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Albania Facts — 1

— Area: 11,100 square miles
(about the size of Maryland).

— Population: 3,047,000 (est.
2017) (declining slightly each
year since 1989 — emigration).

— Median age: 33.

— Literacy: 98% (men and
women same).

Albania Facts — 3

— Government: Parliamentary constitutional
republic.

— National government has all powers except
those expressly given to localities.

— Unicameral Parliament (“Assembly”):
140 elected members.

— President: llir Mehta (since 2007).
Elected by Assembly. 5-year
term. Largely ceremonial.

— Prime Minister: Nominated
by Assembly majority party.
Appointed by President.

Flag of Albania:
Double-headed eagle

— In Albanian, the name of
the country is Shqiperia.

— Which means "land of the
eagles”.

Albania Facts — 2
— Capital: Tirana.
— Language: Albanian.

— National Holiday: Nov 28 -
celebrate independence from
Ottoman Empire Nov 28, 1912.

— Drive: Right.

Edi Rama
Socialist Prime Minister of
Albania since 2013

Election Fraud?

Albania protests: Petrol bombs
hurled at PM's office

May 2019 |




Albania Facts — 4
— Ethnic groups: Sensitive issue.
Government says 97% are Albanian.
Minorities (Greeks, Macedonians,
Serbs etc) say they are about 15%.
— Religion:
— Muslim: 59%.
— Roman Catholic: 10%.
— Orthodox: 7%.

— Others or none: 26%.

1967-1990: All religion is outlawed.
All 2,169 churches and mosques closed!

Albania Facts — 6
— EU Membership: No, but is a
candidate since 2014.

— NATO membership: Yes since
2009.

— Location: Balkan Peninsula.

— Albania’'s largest trading
partners: Italy, Greece, China,
Spain, Kosovo, and the United
States.

Albania History - 2

- 1912 Indpendence from the
Ottoman Empire. Became
Principality of Albania.

— 1925 Albanian Republic (1st
republic).

— 1928 Albanian Kingdom.

— 1939 Italy invaded Albania.
King of Italy rules until 1945.

Albania History -4 Enver Hoxha

Albania Facts — 5

— Economy: #1 is Agriculture —
employs 41% of population.
Fruit, vegetables, dairy, meat.

— Currency: Lek 110 = US1.

— Unemployment:P>
— Overall 14%.
- Youth
(17-24): 40%.

Albania History - 1

— 167 BC to 395 AD: Roman.

— 395 to 1100s: Byzantine
(eastern Roman).
Christianity.

—1200s-1400s: Independent
kingdom. Christianity.

—1480-1912: Ruled by Ottoman
Empire. Islam.

Albania History - 3

— 1946 People's Republic of
Albania (2nd republic). Aligned
with Soviet Union. Monarchy
annulled.

— 1946 to 1985 Enver Hoxha led
Albania as Communist Party
First Secretary and head of
state. At times also foreign
minister and defense minister.

Albania History - 5 Enver Hoxha
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Fall of Communism. Dec 11,
1990 Hoxha statue toppled in

Albania History - 7

Enver Hoxha - Positives:

— Rebuilt economy in ruins after WW2.

— Raised literacy from 5% to 98%.

— Agricultural self sufficiency.

— Built railway line.

Enver Hoxha Negatives:

— Brutal dictator.

— Forced labor camps and slaughter of
non-communists.

— Poverty and other failures of
socialist economic policies.

Albanian Stamps

" 1939 Italy

1945 invades Albania.

& King Victor
Emmanuel llI
proclaims
himself King of
Albania.

Celebration of
Communism
"People's
1987 Republic of
Albania".

Just
"Albania"
(Shqiperia).

The Guardian story about Hoxha June
28, 2019:

"He had most of his close associates
from the early years shot, and also had
thousands of real and imagined
political enemies among the rest of the
population executed, imprisoned or
exiled to closed-off settlements from
which they were forbidden to leave."

"There is still no proper monument in
Tirana to Hoxha’s victims."

Albania History

| have not

collected stamps &
for over half a ﬂ
century, butitis -:|
still true: You

can learn a lot of
history just from

January 1946
Communists
take control
of Albania.

Enver Hoxha
1st Secretary
(head of

state). Until
his death 1985.

60th birthday of
Enver Hoxha.

1968




1970 Albanian Stamps Pt  Enver Hoxha
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Enver Enver Hoxha
1978 Hoxha 70th | Stamps

Birthday S Celebrate

_ _ publication of
Hoxha and Stalin ki Hoxha memoirs
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75th
1983 Birthday

80th anniversary of Hoxha birth.
Opening of Enver Hoxha museum.

Keep this stamp in mind...

40th Anniversary
*N8 1984 of socialism in
- Albania

n Death of Enver
il 1985 Hoxha April 11,
. 1985
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1999: In response to Serb

attacks on ethnic Muslim

Albanians in Kosovo,

NATO launches an air war on

Yugoslavia on March 25, 1999.

— The war turns Albania into a
NATO base of operations.

— By May 1999, 500,000 Kosovan
refugees have flooded into
Albania.




51 died. 2,000 injured.
Buildings seriously damaged:
1,465 in Tirana, 900 in Durre&
4,000 home_]ess.

Skanderbeg was a military

commander;who served the Ottoman
'S Empireini423-1443:But; after
jleavmg Otto n ser\nce heleda

J€cdonia. 0 11*’
Hnderbeg LAY e
[fi&s Cord of Albania.
inally got independence
from the Ottoman Empire in 1912.

Etthem Bey Mosque - 1821
Closed by government or : r 1967-91.
On Jan 18,1991, .
S with'no'announced '
~change of law, 10,000
peoplemarched in r}om
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Prime Minister's Office
Prime Minister is appointed by the

ime Mlnlster is head of

e ——

Albanﬁa Government Mlmstry

Tirana
City Hall




Ministry of Transportation
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National Theatre of Opera and
Ballet - 1953 (aka Palace of

Opera House  Palace of

: Culture early
1970s - Enver
‘Hoxha rally

Skl P,
S e LV L VI N 4
1

Mosic Mural: “The Albanians™
Depicts ancient to modern flgures
from Albania’ ’ﬁlstgy

Council of Ministers Offices

National Theatre of ‘

Ballet, on k Sroey oJ.

J”Hr

National Museum of History - 1981
On Skanderbeg Square

National Museum of History

Exhibit Halls: e

.
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— Middle Ages. Qd\‘le‘Eratlon-
= Rehaissante./& Antifascist War.
—Iffependence € Communist »
@COnography.  Teffor. = ¥
!_ Lo/ !_ — Mother Teresa.
Not

“Photos areé from the Internet
dueto restrictions.
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Magistrate - 3rd C BC—3 & § Epitaph of Glavenica - 1373

Apollo - 4th C BC . 0 aka Shroud of Glavenica
Demosthenes - y "
+1st CAD

24 —.Pa rllament electsit ;
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Opening 6f Enver Hoxha museum.

Hoxha's daughter,.Pranvera,.is
an architect..Along with her
husband ’Kle__ KO a'nechgshé N,

National Gallery of the Arts - 1974
Focus on Socialist Realism art
iag@ttists
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us_a,gmmmm Tirana University
e concr _ Largest in Albania

PROGRA
E SISTEMITTE DREJTESISE NE SHQipER!
JusT
ALBANIAN JUSTICE SECTOR
STRENGTHENING PROJECT

Programi i Zhvillimit & Sektorit Financiar

Financial Sector Development Program

FAST FOOD- PZZERI fywmwlo

, {lfnzzerra & At = ‘pasw

eeseaﬁ,_
Spmach——r

izza boat | :
izza f

Sand’v‘gch

s L

Page: 12/29



AntiquesCar Raily ZiTiranagy

Ll

seorgelWIBushisithelonlylUS
P!&ﬂlﬂgﬂ}m have \!JEHEI'J‘ NN

Pt gl
7

LT}
[ od
: .J’,ri |3

Page: 13/29



here, but. was

by they en‘i

aﬁ' ow occupled
IS of m Hajdaristhew
studée Iéade of |ght againstifite !

i regimejini
4 assas lna

N rf 5!!“‘5‘ 'ﬁﬂ‘-‘N zi

*I:E)_.a.s,w_.lw:rmu,}
N tre=I0 2649 Gal
) Sallon = s

&”L",u J!'JJ;SJH:) 1
'--”I'}alu n.wm,

i elman Stérmasi Stadium

“Home of Tirana's' §0Ccer team
Seats 9,500 /)

' klng on sra'

.

Page: 14/29



Driving in Albania: From "Tirana in Your Pocket":
"The local drivers [are] among the worst imaginable,
with road fatality figures some of the highest in
Europe. Disrespectful of the law and seemingly
unaware that pedestrians are soft and break easily, the
quintessential Albanian motorist is easily distracted,
oblivious to speed limits, and would rather undergo
torture than wear a seatbelt. Before 1991, only Party
officials were allowed to own and drive cars, of which
there were only about 600 in the entire country. Since
then, vehicle numbers have ballooned out of all
proportions relative to the state of the roads. If you're
a pedestrian remember that to the average Albanian a
zebra crossing is just some lines painted in the road.”

Statue of the Unknown Partisan
Commemorating
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Albanian Natlond Theatre
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The restauration of Tirans's Clockh-Towsr was
Tunded by the peohls of the United Statss of
fmeriea, hrough the Ambassedor's Fund for
Gultural Preservation, by Albsnian Minlstry of
Gulturs, mm-@nm-mmmmm-m
e funiclpality of Tirama - Februgry 1™ 2000

Clock Tower of ~
Tirana '
Built in 1822.

Can climb

steps inside.

Avni Rusteml was Albanian patrlot
and militant.

In 1920 he assasmated a mllltary
leader who was pIottlng to
overthvw the government of the .
newly independent Albania: ;
Rusfem“ u]uk-:idﬂ W assasmanted

" hUI RuSTEMI

 HERO | POPULLIT
1695 - 1924




entral'Market)
Roasted chickens

Cheese (Djath) Shop
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Older buildingsinTirana
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dECided to take the train
' res,,ra'lher than a bus
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Durres

—On the Adrlatlc Sea !
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Great Mosque of Durrés

Built 1931 4
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Great Mosque of Durrés - 1931*
Closed by Hoxha 1967
Reopened 19988
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Albanianicountrysidejonithe
way toKruje

When1'bought the bus ticket in
Tirana they did not tell mefthat
the bus leaves you on aremote
Righway where you neéd to
buy a mini-bus! ticket'to historic

Kruje. | followed the crowd.

Kruje = Historic town "
Home of: Gjergj Skanderbeg
,Altltude 2, 000+ feet e
“Main sights: & ST
*?(fa;;tl(e 11903

S'ﬂanﬂerbeg Muéeum ( Slde
the Bastle).”

"IM90 Kruje became capltal of-,flrs
autorplhvuﬂ"fban"éfﬁ State—

1395 Ofto an‘S*caprretl J(r'tue' .
~ qaough lthrgﬁﬁst.and ag;egame& Keuje
e vaﬂ'ﬁus ttles,adainst
Skandé"f‘ﬁeg uﬁ'ﬁﬁh‘ P
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Kruje Castle—
Built 400%

rebellion agalnst,-

Kru'e:Gastle toféﬁ
1
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SkanderbegiViuseum

Skanderbeg and the Tower
are on the 1,000 Lek note.




Skanderzlggggﬁseum ,_ Skanc!erbgg M.t{seum __

Reﬁi/ains of the Fatih Sultan
Mehmed Mosque 1481




Kruje Town
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Kl"luje Towngil?
|

to fill each sea
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Thanks for Joining
Our Visit to Albania.

THE END

P pp‘apter{@gmal_lfcom

gf B
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