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What: 50 acre wetlands.

— 3,500-foot boardwalk over the eastern
side of the park.

— Plus trails and six lookout pavilions
around the lakes in the western side of
the park.

— 2,500 square foot Education Center.

— Freedom Memorial — tribute to the lives
lost on 9/11/01 in the terrorist attacks
and to the heroes of past and present

wars.
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Freedom Park
Website: https://www.collierparks.com/
Where: 1515 Golden Gate Pkwy, Naples.

Just east of the intersection of Golden
Gate Parkway and Goodlette-Frank Road.

When: Daily 7am to sunset.
Education Center 9am to 10pm Mon-Sat.

Admission: Free.

Wildlife | have seen there include:

— Birds: Anhingas, egrets, various
kinds of herons, gallinules,
woodpeckers, limpkins.

— Reptiles: Alligators, turtles, frogs,

iguanas, snakes.
— Others: Blue crabs, marsh rabbits,
raccoons.

Park website also claims:
— Armadillos, otters.

Freedom Park Education Center
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Common Gallinule
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Growing Freedom Park
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Swamp Buggy

In 1918-1919, combining parts from a
Model-T Ford and a bucket seat from a
WW 1 airplane, Ed Frank created the.

I first swamp buggy. Over the years. he
improved his design using airplane fires
and incorporating four-wheel drive with
interlocking front and rear wheels.

L This photo appeared on the front page
B of the Collier County News in 1948 and
\ signified the birth of the Swamp Bugay
| Races. Left to right Paul Frank (Ed's
son), Henry Espentaub (Ed's brother-in-
L law), Ed Frank & Roy W. Smith (Naples
* longest serving mayor from 1346 t0 1960).
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Most common Florida

crab. Edible. Found
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waters. Both salt and fresh water. et

Season: Year round.

Limit: Roughly 20 a day. Some
restrictions. Free on-line license.
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Freedom Memorial: Tributelto thedives lost
on 9/11/01 in the terrorist attacks and to the
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