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Top 20 Cities for International Visitors 2018

1 Bangkok - 22.8 million 11 Seoul -11.3
2 Paris - 19.1 12 Osaka - 10.1
3 London -19.1 13 Makkah (Mecca) - 10.0
4 Dubai - 15.9 14 Phuket - 9.9

5 Singapore - 14.7 15 Pattaya - 9.4

6 Kuala Lumpur - 13.8 16 Milan - 9.1

7 New York - 13.6 17 Barcelona - 9.1

8 Istanbul - 13.4 18 Palma de Mallorca - 9.0
9 Tokyo - 12.9 19 Bali - 8.3

10 Antalya -12.4 20 Hong Kong SAR - 8.2
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Political History of Thailand
— 1238 to 1932 Absolute monarchy. No
parliament.

— 1932 Democratic revolution. First
constitution plus monarchy.

— 1933 Uprisings by communists, poor,
students. Military coup.

— 1932 to today: 20 constitutions each
following military coups.

US has generally supported the military

coups because they brought stability.

The Last Four Thai Kings

| Rama VII 1925-1935. Last absolute monarch
and first constitutional monarch. Constant
fighting with parliament. Abdicated 1935.

Rama VIll Anada Madihol 1935-1946. Became
king as 9-year-old boy living in Switzerland.
Died age 19 of gunshot in palace. Brother
Bhumibol was last person to visit him.

Rama IX Bhumibol Adyuleyej 1946-2016.
Reigned 70 years. Revered.

Rama X Vajiralongkorn. 2016 to present.
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Brief History of Thailand
— Before 1238: Collection of city-states
with their own kings.
— 1238 United by King Sri Indraditya.
— 1238 to 1700s prosperity.
— Ayutthaya is capital. By 1700 largest
city in the world (pop. 1,000,000).
— 1767 Conquered by Burma. =
— 1782 Kingdom reunited.
— King Rama l. 1782-1809
— Bangkok is the capital.

The Thai Monarchy

— Thailand was reunited 1782. Ramall
became first king of current dynasty.

— Kings are revered in Thailand.

— Leése-majesté — offense against the
dignity of a reigning sovereign.

"Whoever defames, insults or threatens

the King, Queen, the Heir-apparent or the

Regent, shall be punished with

imprisonment of three to fifteen years."
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King Rama X

Full royal name: Somdet Phra Boromma-
orasathirat Chao Fa Maha Vajiralongkorn :
Bodindradebayavarangkun Sirikittayasombun-
sawangwat Worakhuttiyarajsantiwong

Mahitalaphong Adulayadet Chakkrina-
resyuppharajvisut Sayammakutratchakuman.

Short royal name: Rama X.

Education: Primary: Thailand. Secondary: UK.
University: Australia. Law Degree: Thailand.

Oldest Thai monarch to ascend to throne: Age 64.

World's wealthiest monarch: US$30-70 billion est.
Current Residence as Thai King: Germany.

Some Facts about Thailand - 1

— Population 72 million (USA 330 million)
— Area 190,000 sq mi (Florlda 66,000 sq mi)
— Ethnic groups 4

— Ethnic Thai 74%
— Thai Chinese 14%

— Others (Malay,
Hill Tribes) 12%
— Capital Bangkok

Tuk-Tuk and Driver, Bangkok

Thai Government Today

Officially: Bi-cameral constitutional
parliamentary monarchy.

2014-2023: Army Commander-in-Chief
(Prayut Chan-o-cha) seized control in
military coup and became “interim”
Prime Minister. Remained 9 years.

Aug 2023: Parliament elected real-

estate developer Srettha Thavisin as PM.

Thailand’s New PM Aug 2023:
Srettha Thavisin
Real estate developer. ,
Billionaire. US Educated: =
— UMass and Claremont MBA. ‘ 4
Strong supporter of
Thailand’s last two private sector PMs:
— Thaksin Shinawatra 2001-2006:
Overwhelmingly elected, but now in
jail in Thailand.

- Yingluck Shinawatra 2011-2014:
Fled to London.

Succession Problem?
— Under Thai law, the monarch
designates his own successor.
— Vajiralongkorn has not done.
— King has 4 estranged sons living
in USA, and one daughter in a coma.
— In August 2023, this son -
suddenly turned up in
Thailand after 27-year
absence. Speculation.

— Money: Thai Baht

B37 = US$H1
— Language: Thai
i Rellglon' !L\leg‘;;zckelgzétween words.

— Buddhism 93%

—Islam 6%
— Others 1%
— Drive on the left

Prayut Chan-o-cha
— Former PM 2014-2023.
— Seized power in 2014
military coup.
— Parliament voted him
out August 2023.
Wikipedia (2023):
"Prayut leads an authoritarian regime in Thailand.
After seizing power, Prayut's government oversaw a
significant crackdown on dissent.... Measures were
implemented to limit public discussions about

democracy and criticism of the government, including
increases in Internet and media censorship.”

Bangkok Facts

— Population: 11 million (metro area 16 mil.)

— Area: 606 sq mi.

— On the Chao Phraya River.
— Many canals throughout Bangkok.

— Flat land: All sea level. Prone to flooding.

— Tropical climate: Mean temperature 82
degrees F 12 months a year.

— Rainy season: May through October.
Other six months very dry and sunny.

— Non-stop flights from USA: None.
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Major Bangkok Hotels Are Mostly
On or Near the Chao Phraya River

Shangri-La
Ibis Riverside
Four Seasons

Ramada Plaza

® Red Dots = Bangkok's Main Tourist Attractions
=== Pyrple Lines = MRT (Subway) + BRT (Skytrain)

= Closed

The good news: Main
attractions are mostly
along the river.

The bad news: MRT
(subway) and BRT
(Skytrain) den't go near
them.

Vimanmek
Ananta Throne Hall

National Art Gallery 5
Royal Barges Museum =y
National Museum — =i}
Smra] Huspital—.ﬁ

Q'Plllar Shrine =

Giant Swing and Wat Suthat
Royal Palace
Wat Po

Siam Museum

Chao Phraya River —-L.

Wat Hua L p! (coffins)

Sathorn
River Boat Stop #1

BANGKOK

Chao Phraya aq‘y?hahirl ol
Water Taxi '

Orange Flag

boats are

qUite USEfUI 9‘;"'Nat|onat Museum ‘:w:m;

for tourists. L Royal Barges

10 Siriraj Hospital
9 Royal Palace Wat Pho
8 Wat Arun + ferry

5 Chinatown

0 Sathorn + Skytrain —— el
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Transportation in Bangkok

Underground subway (MRT) and Elevated Skytrain
(BRT). Very good, but they do not go near many
tourist attractions or hotels. See next slide.

Airport Train: Does not stop near tourist hotels.
Tuk-tuks (Motorized rickshaws): Good, but you

MUST agree on price before you get in.
Taxis: Very good and inexpensive (less than tuk-
tuk). Be sure meter is on.

River boats: Outstanding. Stops near most tourist
attractions. Inexpensive.

Cizi 2oy Weiigr Taud "wfl
{:ﬁ}vsr Farny) :‘t . ‘

3 separate systems!
Separate tickets!

GREEN
MRT = Subway.

ARL = Airport Rail Link.
BROWN

Also: Commuter:

SRT = State Railway of
Thailand. RED

Not convenient to most tourist attractions.
But use BTS or MRT for Chatuchak Market.
ARL not convenient for riverfront hotels.
ARL for other hotels requires transfer(s).
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Transpdrtatlon - R“k =
Taxisa ch%per and Iéss h‘fss!

-(I::-:‘t(-ltr?:nd_o/u’tr LU ~ Bangkok Taxis

— Many colors (green =
and yellow an example).

— Required to turn on s
meter, but some will try for flxed fee.

— Airport to city: About 300 - 400 Baht.
— In town: 35 Baht first 3km.

— Tipping: No, but round up.

— Change: Bring small notes.

Pick-up. Truck
Shared Taxi
Confusing
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Royal Palace
EmeraldiBuddha
1783)

In 1860, Cambodia was under Thai rule. Thai ng

% Rama IV sent 2000 soldiers to dismantle Angkor
and bring it to Bangkok brick by brick. They could
not do it. So Rama IV built this model instead.
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Reclining
Buddha's
feet with
Lauspicious
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Born 1927]
Died 2016
= Reigned 1

Interior of prayer hall
at Wat.Pho

Sightseeing Near the Grand Palace

National Art Gallery
National Museum

Wat Mahatat

City Pillar

Emerald Buddha
Grand Palace

Giant Swing-Golden Mt
Wat Pho —

Siam Museum

Wat Arun
Chinatown

Wat Arun
16th century
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Wat Arun

16thicen Wat Arun

16th century

National Museum collection includes both

artifacts and buildings.

— Thai history gallery.

— Archaeological and art history collections.

— Pre-history gallery.

— Sculptures from 6th to 18th centuries.

— Gold, precious stones, costumes, textiles,
ceramics, ivory, royal transportation, weapons.

— Non-Thai Asian art — especially Indian, Chinese,
Vietnamese, Indonesian, Cambodian.

— Historic buildings moved to museum site
include several relating to Rama |, including
several temples, teak house, and pavilion.

-
useuam
ik
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National Museum

Historic/Wat

Market sections
Clothing & accessories
Handicrafts

Ceramics

Furniture & home decor
Food & beverage
Plants & gardening

Art & galleries
Antiques, collectibles
Misc & used clothing

amA DA,
Aguicultural Product Market

TaVictory M
-~ oy

Chatuchak Weekend Market
Also spelled Jatujak
7am to 6pm Sat. and Sun.
15,000 stalls. 11,500 vendors

4 BTS (Skytrain) Mochit Station
MRT (Subway) Chatuchak Sta.

%,

: 5 7..'
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Chatuchak Weekend Market | | ‘ . B Chatuchak Weekend Marker
' To get there: BTS to Mochit, or [ BT : ~ N st
Skytrain to Chatuchak Park 3 .

World's largest a ost dwerée weekend market.
Over 200,000 s each weekend.

v
s —| - W
Chatuchak Weekend Market s 1

-2 N

S . ‘dl < e frnf
WU : - : S J
%E%E ak.Weekend Market ’ - Chatuchak Weekend Market!
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Greater Bangkok has 200 miles of canals.

Some mansions alongside. Many poor stilt houses.
Originally canals provided cheap transport.

Today they are mostly a quaint bit of history.

R

| Beozii Trig | Canal Boat Trip. -

Czlrizl 3 :
\ Asian Water Monitor

ik rlousas

Internet Photo
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Every kid in the world does a
science project about the planets! =
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Chaomae Thapthim
Shrine, Nonthaburi
Joss Sticks
Fortune Telling

You must ask
one yes-no
questio,

Example #17: "
unsuccessful...
Outstanding debts
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Chinatown
Coffins for sale

Smithsonian

4 Why Does the Durian Fruit Smell So

Chinatown - Bangkoﬂ"
Chua Tute Temple =,
4 15 \I [ 1§58 !
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Buddha.

So Thai'year is
Western year
+ 543.

2017 + 543 =
2560.

" S"aq-Ching 4
%‘Negﬁr_theg

Museum;of Sia y gl p A et e
19th century: A o B - A,-Jyumpgl.y
Former _governmentbuilti 5, RONTENESAThOlic

Created in 2007 to teach the national identity and | :
&= history of the people of Thailand, and their
relationships with neighboring cultures.

Assumption Cathedral
Bangkok, 1919
Bangrak (Sathorn)
District
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Certificate for i/ 4/3160
Coffin Donation T : March 4, 2560
= Vi

Donating a coffin fi ) 1 d mp]?un%

Glue paper onto'¢

l
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Wat Saket
Dates from
Ayutthaya Era

At the base of
the Golden
Mount

Wat Saket 9 X6, 50 Golden Mount

" i ) Wat Saket
Effi f fi :
He;%yn(fl)on?(rmer ¢ ’ d @) | Artificial hill

The mound was the result ;
of a failed attemptto.  s0u -
build a giant stupa

in early 1800s.

It collapsed and

left a small l/")

Wat Ratchanadda 184
(AEAr.Golden bt
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Wat Suthat *
Buddha.lmages

Thai Cuisine
— Aromatic

— Spicy

— Sour or sweet
— Salty

— Bitter

Oh yes - did | mention spicy?

Wikipedia:

"Seven of Thailand's popular dishes appeared on the list
of the 'World's 50 Most Delicious Foods (Readers’ Pick)'
— a worldwide online poll of 35,000 people by CNN
Travel. Thailand had more dishes on the list than any
other country.”
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Thai Roasted Chicken

Torm ' UpiCiecile
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Taro Ginkgo Pie
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Why didn’t the Thais rebuild Ayutthaya?

1. Too far in the hinterlands for defense purposes.
2. Too far from sea transport for commerce.

So in 1768, the Thai King made Thonburi (north
part of today’s Bangkok) the new capital.

In 1782 King Rama | moved the

capital to Bangkok (called
Rattanakosin at that time).
Rama | was first monarch of the
dynasty that continues to rule
Thailand today.

¢OOD-PARK

\

B’Jwr q@ocks in Thailand
Ayutthaya

About 80km north of Bangkok.

Settled 1300s.

Became a huge and prosperous trading city.

By 1700, population of Ayutthaya was 1,000,000.

— Largest city in the world!
— Bigger than London, Paris, Rome.

Ayutthaya was a warring state. Conquered many surrounding
regions, including Sukkothai, Chiang Mai, Cambodia, Laos,
and Malaysia.

Ayutthaya and Burma had many wars.
Finally Burma conquered Ayutthaya 1767.
— Ayutthaya was completely destroyed.
— Ruins are now a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
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Bang Pa-in Royal Palace (Summer Palace)

— In Ayutthaya
Province.

— Built 1632.

— Fell into ruins
in mid-1700s.

— Restored
late 1800s.

— Still used by
Royal Family
for special
occasions.
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