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What: Traces the settlement of Marco
from Calusa (500 AD), to Spanish, to
Seminoles (and Seminole Wars), to
permanent settlement in 1870.

From there, the museum covers Marco's
agricultural history (fishing, clamming,

and pineapple farming), growth of the
village (early 20th c), and major property
development (1920s and again beginning
in 1960s).

On exhibit is the famous Key Marco Cat:
one of the most remarkable and influential
discoveries in Northamerican archaeology.
On loan from Smithsonian.

Wooden. Carved by Calusa.

Cat statuette, less than 6” high.

Estimated to have been made

500 to 1,500 years ago.

Discovered 1896.

Exhibition includes other

Pre-Columbian artifacts.

Marco Island Historical Museum
One of Five Collier County Museums
Website: www.colliermuseums.com

Where: 180 South Heathwood Drive,
Marco Island.

Get There: Collier Blvd (SR-951) to
Marco Is. South on Bald Eagle Dr.

Becomes Heathwood Dr. Museum is on

right across from Marco Library.
When: Tuesday-Sat 9am to 4pm.
Admission: Free.

From Naples

Marco Island Collier Blvd
Historical N
Museum
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Brief History of Marco Island

500 AD: Calusa Indians arrived. Possibly

descendants of the Mayans (Yucatan).

Mid-1500s: Spanish explorers arrived. By
mid-1700s Calusa were wiped out or fled.

Late 1700s: Creek Indians arrived from
Georgia and Alabama. (Later renamed
Seminoles.)

1816 to 1858: 3 Seminole Wars vs US Army.

Most Seminoles wiped out or fled.
1845: Florida statehood.
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1870: First permanent settler William Collier
arrived. Village of Marco founded.

1896: Old Marco Inn opened by Colliers. Still
stands.

1912: Ferry service to Marco began.

1920s: Barron Collier bought large amount of
land. Incorporated Marco as Collier City.
Development rush began. But failed in Great
Depression. 1957 name reverted to Marco.
1938: First bridge to Marco (Goodland).
1960s: Mackell Bros. bought most of Barron
Collier’s land. Development took off.
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Museum has extensive history of the Calusa
and.other-early_native Marco Island people
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The Calusa
Carved Wood
Marco Cat

Dated Between
500 and 1500 AD.
Discovered 1896.

Only6 Inches Tall

What happened to the Calusa?

1. 1513 Spanish explorers (Ponce de Leon

etc) arrived in SW Florida.

— Weapons easily defeated the Calusa.
Took land and took Calusas as slaves.

— Brought diseases (smallpox, measles,
typhus) that were fatal to Calusa.

2. Early 1700s Creek and Yemasee Indians
(now known as Seminole) invaded from
Alabama and Georgia. Conquered Calusa.

That was the end of the Calusa.
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Frank Cushing - Smithsonian Archaeologist
and ‘Anthropologist - Discovered the Cat

Marco During
the US Civilj|

Artist's rendering of a Cuban fishing rancho. Image )
by Merald Clark. Courtesy of the Florida Museum  bling these palmetto-thatched huts in Florida. Image
of Natural History. courtesy of the State Archives of Florida.

The Civil War
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During the Civil War, Marco was a hiding place
for Confederate "Blockade Runners" who tried
to get supplies to Confederate troops.
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Envelope

October 27,1947 =
Stamped envelope sent from Mrs.
R.M. Bowers, Collier City (Marco
Island), Florida. The Collier City
postmark (right) is on the reverse.
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] Adlantic Coast Line Railroad
N 1927. oo December 31, 1930
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Collier City (Marco Island).
Atlantic Coast Line Railroad
This Atlantic Coast Line Railroad

schedule includes a stop in Collier
City (Marco Island).

W.D. Collier opened the Marco Hotel in 1896. Image courtesy !
of the State Archives of Florida.
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4 The Mackle Brothers first visited Marco in 1962 Wartinigue % Tho Viager VORI || he Anchorage
In 1964 they bought Barron Collier's land and ‘ =y = e
announced a $500 million planned community. e
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