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Christ is Risen!
Truly He is Risen!

qqq8rrr

This month, our first article is rather long, but it is beautiful and it concerns the Holy
and Great Sabbath, the day before Pascha, a day on which we have some of the most
beautiful services of the year, even though most people seem more concerned with
cooking then!

Homily of our Father among the Saints,
Epiphanius, Archbishop of Cyprus

On the Burial of the divine Body of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ, on Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus,
and the Lord’s descent into Hades which occurred in a

wondrous manner after this His saving Passion

W

WHAT IS THIS? Today, great silence in the earth. What is
this? Great silence and great stillness. Great silence, for the King
sleeps. The earth feared and was still, when God fell asleep in
the flesh. God died in the flesh, and Hades trembled. God
slumbereda short spell,and woke up outof Hades those of times
past who were sleeping.
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Where now are yesterday’s commotions, the cries, the clam-
ourings against Christ,O ye transgressors? Where are the mobs,
the riots, the troops, the weapons and the spears? Where the
kings, the priests, the judges worthy of judgment? Where the
torches, the swords, the unruly shouts? Where the crowds, the
jeers, the insolent guards?

Truly in verity and verily in truth, the peoples imagined vain
and futile things. They stumbled at the cornerstone Christ, and
were broken. They crashed themselves against the solid Rock,
but their waves scattered into foam. They struck against the in-
destructible Anvil,but were themselves shattered. They lifted up
the Rock upon the Tree, but it fell down and crushed them. They
bound the great Sampson,Sun, andGod [Sampsonmeans‘Sun’ inHebrew],
but He loosed the age-old bonds, and destroyed the Philistines
and transgressors. The divine Sun set beneath the earth, and
brought about deep darkness for the Jews.

Today is salvation for those on earth, and those of ages past
beneath the earth. Today is salvation for the world, both seen
and unseen. Twofold is the Master’s coming today, twofold the
dispensation, twofold the love of man, twofold the descent, and
likewise the condescension, twofold the visitation unto men -
from heaven to earth, and from earth to under the earth.

God draws nigh, Hades’s gates open wide. O ye of times past
who are fallen asleep, rejoice! Ye that sit in darkness and the
shadow of death, receive the great Light! TheMaster is with His
slaves, God with the dead, the Life with mortals, the Guiltless
with the guilty, the unwaning Light with those in darkness, the
Liberator with the captives, the One far above the heavens with
those in the lowest depths.

When Christ was on earth, we believed on Him; now that
Christ is among the dead, let us go down with Him. Let us learn
the mysteries there, let us come to know the wonders of the hid-
den God hid beneath the earth, let us learn how the preaching
appeared even to those in Hades. What then? Did God save all
without exceptionwhenHeappeared inHades? Not so,but there
too, only those who believed.
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Yesterday,He displayed the things of economy: today, those
of sovereignty; yesterday, the things of infirmity; today, those of
authority; yesterday, the things of humanity: today, those of di-
vinity. Yesterday,Hewas slapped: today,HestrikesHell’shouse-
hold with the thunderbolt of His Godhead. Yesterday, He was
bound: today,He binds fast the tyrant with unbreakable bonds.
Yesterday,He was condemned: today,He grants freedom to the
damned. Yesterday, Pilate’s minions mocked Him: today,Hell’s
porters shudder to see Him.

Come then, listen to the lofty tale of Christ’s Passion, listen
andpraiseHim, listen andglorifyHim, listen andproclaimGod’s
great wonders: how the Law retreats, howGrace flourishes; how
the types pass away,how the truth is preached;how the shadows
recede, how the Sun fills the world; how the Old Covenant ex-
pires; how the New Covenant is established; how old things are
passed away; how new things blossom forth.

Two peoples were present in Sion at the time of Christ’s
Passion, those of the Jews and those of the Gentiles; two kings,
Pilate and Herod; two high priests, Annas and Caiaphas; that
there might likewise be two Passovers-one that was ending,and
Christ’s, just beginning. Two sacrifices were accomplished that
evening, since two salvations were at work-of the living, that is,
and of the dead.

The Jew bound a lamb and slew it in sacrifice,while the Gen-
tile sacrificed God in the flesh. The one looked to the shadow,
while the other ran to the Sun and God. The Jews bound Christ
and sent Him away, while the Gentiles eagerly took Him in. The
one brought in sacrifice an animal victim,while the other offered
the body of God; the Jews made remembrance of their passing
over from Egypt, while the Gentiles made proclamation of their
deliverance from error.

And where did these things take place? In Sion, the city of
the great King, where He wrought salvation in the midst of the
earth -Jesus, that is, the child of God, known in themidst of two
living things: acknowledged to be the Life from Life engen-
dering life in the midst of the Father and the Spirit, the two
Living Beings; born in a manger in the midst of angels andmen;
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set as a cornerstone in the midst of the Jews and the Gentiles;
preached alike in the midst of the Law and the Prophets; seen
on the mountaintop in the midst of Moses and Elias; acknow-
ledged to be God by the wise thief in the midst of two thieves;
sitting as eternal Judge in themidst of this life and the next; and
working today a twofold life and salvation in the midst of the
living and the dead. Twofold life, I repeat; twofold birth, which
is to say, rebirth; listen, then, to the facts of the twofold birth,and
applaud the wondrous works.

An angel announced the birth of Christ to Mary, Christ’s
mother, and an angel announced the rebirth of Christ from the
tombtoMaryofMagdala. BynightwasChristborn inBethlehem,
and again by night was He reborn from the dead in Sion. In a
cave of stone was Christ born, and in a cave of stone was Christ
reborn. He received swaddling-bands when He was born, and
He is wrapped in swaddling-bands here as well. He received
myrrh at his birth, and he receives myrrh and aloes at his burial.
There,Joseph, supposed spouseofMaria;here,JosephofArima-
thea. His birth was in Bethlehem, laid in a manger for His crib,
while here, the place whereHe lay as in amanger, was in a crypt.
Shepherds first preached the glad tidings of Christ’s birth, and
the shepherds of all men, Christ’s disciples, first preached the
glad tidings of Christ’s rebirth from the dead. There, the angel
cried “Rejoice” to the Virgin, and here, Christ the Angel of Great
Counsel cried out “Rejoice” to the women.

Forty days after his first birth, Christ went up to the earthly
Jerusalem, to the Temple, and as firstborn, brought a pair of
turtledoves to God; and forty days after His rebirth from the
dead, Christ ascended to the Jerusalem which is above, whence
He had never been parted, into the true Holy of holies, as the in-
corrupt firstborn from the dead, and brought to God His Father,
like two unblemished turtledoves, our soul and our body; and
God, the Ancient of days, took Him up in His arms, like another
aged Simeon, into His uncircumscribed bosom. Now, if thou
hearest these things as fables, and not with faith, the unbroken
seals of the tomb of Christ’s lordly rebirth are thine accusers.
For just as Christ was born of a Virgin while keeping sealed the
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bolts that open the womb, Christ’s rebirth took place without
breaking open the seals of the tomb. Let us then listen to the
sacred oracles concerning howChrist the Life was laid in a tomb,
when and by whom.

When even was come, it says, there came a rich man, named
Joseph; the same went in boldly unto Pilate, and asked of him
the body of Jesus. Mortal went in unto mortal and asked to re-
ceive the God of mortals. Clay asks clay to receive the Fashioner
of all, straw from straw seeks to carry off the heavenly Fire, a
tiny drop from a drop receives the whole Ocean. Who has ever
seen or heard the like? Man grants man the Creator of men. A
lawbreaker ventures to hand over the lawful Legislator of laws.
Anunjust judge sends toburial theJudgeof judgesasone judged.

When even was come there came a rich man, named Joseph.
Rich indeed, for he carried away the whole compound Person of
the Lord. Truly rich, for he received the dual essence of Christ
fromPilate. Yea, verily rich, forhewas vouchsafed to carryoff the
priceless Pearl. Rich indeed, for he bore off a sack full of the
treasure of divinity. How could he not be rich,who acquired the
Life and Salvation of the world? How could Joseph not be rich,
who received as a gift the Nourisher and Master of all?

When even was come, for the Sun of righteousness had now
set in the grave;wherefore, there camea richmannamedJoseph,
of Arimathea,which was a disciple secretly for fear of the Jews;
andtherecamealsoNicodemus,whooncecametoJesusbynight.
Ohiddenmysteryofmysteries! Twosecret disciples come tohide
awayJesus ina tomb,teachingbytheirhiding thehiddenmystery
of God hid bodily in the grave, each one outdoing the other in
their zeal for God-Nicodemus, magnanimous in providing the
myrrh and aloes, and Joseph,meritorious for his boldness and
daring before Pilate.

You see, this latter, casting off all fear, went in boldly unto
Pilate, and asked the body of Jesus. Now when he went in, he
acted very shrewdly, so as to achieve his desired aim. Hence he
used not pompous and high-sounding words with Pilate, lest he
provoke him to anger and be denied his request; neither did he
say, “Give me the body of Jesus, Who just a short while ago
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darkened the sun, rent the rocks, made the earth to quake,
opened the graves, and rent in twain the veil of the temple.”
Nothing of this sort said he to Pilate. What then? A small re-
quest:“O judge, I am come to ask a small favour of thee:Giveme
to bury the dead body of the one condemned by thee, Jesus of
Nazareth, Jesus the pauper, Jesus the wanderer, Jesus hanging
naked, Jesus the commoner, son of a carpenter, Jesus the pris-
oner,Jesusbereftof shelter, the stranger,unknownamongstran-
gers, Who lies hanging, scorned by all and hated. Give me this
stranger: for what use to thee is the corpse of this stranger? Give
me this stranger: for He is come here from a far country to save
strangers. Give me this stranger: for He is come down into dark-
ness to draw up strangers. Give me this stranger: for He alone is
trulyastranger.Giveme this stranger,whosecountry isunknown
to us strangers. Give me this stranger, whose father is unknown
to us strangers. Giveme this stranger, whose place andmanners
are unknown to us strangers. Give me this stranger,Who lived a
strange life amidst strangers. Give me this Nazarene stranger,
Whose birth is unknown to us strangers. Give me this voluntary
stranger, Who hath not where to lay His head. Give me this
stranger,Who as a stranger in a strange land was born homeless
in a manger. Give me this stranger,Who from this samemanger
fledHerodasastranger. Givemethis stranger,Who frominfancy
lived in Egypt a stranger, having neither city, nor village, nor
house, nor lodging, nor kinsfolk, dwelling in foreign parts with
Hismother,while yet possessing all things. Giveme,Ogovernor,
thisman crucified andnaked, that Imay coverHimWho covered
mynature’s nakedness. Giveme thisman,at once dead andGod,
that I may cover HimWho coveredmy sins. Giveme to bury this
deadmanWhoburiedmysin in Jordan. I beseech thee for a dead
man, wronged by all, betrayed by a friend, sold by his disciple,
persecuted by his brethren, buffeted by his own servants. I en-
treat thee for a dead man, condemned by those He freed from
bondage, given vinegar to drink by those he nursed like babes,
wounded by those He healed, abandoned by His disciples, de-
privedofHis ownmother. I implore thee,OPilate, foradeadman
hanging on a tree, seeing He has on earth no father at his side,
neither any friend, nor disciple, nor kinsman, nor any to bury
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Him, but is all alone in the world - the only-begotten of the only
Father-Himself God, and no other.”

When Joseph had spoken these things to Pilate, Pilate com-
manded to give him the all-holy body of Jesus. Then he went to
Golgotha and took down God incarnate from the Cross; and laid
upon the earth God naked in the flesh, yet henceforth naked no
more. AndsoHeWhodrawsallmenupabove is seen lyingbelow;
theLife and Breathof all is fora timebereft of breath; theCreator
of themany-eyed angels is seen devoid of sight; theResurrection
of all men is laid down to rest; God Who raises the dead is dead
in the flesh; the thunder of God’s Word is silent in the flesh; He
Who holds the earth in the hollow of His hand is borne about by
the hands of men.

Joseph, O Joseph, who didst ask and receive: knowest thou
wellWhomthouhast received? Well? when thoudidst drawnear
theCross and takedownJesus,didst thouknowthenWhom thou
barest? If indeed thou knowest Whom thou hast held, now art
thou rich. But how then dost thou also prepare for burial that
divine and most-fearsome body of Jesus? Laudable is thy pur-
pose, but even more so thy soul’s boldness. What? dost thou not
tremble to carry in thine arms Him who causes the Cherubim to
tremble? With what fear dost thou strip off the covering of that
divine Flesh? Or with what reverence dost thou steady thy trem-
bling gaze, to lookuponanduncover thefleshlynature of theGod
above all nature? Pray tell me,OJoseph, dost thou bury toward
the east as one dead Jesus, the Sunrise of the east? Or dost thou
close with thy fingers, after the custom of the dead, the eyes of
Jesus, Who with His immaculate finger opened the eyes of the
blind? Dost thou then coverover themouth of HimWho opened
the mouth of the dumb? Dost thou wrap up the hands of Him
Who stretched out the hands that were withered? Or dost thou
bind up, after the custom of the dead, the feet of HimWhomade
lame feet to go? Dost thou take up in a bed HimWho comman-
ded theparalytic,“Takeupthybedandwalk?”Dost thou pourout
myrrh upon the heavenly Myrrh Who poured Himself out and
sanctified the world? Darest thou to wipe dry the divine and
still-bleeding side of Jesus, Who as God healed the woman with
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an issue of blood? Dost thou then wash with water the body of
God,Whowashesallmenandgrantsthemcleansing?Whatlamps
dostthoulight forthetrueLight,Whichlightetheveryman?What
funeral dirges dost thou sing forHimWho is ceaselessly praised
by all the hosts of heaven? Dost thou indeed shed tears for Him,
as though dead, Who wept and raised up dead Lazarus? Or
makest thou lamentation for Him Who gives joy to all and put
an end to Eve’s sorrow?

Howbeit, I bless thy hands,OJoseph,which have tended and
handled Jesus’ divine and still-bleeding hands and feet. I bless
thy hands which drew near the gash in God’s side even before
Thomas, the faithless believer and commendable inquisitor. I
bless thy mouth, insatiably sated by and joined to the mouth of
Jesus,whence itwas filledwith theHoly Spirit. I bless thine eyes,
which were pressed to the eyes of Jesus, whence they received
the true Light. I bless thy face which touched the face of God. I
bless thy shoulders, which bore the Bearer of all things. I bless
thy head,which came so close to Jesus, the Head of all.

I bless both Joseph and Nicodemus, for they are become
Cherubimbefore the Cherubim,bearing aloft God in theirmidst;
they are become divine ministers before the six-winged Sera-
phim, covering and reverencing God not with wings, but with a
winding-sheet. JosephandNicodemusbearupontheirshoulders
Him before whom the Cherubim tremble, just as all the bodiless
ranks together bear Him; for where Joseph and Nicodemus are,
is not the whole divine assembly of angels gathered together as
well? The Cherubim go before, and the Seraphim run alongside,
the Thrones together bear Him, the six-winged cover Him, the
many-eyed are affrighted to see Jesus sightless in the flesh, the
Powers likewise enshroud Him, while the Principalities sing
hymns. Indeed, all the ranks of angels tremble, astonished and
astounded, and they inquire among themselves, saying: “What
is this dreadful matter, fearful and frightful in manner? What is
this grand and exceptional spectacle? The invisible God,Who is
above us the bodiless, is seen below as aman among men,naked
and lifeless. Joseph and Nicodemus fearlessly give burial toHim
upon Whom the Cherubim attend with reverent fear. When did
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Hedescend,Whonever left theheights? HowdidHegoout,Who
is ever within? How did He come to earth,Who fills all things?
How did He depart unnoticed byall,Who as God is everwith the
Fatheronhigh? HeWhohasneverappeared tousatany time,has
appeared to men as both man and man’s friend. How is the
Invisible seen? How is the Immaterial incarnate? How did the
Passionless suffer the Passion? How was the Judge brought to
judgment? Howdid the Life taste death? How is theUncontain-
able contained in a tomb? How does He dwell in a grave,Who
never left theFather’s throne? HowdoesHeenter thedoorof the
cave,Who opened not the gates of heaven, yet opened the gates
of Paradise;Who broke not the doors of the Virgin’s womb, yet
shattered the gates of Hell; Who opened not the doors before
Thomas, yet opened the gates of the Kingdom tomen;Who kept
unopened the doors and seals of the tomb? How is He number-
ed among the dead,Who is free among the dead? How does the
unwaning Light appear in darkness and the shadow of death?
Whither does He go, whither does He descend, He Who cannot
be held bydeath?What is the reason,what themanner,what the
purpose forHisdescent intoHell? PerhapsHegoesdowntobring
up Adam, our condemned fellow-servant. Yes, surelyHe goes to
seek the first-formedman like a lost sheep. Doubtless He wishes
to visit even those who sit in darkness and the shadowof death.
Doubtless He goes to loose from their bonds captive Adam and
his fellow-prisoner Eve,HeWho is at once their son and God. So
let us descend with Him,let us assemble withHim,let us hasten,
let us skip, let us escort Him, let us raise a shout, let us hurry,
that we may see God’s reconciliation withmen,and the gracious
Master’s release of the condemned.”

Indeed, the natural Friend of man goes to bring out with His
greatmight andauthority theprisoners fromagespastwhodwell
in the tombs,whomtheharshand indomitable tyrant tyrannises,
having spitefully seized and stolen them fromGod,and filled his
infernal lairwith those who once dwelt above. There isAdam the
prisoner, the first-enchained and first-sentenced to death, lower
down than all the rest. There is Abel, the first-slain and first-
righteous shepherd, prototype of the unjust slaughter of Christ
the Shepherd. There is Noah, the type of Christ, Builder of the
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great Ark of the Church,Who saved all the beastly nations from
the flood of ungodliness by the Dove of the Holy Spirit, and ex-
pelled from her the dark diabolic raven. There is Abraham,
Christ’s forefather, thesacrificer,whowithunslainvictimandun-
stained knife offered God propitious sacrifice. There is Isaac in
bonds, who was bound of old by Abraham, as a type of Christ.
There is Jacob, grieving in Hades below,who once grieved over
Joseph above. There is Joseph the prisoner, who was cast into
prison in Egypt, as a type of Christ, the imprisoned Potentate.
There is Moses, in darkness below, as once in a basket he was in
darkness above. There is Daniel in the den of Hell below, who
was once in a den of lions above. There is Jeremias, as in a pit of
mire, in the pit of Hell and the decay of death. There in the all-
devouring belly of Hell lies Jonas, the type of Christ, the eternal
and pre-eternal Jonas,Who lives for ever,yea, forever and ever-
more. There is David, God’s forefather, from whom Christ was
descended according to the flesh. But why speak I of David,
Jonas,andSolomon?ThereistheillustriousJohnhimself,greater
than all the prophets,who heralds Christ’s coming to all those in
Hades, as he did even in the darkness of his mother’s womb; the
twofold forerunner, the preacher to the living and the dead,who
was sent from Herod’s prison to Hades, the common prison of
those fallen asleep since the world began, righteous and un-
righteous alike.

From thence, all the prophets and the righteous secretly sent
up ceaseless supplications to God, asking for deliverance from
that most dismal place, from the dark and dreary domination of
the enemy, and the endless, impenetrable black of night. So one
said to God,From the belly of hades cometh my cry: hear thou
myvoice;while another said,Out of the depths have I cried unto
thee, O Lord: Lord, hear my voice. Yet another: Shine thy face
that we may be saved. And another,Thou that sittest upon the
Cherubim, shine forth. Another, Stir up thy might and come to
save us. And another, Let thy tender mercies quickly overtake
us, forwe are brought very low. Another,Deliver my soul from
the nethermost hell. Yet another,Lord,bringmy soul out of hell.
Andanother,Abandonnotmy soul to hades. Andanother,Raise
up my life from corruption,O Lord my God.
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Having heard all these pleas, the all-compassionate God de-
termined to extendHis love for mankind not only to those living
in His day and afterwards, but also to those before His coming
held in Hades, sitting in darkness and the shadow of death.
Wherefore, just as God the Word visited men in the flesh by
means of soul-bearing flesh, so also did He appear to the bodi-
less souls in Hell by means of his immaculate and God-bearing
soul -bereft of His body, but not His divinity.

Let us thenmakehaste and journey inmind toHades, thatwe
may see how there at last, He masters with masterly might the
most mightymaster and tyrant, and with His brilliant lightning,
as with a whole army, effortlessly subdues the ranks of that im-
mortal infantry; Christ theDoorhaving first burst open the exit-
lessdoorsinthemidst,andshatteredthewoodlessgatesofbronze
bythewoodof theCross,bythenailshavingbrokenandsundered
the age-old iron bars,by the bonds of His hands having dissolved
the indissoluble bonds like wax, and by the spear in His divine
side having pierced through the fleshless heart of the tyrant.
Theredid He break the strength of the bow,when on the bow of
the Cross, He stretched out the sinews of His divine arms like
bowstrings. Therefore if thou followest Christ in silence, thou
wilt presently see where He bound the tyrant, where He hung
his head aloft,howHe razed his dungeon and led out the prison-
ers, how He trampled the serpent, and where He displayed his
head,howHe freedAdamand raisedupEve,howHebrokedown
the middle wall,where He condemned the cruel dragon,howHe
set up invincible trophies,where He put Death to death,how He
spoiled corruption, and restored man to his primal dignity.

Accordingly, He who yesterday refused the aid of legions of
angels in his economy,telling Peter,“I could even now set before
Memore than twelve legions of angels,” todaywithGod-befitting
majesty, as both Warrior and Master, goes down by means of
death to the depths of death and Hell to oppose the tyrant of
death,havingwithHimimmortal legionsof bodiless soldiers and
invisible orders;andnot twelveonly,but thousandsof thousands
and ten thousandsof ten thousands-Angels,Archangels,Powers,
Thrones,six-wingedSeraphim,many-eyedCherubim,andall the
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hostof heaven-escorting,attending,and hymningChrist as their
own Master and King; not indeed as fellow-warriors (perish the
thought! for what reinforcements could Christ almighty need?),
but out of both theirdutyand longing to stand constantly by God
theirMaster.Amongthemareloyalspearmen,keenfootmen,and
swift sceptre-bearers of theMaster’s divineorders,whoat amere
gesture, outrun one anotherwith divine alacrity and zeal, at once
putting deed into action at His command, and arraying them-
selves in triumph against the ranksof the enemy tyrants.Where-
fore they then descended, hasting and hurtling to follow after
theirGod andMaster, towards the infernal subterranean habita-
tions of those sleeping from past ages hidden deep beneath the
earth, to bring out the prisoners and those who had fallen asleep
since the world began.

Now when the luminous presence of the Master’s divine
retinuehad arrived at thewalled-off,sunless,pitch-black habita-
tions of Hades, with its dens and dungeons, caves and caverns,
Gabriel the chief commanderwent before all- it being his custom
to bring glad tidings of joy unto men-and as befits an archangel
and general, issued to the hostile powers a mighty, resounding,
and lion-like command,saying:Lift up your gates,O ye princes!
After him cried Michael, And be ye lift up,ye everlasting gates!
Thereafter the Virtues said, “Stand back, ye lawless porters!”
Then the Powers said with power, “Be broken, ye unbreakable
bonds!”Andanother,“Beabashed,ye inimical foes!”Yet another,
“Be affrighted, ye lawless tyrants!” And just as before the battle
array of some terrible, invulnerable, all-powerful, royal, trophy-
bearing army, a certain terror and trembling, panic and painful
fear seizes the enemies of an unconquerable king, just so did it
befall those in Hades at Christ’s unexpected coming to the
netherworld, which occurred like a sudden lightning-flash from
above, blinding the eyes of the hostile powers of Hell, as they
heard certain thunderous voices bellowing, and angelic hosts
commanding, and saying: “Lift up your gates,O ye princes! Lift
up your gates! Do not simply open them, but lift them up from
the foundations, root them out and remove them, that they may
never more be shut. Lift up your gates, O ye princes! Not as
though the Master here present is unable, even with the doors
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shut, toenter inatHisownbidding,butbecauseas fugitive slaves,
He relegates to you the task of raising, removing, and shattering
the everlasting gates; on which account He commands not the
common lot among you, but those reckoned by you to be princes,
saying, Lift up your gates, O ye princes! ‘Princes,’ and not any
other sort among you; for if indeed until now ye have wickedly
exercised princedom over those sleeping from the ages, yet
henceforth ye shall be their princes no longer, neither of any
others,but of yourselves only, yet not even of yourselves. Lift up
your gates! for Christ the heavenly Door is at hand. Make way
for Him that rideth into the dusky regions of Hell -Lord is his
name; and to the Lord belong the ways out from the gates of
death. Ye indeed made the entryways of death, but He is come
tomake the ways leading out therefrom; wherefore: Lift up your
gates,O ye princes! Lift them up,and do not delay! Lift themup,
and make haste! Lift them up,and do notwait! For if ye think to
tarry, we shall command the same gates to be lifted up without
hands of themselves, saying, Be ye lift up, ye everlasting gates!”

No sooner had the hosts of heaven cried out, than at once the
gates were lifted up, at once the chains and bars were broken, at
once the bolts fell away, at once the foundations of the prison
were shaken, at once the hostile forces took flight -one running
into another,another tripping over the other,one shouting at the
other to flee. They were terrified, shaken, astonished, dismayed,
bewildered, stunned and stupefied, confused and quivering. One
stoodwithmouthagape,anotherhid his head betweenhis knees,
another was sprawled out face to the ground, another stood stiff
as a corpse, another was seized with terror, another lay petrified
andpale-faced,whileanotherfledfurther inside. TheredidChrist
cleavewith frenzytheheadsof themighty,therewere theyshaken
by Him,there did they gape open theirmouths,and say:“Who is
this King of glory? Who is this Great One,Who with such great
numbers, performs here such great wonders? Who is this King
of glory,WhoworksnowinHell thingsneverbeforedone inHell?
Who is this that brings out hence the prisoners of all the ages?
Who is this that undoes our imperishable power and pride?”

Then the Master’s forces shouted to them in reply, saying:
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“Would ye learn Who is this King of glory? The Lord strong and
mighty, the Lord mighty, and powerful, and invincible in battle.
This is HeWho thrust you out and banished you from the vaults
of heaven,Oyemiserable,criminal tyrants! This isHeWhobrake
theheadsof yourdragons in thewatersof Jordan. This isHeWho
by the Cross openly put you to scorn, triumphed over you, and
mortallywounded you. This isHeWho bound you in chains, and
cast you into the dark abyss. This is HeWho shall expel and des-
troy you in the eternal fire of Gehenna. So do not dally, do not
tarry, but hurry, and send forth those whom until now you have
cruelly swallowed up; for your dominion is now abolished, your
tyranny is nowceased,your insolence ismiserably quashed, your
arrogance is brought to an end, your strength is trampled on
and destroyed.”

When theMaster’s forces had said these things to the hostile
forces, they pressed on. Some of them dug up the foundationsof
the prison, others pursued the hostile powers that fled further
in from the outer chambers. Others went about and searched
through the crevices, cells, and caverns,while still others carried
prisoners to the Master from various places. Some shackled the
tyrant,while others unshackled the prisoners of the ages. Some
gave orders,while others swiftly carried them out. Some ran be-
fore the Master as He went further in, while others stood beside
Him as their God and victorious King.

While these things,and evenmore besides,were taking place
inHadesandbeingnoisedabroad,andaseverythingwasinanup-
roarandgreat commotion,since theMaster’spresencewasabout
to reach the very nethermost of the nether regions; then Adam,
the first-created and first-imprisoned of all men, held fast in
chains with great security deeper down than all the rest, heard
the Master’s footsteps coming toward the prisoners, and recog-
nised theirsoundasHewalkedabout theprison,and turned to all
the prisoners with him from former ages, and said: “I hear the
sound of Someone’s footsteps coming toward us; and if He has
truly deigned to come unto this place,we are free of our chains:
if we should truly see Him here with us, we are delivered from
Hell.”
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As Adam spoke these things and others like them to all his
fellow-condemned, the Master entered in unto them, wielding
the victorious weapon of the Cross. Upon seeing Him,Adam the
first-formed beat his breast in shock, and cried out to all those
sleeping from times past, “My Lord be with you all!” And Christ
answering said toAdam,“Andwith thy spirit.” ThenHe tookhim
by the hand and stood himup,saying: “Awake thou that sleepest,
and arise from the dead,and Christ shall give thee light. I am thy
God,Who for thy sake became thy son, for thy sake and thy pos-
terity, Who now speak and with authority command the pris-
oners, ‘Go forth,’ and them that are in darkness, ‘Show your-
selves,’and them that sleep, ‘Arise.’ Again I bid thee, Awake thou
that sleepest: for I did notmake thee that thou shouldest be held
captive in Hell. Arise from the dead: for I am the Life of mortals.
Arise, my creation; arise, my form, made in mine own image.
Arise, let us go hence; for we are one single, inseparable person -
thou inMe,and I in thee. For thy sake, I, thyGod,became thyson;
for thy sake,I, theMaster, took uponMe thy servile form; for thy
sake,I that am far above the heavens came upon earth,and went
under the earth; for thy sake,who art a man, I became as a man
without help, free among the dead; for thy sake,who wast exiled
from a garden, I was betrayed to the Jews in a garden, and in a
garden was crucified. Behold My face which received spittings,
that I might restore to thee thy primal in-breathing. Behold My
cheeks which received blows, that I might set right thy marred
form according to the original image. Behold My back which re-
ceived scourging, that I might loose the burden of thy sins laid
upon thy back. Behold My hands which were nailed to the Tree
for good,on behalf of theewho didst stretch forth thyhand to the
Tree for evil. Behold My feet which were pierced and nailed to
the Tree, on behalf of thee who didst wickedly run to the Tree.
On the sixth day, thine expulsion took place; so on the sixth day,
Iworked thy restorationandtheopeningofParadise. I tastedgall
for thee, that I might heal thee from the bitter pleasure of that
sweet fruit. I tasted vinegar, that I might neutralise the acrid and
unnatural cup of death. I accepted the sponge, that I might blot
out the handwriting of thy sins. I accepted the reed, that I might
sign the release of the human race. I slept on the Cross and was
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pierced in the side by a spear, on behalf of thee who didst sleep
in Paradise and bring forth Eve from thy side. My side healed the
painof thyside,Mysleep shall draw thee out of sleep in the grave,
my spear has stopped the sword which turned everywayagainst
thee. Arise then, let us go hence. I drove thee from the land of
Paradise, yet I shall return thee no more to Paradise, but to a
celestial throne. I barred thee from the archetypal Tree of Life,
but lo, I Myself, the Life, am now wholly united to thee. I placed
Cherubim to keep thee out of Eden as a slave, but now I make
Cherubim to bow down before thee as a god [Ps. 81:6]. Thou didst
hide fromGod as one naked,but lo,now thou hast hiddenwithin
thyself the denuded God. Thou wast clothed in a shameful coat
of skins, but I, being God, am clothed in the sanguine coat of thy
flesh. Wherefore arise, all of you, let us go hence, from decay to
incorruption, from death unto life. Arise, let us go hence, from
darkness to everlasting light. Arise, let us go hence, from grief to
joy. Arise, let us go hence, from bondage to liberty, from prison
to the Jerusalem above, from bonds to God, from straitness to
the bliss of Paradise, from earth to heaven. For to this end, I both
died and rose again, that I might be Lord both of the dead and
the living. Wherefore arise, let us go hence; for My heavenly
Father awaits the lost sheep; the ninety and nine sheep, the
angels, are waiting for the time when Adam their fellow-servant
should arise,when he should ascend and return to God. Acheru-
bic throne is set,and thosewhobear it aloft are readyandwaiting,
the bride-chamber is furnished, the choice foods are made, the
everlasting tabernacles and mansions are built, the treasuries of
blessings are open, the kingdom of heaven has been prepared
before the ages. The good things which eye hath not seen, nor
earheard,neitherhave entered into the heart of man, are laid up
in store for mankind.”

When the Master had finished these sayings and others like
them, Adam and those united to him, arose with him; and Eve
also arose together with them; and many bodies of the saints
which slept from ages past arose,and preached theMaster’s Re-
surrection on the third day; the which, let us who believe cheer-
fully greet, behold, and embrace; dancing with the angels, cele-
bratingwith theArchangels, and glorifying Christ Who raised us
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up from corruption: to Whom be glory and dominion, together
with his beginningless Father, and the all-holy, good, and life-
giving Spirit, now and ever and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

qqq8rrr

THE COMING MONTH
THIS MONTH, having put in a rather long homily, we only

have room for one saint. She is one, who is probably not widely
known now, but as you will see below, her life is very instructive
and has several teachings in it which are relevant even today
nearly one thousand, four hundred years after her repose.

Saint Ethelburga, Queen of Northumbria (5th /18th)
was the daughterof Ethelbert, kingofKent, the firstAnglo-Saxon
king to accept Christianity. Ethelburga played an important rôle
in the history of England, because it was by her marriage to
Edwin, king of Northumbria, that the Christianmission brought
by Saint Augustine and his companions from Rome began to
spread northwards. This is how Saint Bede tells the story: “At
this time the nation of the Northumbrians, that is, the nation of
the Angles that live on the north side of the river Humber,with
their king, Edwin, received the faith through the preaching of
Paulinus. This Edwin, as a reward of his receiving the faith, and
as an earnest of his share in the heavenly kingdom, received an
increase of that which he enjoyed on earth, for he reduced under
his dominion all the borders of Britain that were provinces
either of the aforesaid nation,or of the Britons,a thing which no
British king had ever done before; and he in like manner sub-
jected to the English the Mevanian islands… The occasion of
this nation’s embracing the faith was, their aforesaid king, being
allied to the kings of Kent, having taken to wife Ethelberga,
otherwise called Tate, daughter to King Ethelbert. He having by
his ambassadors asked her in marriage of her brother Eadbald,
who then reigned in Kent,was answered, ‘That it was not lawful
to marrya Christian virgin to a pagan husband, lest the faith and
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the mysteries of the heavenly King should be profaned by her
cohabiting with a king that was altogether a stranger to the wor-
ship of the true God.’ This answer being brought to Edwin by his
messengers, he promised in no manner to act in opposition to
the Christian faith, which the virgin professed; but would give
leave to her, and all that went with her, men or women, priests
or ministers, to follow their faith and worship after the custom
of the Christians. Nor did he deny, but that he would embrace
the same religion, if, being examined by wise persons, it should
be foundmoreholyandmoreworthyofGod. Hereuponthevirgin
waspromised,and sent toEdwin,andpursuant towhat had been
agreed on,Paulinus, amanbelovedof God,was ordained bishop,
to go with her, and by daily exhortations, and celebrating the
heavenly mysteries, to confirm her and her company, lest they
should be corrupted by the company of the pagans. Paulinus
was ordained bishop by the Archbishop Justus, on the 21st day
of July, in the year of ourLord 625,and so he came toKingEdwin
with the aforesaid virgin as a companion of their union in the
flesh. But his mind was wholly bent upon reducing the nation to
which he was sent to the knowledge of truth; according to the
words of the Apostle, ‘To espouse her to one husband, that he
might present her as a chaste virgin to Christ.’ Being come into
that province, he laboured much, not only to retain those that
went with him, by the help of God, that they should not revolt
from the faith, but, if he could, to convert some of the pagans to
a state of grace by his preaching. But,as theApostle says, though
he laboured long in the word, ‘The god of this world blinded the
mindsof them that believednot, lest the lightof the glorious gos-
pel of Christ should shine unto them.’ The next year there came
into the province a certain assassin, called Eumer, sent by the
king of theWest-Saxons,whose name was Cuichelm, in hopes at
once to deprive King Edwin of his kingdom and his life. He had
a two-edged dagger, dipped in poison, to the end, that if the
wound were not sufficient to kill the king, it might be performed
by the venom. He came to the king on the first day of Easter, at
the river Derwent,where then stood the regal city,and being ad-
mitted as if to deliver a message from his master, whilst he was
in an artfulmanner delivering his pretended embassy,he started
on a sudden, and drawing the dagger from under his garment,
assaulted the king; which Lilla, the king’s beloved minister, ob-
serving,having no buckler at hand to secure the king fromdeath,
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interposed his own body to receive the stroke; but the wretch
struck so home, that he wounded the king through the knight’s
body. Being then attacked on all sides with swords, he in that
confusion also slew another soldier,whose name was Forthhere.
On that sameholynightof EasterSunday, the queenhad brought
forth to the king a daughter,called Eanfled. The king, in the pre-
sence of Bishop Paulinus, gave thanks to his gods for the birth
of his daughter; and the bishop, on the other hand, returned
thanks to Christ, and endeavoured to persuade the king, that by
his prayers to Him he had obtained that the queen should bring
forth the child in safety, and without much pain. The king, de-
lighted with his words, promised, that in case God would grant
him life and victory over the king bywhom the assassin had been
sent,he would cast off his idols,and serve Christ;and as a pledge
that he would perform his promise, he delivered up that same
daughter to Paulinus, to be consecrated to Christ. She was the
first baptised of the nation of the Northumbrians, on Whit
Sunday, with twelve others of her family. At that time, the king,
being recovered of the wound which he had received, marched
with his armyagainst the nationof theWest-Saxons;and having
begun the war, either slew or subdued all those that he had been
informed had conspired to murder him. Returning thus victor-
ious unto his own country,he would not immediately and unad-
visedly embrace the mysteries of the Christian faith, though he
no longer worshipped idols,ever since hemade the promise that
he would serve Christ; but thought fit first at leisure to be in-
structed, by the venerable Paulinus, in the knowledge of faith,
and to confer with such as he knew to be the wisest of his prime
men, to advise what they thought was fittest to be done in that
case. And being a man of extraordinary sagacity, he often sat
alone by himself a long time, silent as to his tongue, but delib-
erating in his heart how he should proceed, and which religion
heshouldadhere to.’Edwinthenreceived letters fromPopeBoni-
faceIV urging himtoconvert,andEthelburga tooreceiveda letter
in 625 to use her best endeavours for the salvation of her hus-
band: ‘To the illustrious lady his daughter, Queen Ethelberga,
Boniface, bishop, servant of the servants of God: The goodness
of our Redeemer has with much providence offered the means
of salvation to the human race; which He rescued, by the shed-
ding of His precious blood, from the bonds of captivity to the
Devil; so that making His name known in divers ways to the
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Gentiles, they might acknowledge their Creator by embracing
themysteryof the Christian faith,which thing, themystical puri-
ficationofyourregenerationplainlyshowstohavebeenbestowed
upon the mind of your highness by God’s bounty. Our mind,
therefore, has been much rejoiced in the benefit of our Lord’s
goodness, for that He has vouchsafed, in your conversion, to
kindle a spark of the Orthodox religion, by which He might the
more easily inflame in His love the understanding, not only of
your glorious consort, but also of all the nation that is subject to
you. For we have been informed by those,who came to acquaint
us with the laudable conversion of our illustrious son,King Ead-
bald, that your highness, also having received the wonderful
sacrament of the Christian faith, continually excels in the per-
formance of works pious and acceptable to God. That you
likewise carefully refrain from the worship of idols, and the
deceits of temples and auguries,and having changed your devo-
tion, are so wholly taken up with the love of your Redeemer, as
never to cease lending your assistance for the propagation of the
Christian faith. And our fatherly charity having earnestly in-
quired concerning your illustrious husband, we were given to
understand that he still served abominable idols, and would not
yield obedience or give ear to the voice of the preachers. This
occasioned us no small grief, for that part of your body still
remained a stranger to the knowledge of the supreme and un-
divided Trinity. Whereupon we, in our fatherly care, did not
delay to admonish your Christian highness, exhorting you, that,
with the help of the Divine inspiration, you will not defer to do
that which, both in season and out of season, is required of us;
that with the cooperating power of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ, your husband also may be added to the number of
Christians; to the end that you may thereby enjoy the rights of
marriage in the bond of a holy and unblemished union. For it is
written,“They two shall be in one flesh.” How can it be said, that
there is unity between you, if he continues a stranger to the
brightness of your faith, by the interposition of dark and detes-
table error? Wherefore, applying yourself continually to prayer,
do not cease to beg of the Divine Mercy the benefit of his illu-
mination; to the end, that those whom the union of carnal affec-
tion has made in a manner but one body,may, after death, con-
tinue in perpetual union, by the bond of faith. Persist, therefore,
illustrious daughter, and to the utmost of your power endeavour
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to soften the hardness of his heart by insinuating the Divine pre-
cepts; making him sensible how noble the mystery is which you
have received by believing, and how wonderful is the reward
which,by the new birth,you have merited to obtain. Inflame the
coldness of his heart by the knowledge of the Holy Spirit, that by
the abolition of the cold and pernicious worship of paganism,
theheat ofDivine faithmayenlightenhis understanding through
your frequent exhortations; that the testimony of the holy Scrip-
ture may appear the more conspicuous, fulfilled by you, “The
unbelieving husband shall be saved bythe believing wife.”For to
this effect you have obtained the mercy of our Lord’s goodness.
That youmayreturnwith increase the fruitof faith, and thebene-
fits entrusted in your hands; for through the assistance of His
mercywedo not cease with frequent prayers to beg that youmay
beable toperformthe same. Havingpremised thusmuch, inpur-
suance of the duty of our fatherly affection, we exhort you, that
when the opportunity of a bearer shall offer, you will as soon as
possible acquaint us with the success which the Divine Power
shall grant by your means in the conversion of your consort, and
of the nation subject to you; to the end, that oursolicitude,which
earnestly expects what appertains to the salvation of you and
yours, may, by hearing from you, be set at rest; and that we,
discerning more fully the brightness of the Divine propitiation
diffused in you, may with a joyful confession abundantly return
due thanks to God, the Giver of all good things, and to Saint
Peter the prince of Apostles. We have, moreover, sent you the
blessing of your protector, Saint Peter, the prince of theApostles,
that is,a silver looking-glass,and a gilt ivory comb,which we en-
treat your glory will receive with the same kind affection as it is
known to be sent by us.’” Edwin did eventually agree to accept
Christianity after a divine vision, and was baptised at York on
Easter Sunday 627 by Paulinus. Bede continues: “Afterwards
other childrenof his byQueenEthelburgawere baptised,namely
Ethelhun and his daughter Etheldrith, and another,Wuscfrea, a
son; the first two of which were snatched out of this life whilst
they were still in their white garments, and buried in the church
at York. Yffi,the son of Osfrid,was also baptised,andmanymore
nobleand illustriouspersons. Sogreatwas then the fervourof the
faith, as is reported, and the desire of the washing of salvation
among the nation of the Northumbrians, that Paulinus at a cer-
tain time coming with the king and queen to the royal country-
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seat, which is called Adgefrin, stayed there with them thirty-six
days, fully occupied in catechising and baptising; during which
days, from morning till night, he did nothing else but instruct
the people resorting from all villages and places, in Christ’s
savingword;andwhen instructed,hewashedthemwith thewater
ofabsolutionintheriverGlen,whichiscloseby.”AfterthisPenda,
king of Mercia, a fierce heathen warrior, brother of Edwin’s first
wife Cwenburga, invaded Edwin’s dominions and defeated the
Northumbrians in the great Battle of Hatfield in Notting-
hamshire. Edwin and his eldest son,Osfrith,were killed. Queen
Ethelburga, with Paulinus and her young children,managed to
escape by sea to Kent, to the court of her brother King Eadbald.
She took with her manyof Edwin’s treasures,especially a golden
cup and cross, which were preserved at Canterbury in Bede’s
time. Eadbald gave Ethelburga a ruined Roman villa at Lyming,
between Canterbury and the sea. There, she built the first nun-
nery in England where she was joined by her sister Edburga of
Lyming and there they both becamemonastics. Ethelburga sent
her son, Wuscfrea, and Yffi, son of her late stepson, Osfrith, to
Dagobert, King of the Franks, to be educated. They died young
and were buried in France with Royal honours. Besides Wusc-
freaandSaint Enfled,shehad twochildren,whodied before their
father and were buried in York Minster. Ethelburga lived as Ab-
bess of Lyming for several years and reposed in the Lord inA.D.
647. Ethelburga was the first queen and the first widow of the
Anglo-Saxon race to become a nun.

q8r

“AFTER the Baptism of the Lord, when the Spirit descended
upon Him in the form of a dove, He went into the wilderness to
be tempted. This is the common path for all. Saint Isaac the
Syrian says in oneplace that as soon as you taste grace-filled con-
solation or receive some gift from the Lord,wait for temptation.
Temptations conceal the brightness of grace fromone’s owneyes
which usually consume every good with self-conceit and self-
exaltation. These temptations are external-sorrow,humiliation;
and internal - passionate thoughts that purposely are released,
like beasts unchained. So, we must heed ourselves and strictly
analyse what occurs with us and in us, to see why it is happen-
ing, and what obligations it brings.”

Saint Theophan the Recluse, + 1894 A.D.
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NEWS from the Richmond Diocese

of the Church of the Genuine

Orthodox Christians of Greece

AFRICA APPEAL
ON 3rd February (n.s.), we sent round an appeal, suggested

by one of our parishioners, asking for people to make monthly
standing order payments to support the missions which Metro-
politan Ambrose runs in Africa. The donations were to be sent
to King Edward Orthodox Trust Company Ltd at the CAF Bank,
sort code 40-52-40, account number 00081024, clearly ear-
marked: AFRICA. At the end of the month (28/2/25) we had
collected £418.63, and this has been sent to the Metropolitan.
God bless all those of you who kindly contributed to this worth-
while cause. We hope others will join you in time.

NEW ICON
THE SISTERS of the Convent of Saint Philothei in

Sweden were commissioned by Mary O’Brien of Silver
Spring, Maryland, U.S.A., to paint an icon of the Holy Pro-
phet Elias in memory of her brother-in-law, our parishioner,
Robert Castle. The icon, beautifully painted, arrived by post
from Sweden and has been framed by Shanni of Easels in
Chobham,and Robert’s widow,Elizabeth,kindly paid for the
framing. Seeing their kindness, may our Saviour grant Robert
His mercies in the life of the age to come.

VISITORS
ONSaturday,8thMarch,Ben Walden of theChurch of the

Good Shepherd, Carshalton, brought a small group of visi-
tors to see the church.
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ON Saturday, 15thMarch,Emmanuel Wedlock brought a
group of twelve pilgrims to see the church on their annual Saint
Edward Walk. They stayed forVesperswithus andafterwards
were given light refreshments in the Exhibition Room.

ON Thursday, 20thMarch, thePriest Gabriel Lawani and
Presbytera Helena,who just the weekend before had settled
into their new home inBlackwater, Hampshire after leaving
Manchester, came to visit us. They arranged to settle there to be
nearer our church.

THEMONOVSKI GARDENING GROUP
SOME time ago, Plamen Monovski started arranging

gardening groups to help us cope with the gardens at the
Brotherhood, and even though he is currently in Bulgaria, one
of his groups came and worked in our kitchen garden on Satur-
day, 15thMarch. Our thanks to them:Alexandra & Anastasia
Galbeaza, Alex & Briki Spiroglou, Nicolas Socaciu, and
Cucumber Martin. God bless them for the great help they
have given us.

ANOTHER KITTEN!
A SECOND KITTEN has been given us, like Smudge black

and white. The donor was Chelsea Dann and we are grateful
to her and to Moses Devenish for bringing it to us from Bir-
mingham. Not being able to come to a conclusion about a name
for it,we had each member of the Brotherhood put a name in a
bowl and drew one. It was Biggles!

q8r

Practical Tip
AFTER PENTECOST, and receiving that blessing from the

Holy Spirit, bear in mind the warning of Saint Theophan the
Recluse on page 22.
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