
Are The Dead Alive Now? 

The Bible explicitly shows that super-natural phenomena 

must come from one of these two antithetical powers whose 

exclusive domain is the spiritual: (1) the God and Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, the true God; or (2) Satan, the god of 

this world, the false god who would deceive the very elect of 

the true God if he could. Those who are involved in spiritual-

ism and those who claim scientific controls for study of phe-

nomena, are fooled by the god of this world with stealth and 

increasing frequency. The irony of Satan’s deception is that 

although he is the author of sin and death, during seances and 

ESP experiences it is Satan’s power that counterfeits the con-

jured-up dead and makes them appear alive and enjoying the 

Great Hereafter. 

 

The Word of God shows that new life to the dead comes with 

the return of Christ. Before Christ’s coming, all those who 

have died remain in the grave in corruption and unconscious-

ness. 

 

Psalms 146:4   
His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; in that very 

day his thoughts perish.  

 

Ecclesiates 9:5, 6, 10 

For the living know that they shall die: but the dead know 

not any thing, neither have they any more a reward; for the 

memory of them is forgotten.  Also their love, and their ha-

tred, and their envy, is now perished; neither have they any 

more a portion for ever in any thing that is done under the 

sun.  Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 

might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor 

wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.  

 

The word “death” in the New Testament is the Greek word 

thanatos, which is defined as “the natural end of earthly hu-

man existence.” Thanatos is not merely an instantaneous 

occurence when one expires, but a continuing state.  Release 

from this continuing state of death hinges upon the return of 

Christ.  Because there is no consciousness in death, there is 

no awareness of time for the dead person.  Thus the moment 

of a man’s death becomes, for him the moment of the return 

of Christ.   

 

Those who believe and understand the Bible, the Word of 

God, know that the Scriptures teach beyond a shadow of a 

doubt that it is impossible to reproduce before the return of 

Christ persons who once lived and died.  Therefore, only if a 

person denies the resurrection of Christ and his return can 

that person believe the dead are now alive. 

 

Death is not a friend bringing us into the presence of Christ 

and our loved ones; it is a blatant enemy, for in death all go 

to gravedom.  I Corinthians 15:26 pointedly states:  “The last 

enemy that shall be destroyed is death.”  The enemy death 

will some day be destroyed but obviously it is not yet. 

The first part is him coming for his church, the Body of 

Christ. This is called the gathering together.  At that time the 

dead in Christ will be raised incorruptible and the living be-

lievers will “put on immortality.”   

 

1Thessalonians 4:13-18  

But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concern-

ing them which are asleep (dead), that ye sorrow not, even as 

others which have no hope.  For if we believe that Jesus died 

and rose again, even so them also which sleep (died) in Jesus 

will God bring with him.  For this we say unto you by the 

word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto 

the coming of the Lord shall not prevent (precede) them 

which are asleep (dead).  For the Lord himself shall descend 

from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, 

and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise 

first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up 

together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: 

and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort 

one another with these words.  

Death for the believer is referred to as falling asleep because 

in sleep there is an awakening point. 

 

Our fleshly body is a natural body and has its limitations; but 

the spiritual body that he gives at his return is like his resur-

rected body –unlimited in scope and activity. But with the 

gathering together, we shall have a new look, a new type of 

body –a spiritual body.  

 1Corinthians 15:51-54  

Behold, I show you a mystery; we shall not all sleep (be 

dead), but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twin-

kling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, 

and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be 

changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and 

this mortal must put on immortality.  So when this corrupti-

ble shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have 

put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying 

that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.  

 

The second part to the return of Christ is his coming with his 

Church of the Body upon the earth.  During this period 

which is also called (revelation or the Lord’s Day) comes the 

resurrections of all believers (from the Old Testament times 

before the grace administration) and the unbelievers.  The 

“Church of the Body” will not be on earth during the tribula-

tion period, we will have been gathered together. 

1Thessalonians 1:10   
And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from 

the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to 

come.  

 

Revelation 21:1-4 describes the future resurrection glory.  

“And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and 

there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, nei-

ther shall there be any more pain: for the former things are 

passed away.”  


