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Koreshan State Park
Website: www.floridastateparks.org/
parks-and-trails/koreshan-state-park

Where: 3800 Corkscrew Rd., Estero
FL 33928.

Get There: Just west of US-41 at
Corkscrew Road.

When: Open daily. Park 8am to
sunset. Historic village 8am to 5pm.
Admission: $5 per car. Or annual
pass.

What: Village was the home of a unique
and eccentric pioneer group of 200
people that chose to live on the banks of
the Estero River.

In 1893, the Koreshans, a religious sect
founded by Dr. Cyrus R. Teed, moved
here. They built a settlement based on a
commitment to communal, celibate living.

The enterprising Koreshans established a
farm, nursery and botanical gardens.

Koreshans’ Main Beliefs

— Cellular Cosmogony (Hollow Earth Theory):
Earth is contained within a concave sphere.

— Immortality: People will not die. They are
reborn.

— Celibacy: To attain immortality, abstain
from any sexual conduct.

— Collectivism: Community ownership of all
property. Work without pay.

— Cyrus Teed as Messiah: Teed claimed to
be the 'seventh’ messianic leader (Jesus
was the sixth).

Local people were unfriendly and
hostile because of the Koreshans'
religious, scientific and cultural beliefs.
The sect did not propogate.

Membership began to decline after Dr
Teed died in 1908. In 1961, the four
remaining members deeded 305 acres
of their land to the State of Florida as a
park and memorial.

On National Register of Historic Places.

1922 News Story About the Koreshans
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'KORESHANS BELIEVE  [os "
EARTH IS HOLLOW i
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| Triumphant, was the creation of Dr.

The earth is hollow.
Sun is at its center.
We live inside the
earth, not on it.
Cyrus Teed is the
promised Messiah.

Koreshan State Park
has 11 immaculately
restored historic
buildings erected by
the Koreshans between
the late-19th and early-
20th centuries.

There is an interpretive
center with education
materials, including

a video.

Cyus R Teed
Alias "Koresh"

Welcome to
Koreshan State Park

The Koreshan Unity was a religious communal society that believed in universal
education and social equality for all individuals.

The above image depicts the Koreshan settlement as it appeared in the early 1900’s.

Koreshan State Park and the Florida Park Service seek to preserve
and interpret this unique period of early Florida history.
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Welcome to the Koreshan Unity Settlement

“IN THE NAME OF HUMANITY"

==Koresh

Dr. Cyrus Read ‘Teed, Founder of the Koreshan
Unity and President of the Koreshan Umversny
of Chicago, @ established in 1893 'his “College
of [Life” in Estero, [Florida, as'a cooperative
community in the spirit of Christ's’ teaching

“We live inside the World," the Koreshans
believe,. as the Earth is the Universe,  with
life and the celestial bodies and  spheres
manifest. inside the Worldl @ Measurements =of
the concave curvature of the Earth were
derived by the Koreshan Geodetic Staff in
1897 at Naples. .
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Koreshans' Hollow Earth Theory

"The sun is an invisible electromagnetic battery
revolving in the universe's center on a 24-year
cycle. Our visible sun is only a reflection, as is
the moon."

New Store - 1920
Only store'between

Store front is on US-41




1902-1926

The Koreshan Unity
General Stores

W
opted to build
now US 41

Dining Hall (1897/1898-1949)

= s threa-sto xldmg served as the settlement dining hall and
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Dr Cyrus Teed
1906




In the early‘ZOth century; the Koreshans

Founder's House*=*1896 * : ] ?
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Koreshan IntéTpFetTrE Cente
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Koreshan Unity Settlement
Lillian "Vesta" Newcom
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In 1893, the Koreshans, a religious sect
founded by Dr. Cyrus R. Teed. moved here
Communal living and a belief that the universe -
existed on the ‘inside of the earth were -
among the distinctive features ' of their
doctrine. Living celibate lives, the industrious
Koreshans established a farm, nursery, and
botanical garden. Their cultural activities
included art and music. In 196], the surviving
members of the settlement presented their
property to_L th?mState of Florida.

¥

Members of the Koreshan Unity ‘ Celibacy was a central Koreshanic doctrine.

Fascinated by Koreshan? Visit the

Florida State Library website:
www.floridamemory.coml/learn/

exhibits/koreshan/

MENU (Partial): Inside the Hollow Earth Cashing In

Overview The New Jerusalem Brawl in Fort Myers

Origins Followers A New Era
Millennial Fervor and Becoming Koreshan Spreading the Word
Utopian Communalism  Working Together Support
Burned-Over District Building a Utopia On Their Soapbox
Teed’s lllumination Koreshan Estero Publications
Koresh Koreshans at Work Satellite Branches




