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France = Metropolitan France

(Europe) plus overseas territories.

Metro includes Corsica.

Overseas territories include:

— French Guiana.

— Saint Pierre and Miquelon.

— Guadeloupe, Martinique, Saint
Martin, and Saint Barthelemy.

— French Polynesia and several
Pacific Islands.

— Reunion in Indian Ocean.

Population (Dec 2020 est)
67,000,000, including:
— Metropolitan

France: 65,000,000.
— Overseas

Territories: 2,000,000.
Median age (2019): 42.3
(USA 37.9).

Levels of government:
1. National.
2. Regions: 18.

— Metropolitan France

(Europe): 13.

— Overseas Terr: 5.
3. Departments
(Metropolitan): 96.

President:
Emmanuel Macron.
Elected May 2017.
5 year term.
Renewable once.

Prime Minister:
Jean Castex.
Appointed July 2020.

FRANCE AT A GLANCE

Population: 67 million.

Area: 247,000 square miles.
Located in Europe. EU Member.
Capital: Paris.

Head of State: President
Emmanuel Macron.

Currency: Euro.

Visitors: #1 tourist destination in
the world!

Area: About = Texas.

247,000 sq mi:

— 213,000 sq mi Europe.

— 34,000 sq mi is Overseas
Territories.

Highest point: Mont Blanc

(Alps) 15,774 ft.

Land use: Agriculture 53%.

Racial / Ethnic Mix:
White: 85%.
Northwest African
(Tunisia, Algeria,
Morocco): 10%.
Black: 3.3%.
Asian: 1.7%.

National Government:
“Unitary semi-presidential
constitutional republic”.
Unitary means central
government has most
power.

Legislature: Parliament

— Upper house:
Senate. 348 Senators
elected by local
councils.

— Lower house: National
Assembly. 577 Deputies
popularly elected.

France and its Neighbors

Largest Cities in France

Paris 2,190,3
Marseille 862
Lyon 516,000 =
Toulouse 475000}
Nice 343,000 B
Nantes 307,000%58
Montpellier 2825000
Strasbourg 279,000)
Bordeaux 252 uuu

0 Lille 232,000

Religion as declared:
Christianity: 51%.

— Catholic 45%.

— Other Christian 6%.
No religion: 40%.
Islam: 5%.

Other: 3%.
Undeclared: 1%.

Semi-presidential means:

— Elected president.

— President appoints prime
minister and cabinet to run
the executive branch.

— But PM and cabinet report
to legislature. President
cannot dismiss them.

France’s 18 Regions:

— Managed by elected regional
councils.

— Cannot enaciyERERg "N

— Can levy taxg — &

— Operate sch Jﬁ
and universiiEss

public transii#
business asSiSianceN




Economy

GDP (PPP) 2020 est:

— Total US$2.954 trillion.
— Per capita: US$45,454.
GDP (nominal) 2020 est:
— Total US$2.551 trillion.
— Per capita: US$39,257.

French History - 2

843: Charles's warring heirs
split the Empire into 3
territories, later to become
France and Germany.
Treaty of Verdun.

1066: Duke of Normandy
conquers England.

French History - 5
1756-1763: 7-Years War
between France and Britain.
(aka French and Indian War.)
France loses Canada, India.
1789: The French Revolution.
Started with peasant riots.
Ended up abolishing the
monarchy. Royalty executed.

French History - 8

1830: Second French
Revolution. Switch from
Bourbon to reformist Orleans
monarchy line.

1914: WWI. Germany
invades France.

1919: Allies defeat Germany.

Paris

— Capital. And largest city
of France. "

— Divided into: 20
arrondissements
(districts).

— Area: 40.7 sq miles.

Public debt as % of GDP:

97% (USA 79%).

Currency: EurojQ
€1=US$1.xx [

Unemployment: 8.5%.
Unemployment youth
15 to 24: 21%.

French History - 3
1337-1453: English try to
regain control. Hundred
Years' War with France.
1461-1483: Louis Xl tried to
re-consolidate France.
1500s: Peace & prosperity.
“Le Grande Siecle”.

French History - 6

1789: Declaration of the
"Rights of the Man". New
French Constitution. National
Assembly. End to feudalism.
End to aristocratic power over
land. Principles of Liberté,
Egalité, and Fraternité meant
to end the class system.

French History - 9

1940: WWII. Germany
invades France.

1940-1944: The Vichy
Regime — Nazi controlled.

1945: Allies defeat
Germany.

Paris Population 2020 est:
— City proper: 2,148,000.
— Metro area: 12,628,000.

City council has 163
members! Council elects
the mayor, not the people.

French History - 1

481 AD: Clovis | unites
Frankish tribes into one
country under one king.

800 AD: Charles the Great
(Charlemagne) expands
territory. Pope appoints him
Holy Roman Emperor.

French History - 4
1661: Finally, Louis XIV
centralized power.

But over next 100 years:
Peasants rebelled that King
and Church had too much
power. Large national debt.
Heavy taxes. Most people
were feudalistic serfs.

French History -7

1799: Napoleon takes power
over the Assembly. Overruns
Europe.

1815: British defeat Napoleon

Flag: Adopted
1794.
Colors Symbolize:

Opposition to the autocratic
and clericalist royal
standards of the past.
National Day: 14 July (1790).
Establishment of
constitutional monarchy.

Paris Temperatures:

Avg High Avg Low
January 45F 37 F ERE
July 7 60 F EI &
Free Wi-Fi zones: In
public libraries, gardens,
and parks.
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Fire April 15, 2019. Burned 15

hours. Very serious damage.
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Stabilizing the structure against
possible collapse was completed
in November 2020.

Reconstruction began early 2021.

Goal was to reopen by Spring
2024 in time for Paris summer
Olympics.

But that now appears delayed by
Covid.
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Celebraté centennial of
French Revolution. = -
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August 1792, Louis XVI was
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Most-visited paid
monument in

the world. i

7 million visitors 75
a year. par
Average 25,000 "%
people a day. :
1,063 ft tall.

Tallest structure
in Paris.

Louvre Palace was
originally built in"13th c.
dy-sa \ U

Eight curatorial departments:
. Egyptian Antiquities.
1 2. Near Eastern Antiquities.
. Greek, Etruscan, Roman.
. Islamic Art.

15. Sculpture.

16. Decorative Arts.

17. Paintings: 7,500 works 13th
c.to 1848. 2/3ds French
artists. Newer works are in
Musee D'Orsay.
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Consecration of the Emperor\Napoleon
and Coronation of Empress Jog;éphine
in 1804, Jacques Louis David :




Top statue is Peace Riding in a
Triumphal Chariot
Pl N

Tuileries - 17th c Garden
Many Sculptures
 West of Louvre

Orangerie was
built in 1852 for
winter storage of
store the citrus
trees of Tuileries.

Large glass ”
windows on ™ —
south side to -
allow light to the trees. North windows are
much smaller.

Before the Orangerie was built, the trees were
stored in the Louvre.

Orangerie used to store trees until 1922.

When originally built,

Arc du Carrousel was

surmounted by the

actual 1204 bronze

horses from St Mark's ==

Cathedral in Venice,

which Napoleon had

captured in 1798.

In 1815, those horses were returned to Venice
by terms of the Congress of Vienna.

The current Paris horses were sculpted 1828.
The Venice horses are now inside St Mark’s
Cathedral for conservation purposes. St
Mark’s facade now has copies.

JArc de Trlomphe du Carrousel
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Lo‘ms XV, Plﬁza
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Place de la.Coencorde &

Sainte Chapelle
Completed 1248'AD-
Gothic style

"This plaza was built 1763 and was
originally called Louis XV Plaza

From November 1792 fo 4.
May 1785 ¢hen called’P
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p "Napoleon was
“in 1815, >
- Exiled fo: St Helena Island.
— Died St Helena 1821.
— Remained popular in France.

— 1840 government decided to build N

Invalides as tomb.
— Entombed 1861

Obelisk of Lux
1,000 BC.

One of a pair.
Other remains
at Luxor, Egyp

Hotel de Ville — City Hall
S

Mayor of Paris and ci
government offices. ;

Hotel de Ville
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“The only way to lead people is to show them a |}

future: a leader is a dealer in hope.”

il “Never interrupt your enemy when he is making
@l 2 mistake.”

“Envy is a declaration of inferiority.”

“The reason most people fail instead of
succeed is they trade what they want most for
what they want at the moment.”

“If you wish to be a success in the world,
promise everything, deliver nothing.”

Obelisk of Luxor:

75 ft high. 250'tons:
Yellow granite:
Hieroglyphs honor:
Pharaoh

Ramesses Il.

Moved to Paris 1838
150’ flat ship: ——
Canal dug for, ﬁ‘ns' 0
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Original column
1806-1810.

Had Napoleon at top.

Statue toppled by

revolutionaries 1816.

Replaced.

Entire column
toppled again 18745
Re-erected 18/4%

Altar of

La Madelaine
Church.
Napoleon

seated bge
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At the end of 19th c and early 20th c these artists
lived or worked in Montmartre:

| Amedeo Modigliani, Claude Monet, Pierre-Auguste &
* | Renoir, Edgar Degas, Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec,
| Suzanne Valadon, Piet Mondrian, Pablo Picasso,
3 Camllle Plssarro and Vlncent van Gogh

Sacre-Coeur Interior.
Open 6am to 10: 30prn daily.

4Can climb dome”ﬁ%m. 5 _ : St oEee - .
,:. _:.\i\, =N 1 1[%@!% |
a4 | | J |
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and some opera.

Paris Opera - 1875
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Fountam outSIde Palals
= .Rog'al_ - Lopyre Metro Station

Institut de France g
Learned societies covering:
. : - French languagg’ .
A — AN ’ — Humanities j [

s - Sciences

— Fine Arts

— Painting an

Sculpture

Musée d'
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Right behin
Opened 1962.

Fontaine du Palmier
One of 15 fountains
commissioned by>
Napoleon 180610’
commemorateih
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Joan of Arc - 1412-1431
Heroine of France.

In her youth, England
controlled France.

Had a vision
to retake France
from England.

Captured. Burne

at the stake.
Inspired France o
to victory over En(_:ll"
in 1453. Now Saint.
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Pont Neuf means
“New Bridge”.
Actually it is the
OLDEST bridge
on the Seine.
Built 1578-1607.
=4 12 arches.

Crosses over ile

™ de la Cite.

L | Length: 761 ft.

{4’??9313 Neur;




Shopping@bEpat Shopping - Department Sfores

Galeries Latayette Printemps '
(,ALER“'%‘ S ’
LAFAYE :

| We conclude with a fewphotos of Paris’s
spectacular markets, shops, and cafes. |7
&
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