hoxha 1967
Reopened 1998m
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Saint Lucia Co-cathedral
RomaniCGatholic 5 | &
A ‘

<A SN
WII’IdOWS cracked as before
£ x)

o W“ i A !,

o dis . a3 gm, _

E';

= R’ .\
When 'l bought the bus'ticket in
Tirana they did not tell methat
the bus leaves you on aremote
highway where you neéd to
buy a mini-bus! ticket'to historic
Kruje. | followed the crowd.

-MalanIthS
Gastle. 1190‘5

el et Ly

) =5 & 7-
Handerbe Museum (| |de“:

e Bastle).!
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§ A Bit of Kruje History

1190 Kruje became capital of original Albanian state.
1395 Ottomans attacked Kruje. Took control in 1478.
1912 independence from Ottomans after 450 years.
1925 Albanian Republic. Tirana became capital.

Kruje Castle
Built o0




As the home of Skang:lqrbeg s

Skanderbeg and Kruje Castle
aree | he 5, 000"]ek note '

T

Kru1§CastIe‘Bazaar-;i;_ "] * SkanderbegiMuseum




Skanderbeg and the Tower
are on the 1,000 Lek note.

/Re@s of the'Fatih Sultan
~—Mehmed Mosque - 1481
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Downhill Walk tolrtije T ow

3\ K tije Town|
A B
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Kruje TOWN!

o+

to fill each seat#
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Statue’of Xorxh' W Bu h in"Kru;e

Thanks for Joining
Our Visit'to Albania.

THE END

*“ . ppacter@gmailicom

-

Presentations at Baker Center, 2H 2024

Albania

Monday, July 1, 2024,
3-4:00pm

China: Shenyang - An
in-depth look at a
capital of China you
never heard of

Monday, Sept 16, 2024,
3-4:00pm
(Note: third Monday)

Japan North: Tokyo,
Kamakura, Kyoto, and
Sapporo

Monday, Oct 7, 2024,
3-4:00pm

Cuba — Some
interesting places other
than Havana

Monday, Nov 4, 2024,
3-4:00pm

Costa Rica — Pura Vida

Monday, Dec 2, 2024,
3-4:00pm

Page: 26 / 26



