Tamiami Trail (US-41) Naples to Dade
Line = 65 miles.

In 90 minutes, we’ll cover the htghllghts of
what’s there, including: ;

— A National Park.

— National Preserve.

— National Wildlife Refuge.

— State Parks. S

— Wildlife. History. The Everglades.

Great day trips in the Naples area.

Marco Island
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Marco Island Historical Museum
One of Five Collier County Museums

Website: www.colliermuseums.com
Where: 180 South Heathwood Drive,
Marco Island.

When: Tues
to Sat.
9am to 4pm.

Admission:

What: Traces the settlement of Marco
from Calusa (500 AD), to Spanish, to
Seminoles (and Seminole Wars), to
permanent settlement in 1870.

From there, the museum covers Marco's
agricultural history (fishing, clamming,
and pineapple farming), growth of the
village (early 20th c), and major property
development (1920s and again beginning
in 1960s).

Fi Napls
Marco Island  [camrane:
Historical ’

Museum

scalt Bald Eagle

Heathwood

Brief History of Marco Island

500 AD: Calusa Indians arrived. Possibly
descendants of the Mayans (Yucatan).
Mid-1500s: Spanish explorers arrived. By
mid-1700s Calusa were wiped out or fled.
1700s: Creek Indians arrived from
Georgia and Alabama. (Later renamed
Seminoles.)

1816 to 1858: 3 Seminole Wars vs US Army.
Most Seminoles wiped out or fled.

1845: Florida statehood.
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1870: First permanent settler William Collier Museum has extensive history of the Calusa
arrived. Village of Marco founded. Not related to Barron and other early native Marco Island people
1896: Old Marco Inn opened by Colliers. Still - ‘)

stands.

1912: Ferry service to Marco began.

1920s: Barron Collier bought large amount of

land. Incorporated Marco as Collier City.

Development rush began. But failed in Great

Depression. 1957 name reverted to Marco.

1938: First bridge to Marco (Goodland).

1960s: Mackell Bros. bought most of Barron

Collier’s land. Development took off.

00-1500 AD

‘Peoplé Iiving oh Maree’500'BC to 1300
AD were actuallyaseparate tribe =
I !ter r joined the Calusa,

The Calusa
Carved Wood
Marco Cat

Dated Between
500 and 1500 AD.
Discovered 1896.
:L%‘H -term40an

g2 JTtiz.anugJJJI.-Lr
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velope
October 27,1947
Stamped envelope sent from Mrs.
R.M. Bowers, Collier City (Marco
Island), Florida. The Collier City
postmark (right) is on the reverse.

i
Rolde"

W D. Collier opened the Marco Hotel in 1896. Image courtesy g
of the State Archives of Florida.

—
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Jiu The Atlantic Coast Line

_4 completed-its

|
i (now ET Ticket, Train

;
| & Adantic Coast Line Railrdad
B" 1-927' . : December 31, 1930

! An Adantic Coast Line Railroad
> ticket like this one would have been
: used by passengers traveling o
k Collier City (Marco lsland).
Schedule, Train
Atlantic Coast Line Railroad
This Atlantic Coast Line Railroad
schedule includes a stop in Collier
City (Marco Island).

B 7 couldn't bedieve THarco the
time Jsaw it."— Frank ackie, Jr.

kle Brothers first visited Marco in 1962.
In 1964 they bought Barron Collier's land and
announced a $500 million planned community.

. IS altal | #acks Hia

Marco Island - Tigertail Beach
Parking Free with Collier
County Beach Sticker

Where to have lunch at Marco? Ideas:
North tip of Marco:

— Snook Inn.

On Isles of Capri, west of Collier Blvd just
before bridge to Marco Island:

— Capri Fish House.

— Pelican Bend.

— Island Gypsy.

— Osteria Capri.
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951}
Osteria Capriy, \
Pelican Bend

Capri Fish House (i~ @island Gypsy Cafe \/ il

“""—'S‘—nm‘

Bridge
to Marco

&S'Ifh,Tip of Marco Island

Capri Fish House
Oysters

Grouper Fingers

Rookery Bay
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Rookery Bay National Estuarine
Research Reserve

Website: https://rookerybay.org/

Comment: Rookery Bay National
Estuarine Research Reserve stretches
across 110,000 acres from Gordon Pass
in Naples to the western Everglades of
pristine mangrove forest, uplands, and
protected waters.

Three main locations: Next slide.

Environmental Learning Center:
Admission: Adults $10.

When: Tues-Sat 9am-4pm. Sun-Mon closed.

Learning center: 16,500-square-foot
educational, research and training facility
with research laboratories, classrooms,
auditorium, aquariums, visitor center, art
gallery, cultural exhibits.

Observation bridge across Henderson
Creek. Three half-mile walking trails.
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sl o : i Rookery Bay Environmental Learning Center
A et e e e .. Cross Bridge Over Henderson Creek to

- Get to Walkinil‘t.\
; o ‘ .

Rookery Bay ;
National Estuarine -

Research Reserve m

Collier Bivd \
1 Mile South

of US-41 Ty
Then right on Tower Rd.

PAIg J9]j10D

Rookery Bay Environmental Learning Center

Bridge Over Henderson Creek
Creekiis Brackishiandiridal(flow.changes

ndirection) B

Rookery Bay Environmental Learh:iﬁft;i:_i:enter'

Viewing Platform on HendersonC
\ : i
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Rookery Bay - Shell Island

Hiking, Boardwalk, Nature Cruises

g
Rookery Bay - Shell Island 2 1}
0
3 Pier Shell Island Rd _‘u_': g
|  Boat Tours s =
R Lpoardwalk i i
“ 57
3
Shell Island
Hiking Trails
Not accessible Shell Island Rd

at high tide

ROUKETYIE Y B NGUSIBOartuwdIK

Shell Island Road

Briggs Boardwalk: Half-mile boardwalk.
Small nature center. Self-guided tours
dawn to dusk. Guided tours Jan-March

Monument Point Trail: 1,000 feet from
boat launch area to Henderson Creek.
Can fish at Monument Point.

Boat tours: 3 hours. $109.
Guided kayak tours: 2 hours. $65 to $75.

Rookery Bay
Dahoon Holly
F 4
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fonument Point aka Rena Point.

Bits of History = 1887 Water Tank

on Shell Island
1901 & 1908

Monument Point (Rena Point)
Good fishing.
Occasional dolphins:
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,/Keeway'd'in Island

Rookery Bay

. Barrier Island. 8 mi.
NAPLES - — No roads or cars.
= B 1. Learning | 3 | No public bathrooms.
. Seminola’. - 8 Miles @ | Hotel 1922-1999.
@ﬁy -s'“‘i"”“ Center. _ = |Naples ferry end 1999
il g : " ° | still a ferry from
Istand " | -l el Marco Island.
Warsh Trai 85% public land.
:  Marco 15 private homes.

At Collier County’
ﬁovernment Cent®

Internet Photo

Collier-Seminole State Park
Where: US-41 Tamiami Trail,
NAPLES @ i 8 miles east of Collier Blvd.
b :
—_— B Daily: 5am to sunset.
RooknGey @ | s | gy $5 or annual pass.
Shell Island =
Isles of Capri @ o g:prdesshknhmchee ;‘i'l,‘,r::rHP Oasie What: 7,271 acres. Mangrove
e \.( s Vi swamp. Royal palms. Camping.
P / Boat rentals. Hiking. History
ochopee Postoffce” (i A o (Walking Dredge, Barron Collier).
Storter Park Loop Road
B 2 R Park Main
Collier-Seminole '\ Entrance Barron Collier's Impossible Dream
State Park . A / BUIlAINGgENeN amiamip 1 e 5 20S}
° N N / i The Dream The Challenges The Achievement
aamiaree ™ Walking Dredge ’*g!, = e e e i i i iy I e
r To Marco Island T
- Via Goodland
Barron Collier &
Memorial
a Canoe
8 Miles East of e payak Rertal
Collier Bivd Blsckwatsr
on Tamiami Trail River
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Bay City Walking Dredge

The park is the site of a National Historic
Mechanical Engineering Landmark, the
last existing Bay City Walking Dredge.

Built in 1924, it was used to build the
Tamiami Trail Highway (US-41) through
the Everglades and Big Cypress Swamp,
linking Tampa and Miami.

Opened southwest Florida to travelers.

BARRON COLLIER
EMORIAL

IN THE 1920'S BARRON COLLIER OWNED A
MILLION ACRES. THIS SPOT WAS A SMALL
HARDWOOD FOREST KNOWN AS ROYAL PALM
HAMMOCK BECAUSE OF A MAGNIFICENT STRAND
OF NATIVE ROYAL PALM TREES. COLLIER
RESERVED 150 ACRES HERE FOR WHAT HE
HOPED TO HAVE DESIGNATED "LINCOLN-LEE"
NATIONAL PARK
THOUGH COLLIER ADDED ENOUGH ADDITIONAL
FOR A NATIONAL PARK, THE FEDERAL

PT. THE LAND
AND WAS TURNED
E IN 1944

“To the Memory
of the Founder
and Father of
Collier County,
-1 Florida and the
.| Faithful Friend
of All Mankind”.
January 1, 1941.

>

g
Bay City

One Mile

F;

'Barm’_,gpuiaunnerrrdﬁal
Collier-Seminole State Park
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Also, within the park is a "Glamping" site.
Private company provides tent, platform,

fridge, bed, linens, picnic table, fireplace,
"” etc. https://naples.tlglamping.com/

"Not for the inexperienced hiker."

"Wilderness savvy is in order, as
you’ll be wading the better part of 6
miles to experience a watery

forest like none Collier Seminole Hiking Trails
other — the Big ==
Cypress Swamp."
“A real workout!" sl

https://floridahikes.com/ SIS
collier-seminole-hiking- 3.4 miles
trail

Ten Thousand Islands

Ten Thousand Islands
National Wildlife Refuge

Where: Visit by boat trip is best.
By car: US-41, 11 mi E of Collier Blvd.

Daily: Free.

What: 35,000 acres.

Mangrove islands.

Countless plants, wildlife.

1-mile hiking trail, observation tower.

Ten:Thousand Islands National Wildlife Refuge

- Car Entrance to Trails
v T 11 Mi East of Collier Bivd

You can see why it's best
to go by boat

Tours from Marco Is

and Everglades City

Bollier-SeminOIESRite Park
-_;fi‘lﬁicap.c oe and Kayake
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Ten Thousand Islands
National Wildlife Refuge

Car Entrance
11 Mi East of

O

S

Collier Blvd

on US-41

T
"Marsh Trail" j
Hiking Trail A

1.2 miles — 7

Boat tours of 10,000 Islands from Everglades City

https://levergladesnationalparkadventures.com/
attractions/ten-thousand-islands-boat-tour/

Boats depart: 929 Dupont St. Everglades City, FL.

— Cruise by the historic buildings of Everglades
City. Then Chokoloskee Bay-10,000 Is. 90 mins.

— 45-ft pontoon boat with trained guides.

— Also a small boardwalk through a mangrove
forest where the boat docks in EC.

Price: Adult $48-54. Less for seniors and kids.

Must also have national park pass: Can buy 7-day
pass on-site. Adults $20. Kids free.
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Boat Tours from Marco Island

https:/lecoendeavors.org/
2.5 hours. 25 miles round-trip.
Through the mangrove forests and barrier

islands.

Stop at a quiet barrier island only
accessible by boat. Shelling. Swimming.

$420 whole boat charter up to 6 people.
May be some shared-boat options too.

L ETTL NOUSANTASIANUSINGTIONAWVIIAHTEIRETUYE]
LIEAUEVETHIAUESWIEWS]
LIEdULITUVVALCTIITT R EATINOUTIO

Allofthe W

bushy trees, |
g oy SV
are mangroves

| E

WY B
lf e )i

Spectacular View from Observation Tower
Ten Th8ﬁ§and Islands National Wildlife Re

This is between rainy and dry seasons:

Ten Thousand Islands
National Wildlife Refuge
Observatlon 2 ;

Same place at
10,000 Islands
March 2020 to
May 2021.
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40,000%sIands NWR
Brown Pelicans

True/Story: On April 6, 2022 [iwas /]
sitting on'this bench when..0F Gl iis i

Gallinules (also called Moorhens) -
Ten-Thousand Islands =
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Big Cypress Bend
Fakahatchee Strand State Preserve
Website: www.floridastateparks.org/

+me  BIg Cypress
Bend Boardwalk

parks-and-trails/fakahatchee-strand- 29
preserve-state-park

Where: US-41, Copeland FL 34137.

Get There: US-41 East 17 miles from W

Collier Blvd intersection.
When: 8am to sunset.
Admission: $3.

What: Fakahatchee Strand Preserve is
the largest State Park in Florida (out of
175 parks).

Big Cypress Bend Boardwalk is one
feature of the Preserve.

Why are there currently two Big
Cypress Bend Boardwalks?

— There is an old 3,200’ boardwalk plus
1,000’ gravel path thru a swamp to an
alligator pond. Lots of wildlife.

— The State had planned a major loop
exension of the old boardwalk — and
had started work on a small part of the
extension plus new parking and
visitors' center — when Hurricane lan
hit in Sept 2022.

At the moment, there are TWO Big
Cypress Bend Boardwalks: One closed
and one partially open.

Eventually the two will be connected to
form a loop.
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lan made the old boardwalk unusable.

— The State had funding for only part of
the new extension.

— Finally, in Feb 2024, about "2 mile of
the new extension opened, along with
a parking area and visitors’ center.

— The State still needs funding for the
rest of the new extension and also for
repairs to the old boardwalk.

The next 5 slides show the OLD

boardwalk and alligator pond.

— These are not currently accessible
due to Hurricane lan damage.

— After the old boardwalk is repaired,
it will become part of the expanded
hiking loop (including boardwalk,
canopy walk, and trails) shown in
the previous map.

P

Not currently accessible due to lan
2 . SO - e

: 3 3

: :'"f % Area not accessible due to Hurricane lan.

Big Cypress Bend Boardwalk

Alligator Pond
= Status as of January 2025

and Trail )
CLOSED .. \
}\{VI

New Boardwalk
and Trail OPEN

'he)‘il‘ rees):

Closed Due to lan @

AR 4 A

U

iy (R A 2 G
X v 27 'A\ﬁ )\a[ ‘fﬁ. A £

884 Area not accessible due to Hurricane lan. § b
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The rest of the slides illustrate
the parts of Big Cypress Bend
that are now open.

©
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Fakahatchee Strand Preserve

State Park

Florida’s largest State Park.
Where: SR-29 just north of US-41.

What: Florida’s Amazon.
— Big Cypress Bend Boardwalk.

— Janes Memorial Scenic Drive.
11-mile dirt road with hiking, wading,
alligators (on road), wild orchids.

Janes Scenic Drive
11 mile dirt road.

Ruts and potholes?‘

Goes through
subtropical
wilderness,

swamp, prairie.
Along the road, :
basking alligators
and snakes. A
Hiking trails. Bringy
bug repellent.

Collier-:
Seminole -
Rookery Bay @ State Park
Shell Island @
Isles of Capri @ i
Marco o
Island b

Not for your pampered
BMW or Mercedes!

Big

Cypress Turner

Bend Fakahatchee piyer HP Oasis
& < Williams Visitor

i N Center

1058

i

Start of Janes Memorial
Scenic Drive — 11 Miles, Dirt
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HP Williams Park — Turner River Rd % - % g
Where: US-41 Tamiami Trail 30 mi E 5 To
of Collier Blvd (6 mi E of SR-29). 3 I\;‘I’é‘lef' R[')"e" Road §§
What: Small park with boardwalk e IS I
and alligators. H arl > Eg
Plus 21-mile dirt road along a canal, 52
also with gators and other wildlife. G g«?&
— Do not feed gators. & ~g
— Be cautious getting out of your car. B T 1 Aot e > =
B HP Williams Park ~

Turner River Road
Keeps Going North for
Up To and _nderJ

Turnar Kivar
_L,-_nul)
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If you do decide to drive up Turner River

Road to see wildlife, some tips:

— It's a dirt and gravel road. Dusty.

— River & wildlife on the right driving north.

— 2 or 3 miles is usually all you need.

— Be very careful if you get out of your car.

— Best to take photos )
from the car window.

— Good photo ops where |
you see these signs

— Obey the sign!

. Turner River..

Taken from tl'l‘e'ia\lméow ofl}fly Car l A4 o
\ ' \

.l

Kirby Storter Park
Part of Big Cypress National Preserve

® . i ; Website:
NAE!'%‘E;T : o www.nps.gov/bicy/planyourvisit/kirby-
S 2 storter-roadside-park.htm
Rookery By @ Ciate A e \IJ;\Itht?::4 148900 Tamiami Trail E, Ochopee,
Cypress s
e & Be\:"‘“"‘"‘“ ﬁ:re-rm’ Oasls Get There: On US-41 (Tamiami Trail) 37
M illiams Visit Y
Bl 'ﬁomﬁ;s = Center miles east of Collier Blvd. Or take I-75 to
L MarshTrail State Rd 29 exit then down to US-41.

°°"°P°e"°‘=i'6”ﬁ°=/.m@\\ 8 . Admission: Free. Open dawn to dusk.
.. . Storter Park Aoop Road

Go gle
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What:
— Half-mile boardwalk. Non-strenuous.
— Starts on a sawgrass prairie.
— Chickee hut for birding.
— Continues through a cypress swamp.
— Ends at an overlook at a gator hole.
— Gator hole is a pond dug out by
alligators to assure deep water even
during dry season.
— Wildlife include birds, snakes, fish,
turtles, and alligators.

BIG CYPRESS NATIONAL PRESERVE

= Kirby Storter:Park

37 mi Eastof ___
Collier Bivd.

In October 2024, fire
destroyed part of the
Kirby Storter

# boardwalk. Part has

now reopened, but
£ the damaged part is
not yet rebuilt.

Klrby Storter Park

Au'ﬂ{'
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Tamiami Trail

— Initially proposed and agreed to
by the various counties on the
route in 1915. Aim: economic
development.

— Much of the road from Tampa to
Fort Myers was already in place,
but needed improvement.

— Ft Myers to Miami would be new.

- *f“
r}/ D AURIOTH EOTIIVIVETS IO )\L‘,j’)lf

Fequirea; ah‘:ﬂm BT

5 JJJI_IJ]!J]J

\L’

u;.—A

i iga
J th‘ey lose Ihenru-

PSS EPS

is North-South

163 miles.

Naples to Miami Naol

East-West AR Dade .
112 miles. -

— Dade County started work on
their end immediately. Made
good progress.

— Lee County (which included
what’s now Collier) did some
work on road from Ft Myers to
Naples. But ran out of money.
State had no funds to help.

1923: Land developer Barron Collier
offered to fund completion of the
Tamiami Trail Naples to Dade line.
In return, the State legislature would
establish a new county and name it
after him.
— State agreed.
— Population of

Collier County in

1925: just 1,258.
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Construction started 1923. Completed 2.6 million sticks of
1928. Opened April 26, 1928. dynamite were used.
Basic process: Use dynamite to create
an east-west canal. Use the resulting
dirt to build the roadbed in the swamp

above flood This machine bored

level. Called a the dynamite holes.
“borrow canal” » / s o5

because the soil
was borrowed to
build the road.

Brought in by log
tram or by oxen. ™ =

After dynamiting,
digging was done
by a:

Walking Dredge
or a:

Floating Dredge.

Dredges were
built in Bay City,
Michigan

Mobile worker bunks, kitchens, toilets Bay City Walking Dr'ed‘:

moved in the canal as the road

progressed. Workers paid $60/month.

Worked all day standing in swamps, bitten
B | by mosquitos.

| Dredge Oneé Mile

5V ODTIERSUTIKS!

CollierMuseums.com

Tamiami Trail

Opened Apr 25, 1928 |# ;
the Trail. Each [#5 GLLRAYS Y i AT T
staffed by a e e i L JNN =l i
husband and |4f" LY e Y. il % g.iﬁ
wife. He gota | CollierHuseums.com il |l Fest in Everglades

N-S was US41

motorcycle and patrolled the road. She e\ ¥ E-W was US94
ran the gas station and store. A
All 6 stations are now gone.

Last one, Monroe Station in Ochopee ' , A
(above) burned in 2016. Vandalism. ¢ .
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Map of Jaudon's Loop Road.
Now a gravel wilderness road.

5}] Collier County Broward County

Monroe Station
Dade County

(4

Lagy szl
24 Miles A

Collier did not agree with Jaudon’s loop.
— He built a straight road to the Dade line.
— Loop Road gravel road survived.

— But not as part of Tamiami Trail.

— By early 1930s, 200 people lived along
Loop Road. Pinecrest had a saw mill,
school, store, gas station, bunk house.

— In 1937 Jaudon’s company filed for
bankruptcy. Land sold to Government.

— Today a few pioneer types live in
“Pinecrest”.

Side story about Collier’s Tamiami Trail:

— State decided to build Tamiami Trail in
1915.

— Miami developer James ;
Jaudon agreed to build RREa James
section from Miami to 24 B Taudon

miles west of Dade
County line.
— Along this road, Jaudon planned
to build "the Next Miami"
called "Pinecrest".

— Jaudon’s company built a few rustic
homes.

— But Jaudon ran out of money. And
could not attract outside investors.

— Then the state awarded the
Tamiami Trail contract to
Barron Collier.

— Including Jaudon’s
24-mile section.

Barron Collier

©day
Road.

NAPLES ~ o) e
wrs=on - Colligr:
Rookery Bay @ Seminole
ISy BEY State Park :
Shelllsland @ =~ © Big
: Cypress Turner
Isles of Capri @ £ Bend Fakahatchee Riyar HP Oasis
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Island S oo, Canter
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Big Cypress National Preserve
Oasis Visitor Center

33100 Tamiami Trail East
Ochopee , FL 34141

Great boardwalk to see
lots of alligators
swimming in a canal.

On US-41

45 mi East of Collier Blvd.

Ll i

Cypress Pres

Rookery Bay @
Shell Island @

Isles of Capri @

Marco o

Island

Collier- .
Seminole -
State Park Big
Cypress Turner
rjj Bepd Fakahatchee piyar HP Oacie
e Williams Visitor
s, Center
10,000 Islands Lap
Marsh Trail

Ochopee Post Offi Kirby, /. °®
X Storter Park Loop Road

Go gle
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Everglades National Park

— Legislation passed 1934.

— 1.5 million acres of land
acquired 1934-1947.

— Dade, Monroe, Collier Counties.

— Largest subtropical o0
wilderness in US.

— Elevation 0 to 8 feet.

Everglades National Park
Dedication

Dec 6, 1947
Everglades City

N

A 4 ()
President Truman

Everglades National Park Gulf Coast
Visitor Center destroyed by Hurricane
Irma in 2017. A temporary replacement
visitor center was destroyed by Hurricane
lan in 2022.

New visitor
center is
under con-
struction. :f#”
Opening

late 2025.

Marjory Stoneman Rouglas Visitor Center
Everglades City - Opening Late 2025

o Sugydyni Paul Pasisr

T ARy Rasaryge

Everglades National Park

opened in 1947.

— Dedication ceremony
in Everglades City.

— Attended by President
Harry Truman.

UNESCO World
Heritage Site 1979

Big Cypress 5
National Preserve [ BigCypress

National Preserve
Abuts Everglades
National Park.

Established 1974. Adds 729,000 acres.
Very similar topography.
Classification as Preserve is political.

Preserve allows more commercial
and recreational activity than Park.

Sum Up: Where We've Been Along Tamiami Trail

Marco Island and Isles of Capri.

Rookery Bay. FLORIDA

Marsh Trail — Ten Thousand Islands.
Ochopee. Collier-Seminole State Park.
Big Cypress Boardwalk.

Fakahatchee Strand State Park.

H P Williams Park and Turner River Road.

Kirby Storter Park.

Oasis Visitor Center (Big Cypress National Preserve).
Building the Tamiami Trail and Loop Drive.
Everglades National Park.
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