
Emergency Response 
and the 

Operational Environment

Mid -Atlantic Disaster Recovery Association

June 2, 2011

Al Mongeon
National Weather Service

Homeland Security Activities



National Weather Service
Who Are We?

ÅThe Nationôs Official 
Source of Weather 
Information

Å5,000 employees

Å172 offices
ï 122 Forecast Offices

ï 13 River Forecast Centers

ï 9 Specialized centers

ï 22 Center Weather Service 
Units

ï 6 Regional HQ



Problem and Solution

ÅProblem

ïEmergency Management 
Team must provide 
immediate, correct, and 
coordinated response

ïResponse based on 

Ånature of incident

ÅAvailable resources

ÅDetailed knowledge of 
environmental 
conditions

ÅSolution

ïClose cooperation between 
on-scene EMT, local 
meteorologist, and SME



ÅOptimum response is 
based on:
ÅNature of the 
incident
Å Available resources
ÅDetailed knowledge 
of the environmental 
situation

Emergency Management 
Team must provide 
Immediate, Correct, 
and Coordinated 
Response



Response Phases

ÅEMT Requirements

ïTime 

ïRequirements 

ÅSource term

ÅEnvironmental/

Meteorological conditions

ÅCommunity 

3 Layers to Response

ÅImmediate

ÅSustaining

ÅRecovery


