By "easy" | mean:
1. Flat (no uphill).
2. Suitable for a one-mile walk.

— Of course, there are usually
opportunities for two- or
three-mile walks.

. No hazards like roots to trip on or
water on the trail.

— Still, need to be alert.

Visitors Center:
Exhibits, shop, cafe
(seasonal).

Managed Wetlands:
13,000 acres.
Boardwalk: 2.2 miles

of boardwalk through pine flatwood,

wet prairie, marsh, and the largest old
growth Bald Cypress forest in North
America. Alligators, otters, deer,
cottonmouth snakes, turtles, wading birds,
owls, songbirds, raccoons, etc.

Nine Easy Walks "
In or Near Naples

1 Six-Mile Cypress Slough
Preserve - Ft Myers
Lovers Key State Park- Ft Myers
Beach
Audubon Corkscrew Swamp -
Naples
Freedom Park - Naples
Gordon River Greenway -
Naples
Naples Preserve - Naples
Rookery Bay: Shell Island -
Naples
Serenity Walk Park - Naples
Eagle Lakes Park - Naples

Suggestions for all:

— Bring a hat.

— Bring insect repellent.
— Bring sunscreen.

- Bring water.

About the photos:
— | took virtually all of the photos.
— Any | didn't take are obvious or noted.

Corkscrew Swamp — “Audubon
Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary”

Website: corkscrew.audubon.org/
Where: 375 Sanctuary Rd W, Naples
Get There: East on Inmokalee Road.

15 miles East of I-75, turn left onto
Sanctuary Rd. Follow signs.

Close Spm

When: Daily 8:00 am to 3:00 pm. 1y, season

Admission: $17. College students $10.

Children 6-14 $6. Book online. recommended

Audubon =3 oj

Corkscrew Sanctuary Road

Left off Inmokalee
Swamp Road 15 mi from I-75

®

Immokalee Road

Exit 111

Immokalee Road
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Several of the Many Flowers at Corkscrew Swamp

Virginia Iris Seartet Hlblscus ' PickefElween

Eplphyte 2
' Does not

4 i‘r.‘vfﬁﬁ.ﬂ
E2BrownAnol
Lizard.
— Native to Cuba, Bahamas. Big neck, small legs.
An enlphyie grows on the surface of another Invasive in US. Drives out About 5 inches.
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5. kacrd 3 am} - ; Several of the Many Birds at Corkscrew Swamp
A ut orkscrew Sw. - "
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Season +o see alllgafors at Corkscrew
2 is April to early July - after winter

Six Mile Slough Preserve "Sloo"

Website: www.leegov.com/parks/
preserves/sixmilecypress

Friends of Six Mile Slough:
www.sloughpreserve.org/

Where: 7751 Penzance Blvd at 6 Mile
Cypress Pkwy, Fort Myers, FL. 33966.

Get There: 1I-75 Exit 131 Daniels Pkwy.

West 2.7 mi to 6 Mile Cypress Pkwy.
Right onto 6 Mile Cypress Pkwy.
Then 1.8 mi to entrance, on right.

| Slough Prese
Fort Myers

Six Mile Cypress Slough Preserve

2.7 mi

Daniels Parkway

Exit
131

Page: 5/24



Admission: Free. Parking is $1 per hour
max $5.

Trail hours: Daily dawn to dusk.

Interpretive Center: Tues-Sun 10-4.
Closed Mondays. But trails still open.

Guided nature walks:

— Twice daily Jan-Mar.

— Daily Apr, Nov, Dec.

— Approx. once a week in other months.
— Check calendar on Friends' website.

WOOD DUCK
POND ,

POP ASH

POND -

INTERPRETIVE
BOARDWALK TRAIL (12 Mi) mmmm

SHELTER / PHOTO BLIND

L]
SEATING ENCLAVE =
OBSERVATION PLATFORM A
PICNIC AREA .
RESTROOMS =

Buttenflies

“

What’s there:
— 3,500 acres of protected wetlands.
— Approx. 11 miles long, 1/3rd mile wide.
— 2-3 feet of water in wet season.
— Still mostly wet in dry season.
—1.2-mile boardwalk over the water.

— Fully accessible.
— Four viewing platforms onto lakes.

— Many benches and shelters along the
boardwalk.
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Man-made in the 1970s
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Six-Mile Cypress Slough Preserve AnotherViewingelatiorm
Gatorllake; ' y ) oy Laiea 2

*fm‘g"

Alligator sunning on a platform on
Gator Lake, Six Mile Cypress Slough
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Three Red- bellled Cooter Turtles

S|x mlle Cypress

"Within one
minute of mating,
the female starts
to lay her eggs”

‘."_{ B

Cormorants
on the raft

Sleeps in Troees
During the Dayx’

But | did see
several peninsula
cooter turtles.
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Gordon River Greenway
Website: www.gordonrivergreenway.org/

Where: Two entrances and parking areas:

1590 Goodlette-Frank Road. Main
entrance for Naples Zoo. Back of zoo
parking lot.

1596 Golden Gate Parkway. South side of
Golden Gate between Airport Rd and
Goodlette-Frank Rd.

Admission: Free.

- 9 Golden@ate Pkwy
Gordon River

- O
* Greenway - {§

Red'Line ) >
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S Airport =%
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9 ]
=) o
Baker Park ¢ o
& '
llNorth Rd

When: 6:30 am to 10:00 pm 7 days.

What: 2.5 miles of asphalt, mulch, and
boardwalk trails with water access along
the Gordon River, in the heart of Naples,
Florida. Ideal for walkers, hikers, runners,
cyclists, kayakers, birders.

2004 vote by Collier County residents to
acquire most of the land.

At southern end, can continue down North
Rd (behind Airport) to connect to new
Baker Park.
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l Gordon Rlver Greenway
{ Great Blue Heron
|- Head to Tail: 36” to 54” &

- Weight: 4 to 8 Ibs.
H— Cold or warm weather
H— Fresh or salt water

*?ﬁang roves.
Well-a’daptét&g ;Dracklsh water,
' *11
7

-

Gordon "River Golden Gate Canal

View of Gordon River from
rleleye Acrogs Sordon Mivar Baker Park Bridge
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Lovers Key State Park — Trails and Beaches

Website: www.floridastateparks.org/
parks-and-trails/lovers-key-state-park

Where: 8700 Estero Blvd, Fort Myers
Beach, FL 33931.

Get There: West on Bonita Beach Rd to

Fort Myers Beach Gulf. Curve right onto Hickory Bivd.

About 5 miles to Lovers Key.
Admission: $8 per vehicle. 1 person $4.

When: 8am to sunset, daily.

What: Two miles of Gulf Beaches.

(a7 ‘ 75, Miles of hiking trails.
Kayaking, canoeing, shells.
y g 9
- Dolphins, manatees, birds, gopher

tortoises.
- Lovers Key
. Two trails at Lovers Key:
State Park Black Island Trail and Eagle Trail.

Each about 2.5 miles long (with shortcuts).
They follow estuaries originally dredged to
make way for residential development.
That was stopped by the State.

Exit 116

Bonita Beat;h Rd°®

RED is
Eagle Trail
BLUE is
Black Is.

Trail -
Drive PAST first | £/-

|7 sowrnae

(beach) parking |«

lot. %J -
. For trails use A e
SECOND 2] e

RESTROOM

parking lot.

| Length of shell
i up to 16 inches.
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Wild Coffee
Scientific name? Psychotna nervosa
Seeds Id’&k Tike coffeernBut ndjcaffein-

If roasted "bad taste an‘d?t lble heada\ch%s
ML 7 g
g 1] v\;
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Gumbo lebo "Tour:st Treei
~ Skin'is red and peellng =

Kayakers at Black Island — Lovers Key.
Park Offers Canoe and Kayak Rentals

weight in food each day.
Normally swim 5 mph.
Weigh 900-1,200 Ibs. 9 ft long.
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SIVERBUIONWO0U|

Both fruit and pads are edible
after carefully scraping spines.
| Raw (salads) or cooked.

4 Can buy in Latino food shops.
Mexican: Nopales.

MLoVErsIKeyiStatelPark
_,5‘..0 - ‘_rm]j
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Lovers Key.
PassioniFlower
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Blackisland Trail and 'Eagle Trail are each

StaI’fIS‘h (Sea Sta_r) fro abouti2ZzmilesiongaButieach hasiafew
Island waters. Th niy SHOFtCULSIANG Eifew resting shelterss

salt water;::

In addition to trails, Lovers Key Has a Osprey at

Two-Mile Long Beach! Lovers Key
Free tram to get you to the more remote end.
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Freedom Park
Website: https://www.colliercountyfl.gov

Then click on: i
v
Parks and Beaches s

Where: 1515 Golden Gate Pkwy, Naples.
Just east of the intersection of Golden
Gate Parkway and Goodlette-Frank Road.

When: Daily 7am to sunset.
Education Center 9am to 10pm Mon-Sat.

Admission: Free.

Frequent wildlife sightings include:

— Red-shouldered hawks. - Alligators.

— Barred owils. — Gallinules.

— Green herons. — Marsh rabbits.
— Blue herons.

— Great white egrets.
— Limpkins.

— lguanas.
— Raccoons.

Lakes and Paved Paths Boardwalk

Freedom Park

Goodlette-Frank Road

Golden Gate Pkwy -

— Turtles and Snakes.

What: 50 acre wetlands.

— 3,500-foot boardwalk over the eastern
side of the park.

— Plus trails and six lookout pavilions
around the lakes in the western side of
the park.

— 2,500 square foot Education Center.

— Freedom Memorial — tribute to the lives
lost on 9/11/01 in the terrorist attacks

and to the heroes of past and present
wars.

Freedom Park Education Center

e OTRHEIParKINasH I aKES!
(SHIKERTISIOTES
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-~ Florida softshell turtle. Fresh water,
swims; bulging'eyes, long neck.
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Stephen F. Briggs (18
Beatrice “Bea” Brig B! ) Julius “Junkie” Fleischmann (1900-1368)

Naples Preserve

Website:
www.nhaplesgov.com/parksrec/page/
naples-preserve

Where: 1690 Tamiami Trail N, Naples,
FL 34102

Get There: US-41 just south of
Crossland Mall.

When: Boardwalk dawn to dusk. Eco-
center daily, 8am to 5pm.

Admission: Free.
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Freedom 'Parll‘

0 - . 2 What: 9-1/2 acres at the corner of US-41
The Naples Golden Gate Pkwy and Fleischmann Blvd.
Preserve Coastland Center — Nature Walk: 0.4 mile-long boardwalk
) S through dry scrub and flatwoods. You
‘Fleischmann Blvd ~_ Naples Zoo will likely see many gopher tortoises.

— Hedges Family Eco-Center: Exhibits.
Programs. Conservation info.

— Pollinator (Butterfly) Garden:
Temporarily closed for renovations.
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Rookery Bay - Shell Island
Hiking, Boardwalk, Nature Cruises

Rookery Bay - Shell Island g?
(7]
; Pier Shell Island Rd .a_-, é
2 —
R @rdwalk S i
- ?
3
Shell Island
Hiking Trails \
Shell Island Rd

Reduces insect population.
=1 — Destroys invasive plants.
4 — Adds nutrients to soil.
- Lets in sunlight — natural growth.
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Rookery Bay
Dahoon Holly
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Rattlesnake Hammock Rd

Serenity Walk Park

Website: www.collierparks.com/
collier_park/serenity-walk-park/

Where: 8962 Collier Blvd, Naples, FL 34114.
Get there: 1-75 Exit 101 Collier Blvd CR-951.
South 2.5 miles. On right.

Admission: Daily 7am to dusk. Free.

What: One-mile loop flat walking trail.
Problematic: Only five parking spaces.

Serenity Walk Park [
One-Mile Loop Trail

W‘ \-4; y
dis

e SR SR i

5-car parking-">
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What: 2-1/2 miles of walking trails and
ponds with alligators (sometimes).

— 2.5 Mile Nature Trail.

— 1 Mile (paved) Pathway for Walking/Running.
— Aquatic Complex (fee).

— Community Center.

— Fitness Center (fee).

— Meeting Room.

— Lighted Baseball and Softball Fields.

— 2 Lighted Soccer/Football Fields.

— Lighted Basketball Court.

— Picnic Shelter.

— Lighted Playground.

Eagle Lakes Community Park

Eagle Lakes Community Park

Website:
https://www.collierparks.com/collier_park
/donna-fiala-eagle-lakes-community-park/
Where: 11565 Tamiami Trail East,
Naples.

Get There: US-41 just north of Collier
Blvd.

When: Mon-Sun 8 am-10 pm.
Admission: Free.

Eagle Lakes
Commupity
Park

Red lines = 2.5 miles of ™. -
walking and bike trails

L :

Eagle Lakes Community Park
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Eagle Lakes
Community Park
Blue Heron

Eagle Lakes*Community Park
Cormorants

Eagle Lakes‘Community Park™
Anhinga

—

Six-mile Cypress

“Corkscrew Swamp |

£dgleLakes Park

Free%’éik

THE END
Easy Nature Hikes
In or Near Naples
ppacter@gmail.com

www.paulvisits.com

© Copyright Paul Pacter
All Rights Reserved

Lovers Key Stdte Park

Gordon River
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Serenity walk

Page: 24/ 24



