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When: One hour before sunrise to one hour
after sunset.

Admission: Free. Don’t walk dogs even on
leashes.

What: 12 miles of hiking and biking on
nature trails, including a 1,500-foot
boardwalk with wheelchair access.

The trails are actually old logging tram
roads.

Alligators likely, otters, deer, more. Lots of
birds, including songbirds, raptors, barred
owls, and kites.
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Crew Bird Rookery Swamp Trail

(CREW = Corkscrew Regional Ecosystem
Watershed)

Website: https:/icrewtrust.org/bird-rookery
-swamp-trail/

Where: 1295 Shady Hollow Blvd W, Naples

34120.

Get There: Immokalee Road then left
(shortly past County Fair Grounds) on
Shady Hollow Blvd. On the right shortly
after Shady Hollow becomes gravel.
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from Lake Washington in Brevard County.
Florida record for weight: 1,043 pound (13 feet 10"
inch) male from Orange Lake in Alachua County.

Enjoy your visit

©
Before you start walking on the trail, read...
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Sharing the Trail with Alligators

® American Alligator (Alligator mississippiens)

cAlfion

The walking of
dogs and pets
is not
recommended
along the trail
due to the

presence of

CREW Bird Rookery Swamp Trail
From Parking to Boardwalk

Feeding alligators is
dangerous and illegal.

To report fish and wildlife violations,
call 888-404-3922
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If you look into the Cypress Trees, about half
way up, you will notice what looks like a nest.
Although it looks like a nest, it’s actually a
tree mutation called Witches’ Broom.

There are a variety of ways this can happen
and one of the most common is by &

bacterium called phytoplasma. This kind <%/
of bacteria is carried from plant to plant by
sap-sucking insects. When a plant gets

infected by the phytoplasma, the hormones
that control the growth are interrupted

This causes the uncontrolled growth of the .
branches to produce  deformed mass of

twigs that appear similar to a witch’s broom.

The plant will not get bigger in the area

affected, creafing the odd nest-like growth,

Trails are' used'
"y as:well as hikers
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The walking of |
dogs and pets
is not
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due to the
presence of

Be cautious when you see a |
_ juvenile. Mama is always
' nearby watching.
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Bald Cypress Trees

— Coniferous (cones).

— Leaves are needle-like.

— Deciduous: Leaves turn
brown and fall each autumn.

— Called “bald” because (unusually for
conifers) the leaves fall, leaving tree bald.

— Flood and swamp tolerant.

— Huge: Up to 150 feet tall. Trunk diameter
up to 10 feet (occasionally much bigger).

— Typically live 600 years, sometimes 1,000.
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