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What: In 1927, two rival railroads rolled
into Naples within 10 days of each other.
Set in Naples’ restored 1927 Seaboard Air
Line Railway and Atlantic Coast Line
passenger station, the Naples Depot
Museum explains how rail transportation

helped to conquer a vast and seemingly
impenetrable frontier.

Passenger service ended 1971. Freight
service ended 1930s.

Depot: National Register of Historic
Places.
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Temporarily Closed Due to Hurricane lan Damage

Naples Depot Museum —1 of 5 Collier
County Museums

Website: www.colliermuseums.com

Where: 1051 Fifth Ave South at 10th St,
Naples 34102.

Get There: One block east of US-41
downtown.

Admission: Free. Tues-Sat 9am to 4pm.

Same site: Naples Train Museum
(private): $8 adult, $4 kids. Fri and Sat.
10am to 2pm.

Naples Depot Museum includes:

— Railroad memorabilia, photos,
artefacts, interactive exhibits.

— Restored rail cars.

— Seminole dugout canoes.

— Mule wagon.

— Antique swamp buggy.

— Old cars.

Museum is about the history of Naples
in general, not just railroading.
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Tools Used in HOOls Used in
Building the Fort

Myers to Naples ers-to-Na Ies——
Railroad Line ailfoad Lmz ta

FLORIDA

CUBA — AUGUSTA —SOUTH
Atlantic Coast Line

The Standard Railway of the South.
»  Four Pullman Trains Daily

Leaving New York, from New Penn. R. R, Terminal,
10:16'A M. 1.26 P. M. 3.38 P. M. 9.30 P. M.

The ACL uitimately reached Everglades City by absorbing the 14-mile-long
by John Roach and Walter Langford in 1914 to haul grapefruit to market. A
on rail wheels served as the locomotive.

Barron Collier had the track straightened and rebuilt for the Atlantic Coast Line
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39t cefiury and eary 20th contury,thefo were mors than
4 foss the country. Today, less than
LTSI IR e o couney. Today, less than
or left 1o slowly decay.

Qnce one of the most important and architecturally prominent
buildings in town, by the early 1970s the obsolete a
da«ennmmg 'Napies Depot had baon reduced 1o srvin ing as a
building supply warehouse and second-hand furniture store.

The Naples Depot was planned and built as a

combination” station to handle heavy freight as well
as passengers. Railroad box cars were loaded with
barrels of iced fish, tomatoes, citrus and other
focally-grown produce through the single loading door
located on the east side of this room.

Although its days as a working railroad station were clearly

Fong forever, in 1973 a committee from the Nlp 's Jaycees
led by local residents Emilio Galagarza and H

Cnnmngnlm  spearheaded a grassroots effort

o rescue the
run-down Na destruction. Allho«gh listed on
Although the station remained closed during World the wuﬂqlon: N-ﬂo--l Register of Historic Places on
War ll, on Saturday nights the Atlantic Coast Line f’;’l’;"‘ Mmber 10, 1974, the Depot's fate 4o rom remained uncertain until
Ral n a group of concerned ci
'Southmi Heritage, Inc., h.M II'I'JdMM a mml% 000
stationed nearby at the Naples Army Alr Field. It was [t =
T T e ST 5w
soldiers s lokingly referred 10 as “the gigantic town o
Naples.
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10 hokp propars rerestumente ot the troops and
decorate fishing nets and paper

was added to
the Depot with
cut-outs. Music was.
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In 1979, a
of the original building 1o serve as an art
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of Swatl Town Ameriozra wherever yo may be:
¢ tuow ye that on this Tlet day of April, 1971,
, did board

v Baes oot P B o for Lo, Fioride, and ecing an
era of foréy-five yeare of passenger rail service to Naples, Florida.
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Neples® the aforementioned mbject ie dily qualified as an espert in Viooomotrivialyeia”,
@ new soience coneived for the express purpose of this certificate.
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Segregation .gdhtinuedu til-the early 49505

THE
— 3 TRAIN DEPOT ~J

Buack Passencer WaITING Room

Strict segregation laws applied fully to all railroad

nger
‘south of the Mason-Dixon Line. This room was
originally used as a separate waiting area, restroom,
and ticket counter for African American passengers
]  arriving or departing Naples.

‘The practice of separating railroad passengers by race
originated in the early 1800s in the northern states

in . At
first, Southern blacks were permitted to ride in coach
‘with white passengers, provided they paid the full fare.
After the Civil War, racial segregation of train
passengers ended in the North but continued in the
‘South where it was mandated and enforced by state
[ “vim Crow” laws.

The first peoplejcamejtolSWEIoriday

10,000 years,ago..Mastodons,wer.

The Calusa Indians lived in SW Florida from at least

the 15th century. In early 18th century, Creek Indians

(aka Seminole) invaded from Georgia and Alabama.

The Calusa either were killed or fled by early 19th c.
" Below are Calusa artefacts from Naples area.

Seminoles

R

!,' eotMus s
MUCHIVIorethanJust Railroads.

N i |
NaplestArea Relics 8,000 Years-Old

Mastodon teethaumammoth
teeth, bison.bones, arrowheads.

Seminoles




Settlement of Naples

1874: First white settler was Roger
Gordon. (Gordon Pass, etc.). Until
road from Fort Myers opened 1914,
only way into Naples was by boat.
1876: Naples’ first year-round
residents John and Madison Weeks.

1881: Hamilton Disston purchased 4 m|II|on acres
of FIorlda Iand f om the government

1887: Two Kentucky businessmen purchased the
land that is now downtown Naples, named it Naples,
and began selling lots. Developed a winter resort.

So who were the two Kentuckians
who founded, named, and
developed Naples, Florida in 1880s?
John Stuart Williams
—1818-1898.
— Confederate Civil War

General.
— Elected to US Senate

1879. Lost re-election.

Naples Mule-Drawn "Taxi"
1915
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Walter N. Haldeman

- 1821-1902.

— Pro-secessionist
newspaper editor.

— Founded Louisville
Grays 1876 — National
League baseball team.
Grays were involved in a betting
scandal (fixing games). Out of
business in 1878.




Naples' First Auto Garage
The First Building on 5th Ave South — 1927

1922 Ford Model-T Hack (Taxi-Bus)

utomobiles, railroads and electric
power

rs, and several small
‘mom-and-pop” hot

A depot “hack” built on Henry Ford'
M

it seat cushions “sticking up through the
upholster

This 1922 Ford Model T, d-door depot hack
was a gift from

the City of Naples, the
Honorable Bill Barnett, M
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ur Stewart, the so
of Naples poﬂmanor Captain Charles Stewart,
was the first and only high scheol graduate in the
Class o1 1526, By 1%, graduating class had
10 two students.

0ot we dlemenited and divided Inko four
i a new sci

i Sirees Soutn whors
Gulfview Middie School now stands.

Naples High School on Fourth Street
South in 1

The teaching staff at Naples High School
in 1928, Pict

le Buckles (Howell,

Fort Myers entrepreneur, Harvie Heitman, introduced the first
. hack line to Naples in 1896, carrying travelers three times a
fach: I;o:::“;usm two grades, first week by mule wagon for a $2.50 charge eac! y. The Naj

gl & Fort Myers Transportation Comp.ny look over mo route in
eila Brinson Bryan Canant, a 19: 1914 bu failed after one set
graduate olme eol‘gw Slll'l‘eC-Oc‘;'lﬂg: :or “ blc of t:unomars Earr
on, was among ihe irs teachers in Toliable:

Collar Gounty. Hor teaching
A group of local boys, the entire
m;'.? rade graduating class of e T o
High posen ot ofhei e e

T Coller ostablishat 2 more
n bus connection to Fort Myers in
‘.1926 with his Tamsiami Tran Toure,

Naples still lacked a downtown when this picture of the
Commissary on Third Street South was taken during the
hntor of 1058, The first grocery store and the oldesf
Commercial building in Naples, the Commissary opened
with a barn dance in November 1919, before the shelves
were stocked. Grogeries wore delivered by hol
‘wagon. A room at the

Every unusual happening in Naples brought out the
rse and
orthwest end of the building
Served as a post office.

whole community. On June 19, 1935, a school of 57
blackfish whales ran themselves aground on Naples
beach in a mysterious mass suicide. Public interest soon
dwindled as the summer sun beat down on the rotting
carcasses. Town workers hauled away the bodies wnl‘h 'ﬁd
T:‘:;.'l:‘?f:"'“ﬁ.:."‘ °";‘”"5?;:."3).',?'.'1%:".:,,“,’..’.‘,:.? ! - Frank's wrecker and buried them in a citrus grove outside
Above and to the left is the schoolhouse built in 1924. \ ¢ of town.
The Commissary was renamed the Bowing Brothers - /
Store by its new owners in 1926 and later became the
Seminole Market in 1946, The stors closed in 105
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e traffic to Naples had reached a respectable 8,000
|| year. The demand for service was so great that
{{pought an extra, ten-seat Lockheed 10 Ele
ber traffic on the airline had increased 25% in just
he airline expanded its daily shuttle service with
j|bhts from Marco Island to Miami, and Fort Myers to
ntage Douglas DC-3s were added in 1968 when the
f{jan flying its Naples-Tampa route.

ne’s fleet included three DC-3s, several Piper

: ockheed 10 Electra, shown
| ped livery, gliding out over the Naples
ith Naples Airport in the background.
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Jhe late 19505 and oarly 19605, he ideafor a new ighway
‘cross the Everglades gained popular support in both Collier and
Broward Counties, despite opposition from a powerful group who.

felt the Tamiami Trail should be improved before road monies

were spent elsewhere. ——

ek September
10 the new road included the American Automobille 136w Horieane Dono teored

ath Row" and  Chickee Guickee', among
- i pociing o fa root.
When suits were brought to stop construction, the Seminole Tribe 5 nde gl taroot
of Florida successfully intervened in support o the road a5 a - L orth

Feservaton Aiver o bown

“Alley was bult trom bth ends toward the midle. For five
onins Survey hows SauIPRRd WA Helcopiers, bosis and
SrmphBious vahicies IASorod 10 mark ou and a1 th roadmay

ThSuGh o of i most imponetans ares i s counry 3 T

i Sone st o o

e damg o s0dcoused

e Parkway.

on Fobruary 11 1068, Consiruction verihree

T rermarkable faat compared 1 the iirieen Years
i Tamiami Tra

‘This road sign was presented to 7. Seon coter

Couny's Clérc ot Court. by the Florida Staie Road Dopariment

Fobruary 16, 1988.
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