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Japan Brief History (1 of 2)

600 BC: Japan united (loosely) as
single country. Regional warfare.
1500 AD: Europeans arrived.
International trade began.

1603-1867: Edo period. Isolation from
rest of world. Tokugawa Shoguns
rather than Emperor.

1867: Civil War. Shogunate ended.
Emperor restored (Meiji Restoration).

Head of government:
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida
Since October 4, 2021

— The leader of the majority
party or majority coalition
in the House of
Representatives usually
becomes prime minister.

— Cabinet: Prime Minister appoints.

Some Facts UNITED STATES
Capltal Washington, DC
Area 145,000 sq Whole USA:
miles 3,718,000 sq mi
Florida: 66,000 sq mi

Population 123,000,000 330,000,000
Florida: 22,000,000

States 47 Prefectures 50 States
Language Japanese English

President/ Fumio Kishida Joe Biden
Prime Min. (Since 2021) (Since 2021)

Japan Brief History (2 of 2)

1867-1890s: Modernization. Industry.
1890s-1945: Wars with neighbors —
China, Russia, Korea, Vietnam, even
USA (Pearl Harbor). Defeated in WW2.
1950s-1980s: Strong economic growth.
1900s-2000s: Economic slowdown.

Since 2010: Slow recovery. Ageing
population.

Japan also has an Emperor.
Emperor Naruhito.

— Hereditary.

— Succeeded his father who abdicated
on April 30, 2019.

— Powers are ceremonial.
— No power in running the government.

— Defined in Japan's Constitution as "the
symbol of the state and the unity of the
people”.
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Emperor Naruhito and Former Emperor
Empress Masako Akihito

Reigned 1989
to 2019
Now retired.

Japanese Money

The YEN
Symbol is: ¥
About Yen=1Us$ (@ X

G/

So this —

note is

Japan Median Age: population.un.org/wpp/
Historical: PI‘OjeCtiOI’l: Implications (Examples):
(EEE IR I k1) Y Il | — Economy general: Labor
1960 24.8 2040 53.0 |EESrhdiiien
1970 28.2 2050 53.6 [INPNERAN N

1980 31.6 (fewer workers).
1990 36.9 — Increased health-care

and pension costs
2000 40.7 (34% of Japan's 2023

2010 44.2 national budget).

— Increased dependency

2020 48.0 on carers.
2023 491 — Migration.
—#2 in world after Monaco

- USA = 38.1

Economy

GDP: $5.1 Trillion (#4 after US,
China, India).

Public Debt: 216% of GDP (#2
after Greece) (USA 126%, #11).
Energy: Nearly 100% dependent
on foreign energy (oil, gas, etc).

Industrial Production Growth:
2020 was —4.2%.

Bicameral Parliament (Diet):

House of Councillors:

— 242 seats.

— 6-year terms, half renewed
every 3 years.

House of
Representatives:
— 465 seats.

— 4-year terms.

Religion in Japan

“Religion does not play a big role in the
everyday life of most Japanese people
today.” www.japan-guide.com

Wikipedia: “Less than 40% of the
population of Japan identifies with an
organized religion”. Of that 40%:

— 35% Buddhism (imported from China).
— 3% to 4% Shinto (developed in Japan).
— 1% to 2% Christianity.

Japan’s Ageing Population

- 29% of people over age 65 (2022).

— 2nd highest in world (after Monaco).
— USA 17%.

Due to ageing population, Japan
actually sells more adult diapers than
kids’ diapers.

9 of the 20 oldest people in the
world are Japanese.

Nikkei 225 Index

Major economic slowdown 1990-2013.
Still has not recovered.

High

Dec 89:

38,957

Low

Mar 09:

7,005

Nov 2023:
32,568
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| /g Kagoshima Bay
29 nicknamed "Naples - 9
I an.  we Bay" by locals =4
Sengan-en
@ x\w‘ . @
o+ Ferry =
% / Sakurajima
g e g —plg - _Island |
W S % /Volcano 2
Kag;shm!a : T et Lava from 1914
, eruption
Cuty S ;\,/cone\ected island
= ¢ *e . — oeuto mainland

SdKUTA)INTEWOI G

Qs 2l Bk 1 sGiggosnime Hay
2 milas uif sGigosnimel,
GOIYHETIV

Erupiing coniinuously

sincs 1933

- Height 3,665 feet.
Clrcumference 30 mlles

Sakurajimal
LONEIOTANEINOSTECUYVENDICANOESANTENERVOTIU S

V01CanodISCOVETYICOT]
SEITSTECoTded eruption

Connected the island to the mainia

— Since then eruptions 1935, 1938, 1939
1941, 1942, 1946, 1948, 1950, and contmuously
every 4 to 24 hours since 1955.

— Early March 2018 so much-ashithat Kagoshima
Airport was closed for two days

akurajima Island; most @1@1}:11’915 iy
t,."c‘('ake'a circular View fromiRarastyima,
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Five Best Museums in Kagoshima
1. Museum of the Meiji Restoration.

2. Sengan-en, Shimazu clan gardens
and museum of industrial revolution.

3. Reimeikan, Kagoshima Prefectural
Center for Historical Material
[sounds dull but isn't!].

4. Kagoshima City Museum of Art.

5. Kagoshima City Aquarium
[museum?].

Saigo Takamori, from
Kagoshima, was a Samurai
leader of the revolutionaries
who, in the 1860s, overthrew
the warlords and restored the
Emperor.
But then he had a change of
heart and led the Satsuma
Rebellion (1877) against the
Emperor (it failed, he died).

il Takamori is revered in
Kagoshima today.

Theatre where two major stories about the Meiji
Restoration are told with video and animatronics.

-
Show #1: “The Roado the Restoration”.
Events:and battles¥civil war) in 1850s-1870s
't atiled to overthrow of Shogun warlords
g retirning Emperor to power in 1868.
1868 Emperor was only 16 years old.

Show #2#In 1865, 19 tude sfromsats

Goal: Bring Western

“dapan. Folk heroes today:
e
A o

~In. 18]68 after 250"
warlords, revolif

S
Abatasini e
— Industrial revolution came toJapan.

— Japan opened to foreign trade. q, 8 :
—Internal dlsagreements about how open to'bef™

| —
rs of isolation|dnd:rule by

‘ﬂzﬁwarlord =3
n
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This tore is one of th Bic Cémera chain.
Two other major chains of electronics stores
all over Japan: Yodobashi and Yamada Denki.

&TEJ, Statio@arpusél Sushi Reﬂﬁ"’?" e Examples’ taurants in AMU'Plaza Mall;,
g colors deterrhi_n@ﬂ e = 7 Plastic food shows menusand prices.
. - ;

Many verle‘ffgs of Uapar?e:se\food C'hPITese
: i ian,! _‘u gers and bl;_}za f

themenu 7
(.fy‘aurem X
Japanes—eﬁh‘b A

sushi move
along
conveyor
belt

o -
- ,P'fihees tgdtheth Museum #2: Sengan-en
e B Japanese garden attached to a former Shlmazu
clan residenceliin’Kagoshima.

¥Shimaz lvic reformers and |ndu5tr|3||5t5; ;

esidence and gardens were _begun 1658.
—iUNESCO World Heritage Site.-
-=Great views of Sakurajima=+"
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Shimazu Family Home'Interior =

1 I
!

n, gphﬁ,g Kagosﬁilﬁ
cé}ﬁé*’g‘rﬁ's;s b

Fate is ¥,,1‘70I per-rid

Wi e ;
hangerequired. f}%ere
n athine if'neI 1] — I )

ESSTBRSRTR0 tourist

== ¥600 for all'day.on/off. mﬁuses

and trams too.
— Or ¥190 for single ride.

Best way to get to Sengan-en, Mt Shiroyama, & Nanshu
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Cute little seat in the elevator
in my hotel in Kagoshima.
| even tried it once or twice.

Then one day | read
~ the sign right
above the seat.

menion"
%l’en i

wBdsed on
e -

sive te
i

I\iot just ass Emergency
TOILET |i~.@ce SPaNGke

; ZhIRBH - - -
In case of emergency *
CO [EVHEF] 3. F205 10
CEEM sLTemTa%T,
S ﬁﬂ KIFEEAS T~
EEREED) s Rwancuxy,

This EV chair can be used as a toilet for
Emergency sit
= °! y uation. Emergency items such

S\was the one in my room.
‘ hic... washing,

BEb thopr EF

EREE
Yolok:
: m:-mu -8R ‘,\J“

g.----‘ﬁ n"'\_)@

femergency lightKeollet paser B
andCEERETD are also Y

installed in this chaijr.

o :
Take City View (Tourist) Bus to Mt Shiroyama View ofiSaKurajimalfromNanshujCemetery,

VIEWNTOMIVIE
SHiroyamsa

‘_ Cemelery, Mt & Shlroy buridl place; for Sa|go
Takamori and 2,022 others who in 1877, fought the new
Imperial army tostry to get the shoguns back in power.

{-a}m-ai,u 1 UJ 5t _Jm

Museum #3: Reimeikan,

Kagoshima Prefectural

Center for Historical
Material
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imeikah Museur Kagoshima Prefectural
kA N B Wildlife, plants, ecology
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Kago|shlma ccturalgiius Terukuni Shrine, 1864
Local crabSial te R Shinto
: 5
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Wedding at Eerukuni Shrine, Kagoshima ,
! WMER:

i br

™ \N€ display is changed each season.
O UTPTISINYICO1 ECHOTE OTE ST S TP MESERCILY]

bout Our Collection

B Works by Artists from Kagoshima

KURODA Seiki, FUJISHIMA Takeji, WADA Eisaku,
HASHIGUCHI Goyo, ANDQ Teru. NIIRO Chunosuke, etc.

pressionism to Contemporary Western Art
Claude MONET, Pablo PICASSO, Salvador DALI,
assily KANDINSKY, August RODIN, etc.
Paintings of Mt. Sakurajima
Satsuma ware and Satsuma Kiriko cut glass
In"addition to these, collection also includes works
by Cezanne, Renoir, Matisse, Utrillo, Ernst, Sisley,
and Warhol.

T S i

Museum #5: Kagoshima City Aquarium

Next to Ferry Pier
¥1,500 -- worth it!

: _ - = [
M@;}iﬂu SHOWKIT }QQM}U Acjieidyysn, Ek
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Gredt Water Tank at Kagoshima City Aquarium

Bus from Kagoshlma Chuo Station (Platform 16) ) ?;:’.
to Chlran Kamikaze Peace Museum ;
g drive, ¥950 fare

The Museum is controversial.

It tries to tell the personal stories
of the suicide pilots — their
comments and their families.

But some say the museum
glorifies and endorses suicide as
a tactic of war. And honors
aggression rather than
condemning it.
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TAKAMATSU

— Because of its strategic
importance, bombed and
80% destroyed in WW2.

— Today several bridges from
Shikoku Island to Honshu.

— Home of Udon (fat noodles).

— #1 sightseeing attraction is
Ritsurin Koen — landscaped

feudal garden from 1600s.

ShintodlempleaniChiran
Ju hu WELLS Ium VMiuseum ito; si:mur_ﬂ
R

o NIGENTUNY IS aAMUraib OUSEERGIITAT

Hokkaido

Vs
‘wﬂemn ¥

NORTH KOREA

Taka IJ.J,DJS B o

U s,

H"da Mtg

BTokyo
5 Ty
b g Pacific Ocean

Witshikoku 420 miles
SW of Tokyo

an Trench

Jap:

Local transportation:

— Two train companies have
lines with a number of stops
within Takamatsu.

— Local bus system.

— Intercity trains.

— Ferries to nearby islands
and to Honshu.

— Taxis (expensive).
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Takamatsu Castle
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Ritsurin Koen Garden O
Buildings date to early 17th century «=
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RitsuriniKoen Garde
Takamatsu

Ritsurin KoensGarden_
2 Koi

City Centre
Takamatsu
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Many Ioca'l agsqs but very few
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at one time. e
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MM AKANTdISUN RVENTRORWOIOTISCTIS B
PUDCHOATIINETAISWATCT IO LNFIOUSESRVI LT
Separatepuaae ections for nienEny;
OTEn Y ouk et naked, shower/scruldgand:
‘ HOTINObIs which are mostly
utdoors in a cﬁlrtyard =

Problem was t@’the weatﬁer was just a

couple of.degr above freezm'g';_ SO you .E.
- hurry outdoorsmd qmckly‘ﬁb‘into the hot

Water. At B’hsén #2 snowﬂa'kes ’T/vere h|tt|ng
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Entrance gate to-Yashima Temple """
~(Yashima-ji)

Main Hall of Yashlma Temple Viewingplatformisiaifewminutes uph
fromiheNemplenGreativiews of,
P RATNESUENARTIESEd

¥
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O-mikujiare fortune papers‘dfawi]
Japay;nese temple Fortune can reigte éto
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Yen (US$3).

HAVEND)]
RIUERITYLG

BRFDED
ERAELEEAD

Sijpermaﬂm't'in;l’-a‘kamatsu,f,
_ i

ror
;}E‘

RS S R oG SRR N

)

Takamatsu NMUSENEOTFA
BeautifullbuildingSUgImies
collection.

\3: o

PN E S (B
/\

Fdpt

FE

TR N RS RS R Bee, T

R

¥

i
I'¢

»
o

SRR R

SORLWR R T e
ES

e T SRS S Yy
e R T Sy

e

Yo o o

SR TR IRG e DR e
T

5 BB S,

TR ONY TLIRS LSEM  F
T T T AR eiw e

Sy

Page: 17/23




Ferry to Shodoshima Island
(an unplanned trip because we missed
the ferry to Ogojima)
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HIROSHIMA
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Genbaku Dome ' Atomic bombings killed:
Only building left #7718 90,000—146,000 in Hiroshima and
i e 2 39,000-80,000 in Nagasaki

In contrast, deaths from Japan's
invasion of China, French Indo-
China, Dutch East Indies, Korea,
Indonesia, Philippines, Malaya:

— Direct war deaths: 5,000,000.

— War-related famine and disease:
20,000,000 to 30,000,000.

Deaths from Japan's invasions in
East Asia 1931-1945
[ [Total deaths military and civilian

Directly due |Due to war plus

to war war-related famine M IYAJ I MA
10,000,000 to| 15,000,000 to

12,000,000 20,000,000

300,000 2,400,000 to IS L AN D
4,000,000

000,000
2,000,000

Japan 2,500,000 to 2,500,000 to
3,100,000 3,100,000

.
R

"Mlyajimaﬂman

B

. Ferry from Hiroshima to Miyajima Il

Aboutjone‘hour

= = :7“':3.'!" .
TR e
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