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What: Waterfront park 1 mile E of I-75.
Up-close views of non-captive
manatees in season (mid-Dec-Mar).
Manatees come in search of warm
water in winter when temp in Gulf of
Mexico is below 68° F (20° C).

Warm water in Manatee Park comes
from the Florida Power and Light
power plant across the street.

Also: Public kayak launch and rental.
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Range: Shallow,
coastal areas and

rivers. Caribbean,
Gulf of Mexico,
Amazon, W. Africa.

Propeller Scars (Paul Photo)

Main causes of death: Human-
related issues — starvation due to
habitat destruction and collision
with human objects.

Manatee Park — Lee County

Website: www.leegov.com
Iparks/parks/manateepark

Where: 10901 Palm Beach Blvd.
(SR-80), Fort Myers, FL 33905.

When: 8 am to Sunset, 7 days.
Get There: 1-75 Exit 141 - SR-80.
Admission: Free.

A few miles east on SR-80 you can
also visit:

Roosters Farm Stand: Local
veggies. Alligator meat!

Caloosahatchee Regional Park:
www.leegov.com/parks/parks/crp
Hiking. Mountain biking. Kayaking.

Alva Country Diner: Lunch & dinner.

Manatees:
Large, aquatic,
herbivorous
mammals.

Size: Around
13 feet |ong (can Calf with Mother (Internet Photo)
be up to 15 feet).

Weight: Around 1,300 pounds
(can be up to 3,900 pounds).
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Don't worry, they have meat And, of course, chocolate peanut-
loaf at the AlyaICOUNLRADI butter pie _
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