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Comparing Japan and US
Some Facts|JAPAN | UNITED STATES

Capital Tokyo Washington, DC

Japan Brief History (1 of 2)
600 BC: Japan united (loosely) as

Area 145,000 sq Whole USA:
miles 3,718,000 sq mi
Florida: 66,000 sq mi

Population 123,000,000 330,000,000
Florida: 22,000,000

States 47 Prefectures 50 States
Language Japanese English

President/ Shigeru Ishiba Joe Biden
Prime Min. (Since 2024)  (Since 2021)

Japan Brief History (2 of 2)
1867-1890s: Modernization. Industry.

1890s-1945: Wars with neighbors —
China, Russia, Korea, Vietnam, even
USA (Pearl Harbor). Defeated in WW2.

1950s-1980s: Strong economic growth.

1900s-2000s: Economic slowdown.

Since 2010: Slow recovery. Ageing
population.

Japan also has an Emperor.
Emperor Naruhito.

— Hereditary.

— Succeeded his father who abdicated
on April 30, 2019.

— Powers are ceremonial.

— No power in running the government.

— Defined in Japan's Constitution as "the

symbol of the state and the unity of the
people".

single country. Regional warfare.

1500 AD: Europeans arrived.
International trade began.

1603-1867: Edo period. Isolation from
rest of world. Tokugawa Shoguns
rather than Emperor.

1867: Civil War. Shogunate ended.
Emperor restored (Meiji Restoration).

Head of Government:
Prime Minister
Shigeru Ishiba

Since Sept 2024

— Leader of the majority party or
majority coalition in the House
of Representatives usually
becomes Prime Minister.

— Cabinet: Prime Minister appoints.

Bicameral Parliament (Diet):

House of Councillors:

— 242 seats.

— 6-year terms, half renewed
every 3 years.

House of
Representatives:
— 465 seats.

— 4-year terms.
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Japan Median Age:

Historical: PI’OjeCtiOI"IZ Implications (Examples):
1955 22.8 p{/ K1/ GY Il — Economy general: Labor
1960 24.8 2040 53.0 and skills shortages.

— Declining productivity.
1970 28.2 2050 53.6 |= Lower ta%(':'.ollectionsy
1980 31.6 (fewer workers).

- Increased health-care
1990 36.9 and pension costs
2000 40.7 (34% of Japan's 2023
2010 44.2 national budget).
- Increased dependency

2020 48.0 on carers.
2023 491 — Migration.

—#2 in world after Monaco
—USA =38.1

population.un.org/wpp/

Economy

GDP 2022: $4.2 trillion (#3 after
US $25.5T and China $18.0T).
Public Debt as % of GDP 2022:
261% Highest in the World

(USA 122%).

Energy: Nearly 100% dependent
on foreign energy (oil, gas, etc).
Unemployment: 2.6%.

Religion in Japan

“Religion does not play a big role in the
everyday life of most Japanese people
today.” W ) - om

Wikipedia: “Less than 40% of the
population of Japan identifies with an
organized religion”. Of that 40%:

— 35% Buddhism (imported from China).
— 3% to 4% Shinto (developed in Japan).
— 1% to 2% Christianity.

Japan’s Ageing Population

- 30% of population > age 65 (2023).
— 2nd highest in world (after Monaco).
Due to ageing population, Japan
actually sells more adult diapers than
kids’ diapers. T
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Japan National

Japan/National/Museum
Museum

Largest’Art‘Museum’in/Japan’
Over 120,000 artworks.

S \.;9!:‘,:,‘**,' s A a2

Tsukiji Seafood Market

— Until 2018 wholesale, retail and
restaurants one place in central Tokyo.

—In 2018 wholesale (old inner market)
moved 1.5 miles outside Tokyo.
— Visitors watch from above‘g:hi_
A W

old Tsukiji place.
— 400 shops.
— 5am-2pm ex Sun.
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Oct 11, 2018: Wholesale (inner) part
of market moved to Toyosu 1.4
miles to away from central Tokyo.
Old outer (retail, restaurants)

part of Tsukiji market remains as
before. At Jw; isitorsz

must watchi=== '

auctions and

activity from=

above behind "

glass.

Prawns (shrimp)

Tsukiji Market
Dried whale mea
P>
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‘Tisukiji Market
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Sake drums
itrance-to_\

/Sake

MeijShrine:
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-pﬁ : Safely travel throughout

Woodern y_.e_lzplaque? 8ithe journey. Getting into

¥ ila good university for all.
Good health to everyone.
World peace to all.

%

L\ A
Wish Tiffa a healthy and
long life together with
me forever. Wish all our
families and friends to be
& healthy and happy. oo
Partha & Tiffa

Meiji Shrine
Wedding

‘ Shinto
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Their sharp claws

will uuure you.

Please be*careful ]

Kyoto
Nijo Castle -- 1603

b
For about 1000, years (Btﬁ%enf?:l‘t’y
1868) Kyoto was the capital of Japan.

(Other thanhKamakura period)

Nijo Castle

Kyoto - 1603
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Nijo Castle
Cherry trees lit up at night

H
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Kitano Tenmangt
_ Kybto; 947 AD _

How the wishes we write:on the wooden plaques How the wishes we write on the wooden plaques
are sent off to the gods \ { are sent off to the gods

B atliz110 Tanungy Snrineg
* Ky ot ORIy AN

Page: 12/ 24




Everyone wants =S
arphoto'infront =~ = smm-
& of the Golden
Pavilion g -

A ﬁngnﬁé‘llﬂﬁthgce_nt_uﬂ =
Bt in 1950, totally burned AoWn.

~_mentally ill'novice monk. :

- So this temple was rebuilt 1955,

Kote sipermalic] (8 = ot sdpermaik

S

S 1280}

LG |

-~

Cemetery:at Daitokujiﬁ';‘rnhle,,,ﬁ , o

digares

Page: 13/ 24




i altng
|| sk unti the snd o i pei )
b o s 2). Two ancient ponds ware well-k; i
ol e 4 nown habitat for mand
w1 240 S, tl g o1 gs‘”f ooy oot et b ks,

A stupa (memorial

grave of somepne
imponan’tﬁ%
Ryoanji,Tempie

Ninnaji Templesg"", i = ; NN EmMPIE
Kyoto™™, KY610

Page: 14/ 24




Ninnayempie —

B10] a7

AN

Ninnaji Temple

Ginkakujisiemple
HY/OT0) 482
Meditation| Qﬂfdan

Page: 15/ 24




Cullonls) T gl
s\, I8

NYOLO]

Japaniwasineverpartiofthe British Empirer

WhylHbitheyidriveon thelLERT iihJapan?.
From 1603 to 1867 Japan was ruled by Samurai warriors.
Samurai were right handed. Riding on horseback on left
kept their sword on the correct side in case of trouble.

Why do Asian religions burn incense?
Purify the surroundings.
Attract gods and buddhas to hear your prayers.

Kamo River

in the centre of Kyoto
People come to relax
and meditate

x19 grid. Put stones at intersections.
ect is to surround your opponen
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The Real - 1
St Paul's Church- ‘ﬁ,

Ruins, Macau

16th Century! # ﬂ m
Destroyed 1 ﬁ

fi ué ?lfrs ; q a I?

dl Gl spaggei

Sapporo Sn‘\ew Festlvél 2016
Odori Park

m

Snow Sculpture of
St Paul's Church
Ruins, Macau

e

Sapporo Snb
Odori Palrk

Sapporo Snow Festival 2016
Odori Park
Anime Characters
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Odori Park

Sapporo Snow Festi
Odori Park

Sapporo Snow —
Festival 2016 -
Odori Park at Night

1Y Toud Sapporo
DOWHIOWNn Population:
SAPPOID! 2,000,000.
WOSETVALION Japan's 5th
WECK? largest.
Annual

Snowfall:
16 feet!

Annual Snow

Festival:

2,000,000
tourists.

Sapporo Snow Festival 2016
Odori Park at Night

VIOUNTAINSIVETYIGIOSENO)
DOWNTOWNESAPPOTO!

Clock Tower

Sapporo 1878
Was a school.
Now a museum.

Page: 19/ 24



Downtown
Sapporo
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Last pickup ti

Weekdays: 187

Saturdays: 16: 55

Sundays and Holidays: 15;’(313'--&-:...“_~

Ice Sculpture - Sapporg

Guanyin
Goddess of Mercy
(Compassion)
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Price depends on

Revolving carousel-sushi i of the plate

‘,
T b ‘ME'

Broiled squid

{Okinomiyaki==pancake made of flour,
B..L2d99s, cabbage, pork, other things

Egg Souffle with fish roe and chilli

e e

Frrpitl
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Baker Senior Center

4:00pm

Sapporo

Monday, Nov 4, 2024, 3:00-
4:00pm

Cuba - Some interesting places other than
Havana.

Monday, Dec 2, 2024, 3:00-
4:00pm

Costa Rica - Pura Vida

Collier County Public Library,

3:00pm

Golden Gate, 2432 Lucerne Rd, Naples

FL 34109

Naples Italian American Foundation - 7035 Airport-Pulling Road, Naples,

Wed, Oct 9, 2024, 4:00-
5:30pm

Tuscany

Wed, Nov 6, 2024, 4:00-
5:30pm

The Other Naples

Wed, Dec 11, 2024, 4:00-
5:30pm

Rome Part 1

Cooking tuna with a

blowtorch at your table!
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